
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



REESE LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. 



Qass 



h f 



r 



•; 




THE REPUBLIC 

OF THB 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 

ITS DUTIES TO ITSELF, 

AMD 

ITS RESPONSXBUB RELATIONS TO OTHER COUNTRIES. 

BMBBACINO ALSO A 

REVIEW OF THE LATE WAR 

BETWEEN THE TJNTTED STATES AND MEXICO-, 

ITS CAUSES AND RESULTS; 

AKD OF THOSE 
MEASURES OF GOVERNMENT WHICH HAVE CHARACTERIZED THE 

' DEMOCRACY OF THE UNION. 

^ Of TNf 

UWIVERSitV 

Of 

NEW YORK: 
D. APPUSTON AND CO., 200 BROADWAY. 

PHILADELPHIA: 
GEO. S. APPLETON, 164 CHESNUT ST. 

1848. 






-• ^ — l^/i^r-^ : 

Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1848, by 

D. APPLETON AND COMPANY, 

In the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United States for 

the Southern District of New York. 



8TERB0TTPED AT TUB 
BOSTON TYPE AND STEREOTYPE FOUNDRY. 



TO THE 

^on. Hamts Bucl)anan, 



OP PENNSYLVANIA: 



^yjHdn a ui<U oMitecuUion of ni^ 
aze{U ia/etUd a/na ecUerr^ive cUiitiinanenld ; of ni^ 
^eTA^ice^ €M a 4^cUe&manj^, of nid enczaicd ana 
irUeatUu eid a cUixen, unci of nid ifUiticmav^ 
atia/iiduj ad a fnan, Med voumu id indctivedj 
v$^%» coftdulefalcond of mc 



9 « *^ ^^ 1 1 



PREFACE. 



In preparing this volume for the press, the author 
has been encouraged by others in the belief that his 
humble labors might prove useful to his fellow-citi- 
zens, in leading them to contemplate the institutions 
of their country as sacred trusts, to be honcnred by 
duty, and protected by patriotism. It has been his 
aim to invest citizenship with those traits of character 
which give dignity to man, and to illustrate those 
great and eternal truths which give growth, power, 
and glory to nations. He has endeavored to define 
man, in his relations to external objects and to Deity, 
as a being of accountability and improvement ; and 
nations, as the mighty aggregates of the conven- 
tional powers of humanity, which are combined, 
shaped, and directed by the hand of that Providence 
vhich marks its way only in harmony with the 
'miversal principles of truth and of progress. How 
far he has succeeded in his design he leaves for others 
' o judge. He claims no favor but the admission of 
ais sincerity, and no merit but in the purity of his 
notives. 



VI PREFACE. 

Having designed an extended history of the late . 
war between the United States and Mexico, and 
being engaged in collecting materials in view of its 
execution, the author was induced, by the superior 
judgment of others, to give form to the present 
volume, briefly treating of important subjects within 
a compass that should be available* to the great mass 
of the people. The suggestion was a recent one, 
and the wprk has been prepared with a rapidity, 
which, though prudence might not approve, necessity 
made requisite and imperative. . 

The author makes his grateful acknowledgments 
to the Hon. Robert J. Walker, to the Hon. R. H. 
Gillet, and to other distinguished gentlemen, for 
their aid, counsel, and encouragement in the prose- 
cution of the humble undertaking. If he has accom- 
plished any. good purpose, it is but just that the 
public should know the source of its indebtedness. 

October, 1848. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



FORMATION OF NATIQNS. 

A CIVILIZED nation is a momentous combination of parts, 
of coundess powers and influences that encircle the globe, 
and extend from the equator to the poles. It is an individual 
being, and yet it b the imbodiment of millions of the human 
race. Its boundaries are marked upon the earthy its resources 
upon the page, but its myriads of eyes look with an illim- 
ited vision into the unmeasured regions of space and of time. 
It is single in its organization, and yet its capacity is as multi- 
form as the subjects and objects of the universe, — extending 
out from itself active causes, of progress to the world, and 
standing as its own conservator. It is circumscribed in its 
territojy, but it is infinite in its relations and influences. Its 
interests are as diversified as the blessings of creation, embra- 
cing all that is within the pebble and the mountain, the mite 
and the man. 

The divine faculties of the soul, in their highest conceptions 
of truth, beauty, and wisdom, make up its existence, and 
constitute the elements of its growth. The natural world in 
its grandeur and life-yielding fruits; the living creatures of 
the earth, air, and water ; man, whether as an individual, or as 
a member of a family, a neighborhood, or state ; whether as 
a citizen or a niler ; as an exponent of natural or conventional 
law, — all are made to subserve the nation, and through the 
nation the world, and through the worid its Maker. 

It i^ a beautiful truth that all may see who have surveyed 
«* the imbounded scheme of things/' 
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that every existence, however great or small, that comes from 
creative wisdom, is perfect in itself, and made for admirable 
ends. Nothing is left to accident All is made for progress. 

If we look to the beginning of things, our reason leads to 
the belief " in the gradual development of the powers of 
nature, and in. the adaptation of living beings to the progress 
of that development." 

The earth, from a mass of inert matter, has become what 
we behold it Endowed with inherent power, vegetation soon 
covered its surface with herbs, and tVuits, and flowers ; beauti- 
fying its valleys, and clothing its mountains witii stately trees 
and fragrant shrubs. The rocks with rude features walled up 
the fearful precipices, and lined, the subterraneous caverns. 
The elements were soon ruled in order. Surrounding and filling 
it with their mysterious life and agency. The springs and 
rivers were opened; the waters of the mighty deep were 
placed, and the tides were made to ebb and flow ; invisible air 
moved the rising vapor and the yielding tree ; and heat 
warmed all into growth and bebg. Then came th^ 

'— »* powerful king of day, 



Rejoicing in the east.' 



And in its absence, the modest mobn lighted up the earth with 
its milder rays, while unnumbered stars shone from the vaulted 
sky, and filled all space wijth gems of light. Seasons were 
measured, and time was marked by days and nights. 

Thus was the earth prepared for man, and " for every living 
creature after his kind."" It is not within our province, in this 
connection, to note the successive growths of ages of the 
natural world, or to trace the physical and mental causes which 
produced them. It is a study, however, fraught with beauty 
and instruction, an 

" Effusive source of evidence and truth." 

So far as analogical examples will aid us in understandmg 
man in his relations of destiny and duty, we shall avail our- 
selves of this source of truth, speaking as it does the language 
of divinity. 
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In diflcuanJDg the important topics which we have chosen 
for eoQBideration, it is our purpose to observe those rules of 
evidence which have been sanctkmed by science. Our 
ol]jects are those of truth and duty, and if we err, the reader 
must measure to us that favor which he would ask for himself, 
ascribing whatever may seem amiss to that weakness which is 
common to us alL 

It has teen a source of regret in all ages of inquiry, that no 
records of the early conditioa of man were made, or, if made, 
preserved. It is an obvious truth, that reconciles us to this 
want, that prescience was not given to man in his ignorance, 
and that we have no just reason to look for a record of. knowl- 
edge from>tho6e' who did not recognize its power, or foresee 
its uses. 

It is quite true, as is stated by the learned Dr. T3rtler, that 
^^ all accounts c^ the early history of single nations trace them 
back to a state of rudeness and barbarism, which argues a new 
and in£emt estabH^unent ; and we must conclude that to be 
true with respect to the whole, which we find to be true with 
respect to all its parts. But to delineate the characters of this 
early state of society, to trace distinctly the steps by which 
population extended over the whole surface of the habitable 
globe ; the separation of mankind into tribes and nations ; the 
causes which led to -the formation of the first kingdoms ; and 
the precise times when they were formed — are m^itterstof in- 
quiry for which neither sacred nor profane history affords us 
that amplitude of information which is necessary for giving 
clear and positive ideas. But while we travel through those 
.remote periods of tlie history of an infant world, making the 
best of those lights we can procure, we have the comfort of 
thinking that, in proportion as man advances from barbarism 
to civilization, in proportion as history becomes useful or in- 
structive, its.certainty increases, and its materials become more 
authentic and more abundant" 

Society, as originally formed, was made up of families, each 
having its parental head. As man was fitted to associate with 
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his kind, the next development was the social circle— friend 
with friend, and neighbor with neighbor. Increase of numbers 
led to diver^ty of interests, and tribes ^ere formed, each as- 
senting to conventional rules, and yielding certain rights to all, 
that they were unwilling to yield to each other.' As it was 
with indi viduid and family interests, th^re^soon arose the greater 
interests of the separate tribes, and the nation was the result, 
— )Bach tribe surrendering to all tl» tribes what, none would 
yield to its neighbor. Every change opened to new wants 
and to new conditions. The mind naturally looked forward to 
provide for the advancement of society to its ultimate forma- 
tion. Its progress was onward and upward. Nations were 
multiplied upcm nations^ ^ — rising car falUng in their might, or 
greatness, in the same degree that they were true or false to 
their trusts. 

At the present period,^ large portion of the eardi is con- 
trolled by the conventional powers of na^ns; and yet^ of •« 
population «f a thousand millienft, ^le Christians can claim 
but about one fifth of that inconceivable nmnber.* 

Nations have advanced in growth as independent existences, 
each having its own laws and institutions, according to its dis- 
tinctive power and gemus. They have become the conserva^ 
tors of commerce, science^ and religion, ^roughout the world, 
and tiie subject of international law, though still in its in&ncy, 
is in rapid process of advancem^ort. The individual is lost in 
the races, and the races make up the great question of man^s 
destiny — imiversal. humanity. 

It has become the true province of science to investigate not 

* The population ot fke eartlL has been recently stated thus : — 



Asia, 685,000»000 

Europe, 235,000,000 

AMca, 110,000,000 

America, 50,000,000 

Oceanica, .... 20,000,000 



Total, 1,000,000,000 J 



Of 

which 
are 



Heathen, 600,00a,000 

Mahometans, ..... 140,000,000 

Jews, 10|000,000 

Romish Church*, . . 130,000,000 
Greek Church,.... 55,000,000 
Protestant Denomi- 
nations, 65,000,000 
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onty the laws of inanimate matter, of the unmeasured regions 
of space, hut of the immortal soul itself^ in the recesses of its 
iBtelleotual, moral, and religious nature. Man is studied as 
man, as father, husband, Inro^r, friend, citizen, magistrate, 
legislator, and soldier. He is viewed as an element of the 
town, state, nation, worid, and universe. Uidimited and un- 
wearied, the spirit of inquiry seeks to know the rights of 
men in masses, as parts of a naticm ; and the ri^ts of nations, 
as parts of the world ; and our relaticMis to the world, as the 
cfaildr^i of Grod.* 

In all ages, the influence of eiomiple has been acknowledged 
and inculcated. It is an incitement to ancerity, an encourage- 
ment to duty. The only legacy which the rude savage leaves 
to his children, or to his tribe, b a recital of his deeds, that 
they may be fdlowed as the highest examples of good of 
which their nature is capaUe. The good man of the civilized 
w<»rld, in his parting blessing to those whom he loves best, 
speaks of examples oi goodness as more precious to the form- 
ing man, than dl the risible, treasures of the earth. It » so 
with nations. The examples of nations influence nations, and 
each is held responsible, not only to its own subjects or citizens, 
bi^ to the worid, and to those eternal laws of right, which, in 
the process of moral change, will give equal freedom to the 
prince and to the slave. 

Having made these remarks as introductory to the subjects 
treated of in &e following pages, it is now our purpose to 
speak briefly of our own country, of the Republic of the United 

♦ " Every g^ieroiis emotion," says an interesting writer, « is in its 
nature elastic, and naturally labors to widen the sphere of its influ- 
ence : the first impulse 

— * serves the Tirtuoos mind to wake. 
As the small pebble stirs the peaceful lake ; 
The centre moyed, a circle straight succeeds ; 
Another still, and still another spreads ; 
Friend, parent, neighbor, first it will embrace, 
His counti^ next, and next aH human race.* ** 

Taylor* 8 Natural Hiaiory of SocUfy. 
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States of America ; of its duties to itself, and its responsible 
relations to other countries. 

It is not the design of the author, however, to illustrate this 
great subject by a statement of abstract propositicms, for this is 
forbidden by his limits ; but rather to lead the reader into that 
atmosphere of thought which shall be^ prepare him to follow us 
in the investigation of those realities^ those actual conditions 
of our coimtry, as a matter of duty to ourselves, and to the 
nation and age in which we live. 



THE RESPONSIBLE DUTIES AND REUTIONS 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 



THE PIONEER. 



We honor the pioneer ! We reverencehim as the eariy agent 
of Providence in alt those great changies of life which constitute 
the improvement of the wwld. We -speak of the pioneer in 
an enlarged sense, — as the discoverer of new regions, new 
agents, new laws, new beauties, and new combinations in the 
natural world, as well as new truths in the moral world. He 
seems to be endowed with an instinct superior to reason, a gift 
from his Afedcer to extend the limits of knowledge, and the 
great purposes of divine beneficence. 

We ^Dd him •in the wfldemess, self-exiled from the refine- 
ments of civilization, inviting labor, enduring hardships, incur- 
ring dangers, — a willing neighbor to the savage. We find 
him upon the ocean, in the frail constructed baric, without 
instructions from man, ploughing the trackless deep, with no 
chart of his destined sb^ies but that of faith. We find him in 
the icy regions of the poles, though aided by the light of sci- 
ence, but still the same unyielding and self-sacrificing spirit, 
reaching ^forward to burst the boundaries of his view. We 
find him in the laboratory and in the workshop, in the halls of 
Icgislaticm and in the observatory. We find him in tiie caverns 
of the earth, in tha depths of the sea, in the vaults of the an- 
cients, in the crater of the volcano, on the summit of the high- 
est mountain, and borne by the chariot of science above and 



8 ' COLUMBUS AND THE PURITANS. 

beycmd the tempests of the sky. We find him, too, in the 
missions of the gospel to distant lands ; we find him struggling 
in the cause of freedom ; earnest and hold in all reforms, and 
a ministering angel of sympathy in the cause of suffering 
kumanity. 



COLUMBUS AND THE PUBITANS, THB GBEAT PIONEERS 
OF THE FIFTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH CENTUBIES. 

It was an extraordinary period in the history of the world, 
when the western voyages of Columhus were projected, and 
which led to the discovery of the American continent* His 
aim was dignity, rank, and wealth, and these were sought with 
the noblest motives. The vast gains that he anticipated from 
his discoveries, he intended to appropriate to princely purposes — 
to institutions for the relief of the poor of las native city, to the 
foundation of churches, and, above iedl, to crusades for the re- 
covery of the holy sepulchre.t Endowed with talents of a high 
order, with a poetical temperament, a fervent piety, and, with- 
al, a bigot's zeal, he was eminently fitted for such a mission. 

* An nnparaUeled impiQse was given^ about this period, to the pzog- 
ress of EuK^pean civilization, by the Bimultaneons invention, or at 
least introduction from the East, of the mariner's compass, gunpow- 
der and artillery, an improved system of arithmetic, and the art of 
printing. Combined with these were a renewed study of the Roman 
law, the cahaTation of Oreek literature, the restoration of the fine 
arts, and the opening of new paths of industry and commerciBl enter- 
prise. — See Taylor^ t Natural HUtory of Socuiy, 

The state of geographical knowledge at the period when tiie conti- 
nent of America was discovered, may be inferred from the treaty of 
Tordesillas, made June 7, 1494, in which were determined « the prin- 
dplet on which tiie vast extent of unappropriated empire, in the east- 
ern and western hemispheres, was ultimately divided between two 
petty states of Europe.'* — See Prescotes Ferdinand and IsabeUa, VoL 
n. p. 181. 

t Irving*8 Columbus. 
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All was done in the name of the Holy Trini^, and through 
his sovereigns, h^ owned no master but his God. 

Such was the character of Columbus* He discovered die 
continent of America, but it was left to other pioneers to people 
and to subdue it. His was the zeal of the Holy Catholic 
church, theirs was the zeal of reform. He carried the ban- 
ner of St. Peter, they were the followers of Martin Luther, 
l^ey were all inquirers after truth, but the declaration^ of the 
pope, and the protest of the sons of Britain, were alike the 
sources of zeal, faith, and sacrifipe — all were prepared for 
mart3nrdom^ each for his own form of faith. Columbus died 
ignorant of the extent of his own discovery/ and the Puritans 
ched without a knowledge of the freedom which they had se** 
cured for their children and the world. 

The Puritans -^filled with a self-respect that knew no laws 
but those of duty, moved by a sense of accountability that ac- 
knowledged HO ruler but God — ^ preferred the foreign wilder- 
ness with the ri^ts of c<Miscience, with unrestrained devotion, 
to the firesides of home made bitter by oppression. They 
were the pioneers of the moral world ; they were the defend- 
ers of the mind's integrity, of die soul's best good, of man's 
high destiny .t We have no occasion to refer the read^ to 
the well-known history of the Puritans ; it would be as useless 
as an artist's chart to find the noonday sun ht a cloudless sky. 
W© point him to our country as it is, with the proud conviction 
that all who read our pages have knowledge of what it was. 

* He supposed Hispaniola tp bo the ancient Ophir, which had been 
visited by the ships of King Solomon, and that Cuba and Terra Finna 
were but remote parts of Asia. 

t It is well remarked by an intelfigent author, (De Tocqueville») 
that "the emigrants who £zed themselvee- on the jhores of Ameri- 
ca, in the beginning of the 17th century, «evered the demociatio prin- 
ciple from all the principles which repressed it in the old cenmmni- 
ties of Europe, and transplanted it unalloyed to the New "World. It 
has there been allowed to spread in perfect freedom, and to put forth 
its consequences in the laws, by influencing the manners of the 
country." 
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THE PURITANS AND THE INDIANS. 

As colonists of Great Britain, our fathers were permitted to 
enjoy a new world in its freedom and freshness. They had 
the aid of the wisdom of the parent country, without its con- 
comitant evils and follies ; the health and energies of its ma^ 
turity without the infirmities of age. Separated by a vast 
ocean, and thrown upon their own resources, they acquired 
habits and views peculiar. to themselves. The cold climate 
and rock-bound soil of New England were circumstances 
fevorable to physical strength and industry. The wily Indian 
soon taught them the necessity of self-protection, and their dan- 
gers and hardships gave them those stem and hardy virtues 
which still bless their children's children. 

It has often been the theme of the orator and poet, to speak 
of the great injustice done by the Puritans to. the sons of the 
forest ; to assert that the Indian was the lawful possessor of 
the soil, and to lament that our fathers were guilty of stupen- 
dous wrong to a simple-hearted and ignorant race, by assuming 
the control of the land and gradually displacing the native from 
the Jiome of his fathers. 

Without pausing here to speak particularly of the principles 
of the subject, the remark may be made, that these views, 
probably, have been expressed without that examination which 
is always and imperatively required in matters involving chains 
of such magnitude. It is maintained hy persons eminent for 
their learning and integrity, that the records bear evidence that 
the Puritans were scrupulously honest in their transactions with 
the Indians. That there were no exceptions, we are not pre- 
pared to say, for, in truth, such an assertion cannot properly 
be made of any. people. But it is our humble opinion, based 
upon some examinatitm of the subject, and yet more confident- 
ly relying upon the views of others than our own, — tliat the 
Puritans were true to their standard of integrity, which involved 
the interests of two and widely different races. The Indian 
was ferocious j sensual, and superstitious. Eoiowledge confound- 
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ed him, and the conventional distinctions of society were noth- 
ing to him but chaos. He could see no objects of life abofa 
the existence of the body ; no property, but in the implements 
oi destruction, or in the extent of bis hunting-grounds. He 
coTCted nothing so much as the strange novelties of the wlute 
man, and when he consented to sell a small lot of hmd, it was 
doubtless his belief that he had made a gain without decreasing 
his privileges, and that the loss, if any, was on the part of those 
who gave away their wonders without an equivalent That the 
standard of laK>wledge and duty of the Puritans was a very 
different one, all will admit ; but it was their necessity that led 
them to the adoption of particular jnodes of dealing adapted to 
the condition, views, and capacities oi the barbarian. Besides, 
they could have had no definitive belief in what their own lot was 
to be in this new land. Religious freedom was paramount to 
all other considerations. Physical subsistence was admitted to 
be necessary, even indispensable ; and it was imp<Mrtant, too, 
tiiat conventional laws should be observed in regard' to proper- 
ty ; but, as they viewed this world of but little consequence, 
the mere temporary dwelling-'place of the soul, a place of pro- 
bation to fit them for another existence, they doubtless felt that 
&eir relation to the savage, in the providence of God, was one 
of a spiritual nature, rather than one of temporal interests,— 
and, in making bargains with the natives, they weie influenced 
by none of those selfish motives which are so oflen manifested 
and condemned in civilized countries. According to our pres- 
ent standard of knowledge, the Puritans were ignorant and big- 
oted. This cannot be said of them as true in their own times. 
The predominating element in their character, <Ae spirit ofre* 
Ugious freedoms-was the same, whether it concerned the rights 
of the Catholic, or of the Protestant. It was not the mode of be- 
lief, it was not the standard of knowledge, but it was in this 
great principle, — that the individual had an inalienable right 
to worship his Maker according to the desires of his own soul, 
according to the convicticms oi his own mind, however pecu- 
Mar, however different from established systems, his form 
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of faith. This element of character, of actwd freedom im 
mny things is the life-spring of liberty. As the acorn has within 
its narrow compass the elemental growth of ages, so this prin- 
ciple of freedom in the mind, at first applied to one subject, 
will in coming time be aj^lied to all. . As knowledge is ad- 
vanced, its sphere of action will be enlarged, until freedom 
£^ddens ^verj people, and erects its monuments in every 
clime. 

It b a propositicm but few will deny, that the features and 
eiitemal aspects of a country have an influence in the 
formation of the character of its people. We would not lead 
the reader, by this reraaric, to adopt the common error of 
blending cause and efl^ct together by attributing an absolute 
agency to external things, without regard to the character of 
the mind standing in relation to them ; but ra^r to speak oC 
that mutual relation existing between mind and matter which 
is to be appreciated only as it is found to be marked by the 
energies of the soul.* This continent was long in the posses- 

* Locke, in peaking of the fitnew of man for knowledge and m^- 
ptTo^ement, makes use of the following remarkable passage : — 

« Of what consequence the discovery of one natural body, and its 
properties, may be to human lif6, the whole great continent of 
America is a convincing instance'; whose ignorance in useful arts, 
and want of the greatest part of the conveniences of 1^, in a country 
that abounded widi all soHs of natural plenty, I think may be 
attributed to their ignorance of what was to be found in a veiy ordi- 
nary despicable stonO) — I mean the mineral of iron. And. whatever 
we think of our parts or improvements . in this part ci the world, 
where knowledge and plenty seem to vie with each other, yet, to 
any one who will seriously reflect on it, I suppose it will appear past 
doubt, that were the use of kon lost among us, we should in a few 
ages be unavoidably reduced i» the wants and ignorance of the 
ancient savage Amimcans, whose natural endowment^ come uq way 
short of those of the most flourishing and polite nations." 

We do not quote this passage with a view to refute it, but to show 
the opinion of a grave philosopher, who, having written one of the 
ablfist works extant on the nature of the mind, and having asserted 
its iBomateriaHty and mimortality, should so fax forget himself as to 
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son of the barbarian ; and yet his feeUe powera of ^prehen- 
si^^ were not equal to comprehending the beau^ and magnifi- 
cence of its scenery^ much less to manifest traits of character 
as the result of any contemplation of its features. 

In considering the rights and duties oi nations, it becomes 
the spirit of inquiry, that while a just and uncompromising 
regard should be observed in reference to humanity on the one 
hand, we i^uld, on the other, elevate our views in the endeavor 
to comprehend the relations existing between man and exter- 
taX objects, — in J^verence to Him who looks up<m all things 
as parts of a great whole, and defined to infinite pn^[re6sion 
as an integrant of the system of the universe itself. We often 
speak of 

CIVILIZATrON, 

of what it is, of its laws, of its progreiis, of its blessings, of 
its refinements. Are we sure that we have just conceptions 
of the subject ? of what we mean ? of the duties which it 
involves ? of the truths encompassed by our langusige, and of 
the responsibility of our professions in connection with the 
subject ? We fear not We will not arrogate to ourselves an 

make its best energies and refinement dependent on the presence and 
11S6 of iron' ore ! Bince this ore was made known to the savage, 
seven generations have passed away ; and what the condition of the 
savage now is need not be stated. Locke had studied the results of 
the mental capacities, rather than the capacities themselves, in relft- 
tion to external objects. The natural instrument of the mind was 
overlo^ed, and he sought the means of its manifestation in the rifle, 
chisel^ and 'spade, forgetting that the mind invented and manufiic- 
tared them, and therefwe must hove preceded them all» 

Mr. lliompsop, in his interesting work on Mexico, loses sight of 
this distinction. He says, **They have no. fireplaces in Mexico, and 
I tiiink this circumstuice has a great influence on their character." 
The firei^ace is one of the necessities of climate, and its connection 
with ckaractCT is one of the resuHa of socicU condition, but not the 
cause of it. It may^ be that this able writer simply intended to 
lament the .want of the necettity^ and even this must be regarded as 
an incidental influence. 
2 
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ability to answer these questknis above that, which, in all 
humility, we are willing to believe is possessed by our fellow- 
men ; but we may be permitted to express an earnest hope 
that the reader will pur^e with us the inquiry with an honest 
heart and careful mind. 

Civilization, in that enlarged sense in which it is used when 
applied to nations, is a comprehensive term, which embraces 
those relatiiHis, and which cannot be enumerated, that exist 
between man and all external things. Man is a sentient being, 
placed in the midst of objects to be studied and to be known. 
He stands in relation to them all as ruler, and they to him as 
subjects. He stands in relation even to himself, and the oracle 
of Delphi, " Know thyself ^^ was indeed the first step in knowl* 
-edge worthy to be pointed out as of divine origin. The 
degrees of civilization correspond with tl)ose of knowledge, 
comprehending its applications and uses. Its highest state 
would imply a knowledge of our physical system, of its parts, 
of its functions, of the conditions of health, the causes of dis- 
ease, the principles of true temperance, and the penalties of 
violation and abuse. It implies a knowledge of mind, of the 
nature of its faculties, sentiments, and propensities. It em- 
braces all that can be comprehended by the intellect, and all that 
can be realized by the soul. It extends from the circle of the 
individual to tiiat of the nation, and of the world, comprising 
all duties due to ourselves, to our country, to the world, «nd to 
Grod. The sphere of man is infinite, embracing all that is 
small, and all that is great; all that is good, and all that is 
beautiful ; — his destiny is infinite progression. 

The natural world is filled with causes which man is fitted 
to develop and to know. The secret springs of vegetation ; 
the healthful condition of vegetable life ; the uses of things 
that grow, and of inanimate substances ; the objects of beauty, 
and enjoyments of sense ; the numberless purposes of animal 
life; ^e laws of matter, and the elements of mechanical 
power ; in fine, whatever exists upon, within, around, above, 
and beyond the globe, and the globe itself^ — are subjects 
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enjoined upon man for him to master, to control whfaoat abuse, 
and to advance in the great scale of perfection. 

Widi these views, can we adopt the belief ^t the red man 
was the true ii^ntor of this continent ? that such a mag- 
nificent country, with its vast capabilities, should be destined 
to the mere objects of animal life ? that it was to be the 
destiny of the savage to grovel with the beasts ; to study de- 
struction instead of life and growth ; to roam over the land 
without a knowledge of its beauties, or of its latent treasures ? 
Was this earth clothed in matchless beauty, and endowed with 
rich treasures adapted to humanity, forever to revolve in its 
ofbit without development ? Was it created without design, 
without destiny ? To argue such questions would be subject- 
ing reason to the trial of reason, judgment to the rule of doubt, 
and it would imply a total want of that awe and reverence which 
should ever dmiacterize the spirit of our inquiries when we 
study^the works of Infinite Wisdom. 

. This course of' thought leads ut next to notice the fiict 
that our - 

RSSPONSIBILITT INVOLVES A KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONDITIONS 
OF GROWTH. 

Just conceptions of individual or national re^nmsibility in- 
volve a knowledge of the^ conditions of moral and physical 
growth. Having glanced at the motives and circumstances 
which led to the discovery and setdement of this ccmtinent, it 
remains for us briefly to consider the origin, changes, and 
present character of the government, and of those sources of 
power Witfi which we have been so abundantly blessed. The 
motives which actuated the first emigrants were those of enter- 
prise, personal ambition, religious zeal, and the true spirit of 
freedom, really embracing those primary elements necessary 
to the formation of a new and energetic national character. 

Even a rapid view of these elements will enable us to judge 
how favorable they were to results of strength and prosperity. 
The gradual development of interests ; of new wants ; of new 
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sources of comfort, profit, and power ; of cUfficulties and dan- 
gers, were incidental causes favorable to habits of industry, 
virtue, and independence. 
Let us review, for a moment, the early formation of the 

AMERICAN COLONIES AND THE|R DIFFERENT FORMS OF GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

Although the ofAomes were sulijected tb the sovereignty of 
Great Britain, yet most of the early influences, privileges, 
restraints, and institutions established around them, were of 
their own choice and making. While they were willing to 
avail themselves of whatever advantages the mother country 
could extend to them, they did not hesitate to reject what their 
judgment could not approve when proposed for their adoption ; 
and their distance from all civilized nations was a ckrcumstance 
favoring exemption from hom^rule, and stimulating that free 
exercise of all the faculties of the mind in the discussion of 
the^ rights which soon began to give them new traits of. char- 
acter, and which have been continued to their descendants. 

Diversity of privileges, of interests, and of experience, were 
secured to them in the difierent forms in which Great Britain 
extended her laws and protection to the different colonies. 
Thefonn of each became the study of all the others, and the 
results of each were separate, exhibiting the true cau^ of 
success x>T of failure. 

The governments originally formed in the diflerent colonies 
were of three kinds, viz. : the provmdai, the prcprietaryy 
and the charter* 

1. The provincial governments had' no fixed constitution, 

* In noticiiig the different fonnr of tlie colonial goveminelits, and 
the organization, of the general government, we kave made free use 
of the able work of Judge Story on the Constitution of the United 
States. As we bare slightly modified his phraseology in some pas- 
sages, to adapt the matter to our purpose, we have not given the 
Usual marks of quotation. Tliese bilef passages, however, alluded tb, 
are merely historicaL 
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hut deriTed all &eir authority horn coauomamooB^ iasued from 
time to time, by the ciown. They were subject to the pleasure 
of the king. A governor and council were appointed, and 
these were invested with genend executive powers, and w«ne 
at^hcmzed to convene a general assembly ci the representatives 
of the freeholders and planters of the province. The assembly 
was the lower, and the council was the upper house. The 
governor was invested with a veto power upon all their pro- 
ceedings, and had the power to prorogue and dissolve them. 
The legislature had power to make all \oca\ laws and ordinances 
not repugnant to^^ laws of England. Under this form of 
government. New Hampsfairo, New Yoris, Virginia, North 
Cart^iina, South Carolina, and Gre<»gia, were governed, as 
provinces, at the commencement of the America rovohition ; 
and some of them had been so governed from an early period 
g[ their settlement 

2. The proprietary gavemmentt were gmnls by letters 
patent from the crown to one or more persons, as proprietary 
or proprietaries, -conveying to them not ooly the rights of the 
soil, but also the general powers of government within the 
territory so granted, in the nature of feudatory principalities, 
or dependent royalties ; possessing within their own domains 
neariy &e same authority which the crown possessed in the 
provinckd governments, subject, howevjar, to die control of the 
king. The governor was appointed by the proprietary, or 
proprietaries, and the legislature was organized and convened 
according to his or their pleasure. The executive functions 
and prerogatives were exercised by him or them, either per- 
sonally or by the governor for the time being. At the time 
of the revolution, only three governments existed in this form, 
namely, Maryland, held by Lord Baltimore, as proprietary, 
and Peonsylyank and Delaware, held by William Penn, as 
proprietary. 

^. Charter governments were political corporations,: created 
by letters patent, which conferred on the grantees and their 
associates the soil within their territorial limits, and aU the high 
2* 
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powers of legislatiro govenunent. Ilie charters contained a 
ftmdamental constitution for &e colony, distributing the powers 
of government into three great departments, legislative, exBo 
utive, and judicial ; providing for the mode in which these 
powers should be vested and exercised.' The charter govern- 
ments existing at the time of the revolution, were Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 

It is a remaric of theiate Judge Story, that, " notwithstai^ing 
diese differences in their original and actual pditical organiza- 
tion, the colonies, at the time of the American- vrevc4u^CHi, in 
most respects, enjoyed the same general rights and privileges." 
Although we may not dissent from this general remark, still it 
must be admitted that these differences are sufficiently markied 
to be noticed as distinct and separate causes ; and though tl^tr 
effects may have been somewhat blended in a common exp^d- 
ence, we cannot but regard them as sources of ^iff^nt 
results, and, as such, leading in some degree to diversity of 
character. 

The provincial government was the absolute sovereignty 
of the crown, transferred, at pleasure, froiKi an isliemd to the 
contineiit, without any guaranty ^ to favor or^>ermanency. 

The proprietary government gave an interest in the -soil, 
but that interest was secured to individuals, and ^e relations 
between the people and the proprietaries were those of 
dependence. 

The charter government was a division of powers between 
two great parties, according to fixed conditions, each pcurty 
having certain defined and reserved rights, the subordinate 
government being independent only under a constituti£»L 

It will be perceived 4iat m these forms of government there 
are three distinct degreed ci liber^; and yet the scale is 
^aduated to a common head, the British crown, and to which 
all acknowledged their allegiance. 

" In all of these," says Judge Story, " express provision 
was made, that all subjects and their children, inhabiting in the 
colonies, should be deemed natural bom. subjects, and should 
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enjoy all the privileges and imniiiiiities tlwreof. In all of 
tfiem, Ihe coimnoii law of En^and, as £ur as it was applicable 
to their situation, was made the basis ot their junsprodenoe.^' 
Not that the entire system was introduced into any one 
colony, but only such portions of it as each found adapted to 
its own wantB, and were applicable to its own sitoaticMi. Of 
this, each colony judged for itself. 

It is furdier remarked by the same author, that ^ although 
^ coloHM^ had a common origin, and common right, and 
owed & common allegianoe, and ibe inhabitants of all of tham 
were Bridsh subjects, they had notlirect politicafVoniiectioa 
with each other. Each colony was independent of the others, 
and there was no ccmfederacy cat attiance between them, 
l^y were excluded from aU politiccd connection with ibreign 
nations, and #iey followed the fiite and fortunes of the paienl 
eowntry in- p e ace a nd war. ..Still ^le cokmisto were not wholly 
alien to each other. On the coi^raTy, they were fellow-sub- 
jects, and, for many purposesvcttie people. Every colonist had 
a right to inhabit, if he pleased, in any other colony, to trade 
tiierewith,' and ta inherit and hold lands there.'* 

We how come to the first stpp towards the 

OBGANIZATION OF A NATIONAL GOVERNXBKT. 

When the British Parliament asserted the right to legislate 
over the colonies in all cases whatsoever, and made a S3rstem- 
atic effort to execute tins ri^t by acts of internal legislation 
and taxation, it was boMly resisted by them, and a contro- 
versy was commenced which terminated in their independ- 
ence. This new power was manifested in tiie Continental 
Ckmgress of 1774, which adopted unanimously a declaration 
of the rights of the colonies,* -These were disregarded by 
the British government, and the American revolution was the 
result. In the exigencies of the times, union of the colonies 
became a paramount measure, — indeed, it was an absolute 



* See Appendix A 



20 OBGANIZATION OF A NATIONAL OOTBKNMSNT. 

neceasity — as a means of common defence. It was recom- 
mended to each colony to reorganize its govermhent as that 
of a sovereign stato, and to enact such new laws as the tunes 
seemed to require. 

This voluntary association of &e states for purposes of mere 
protection was not designed to be permanent, and, ahhmigh 
every measure was adopted which iiations usually adopt in 
seasons of apprehended danger from a foreign enemy, still 
the reaioval of the occasbn left each state to recede from or 
to continue in the alliance. Be^des, it could but be a^n how 
great would be the dangers of the separation of the confed- 
erated states into independent communities, acknowledging no 
common head, and acting upon no common system. Rival- 
ries, jealousies, real or imaginary wrcmgs, diversities of local 
interests and institutions, would soon sever Ihe ties of a com- 
mon attachment, which bound them together, and bring on a 
state of hostile operati<Mis dai^rous to their peace and sub- 
versive of their permanent interests.* 

One of their first objects, therefore, bejrond .that of theit 
immediate safety, which engaged the attention of the Ccmti* 
nental Congress, was to provide the means of a pemument 
union of all the colonies under a ^neral government Certain 
Articles of Confederation were agreed upon in November, 1777, 
but were not accepted by all the states until March, 1781.- As 
the government was not to go into effect until the consent of 
all the states should be obtained, this delay of mote than three 

* **Ji these states should either be wholly disunited," says Alexan- 
der Hamilton, ^* or only united in partial confederacies, a man must 
be far gone in Utopian speculations, who can seriously doubt that tbo 
BubdiviMons into which they might be thrown would have frequetit 
asid violent contests with eftch other. To presume a want of motives 
for such contests, aa an argUQient against their existence, would be 
to forget that men are ambitious, YindictiTe» and rapacious. To look 
for a continuation of harmcmy between a number of independent, 
unconnected sovereignties, situated in the saine neighborbood, would 
be to disregard the uniform course of human events, and to set at 
defiance the accumulated experienee of ages." 
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jean gare good opiKHtunhy for delibemtioQ and diacwnoo. 
It was sooQ foond, boweyer, tiiat the Articles adopted were 
d^acthre, not being safficiendy comprehensive and ^kient 
for the goveBun^ot (^ a nation. The states were exceedingly 
jealous c^ their own ri^ts, and, having realized a iHtter expe« 
nenee m their ferine religions with the parent country, they 
doubtless entertained feaxs, and raised doubts not justified by 
e^i^iteaed views. 

It soon became evident, fircnn a gradual development of the 
subject by discussicm, and from actual ezperienee, that a new 
eonsttfution was higMy knportant, and, afier several partial 
meetings in ccmventicHi of a portbn of the states, a general 
ccmventicni of commissioners was called from all the. stales, 
and met in Philadelphia in May, 1787. After very protracted 
deliberations, and great diversities of opinion, they finally, on 
the 17th of September, 1787, firamed the present Constitution 
of the United States, and recommended it to be laid by the 
Congress before the several states^to be by them considered 
and ratified u> conventions of the representatives of the peo- 
ple, to be called for tiiat purpose. Conventions were accord- 
ingly called iil all the states, except Rhode Island, and after 
many warm discussions, the Constitution was ratified by all of 
them, except North Carolina and Rhode Island. It was sub- 
sequently adapted by North Carolina in November, 1789, and 
by Rhode Island in May, 1790. Vermont was admitted Feb- 
ruary 18, 1791. 

As the Preafnble of the Constitution adopted imbodies the 
motives of those who framed and accepted it, we copy it as a 
lesson of instruction. 

-" We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquil- 
lity, provide for the common defence, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves a.nd 
Our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the 
United Stages of America." 

In making this brief and hasty recital of the events con- 
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nected with the growth of our state aiKl general govemments, 
we are compelled to confine ourselves to mere outline. We 
have denned it pertinent to our suliject to notice these few 
detaik, as illustrating the different trials and processes throu^ 
which these forms of government were passed before the 
results were reached, and which now bless our states and our 
general country. The work is one bearing all the marks of 
scrupulous care, of ability and integrity. Three different forms 
of government were tried by the different colonies, and three 
conventions were held by them, each convention performing 
its degree of labor, before the collected wisdom of the people 
could be imbodied and detailed in a shape that should at the 
same time practically meet the^ wants of the nati^i) and -do 
justice to the cause of universal freedom.* 

* ** The Constitution of the United States," says De Tocqueville, 
** is like th.08|e exquisite productions of human industry which insure 
wealth and renown to their inventors, but which are profitless in 
otiier hands. This truth is exeniplified by the condition of Mexico 
at the present time." We should be sorry to admit that this rtmaik 
needed no qualification. ,The bare desire for a free government is a 
step towards it. The successful administration of it requires the wis- 
dom and experience of age, and these must be preceded by a certain 
amount of mental capacity. 

" A great equity lawyer/* says Mr. Webster,*-** had truly said that, 
ever since the revolution of 1688, law had been the basis of public 
Ubcrty. He held it to be undoubted that the state o^ society depends 
more on elementary law, and the principles and rules that control 
the transmission, distribution, and free alienation of property, than 
on positive institutions. Written constitutions sanctify and confirm 
great principles, but the latter were prior in existence to the former. 
Habeas Corpus Act, the BUI of Rights, Trial by Jury, were surer bul- 
warks of right and lib«rty than written constitutions. The gradual 
establishment of oiu: free institutions was the work of time and ex- 
perience, not the immediate result of any written instrument. 
English and our colonial history were full of those experiments in 
representative government which lieralded and led to our more per- 
fect system. Wken our revolution made us independent, we had not 

* In hii speech delivered at Charleston, S. C, at a dinner given him by 
the Charleston Bar. 
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In dus instrument and in the Declaration of Independence, 
are to be found the fundamental principles of our national gov- 
ernment, and m which centre all those great sources of duty 
which involve justice and accountabili^. 

Every tme^end <^ liberty finds a subject of congratula- 
tion in 

THE INDISSOLUBLE NATUEE OF THE UNION. 

This indissoluble combination of sovereignties <^ a gradual 
and similar fcurmation is one of those extracurdinftry events of 
time,, in which all may recognize the ruling hand of Provi- 
dence. Such a union is one of inconceivable strength and 
permanency. We can see the elements of its growth, but we 
cannot even predict the beginning of the causes of its decay. 
It is enveloped in almost numberless circles of sovereignty. 
Its heart caimpt be reached by danger. Towns, counties, 
states, and their unnumbered institutions, have each their own 
independent sphere of action, and theur growing and diversi- 
fied strength is a perpetual source of power to the Union.* 

to frame govenmient for ounelyes — to hew it out of the original 
block of marble ; our history and eGq>erlQnce presented it ready made 
and proportioned to our hands." 

The causes of progress may be foimd in the nature of maa ; th« 
means for their development in the nature of things ; aad the re* 
suits appear in our character, laws, and institutions. These, as they 
are recorded, become important aids to new and farther developments. 

* " Local assemblies of citizens," saysDe TocqueriUe, ** constitute 
the strength of free nations. Town-meetings are to liberty what 
primary schools are to science ; they bring it within the people's 
reach, they teach men how to use and how to enjoy it." The same 
author says, in another place, ** In the American states power has 
been disseminated with admirable skill, for the purpose of interest- 
ing the greatest possible number of persons in the common weaL 
Independently of the electors, who are from time to time called into 
action, the body politic is diyided into innumerable functionariee and 
officers, who all, in their several spheres, represent the same power- 
fdl whole, in whose name they act The local administration thus 
affords an unfiuling source of profit and interest to a vast numbet of 
individuals." 
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They are Hmbs of the great body politic. Their various 
modes of action, and the manifestation of their differeijt views, 
sentiments, interests, and prejudices, are but the exercise 
necessary to their own growth, and to the hedthy condition of 
that great body of which they are members. Its duration 
cannot be measured by man. The combined action of ene- 
mies without, and the assaults of party spirit within, can have 
no tendency, but to develop new energies, and to add new 
strength. It may rise in its grandeur and might for centiiriea 
to come ; have its periods of growth and decay, its blessings 
and its troubles ; but its changes can only be those of progress. 
Dissolution may be discussed, threatened, and, possibly, €Ten 
attempted ; but every discussion will increase the knowledge 
of the indispensable necessity of union, every threat will add 
to the zeal of its friends, and every attempt to subvert it will 
create new safeguards for its protection and perpetuity. The 
physical world in its variety, and the mental world in its 
unity, encircle its boundaries and centralize its interests. 

The DISSOLUTION- op ^UCH a UNION^ IS A KORAL IMPOSSI- 
BILITY.* 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

is a sacred instrument, not only to the people of this country, 
but to the worid. It is not a charter to bless a particular peo- 
ple, but the race. Our relation to the soil of this continent is 

* We find the following eloquent passage in the able report of the 
secretary of the treasury, Decemlyer, 1847 : — 

** Upon this pointy sectional fanatics, few in nmnber at home, and 
despots abroM^ concurring witih them, may hope or menace ; but the 
American Union is a moral und physical, a political an4 commercial 
necessity, and never can, or will, be dissolved. As well might we 
attempt to decompose tiie great element of nature which holds to- 
gether the planets, suns, and systems of the universe, as hope to sever 
the links of mighty lakes and rivers, of ever-extending telegraphs* 
railroads, and canals, of &ee trade, of intercourse, of interest, of love 
and affection, of the glories of the past, the present, and future, which 
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iHit a tempomry one. Though citizen transfera to citizen his 
deeds of pecuniary intereit, his mora] relation to the soil is 
one of sacred trust All goTemments are commissions of trust, 
and proq)erity and true glory await them only as they are 
fidthfully executed. 

The Indian, the steward of one talent, huried it, and made 
no interest ^^ From him that hath not shall be taken away 
even that which he hath." We are endowed widi more talents, 
and they involve corresponding responsibilities. If our work 
is of any account, it makes a part of that Providence which 
numbers the hairs oi our heads, and directs the destiny of 
nations. If it be any thing, it is one of vast concern and strict 
accountaUlity. 

Placed upon a continent <^ great ejctent, we are fkvored with 
that variety of climate and schI necessary to the coundess 
products suited to the condition of man. Watered by mighty 
rivers and Udces, commerce moves its wealth upon them to 
every region of our land. The fountains meet the ck>uds in 
their heights, and send to our fields and valleys their fertilizing 
streams. Bound on every side with coasts and harbors, the 
products of our coimtry are carried to every clime, and those 
of other nations are brought to ours. Enlivened and enriched 
by the spirit c^ enterprise, the valleys are exalted, the moun- 
tains are made low, and roads of iron radiate from every ciQr, 
and are traversed with stupendous frei^ts with the speed of 
the wind ; and wi^ the speed of lightning, intelligence it 

must forever bind together the American Union. Indeed, when we 
look upon the Amerioan revolution, the framing of our Ck>natitution, 
the addition of Louisiana, Florida, Texas, and Oregon, our ever- 
extending area, products, and population, our triumphs in war and 
peace, we must be blind to the past, and close our eyes upon tlie ful- 
filling realities of the future, if we cannot perceive and gratefully 
acknowledge that a higher than an earthly power stiU guards and 
directs our destiny, impels us onward, and has selected our great and 
happy country as a model and ultimate centre of attraction for all the 
nations of the world." 
3 

or THE 

UNIVERSITY 

Of 
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tar&nsmitted from boundary to boundary of the entire continent 
Steamships plough every ocean, and, with the aid of the 
mighty press, report all our acts to other nations, ajad they in 
return report to us. Experiments of governments, of sci- 
ence, and reform, are closely watched and studied 'by every 
people.* 

OUR GOVERNMENT IS THE BULE OF THE PEOPLE. 

It is a republic that secures^ as from a common centre to its 
entire circumference, equal rights and freedom to all. It 
gives freedom to mind, sectirity to body, and protection to 
interests. 

The democracy of the republic is in process of develop- 
mentt The people are sovereign. Man stands alone, in his 
dignity, representing both government and subject. He acts 
for himself and for the greatest good of the whole people. 
Hie virtue of the masses is blended in action, and conscience 
is beginning to rule. Every man being made to feel that he 
is accountable to his God for the acts of his country, he is ever 
ready to serve her wiA unyielding integrity. He lives and 
rejoices in her glory, and suffers in her shame. Eariy taught 
at the district sdhool, he knows the power of knowledge, and 

* See Appendix B. 

t " If the men of our time were led by attentive observation, and by 
sincere reflection, to acknowledge that the gradual and progressive 
development of social equality is at once the past and future of their 
history, this solitary truth would confer the sacred character of a 
divine decree upon the change. To attempt to check democracy, 
would be, in that case, to resist the will of God ; and the nations 
would then be constrained to make the best of the social lot awarded 
to them by Providence." ** Christianity, which has declared that all 
men are equal in the sight of God, will not refuse to acknowledge 
that all citizens are equal in the eye of the law. But, by a singular 
concourse of events, religion is entangled in those institutions which 
democracy assails, and it is not unfirequently brought to reject the 
equality it loves, and to curse that cause of liberty as a foe, which it 
might hallow by its alliance." — De Tooquev^, 
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the sad penalties of igiKMraoce. He fears noCfaii^ but wrong, 
and claims nothing but right 

Originating in millions of moral and intelligent beings, whit . 
a fearild aggregate of power to be delegated to rulers ! And 
with its privileges, what duties of fearful magnitude are imposed 
upon them ! JVhat trusts from the nation, from the world, and 
from God ! , 

An independent child of one oi the greatest powers upon 
earth, our nation is looked upon as the great beacon of liberty 
and self-government throughout the world. The cause oi 
democracy is the universal cause of equal rights and freedom, 
and it is placed with us, more than with any other people, to 
be protected, preserved, and advanced. It is not the cause of 
a day, but of alt coming time; not of a people, but of -a 
world.* 



* Our national charities, our educational and religious missions, 
our constant oommeroisl intercourse with all countries, -smrve to con- 
ciliate differences which sepit^rate the people of diffiront nations ftom 
our own, and to impose upon us those additional duties, which grati- 
tude in others, and success ior ourselves, are sure to originate, as the 
high reward for the privileges of doing good. 

** Nothing can be more desirable,'* says a sensible writer, ** than 
tb raise the' minds of the American people to a * level with their sta- 
tion,' and to call <^ their thoughts firom the narrow pursuits of psr- 
sdnal <a national aggrandisement. A nobler oliject is set before them 
in the great moral enterprise to which this nation is. called. Our 
field is the world. It is our influence on the whole hiiman race that 
principally constitutes, it may be hoped, the pectdiarity of American 
destiny. • 

** It was long ago said, respecting the leader of our revolution, the 
great and good Washington, that he had filled the world with his 
own and his country's glory -r- that tiie Arab and ^e Tartar conversed 
about him in their tents. This was rhetorically uttered, but with 
sufficiently near approach to the truth to redeem the remark from 
mere declamation. 

« Our opinions have been embraced, and our example has been 
followed, in too many instances, not to tndicacte the general estimation 
in which the country is held abroad. Wherev» revolutions in gov- 
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We can utter^ with a cheerful heart and fearless i^irit, — ^ 
** Our country r however hounded ; our country ^ right or 
wrong,'*'* Not to he continued in error ; hut to he sustained 
when right, and to he righted when wrong. We have an 
individuality V as a nation, as we have personal identity as citi« 
zens^ There should he a national consciou^ess, a national 
identity. Ail that makes the man helps make the nation, and 
all that makes the nation hel]ps make the world. 

THE DESTINY OF OUE NATION 

has heen alluded to hy some of our puMic men with aii'elo- 
quence hefitting the cause of truth, and with a judgment indic- 
ative of rare attainments. Others, we regret to observe, have 
spoken of the suhject as one of Mvolous assumption, and as 
the forced conviction of party, and for party purposes. 

We can understand and respect a man who honestly con- 
tends against our faith, for we are equally concerned in all the 
great objects of existence. Truth is our common friend ; but 
there is a withering levity in the spirit that would ponder 
lightly the solemn convictions of any one who believes in a 
destiny,, whether concerning his own soul or his own country. 
It is an inspiration of high sentiment, if not of logical deduc- 
tion ; and the faith, whether from instinct or knowledge, is 
enlitled to be reverenced and honored. We are not beings of 
chance ; our country is not an accident in the providence of 
Grod. If we have evil, it is the legitimate fruit of sin, — a 
warning to men and nations doing wrong. If we are blessed 

eminent have been attempted, or realized, in modem timeB, the model 
has evidently been America, the encouragement America's success. 
France, <jhreece, Belgium, Mexico, and the republics of South Amer- 
ica, each strove to change their condition, in the expectation of secur- 
ing somewhat of the freedom and hi^piness of these United States." 
— Christian Spectator, March^ 1834. 

These remarks were published in 1834. What a chapter of national 
-events, which have transpired since that time, might be made up, our 
readers hare no occasioB to be advised. 
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with goodnefls, the examples endure foieyer, as encouiage* 
mentB to those doing right Every person and every nation 
has a destiny marked by an Akni^ty hand. What that has 
been to us and to our couitfry in past time, is a matter of his- 
tory, the beginning of its being ; but what it is to be, no human 
wisdom can predict, affirm, or deny. If we believe in a Grod 
of infinite power and love, our aspirations in sentiment should 
elevate us to that condition of confident hope unknown to the 
atheist, the anohor to the soul that is true to its divine 
integrity. (See Appendix.) 
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REVIEW OF THE EATE WAR 

BETWEEN THE KEPUBUCS OF THE ITNITED STATES 
AND MEXICO. 



In proceeding to execute our plan, in leaving general 
topics for specifics ones, in discussing measures of govern- 
ment which have been, or which are, the reader must not 
deem us officious if we ask him to accompany us in the in- 
vestigations which are to follow, with a spirit of candor and 
divested of all prejudice. 

The subjects which we propose to discuss are of great con- 
cern, though generations have passed away, each leaving its 
own mark of wisdom upon them. They are among^the high- 
est and holiest which can claim, the attention of man, and the 
common interest, in whicK all are sharers, should be a defence 
against selfish views or disguised positions. Let us remember 
the injunction of Tacitus, *' Veritas visu et niora^ falsa festir 
natione et incertis valescmU,^^ Let us bring to our aid those 
views and fundamental principles which have already re- 
ceived our attention, and endeavor to place ourselves in tiiat 
relation of duty which shall be in harmotiy with their inqui- 
sitions. 

In considering the subject of this chapter, the late tear 
"between the United States and Mexico^ we are almost 
necessarily led first to &e great and yet unsettled questicm 
of war itself. 
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WHAT IS THE NATXTHE OF WAR ? 

Wbat is its design ? What may it accomplish in the provi- 
dence of God ? Is it necessary, is it justifiable, under any cir- 
cumstance ? What have nations done to avert it ? What can 
they do ? • .What ought they to do ? These are questions re- 
peatedly aske(}, and with a sincerity of purpose which is ever 
entitled to consideration. 

Men have courage boldly to make war, to sanction it, to 
provide means for its prosecution, to acknowledge its good re- 
sults ; but they do not seem to be persuaded that it admits of 
that unquestionable moral defence which challenges all contro- 
versy, as a settled provision of nature. All nations admit its 
necessity, by providing for it ; and all nations are professedly 
in favor of peace. It is fostered by all nations as a defeibce, 
and dresuled by all as a calamity. It is viewed by the same 
people as the protecting power of substantial blessings, and as 
a curse entailed upon the race by the wickedness of man.* If 
it be a curse, its failure shoidd prove a blessing; and yet 
there can be no failure in wcur without disgrace, no success 
without glory. Hundreds of generations have been bom to 
Kfe, and have returned to dust ; nations have risen to splendor 

* A recent writer, of ability ap4 eloquence, alludes to the tann 
" latot of war " as an absurdity. ♦* Laws in that," he says, "which is 
lawless ! order in disorder ! rules of wrong ! " He is inconsistent 
with himself. The acknowledgment of law in what has been lawlesi 
is a step towards conventional control. The absurdity appears only in 
the assumption and use of fedse premises. See an oration delirered 
by Charles Sunmer,. (Boaton, 1846,) entitled The JVue Orwuhur of 
NaHons^ We admire the spirit of this author ; U is war against war; 
but he is in advance of the age. He is not practicaL He should study 
more the nature of man — the nature of things. He has pictured to \is 
the splendors of space without an acknowledgment of the forces that 
move the bodies wlw$h.fill it. He has gi¥«n the rainbow in its beau- 
ty, but has forgotten the cloud and its thunders which produced it. 
He has given us the grandeur of nations, but he has detached it from 
the conditions of mortality. 
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and power, and have fallen to decay ; even a world of being 
has been swept from the earth by deluge, and war has been 
the common lot of all ; and yet but few seem willing to ac- 
knowledge the hand of Providence in the recognition of its 
mighty movements, or its mighty aims. 

Man has become an apologist for his Maker, rather than the 
student of his laws. He admits his rule, but practically denies 
his wisdom. The events pf war are unqualifiedly condenmed 
as sinful, and yet they are said to be overruled by Providence 
for ike ultimate good of all / as if man's errors were necessa- 
ry to Omnipotence ! as if infinite wisdom was in eternal c(hi- 
flict with its own designs ! as if infinite power were forced to 
conditions of compromise ! as if infinite love had failed in its 
mission to nations ! as if infinite justice had proved impracti- 
cable I and infinite mercy an unappreciable blessing ! 

In his infinite goodness may God help us to be faithful, not 
only in belief, but in our professions of duty. Let us be true 
to the highest standard tiiat is within us, or about us, and exe- 
cute our convictions according to our best knowledge ; but, 
in whatever we think or do, may our entire being submit to 
the sublimest of truths, that there is a Grod infinite in all his 
attributes, whose will is reality, and whose nature is universal 
good. The existelace of evil proves the necessity of reform in 
the moral, religious, and physical nature of man. We can dis- 
cover no defect in this necessity, but rather the only condition 
of being that admits of progress;, the only process which 
admits of accountability, and of that ever-increasing purity of 
character which comes from a growing knowledge of God and 

all his Works. We 

" cannot go 

Where universal lore not smiles around, 
Sustaining all yon orbs and aU their suns ; 
From, seeming evil still educing good, 
And better thence again, and better stiU, 
In infinite progression.*' 

We can doubt the existence of all external things ; we can 
doubt even our own being, and find relief in the reflection that 
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our reason has become a wreck ; but the doubt that would lesKH 
the rule of Omnipotence in the least of all things, would ojpea 
upon us that dreadful and withering alternative, that he who 
fails in th^ least of things may fail in the greatest. With us, 
such a doubt can have no place. 

What is war ? Wcur is a form of national death or suffer- 
ing. It is the conflict qf arms between two nations to sustain 
right, GT m attempts to continue wrong. Or, in the language 
of the Hon. Mr. Rhett, of S. C.,* ** In its effbcts it is not con- 
fined to those engaged in military operations. It is not with 
the army and liavy merely. War is a state of hostility and 
enmity between every man, woman, and child, of one nation, 
with every man, woman, and child, of another nation. All 
property, as well as life, is subject between the belligerents to 
the law of violence every where — on sea or land.*^ But this 
question leads us to first principles, and to ask what are the prin 
cvpUs of war ^ the fundamental principles of war, as developed 
in man and in nature. 

We may learn much from analogy. All nature is made elo- 
quent by Uie power of God, and speaks the language of truth 
itself. ^ L^t us study what we can see, what we can know, 
without arrogating those impious assumptions that woidd make 
us wise above our Maker. 

We find the principle of war in all things, even in peace 
societies against war. It may be seen in the elements, 
as displayed in the tempests of the sky and upon the bil- 
lows of the mighty deep. It may be found in the earth, 
in its soils and substances ; t in the countless forms of 
vegetable growth, in their processes of decay and reproduc- 
tion. X It may be seen in the insect world, as illustrated by 

* See Speech of Mr. Bhett, deltrered in the U. S. House of Repre- 
sentatrres. 

t As developed in chemistry. The termjx>Mon is but another word 
fbrtoor, — tJ^e toof of matUr. 

X Plants are poisonous and antidotaL Many of them, and shrubs, 
have means of deli9nce. These means are the prickles and thorns 



84 WHAT IS THE NATURE OF WAR? 

its systems of defence, conquest, and destruction.* It may 
be seen in the viper^s fang,t in the hercm^s claw4 cu^d in the 
woodpecker^s tongue.^ It may be seen in the lion^s tooth, and 

with which we find them armed. The euphorbia, the eaotUB, and 
other similar plants, are in a good degree preserved by their thorns from 
violence. The gardener may protect the rose in the greenhouse, but it 
relies upon its own means of protection in the field. We have a sin- 
gular example in the dioncea musciptUa, <* Its leaves are jointed, and 
ftimished with two rows of strong prickles ; their suifiEUies covered 
with a number of minute glands, &c. When these piffts are touched 
by the legs of fiies, the two lobes of the leaf instantly ^ring up, the 
rows of prickles lock themselves fSetst together, and squeeze the unwa- 
ry animal to death.'' In this description of Smellie, we have omitted 
any allusion ** to a sweet liquor " which he supposes was secreted by 
the glands to ailure the fiies. Such la iiot the facti 

* The reader miist be familiar with numerous examples illustrat- 
ing this remark. Some of the most interesting may be found in the 
histOTy of the ant and the bee. 

t The fang of a viper is a clear and curious example of mechanical 
contrivance. It is a perforated tooth; loose at the root ; in its quiet 
state lying down flat upon the jaw, but ftimish^ with a muscle, 
which, with a jerk, and by the pluck, as it w^e, of a string, sudden^ 
ly erects it. Under the tooth, clode to its root, and communicating 
with the perfDration, Ues a small bag containing the venom. When 
the feuig is raised, the closing of the jaw presses its root against the 
bag underneath, and the force of this compression sends out the fluid, 
with a considerable impetus, through the tube in the middle of the 
tooth. — Paietfe Natural Theology, That the venom of the serpent has 
its use in nature, there can be no question. That there are exempts 
from its dangers may be inferred from the warning which the rattle- 
snake gives when about to bite, and from the shining qualities of the 
ceticoatl in the dark, (a poisonous snake of Mexico,) to notify the 
traveller of its presence, and of his danger. . 

X The middle claw of the heron and cormorant is toothed and 
notched like a saw. These birds are great fishers, and these notches 
assist them in holding their 8lii^>ery prey. 

i The woodpecker lives chiefly upon insects lodged in the bodiea 
of decayed or decaying trees. Fot the purpose of boring into the 
wood, it is friniished with a bill, straight, hard, angular, and sharp. 
When, by means of this piercer, it has reached the cells of the insects, 
then comes the office of its tongues which tongue^ firvt, ia of suoh a 
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in the eye of the monarch df the sea.* It may be teen m all 
tilings which have life or growth; in the means of defence with 
which they are supplied, implying power of attack or resistance. 
. If we look into society, we find the elements of war in the 
d^ence which is given to liberty of person, of property, and of 
Hfe. In violation of law, all are tatoi by common consent of 
society. The vagrant is fined, the criminal punished, and the 
murderer hanged.t Here we find violence to meet violence, 
even between individuals, where a milder course is practici^ 
ble, and would prove more efficient ; and yet before this step 
is taken, nations are called upon to denounce war, when all 
other reikiedies, in the present ecHidition of the wcvld, are im- 
practicable. All reforms commence with the individual, and, 
after passing through the various conventional circles, reach 
the nadon. Let the commencement be seen before tiie end is 
. demanded. 

len^h. that the l)ird can dart it out three or four inches from the bill, 
in this respect differing greatly from every other species of Urd; in 
tiie second place, it is tipped with a stifl^ ^harp, hony thorn ; and in 
tiie third place, this Up is dentated on both sides^ like the beard of an 
arrow or the barb of a hook. — Pahy's Natmral ThtfUog^ 

* In vi/Gcwing the structure of ^the eye, as adjusted to the condition 
of fish^ we may remark the peculiar thickness of the sclerotic coat 
in the whale. Although he breathes the atmosphere, and lies out an. 
the surface of the water, to escape his enemies he will plunge seitt* 
hundred fiithoms deep. The pressure therefore must be very great upon 
his surfMje, and on the surfiu^ of the eye. — De kt Beeke* When we 
make a aection of the iHiole eye, cutting through the cornea, the 
sclerotic coat, which is dense as tanned leather, increases in thick- 
ness towards the back part, and is full five times the thickness be- 
hind that it is at th^anterior part. * The natural enemies of the whale 
are the. sword-fish and the shariL ; and it is stated, that this huge 
ereature, being without means of defence of any kind, carries his ene- 
mies, that have fixed upon him, to a depth of water, and consequently 
to a pressure, which subdues them, as their bodies are not constituted 
for- such depths. It is under this instinct that when the whale 
reeeiyes the harpoon, he dives to the bottom. 

t Many of the most respectable citisens of Massachusetts, we mp H 
froHth have finr many years opposed, with all tiieir ability and influ- 
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If we turn to man, we find him a being of thought and pas- 
mcfUBy a liying example of conflict within himself, and with 
others ; * his mind endowed with powers to discover, and Ihs 
limbs with aptitudes for destruction and defence. We find his . 
phyncal system guarded by numberless lawa, as by a soldiery, 
inflicting pains for all acts of violation and neglect Pain is 
the body's protector, its scourge and friend. If we follow 
him to the world of thought, there science and religion are 
found to be contests (or truth ; and all the elements of right 
and wrong, in that eternal conflict of which no man can pre- 
dict the end. We find him .at the head of nations, with his 
armies of attack and defence, and with a magnitude oi means 
corresponding to the magnitude of his power. Man meets 
man, nations meet nations. Instinct points out the enemy of an 
insect, reason discovers the enemy of man. What is this but 
a system of divine beneficence ? a beautiful system of progres- 
sive growth in the forms of matter and of mind. It gives 
even to d^ath a feature of beauty, inasmuch as it makes an in- 
dispensable element of life. It is but the steps between the 
great changes in the ceaseless progress of all created things. 
There are forms, of death to every form of life. There are 
conditions of life to every form of being. Even the immortal- 
ity of the soul itself is based upon this j)rinciple ; it cannot live 
except the body die. And with what awe and submission should 
we speak it, — the infinite love of the Father of all is made 
known to his children by the blood of His only Son stream- 
ing from the cross ! What is it, then, that we wquld ask ? are 
we wise above Grod, that we should blindly regard his works ? 
Are natic»is without the pale of God's laws and protection ? 

enee, the abolition of capital punishment ; and jet they are violent in 
their opposition to war. They are yrilling to put a population of 
more than 700,000 people against a nngle nnanned man to the deathf 
and still they cannot see the necessity of war ! Some of the other 
States are in the same position. Some have made a glorious begin- 
ning in the cause of reform, by abolishing capital punishment. 
^ St. Paul's Einstle to the Bomans, chap, vii 
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Have we no foith m his ways, do belief in his provideooe ? 
Rather let us caafem ignorance, than pioless knowledge diat 
is impious. War at all times is a power of fearful reapon- 
sibility. Let us study its principle, and learn ita conditioaB, 
that peace may come from knowledge^* Let* us point 
out its terrible penalties, diat wisdom may realize 4he great 
privilege of avoiding them. Let us find the value of life by 
knowing its conditions ; its objects, l^ understanding its laws. 
Our position is oBe of ignorance and imperfection ; and men* 
tal darkness is a state of sufieiing. Our destiny is one of prog- 
ress ; a gradual increase of mental light A state of ignorance 
and imperfection is a state of war, impl^ong all the causes 
necessary to produce it A state of knowledge and obedience 
to God's laws, is . a. state of. peace, implying all the causes 
necessary to preserve it 

Because we find in war an important element of reform, 
because we find it in the constitution of God's providence, we 
would not withhold our admiration from the friends of peace. 
The mission of Christ was one of peace, and we honor all who 

* Where a high state of .dvilizaition is found, ^here alio the arts of 
war will be Ailly understood. But the axiom, that inforunity of war- 
like implemetlts proves an unwarlike nation, is fidse ; for wars have 
been as numerous, as bitter, and as continuing, when waged by bar- 
barians with no better weapons than dubs and arrows, as when we 
liave laid all Uxe powers of ohemivtry and mechanism under contribu- 
tion, to do that scientifically in the mass, that ^e savage is foroed to 
do, like a butcher, with his own hand, in detaiL Indeed, the more 
certain the efficiency of the destructive engines, ^e more certain is 
the reign of peace. — Review -of Howieon'e Eu r opea n Cbbmiee, Metrop, 
Mag. Lond. YoL XL p. 181. The patents taken out in the United 
States fcNT the invention of **Jirearmi and implements of war, and parte 
thereof, inotuding the mamrfoQture of shot an4 fftmpO¥fder," stand as 
banging to the citisens of the several Stat^ as follows : Maine, 7 ; 
N.H., 6; Vt.,5; Mass., 40; ILL, 1; Conn., 20; N.Y., 60; N. J., 
S; Penn., 46; DeL, 2; Md., 10; Ya., 10; S. C, 2; Ga^ 1 ; Ala., 1 ; 
JjBUf 1 ; Ky., 8 ; Ohio, 9 ; Mich., 1 ; Ind., 2 ; Mo., 1 ; — all other 
States, noM, See the valuable reports of the Hon. Edmund Burke^ 
CommissioB^ of the XT. S. Patent Office. 
4 
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follow in the glory^ of his teachings. Their standard is in the 
bow of the cloud, reflecting beauty to a world. Their mission 
eaates after war, and without war their mission had not been 
known.* War, like a storm in its dark masses, moves over 
the fair fiace of nature, spreading dismay and destruction in its 
path; wImIc peace, with its benignant smiles, like the sunshine, 
fi^lows and lights up the scenes of its past fury, aitid gains new 
features of beauty, and new }oy» by contrasts War destroys 
but to renovate, and it is the province of peace to exalt and 
beautify. The soldier and the friend of peace can exist only 
together.t The friend of peace is the friend of man^ the phi- 

* In a diflcOiirsB recently delivered by the Rev. Dr. Dewey, before 
the Ameriean Peace Society, he manifests a cand<»r that is hardly in 
keeping with his views. He says, ** In past years I have oiteaa. thought 
and said, that the cabse of i>eace. languished for the want of antago- 
nism. The case seemed too plain. The cause was too good. There 
was not opposition enough to stir up the re(^uisite zeal in its M^nds. 
But within a year past a spirit has sprung up in this very country 
that offers antagonism enough. We sec^ that tiie war spirit has not 
died out of the human heart." Dr. Dewey is not an uUra partisan in 
roipect to war. He ^ys, ** for I do not contend that in every possi- 
ble case it is wrong te^take the sword." 

t " We hear much (pot too much, certainly) concerning the hor- 
rors 6f war. The picture which is drawn of those horrors is not over- 
charged. It is all true to flwt and reality. The catalogue of atroci- 
ties which War occasions is easily filled up, because tiiose atrocities 
are public, notorious transactions, enacted in tiie open &ce of Heav- 
en. The pass^n^ that lead to them are such as may be indulged, 
through the license of the world's opinion, without scruple. But 
can any refl,^cting man doubt, that as large, if not a still larger cata- 
logue of what may be called the horrors of peace, — such, I mean, as 
belong exclusively to a time oi peace, such as war banishes, and 
may perhaps be regar^pd as a remedy for in Providence, — might be 
made out ? Take, for example, 1^ times that preceded the first 
French revolution ; consider the state of society in that country, the 
morals of the people in all classes, the monstrous abuses which were 
not only tolerated but consecrated by the insane delusion which left, 
nnburied and chained to the living body of society, the dead and 
corrupt past ; and if out horror at the bloody scenes which followed 
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lanthropiif tkit would lift him to duty and to happiaeflt. The 
soldier is the feaiiess pioneer who gives hina opportunity to 
make known and to execute hk beneficent purposes, and to 
accomplish his ends. The soldier strikes down the barriers of 
wickedness which claim no defence but in physical strength, 
and which reason and intelligence would require long ages to 
overcome ; and it is the friend of peace who follows in his 
mildness, but in his power, to establi^ harmony, and to make 
known ihe moral laws of God, where ignorance, sin, and mis- 
ery only were known befose. 

All Christian nations agree that war is a calamity pregnant 
with inhere!^ evils, and fraught with consequences which every 
patriot who is true to die noUest attributes of his nature sin- 
cerely strvres to avert On this momentous subject the civilized 
world sti^ds united in theory, and every consideration of a moral 
nature seenis to confirm and strengthen this proposition as one 
of ultimate adoption. The entire voice of two hundred mil- 
lions o[ C&tholics and Protestants responds amen to the uni- 
versal prayer for peace am<»g idl nations. No man in his heart, 
no nation in its councils, no league in its pcdicy, demands war. 

is not diminished, is not our amasement les8» when we trace those 
scenes to their t^ue cause ? ♦ ♦ * We can see what the contem- 
poraries of the great tragedy were too near to ^scern, — that the 
interests of humanity required that there shoiUd be a violent social 
convulsion, and an overthrow of existing institutions. The soil of 
society must be broken up by the ploughshare of revolution and war, 
before it could be prepared to produce what humanity craved. Con- 
sider the thirty years, of peace with which the nations of the first 
class in Christendom have been blessed since the career of Napoleon 
was terminated on the decisive field of Waterloo. And is there any 
thinking man among us, so blindly wedded to theory, or so afraid of 
betraying a good cause by acknowledging a plain truth, who believes 
OQT will assert that such a peace could have been enjoyed for so long 
a period, had it not been preceded by the desolating but purifying 
flame of war, which was allowed to pass over the earth, and to bum 
up the corrupt noxious materials that had been accumulating for 
centuries?— iZtfv. Mr, Lunf$ ArtiOery Eketion DUooune, (Bbston, 
1847.) 
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The statesman who gives direction to the* destiny of hiscoun- 
try hy internal measures of economy, and who frames treaties 
with foreign powers for the protection of rights and the just 
interests of men, admits of no principle which would justify 
war in preference to an honorable peace, or predicate the 
welfare of a nation upon the magnitude of its power. All 
rest upon the illimitable basis of Christian principle, which 
has its origin in the will of the Almighty, and its develop- 
ment in the deeds of good men, and in the just measures of 
nations. This is the acknowledged standard of the Christian 
world. - ► 

With this standard before us, it becomes a serious question 
how far war has been or may be made flie inrtrument of power 
in advancing the cause of human freedom, and of securing to 
the citizen of every clime a just and permanent government. 
The progress of nations is as unequal ^as that of individuals ; 
and as the freedom and prosperity of the latter always stand 
in relation to the stability of the former, all temporary, 
minor considerations of inclividual interest, or of comfort, 
should be made to yield to the ultimate good of all. The 
want of principle in a nation which denies to its citizens that 
protection to which they are entitled ; the weakness of a. gov- 
ernment which iy continually subjecting its citizens to changes 
destructive of all those privileges which render existence a 
blessing ; the subserviency of a nation professing to be free 
and independent, and which fails to take care of itself; its 
submission to degrading'terms of stronger powers, are causes 
sufficient to produce not only revolutions at home, but to 
undermine and absolutely to destroy all confidence in the sta- 
bility and integrity of its government abroad. Such a people 
and such a nation becomes a living reproach to the form of 
government which it has adopted, and a legitimate prey to all 
enemies of free institutions. The penalty for all violation of 
principle, if continued and persisted in, whether done by an 
individual or a nation, is inevitable ; it is uncompromising de- 
struction. The individual loses his liberty, but the nation its 
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existence. The law secures the fonner, while the strong 
power of the sword emis the latter. The former is a measure 
to protect society, the latter for the protection and advance- 
ment of nations. Any nation that submits to insult and wrong, 
loses the measure of its own influence in advancing her true 
interests, and -is false to posterity. The fiu^t of yielding to 
another power, where justice forbids it, is a double wrong — 
it favors neither party as a measure of policy, and impairs the 
power of both to promote the universal cause of humanity. 
In this view, war to the nation is what justice is to the individ 
ual. It is a result, in the nature of things, which * becomes in 
its turn a most powerful cause in the correction of evils of the 
greatest magnitude. Thus it has ever been, and thus it wiU 
ever Continue, until nations shall be prepared for a diflerent 
course. 

In the deep and ihighty current of all past time, war has 
been incident to humanity, a part of the destiny of all nations, 
of all ages ; tmd it is with a feeling of awe and reverence that 
we are forced to admit that it is yet to be the mysterious and 
terrible instrument of good, in the ruling of that Providence 
which governs and controls the world of worlds. And all appa- 
rent differences adjust in final harmony. ^^ So soon aa Chris- 
tianity shall gain a full ascendency in the worid,^' says Dr. 
Chalmers, " from, that moment war is to disappear." 

There is no power which is fundamental or permanent but 
moral power ^ and that endures forever. All ph)rsical power, all 
forms of existence, whether conventioncj or national, are tem- 
porary, and are incidental to the great ends of life. Nothing 
can preserve a nation but moral power, and if physical power 
be employed to sustain any other principle, it destroys its own 
means. Ultimate success, in a jwt war^ is inevitable. Ulti- 
mate success, in an unjust var^ is impossible. Injustice can- . 
not be successful in the very nature of things. It may appear 
to be so, but this appearance is utterly deceptive. To admit 
such a proposition would be atheistical. 

The great evils of war, such as. the loss of life, violence, 
4* 
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expenditure of means, are entirely of a transient nature. They 
appear very formidable as the events of time, but in relation 
to eternity, utterly insignificant. Death is the lot of all, but 
the death of a soldier should be signalized as a sacrifice in the 
great cause of humanity. 

Most of jthe great expenditures of government in war are 
made among its own people, and the evils usually attributed to 
them are doubtless oflentimes much exaggerated. The checks 
to trade and industry, the absorption of time and talents for a 
single ol]ject to the neglect of others, are evils which all 
deplore ; buf they are temporary. Temporary evils, or pri* 
vate sufferings, cure of no account whatever in determining the 
solenm duty, of a nation when called upon to- prosecute a war 
that is just* When justice requires it, war becomes a national 
duty. Let it be s6 regarded, let it be so understood, and wars 
will be lessened. Let the penalties of a nation's wrong be as 
terrible as its power is mighty. Let its might be on the side of 
right and freedom ; let its decrees protect the good, and be a 
source of terror to the wicked. Let a nation's glory be a 
nation's righteousness, and its wars will be few and victorious. 

TTie war that is just closed has been with a sister Republic, a 
nation professedly of free institutions, and claiming to stand 
upon ^e same platform as our own. In her prosperity Mexico 
had our congratulaticms, and* in her misfortunes she had our 
sympathy. And while it is to be lamented that her first war 
of a«y duration with another nation has been 'with the United 
States, it must be regarded as a singular truth, fiiat by no other 
foreign power could she have been chastised and saved. 

Our inquiries with respect to this war will embrace, 1st, Its 
causes ; 2d, A comparative view xtf the acts of the two govern- 
ments ; 3d, The prosecution of the war ; and 4th, Its justice 
and results. 

* See Appendix D. 



THE CAUSES OP THB WAR. 



THE CAUSES OF THE WAK. 

In. analyzing causes of national acts, it is a common error to 
confound the fundamental with the casual, and thus to lose that 
literal order of cause and effect which alcme exhibits events in 
their true relation. The process of cause and effect in the 
f[>rniation of national clmracter, though not always obvious to 
the student, is subjected to.undeviating laws. The success or 
failure of 'a nation is no accident. The virtue or vice of a 
people come not from chance. Chance may have its meaning 
with man, but it has no place in Providence. National growth 
or decay, national strength or weakness, national glory or deg- 
radation, may be traced by a faithful hand to a series of causes 
as exfitct and certain, could they be pictured to tfie eye, as the 
development of a flower from^the seed, or an oak from the 
acorn. The moral world without laws would be a nullity. 
The moral world without certainty would be a mockery. The 
moral world without growth and progress would be an ab- 
surdity. 

We would not be understood as making the assertion, that 
all events may be clearly tieeed to tiieir legitimate causes, for 
the mind of man is not yet equal to the task : time and knowl- 
edge may lead to this ; but we c<mfidenfly state our belief in that 
constitution of things which is governed by eternal and unal- 
terable laws, and which would prove to us the greatest source 
of evidence, if we would but patiently study its parts and solve 
its beautiful harmoi^. All philosophy is but a knowledge of 
cause and effect, and all success, the result of correct applica- 
tion of its principles. 

In proceeding, therefore, to investigate the causes of the war 
between the United States and Mexico, we shall endeavor to 
avoid the errors which have appeared to characterize the dis- 
cussions of Congress and the views of journalists. With all 
deference to abler minds, it has seemed to us that ultimate 
effects have been placed as primary causes, and that the casual 
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has been mistaken for the fundtunental.* Not that any event 
should be excluded, in the examination, which is calculated to 
enlighten ; but that we should not deceive ourselves by de- 
rangement of evidence. We need not warn the reader against 
the fallacy of the ancient metaphysicians, in the adoption of 
syllogisms to prove the truth of a proposition ; and yet, if a 
parallel were wanting, there is much in modem logic that 

would furnish it without violence or injustice.t ^ 

« . _« ^^.^__^— ^ 

* ** The Peace Society of Massachusetts netp: 1825 instituted an 
inquiry into the actual causes of war, and, besides a mtQtitude of 
petty ancient wars, and of those waged by Christian nations with 
tnbes of sayages, ascertained 286 wars of magnitude to have had the 
following origin : 22 for plunder or tribute ; 44 for the.extension of 
territory ; 24 for retaliation or revenge ; 6 about disputed boundaries ; 
8 respecting points of honor or prerogative ; 5 for the protection or 
extension of comnerce; 66 civil wars;, 41 about contested titles to 
crowns ; 30 under pretence of assisting allies ;' 28 from mere jealousy 
of rival greatness; 28 religious wars, including the crusades ; noi otm 
for defence ahne,** — Pectce Society Tmct, No. LVU. 

What a commentary on divine Providence ! If we are permitted 
to finish our more extended work on the late war, it is our purpose 
to enlarge upon this topic. . 

t The ancient metaphysicians conceived that most questions could 
be settled by syllogislns. It was' certainly very convenient. They 
always had logical truth in their own k^ing. The following prop- 
ositions, which we give from memory, eat yr.> were clearly proved 
syilogisticaUy. 

** A glass of wine fuddles a man.** 
** A kernel of grain makes a bushel/' 
** A feather breaks a camel's back." 

The process is quite irresis|ible. The question is repeated for each 
glass of wine given to the man, for each kernel of grain put into the 
measure, and for each feather put upon the camel's back. Will the 
^8f produce the result ? No. WiD, ihe second f No; and so forth, 
imtSl the negative is changed to the affirmative. It is the tost glass, 
the kut kernel, the kut feather, that produces.the result. .The proof 
is complete ; and what was conudered remariuble by the ancients, 
it is complete by consent of parties. By this process, the march to 
the Kio Grande may be placed methodically as the cause of the war. 
Was l^ere war before the march ? No, Was there war after the 
maxeh ? and so foi1;h. 
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In order to judge correctly of the causes of this wmr, it is 
necessary that we should understand the present and past con- 
dition of the two nations. What has Mexico been, and what 
has she done ? What have been the acts of the United States 
wi^ regard to Mexico ? • These are questions which, if properly 
answered, will give us some insight into the true causes of 
the war. 

Our prescribed limits will not permit us to give many details 
of history, further than mere^oudines that may enable the 
reader to understand 'our views. If we would fully understand 
the Mexican character, we must stwty the Aztec race before 
the conquest of Cortes. It is quite true the changes since that 
period have been many and great ; still, without some knowl- 
edge of the causes which have produced them, we cannot 
hope to avoid errors of opinion in respect to the Mexicans as 
they are. Let us turn for a moment to 
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Tlie ibllowing quotations from Prescott^s Conqubst of 
Mexico, — and we camiot quote fhrni this author wi^ut 
commending him for his ability and faithfulness, — may be 
here mtroduced with great propriety, as afibrding in a few 
words his reflections upon the fall of that ancient empire, and 
particularly as they embrace the elements of the causes which 
produced that fall. 

After speaking of the wonders of the conquest, of its romantic 
and legendary features, he says, — 

^^ Yet we cannot regret the fall of an empire which did so 
little to promote the happiness of its subjects, or the real inter- 
ests of humanity. Notwithstanding the lustre thrown over its 
latter days by the glorious defence of its capital, by the mild 
munificence of Montezuma, by the dauntless heroism of 
Gruatemozin, the Aztecs were emphatically a fierce and brutal 
race, little caknilated, in their best aspects, to excite our S3na(i- 
pathy and regard. Their civilization, sucH as it was, was not 
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their own, but reflected, perhaps imperfectly, from .a race 
whom they had succeeded in the land. It was in respect to 
the Aztecs, a generous graft on a vicious stock, and could have 
brought no fruit to perfection. They ruled over their wide 
domains with a sword, instead of 3, sceptre. They did nothing 
to tuneliorate the condition or in any way promote the progress 
of their vc^sals. Their vassals were serfs, used only to min- 
ister to their pleasure^ held in aWe by armed garriscms, ground 
to the dust by imposts in peace, by military conscnptiond in 
war. They did not, like the Romans, whom they resembled 
in the nature of their conquests, extend the rights of citizen^^iip 
to the conquered. They did not amalgamate them into one 
great nation, with common rights and interests. They held 
them as aliens, even those who, in the valley, were gather^ 
round the very walls of the ci^ital. The Aztec metrojk)lis, 
the heart of the monarchy, had not a sympathy, not a pulsation, 
in common with the rest of the body politic. It was a stranger 
in its own land. 

" The Aztecs not only did not advance the condition of their 
vassals, but, morally speaking, they did much to degrade it. 
How can a nation, where human sacrifices prevail, and espe- 
cially when combined with, cannibalism, further the march of 
civilization ? How can the interests of humanity be consulted, 
where man is levelled to the ranl^s of the brutes that perish ? 
The influence of the Aztecs introduced- their superstition into 
lands before unacquainted with it, or where, at least, it was 
not establii^d in any great strength. The example of the 
capital was contagious. As the latter increased in opulence, 
the religious celebrations were conducted with still more terrible 
magnificence — in the same manner as the gladiatorial shows 
of the Romans increased in pomp with the increasing splendor 
of the capital. Men became famihar with scenes of horror 
and the most loathsome abominations ; women and children — 
the whole, nation — became familiar with and assisted at them. 
The heart was hardened, the manners were made ferocious^ 
the feeble light of civilization, transmitted from a milder race, 
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was growing fainter and fainter, as thousands and thousands 
of miserable victims, throughout the empire, were yearly fat- 
tened in its cages, sacrificed on its altars, dressed and served 
at its banquets ! The whole land was converted into a vast 
human ^lambles ! The empire of the Aztecs did not fall 
before its time.** ^ 

In another place, comparing the ancient with the modem 
Mexicans, the same accomplished historian remarks, — 

^^ The American Indian has something peculiarly sensitive 
in his nature. He shrinks instinctively from the rude touch of 
a foreign hand. Even when this foreign influence comes in 
the form of civilization, he, seems to sink and pine away 
beneath it It has been so with the Mexicans. Under the 
Spanish dominaticm, their numbers have silently melted away. 
Tlieir enei^ies are brdcen. They.no longer tread their monn- 
tain plains with the conscious independence of their ancestors. 
In their faltering step, and meek and melancholy aspect, we 
read the sad characters of the conquered race. The cause of 
humanity, inde^, has gained. They live under a better sys- 
tem of law&, a more a^ured tranquillity, a purer faith. But 
all does not avail. Their civilization was of the hardy char- 
acter which belongs to wilderness. The fierce virtues of the 
Aztec were all his own." 

For our present purpose it is unnecessary to add to the Ian* 
guage of PresQott, in regard to ancient Mexico, as it is of 
greater importance that we should give a more particular atten- 
tion to 

MODEBN MEXICO. 

Under the most favorable circumstances, a colonial govern- 
ment, lalx^rs under numerou» disadvantages. Detached and 
isdated from the sources of its own power, it cannot realize 
that iiidividuality necessary to energy and advancement Genius 
can have no encouragement io give birth fo enlightened 
systems of national polity, which, to be developed, requires 
national concentration; and individual pride lies dormant 
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whefe the ultimate oligects of ambition centre in powers of 
foreign origin and foreign control. Such evils increase with 
the increase of population. 

This was true of the British American colonies, where the 
people were of common origin and of one blood. But if we 
look to the condition of the Spanish colonies of North America, 
before the separation of tlie vicerojralty of Mexico from the 
crown of Spain, we shall find the blighting influences of hate, 
jettlousy, and revenge giving character to the motives and acts 
of the different races, castes, and orders, and rendering gov- 
ernment a military rule, and necessarily destructive to the 
rights and well-being of the people. 1^0 outrages of the 
Spaniards in the overthrow of the Montezumas make the real 
and traditionary history of the mixed castes and native inhabit- 
ants of Mexico ; and their hate has b^en continued for centu- 
ries, and but little unabated even to the time of Iturbide. Most 
of the honors and emoluments of government were given to 
EuropeaiM, and what was first deemed a system of outrage, 
was resolved into a system of settled injustice. It was the 
reign of royalty and ignorance, of selfishness and wrong. 

In this condition of things, was it strange that the first revo- 
lutionists of Mexico should prove to be robbers and murderers, 
and that the first efforts of Uie masses of the people to act for 
themselves should develop ignorance, intrigues, corruption, 
criminal frauds, debasing servility, indecision, imbecility, and 
all that variety of causes which end in anarchy ! • In Ae adop- 

• The first abortive effort, which, was commenced in 1809, by 
Hidalgo and Allende, had not for its object the establishment of a 
republic or of free institutions ; if^ indeed, fi:ee institutions can exist 
tmder any other form of goverhment. That movement had its origin 
in feelings of enthusiastic and devoted loyalty, which, up to that 
time, was the ruling passion. in the heart of every Spaniard. The 
abdication of the legitimate monarch of Spain, the atrocious perfidy 
by which it was obtained, and the transference of the sovereignty of 
the country to the emperor of France^ which country had for cen- 
turies been regarded as the hereditary enemy of Spain, were the true 
causes of the insurrection in Mexico in 1809. It was begun imder 
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tion axfed execution of the ^^ plan of Iguala ^^ * and treaty of 
Cordova, all these fearful derelopments were made. 

An ignorant race is jealous, cowardly, and cruel. It can 
neither protect the interests of others or conceive of its own. 
There is nothing in nature niore terrific than the rising of an 
ignorant peq)le, who have heen chained down hyan unrighteous 
power. AH desire comfort and consideration, and most ^1 
in their widi^ hecause ^ley have no faithin integrity. Their 
experience has taught them a most bitter selfishness, and it is 
the work of time alone that can convey to their benighted 
minds even the ordinary knowledge of what is due to them- 
selves and to others. 

By the third article of the plan of Iguala, all distinction of 
castes was abolished, so that-all in(tividuals, whether Spaniards, 
Americans, Indians, or Africans, were placed on equal footing. 
At this time, the republican form of government was proposed 
and mged by several members of the Junta, but the proposition 
was successfully opposed by Iturbide and others. The views 
of Iturbide were expressed with an honest manliness highly 
creditable to Mm. *' Nature," said he, *' produces nothing by 
sudden leaps; she operates by intermediate degrees. The 
moral world follows the laws of the physical. To think that 
we could emerge all at once from a state of debasement such 
as that of slavery, and from a state of ignorance such as has 
been inflicted on us for three hundred years, durmg which we 
had neither books nor instructors, and the possession of knowl- 
edge had been thought a sufficient cause for persecution ; to 
think ^at we could gain information and refinement in a 
moment, as if by enchantment ; that we could acquire every 
virtue, forget prejudices, and give up false pretensions, was a 
vain expectation, and could only have entered into the visions 
of an enthusiast." ■ 

In 1822, Iturbide was declared empercMr by the people ; but 

the auspices of the Spanish, yiceroy, and haCd for its object, real as 
well as professed, the saving of that portion of bis dominions for 
Ferdinand VII. ^ Thompson's Recollections of Mexico, 
• See Appendix E. 
5 
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bef(»ne tiie new govenunent could be fully oi^anized, he was 
deposed by &ctionists and bcmii^ed.* In 1824, Mexico 
became a republic, and a federal constitution was adopted. 
Greneral Victoria was elected the fir^ president, and he has 
been succeeded by such men as Pedraza, Guerrero, Busta- 
mente, Santa Anna, Herrera, and Paredes, a^ presiclents or 
dictators, at best, with scarcely an exception, rival military 
adventurers. Actuated by no lugher motives than those of 
personal aggrandizement, they manifested no patriotism ^bove 
party purposes, and but little conscience ahpve self-interest 
Having no hold upon the affections of the people, tiiey relied 
upon no security except military rule, and this was made sub- 
ject to the greatest treachery, or, to the greatest cunning. 

Without any settled principles of self-respect above egotism; 
\\fithoi;^ independence not subject to an army; t without honesty 
not subject to bribery and duplicity ; without knowledge not neu- 
tralized by superstition ; without religion ncrf subject to vanity J 

• lliere are diveraity of views with respect to the character of 
Ituibide. We shadl not atten^t to reconcile tiiem in tins place. 
In speaking of the congress of this time, Mr. Thompson says, "No 
similar body, under like circumstances, has ervinced more virtue, 
firmness, and constancy, than did the congress, of Mexico in resist- 
ing the usurpation and tyranny of Iturbide, surroimded as he was by 
his pretorian band." 

t In his speech at ^Charleston, SI C, Mr. Webstei: says, **Our 
neighbor, the unfortunate, miserably governed Mexico, vrh&a. she 
emerged &om her revolution, had in her history nothing of repre- 
sentative government, habeas corpus, or trial by jury ; no progressive 
experiment tending to a glorious consummation ; nothing but a gov- 
ernment calling itself &ee, with the least possible freedom in the 
WOTld. She had collected, since her independence, 8Q0,000,000 dol- 
lars, and had unprofitably expended it aU in puttidgup one revolu- 
tion and putting down another, and in maintaining .an anny of 
40,000 m^i, in time of peace^.to keep the peace." 

X The wife of General CanaUzo died whilst he W9s president ad 
interim, during the absence of Santa Anna, ^e was embalmed* and 
had a pair of glass Cyes inserted, and lay in state for several days, 
gorgeously dressed, and glittering in jewels. — Thompson*8 Recoh 
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and a ]»riesthood ;* wi^oot vktue not debased by licentious- 
Besd; wkhout enterpriset not blasted by frivolous pride or 
indolence ; — the people of this cotmtry have claimed to be 
acknowledged as free and independent, and to be regarded as 
widiin the pale of civilization and Christianity. Without 
genius or moral power, they have failed to oi^nize a govern- 
ment that is above their own condition. Their government 
lias been true only to its origin. It has been proud without 
mc^nanimity, sensitive without hon<^, extravagant without 
means, poor without prudence,' cruel without courage, and bold 
without virtue. It has^ proved fkkse to its saered trusts ; it has 
impoverished tHe country, debased die people, connived at 
rk)t, robbery, and murder, f encouraged violence, engendered 
civil war, and sanctioned treason. It has legalized plunder in 
the acts of its citiz^i^, and violated treaties in its intercourse 
with foreign nations. ' It has im|msoned the free citizens of 
other countries, robbed the unprotected traveller, § executed 
the innocent stranger, and assassineUed tlie honest minister. 
We say that government has done all this, because such acts 
have been committed by the citizens of Mexico, and have been 
sustained in their wickedness. At no period, hardly, since^that 

♦ There are in the city of Mexico, alone, seven or eight hundred 
secular, and near two thousand reg^ular clergy. 

t The enterprise of the Mexicans may be inferred from thfe fact, 
that they sent to Massachusetts for the granite with which to build 
their custom-house at Vera Oruz, although they have dtone equally 
good within ten miles of that city. 

X "It is monstrous," says QHHam, "when the great toegority of 
the inhabitants of a country are swindlers, thieves, and murderers, 
in an' unqualified manner, as is the case in Mexico." 

} " Understanding, as I now do," says Mr. Gilliamt ** the duplicity 
of the Mexicans, and their policy, I should not be surprised if "some 
in power should have known more of Mr, 8hannon*s robbery than 
miglit become them. But, as Santa AAiia and hii officers are the 
acknowledged heads of a band of pirates, it cannot be astonishing 
that he should tolerate such deeds.^' 

. It will be remembered that Mr. Ciishing, on his return from China 
through Mexico, was robbed. 
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Bepublic has been in existence, have her prisons been without 
guUtless tenants irotu oar cmHitry, and at no period within the 
memory of man have life and property been safe within its 
boundaries.* Mexico, has neglected education and all modem 
means of reform, cuid has failed to secure the honest citizen 
in his rights, and the industrious in the fruits of his labor.f 

There is no fiction in this melancholy recital ; our language 
is true to reality. On this point we have no occasion for cor- 
roborative evidence, as no one will doubt us. However much 
politicians have been willing to oppose the late war with Mex- 
ico, there are none, no, not one, who is prepared dehberately 
to speak well of that benighted country. They have not only 
been unwilling to testify to her integrity as a nation, but liave 
actually disclaimed, in advance, all inferences that might be 
made from their remarks, which should seem to sanction her 
past practices. The delusion has been complete. Indeed^ it 
has been cruel. She has been wrong in every thing except 
the war ; and in regard to that^ right in every thing, except 
defeat ! Why should she be reminded of her errors, in her 
first attempts to do right ? Why should she be blinded by a 
false sympathy that increased her evils, and by a mock spirit 
of instigation to reject her best friends ? 

We are free to confess our wonder, that the Republic of 
Mexico has been preserved so long; that its faithless and 

• See Api>endix F. 

t For the amount of general intelligeQce, and the extent of the 
wealth and commercial intercourse of the middle classes, there is 
more licentiousness and vice than in any other country on the 
globe. The Catholic church has nowhere so corrupt a priesthood. 
It is the policy of this class, and the rich, to keep the lower orders 
in ignorance, in order that they may prostitute them to' subserve 
their selfish and unworthy purposes. There are probably not 5000 
females, out of the population of 8,000,000, who can read and write. 
— GilUam*8^ Travels in Mexico, Mr. Mayer says, in his interesting 
work, *< that in the year 1840, while $180,000 were spent for hospitals, 
fortresses, and {nisons, and $8,000,000 forihe army, (with no foreign 
war,) only $110,000 were given to dSl the institutions of learning in 
Mexico." 
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Imrbarous acts should hare been permitted by eirilized 
natkais to occur so often and without redress ; that its people 
have been spared to live with so little nakedness and starva* 
ticm. In no way can we account for this exemption from 
instant acoountaUlity, except it be in the indulgent and mis- 
guided forbearance of nad<M]s« Her weakness and position 
have been her protection. Her WOTst enemies have been 
within her own limits ; the great sources of her evils have been 
in her own rulers ; the greatest obstacles k> her success have 
been in the ignorance of her own pec^le. 

The period oi her retribution had come. She had improved 
the seed-time of iniquity, and it remained that she should 
gather her own bitter harvests. Bound and fettered by politieat 
impostors, encamped and fortified within her vitals, and blinded 
by bigots that knew no grace but physical power, nothing 
could saive her but a foreign war. Not a war forced without 
cause, but produced by laws of violated nature — produced by 
her own misguided acts and negligence ; a war of literal justice. 
It was as likely to happen with one nation as with another, but 
most likely with one nearest her borders. 

Hie primary causes of the war with Mexico may be found 
in her past acts, which we have reviewed ; and the recent 
events which have been spoken of so often, are but die ultiniate 
results, or the legitimate outbreaks of troubles which have been 
engendored by her government and people. 

What was true in regard to Great Britain, in 1812, has long 
been true in relation to Mexico.-^ The relations between Great 
Britain and the United States, m 1812, were admirably summed 
up in a few words by President ^^dison, in a message to 
Congress. 

" We behold," says Mr. Madison, ** in fine, on the side of 
Great Britain, a st^te of war against the United States ; and on 
the side of the United States, a state of peace towards Great 
Britain. Whether the United States shall continue passive 
under these progressive usurpations and these accumulating 
wrongs, or, 'Opposing force to force in defence of their national 
5» 
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ni^ts, shall commit our just cause into the hands of the ^- 
mighty Disposer of events, avoiding all connections which 
might entangle it in the contest or views of other powers, and 
preserving a constant readiness to concur in an honorable 
establishment of peace and friendship, is a solemn question, 
which the Constitution wisely confides to the legislative depart- 
ment of the government In recommending it to their early 
deliberations, I am happy In, the assurance that the decision 
will be worthy the enlightened and patriotic councils of a vir- 
tuous, a free, and a powerful nation.'^ 

It is with no ordinary satisfaction that- we find ourselves 
enabled to quote, as confirmatory of our method of investiga* 
tion, a passage from the writings of that eminent statesman, 
the late John Quincy Adams. It is taken from the lecture 
which he delivered on the war between Great Britain and China 
in 1842. 

" It is a general,, but I believe altogether mistaken opinion," 
says Mr. Adams, *^ that thp quarrel is merely for certain chests 
of opium iinportedby British merchants into Chinia, and setzcd 
by the Chinese government for having been imported contrary 
to law. This is a mere incident to the dispute, but no more 
the cause of the war than the throwing overboard <^ the tea 
in the Boston harbor was the cause of the American revolution. 

" The cause of the war is the pretension, on the part of the 
Chinese, that, in all their intercourse with other nations,T3pliticar 
or commercial, their superiority must be implicitiy acknowl- 
edged, and manifested in humiliating forms. It is not credit- 
able to the great, powerful, and enlightened naticHis of Europe, 
that for several centuries they have, for the sake of profitable 
trade, submitted to this insolent and insulting pretension, 
equally contrary to the first principles of the kiw of nature 
and of revealed religion — the natural equality of mankind-^ 

< Auri sapra fiunes, 
Quid xioxi mortalia pectoia cogitf \ ' " 
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INDEPENDENCE AND SUBSEQUENT ANNEXATION OP 
TEXAS. 

ANNEXATION NO CAUSE OF WAB. 

Among the results, which have been discussed as causes, we 
find tiie Texas question, — the independence and subsequent 
atmedDoUen of Texas as a State of our Union, 

This has become simple history. Parties are at issue with 
respect to- some facts, which are not very important, even if 
determined, in €dding us to decide the generfeil merits of the 
case. The opponents of annexation have thought proper to 
assail the ^motives of the friends of that measure, and, upon 
the assumption that Aeir views were correct, have manifested 
a singuktr prejudice and hostility to every proposition and 
event which hate grown out of it. It is not our business to 
question their motives or their integrity, but to consider the 
whole subject independently of them. These were national 
measures, and as such we propose to consider them. The 
motives of those who originated and matured them make no 
part of the subject A good measure may be proposed with 
bad motives, or motives that we cannot approve ; and bad laws 
may be proposed and enacted springing from the best of mo- 
tives. Besides, all men do not judge accurately of results. 
National measures for specific interests are sometimes proposed 
with limited' views, and for the attainment of objects not to be 
justified, but which,. on examination, are found to possess other 
features higWy favorable to other good purposes not contem? 
plated by Ae original mover. Indeed, they may prove fatal 
to his intentions. He may have failed to study his own com- 
bination of causes, and he lives to be disappointed in the results 
of his own acts. Let it be so. Causes are certain, men un- 
certain. We discuss measures to be determined, according to 
our best knowledge and convictions of duty ; but when called 
upon to consider the events of the past, we desire to take them 
as we find them, approving what we can, condemning what we 
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must We can only judge of our own motives, conceding to 
others the same prerogative. 

As late as in 1821, Mexico was subject to the crown of 
Spain ; but» for reasons deemed sufficient by her people, she 
asserted her own independence. Her revokition was success- 
ful, and her independence was acknowledged by the United 
States, January 23, 1823, and soon after by other leading gov- 
ernments of Europe. In 1824, she adopted a federal consti- 
tution* We have already reviewed her history, and have seen 
what has been the measure of her success. In 1834, " Santa 
Anna, at the head of the military power, overthrew the con- 
stitution of 1824, abolished the state governments, and estab- 
lished one of the most tjrrannical and absolute governments 
that ever existed.'' • In 1835, the State of Texas* protested 
against the usurpation of Santa Anna, and insisted upon their 
rights, as guarantied by the federal constitution of 1824. The 
objects of that ccmstitution were similar to those of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, — " to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the 
comnM)n defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity." 

These objects were sacred, and the government of Mexico 
was bound to be faithftil to the conditions iipposed by the trust. 
If it failed in the accomplishment of any one of them, there 
would be just cause for complaint on the part of the people, 
and their submission to such failure would make no part of 
duty. If the government failed in all the objects of the union, 
as set forth, it would be regarded as a case of absolute weak- 
ness, criminal design, or neglect, and nothing, but a total change 
of administration should satisfy a people that they were true to 
themselves or to their country. If it failed not only to accom- 
plish the objects for which it was organized, but usurped 
authority in gross violation of those objects, then its measures 
were acts of treason, and revolution became an imperative duty, 
not to be avoided without dishonor. 

* See Speecli of General Kusk, Senator from Texas. 
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Tins was the fact with Mexico, and Texas was ihe oi^ Stale 
that had sufficient character to oppose successMly the infamous 
usurpation of Santa Anna. Tlie protests of Texas were 
treated by the usurper as acts of rebellion, and her representa- 
tive was arrested, imprisoned, and was suffered to lie in a 
loathsome dungeon without a hearing. The constitutions of 
the States were destroyed ; States were declared to be mere 
departments ; they were deprived of all legislative authority ; 
their officers were arrested, and the governors were made sub- 
ject only to the -central government, thereby becoming the 
willing instruments of tyranny. These acts of oppression 
were followed by a decree requiring the States as well as 
individuals to surrender up all the arms they had in their pos- 
session. Not satisfied with these outrages, agents were sent 
by the tyrant -to instigate the Indians, whose numbers were 
large, to exterminate with the scalping-knife and tomahawk a 
people who were hated because they were feared. 

Submission to such outrages^ executed in the name of free- 
dom, can excite no sentiment but that of indignation m the 
breast of every friend of liberty ; while, on the other hand, 
we should not withhold our admiration for that small band of 
pioneers who had the courage to defend their rights against a 
nation that counted its millions of subjects. Becoming per- 
suaded that their Tot would be one of hardship and oppression 
as connected with the general government, the Texans declared 
their independence on the 2d oT March, 1835. 

The usurper marched his hireling troops to the soil of that 
brave people, conscious of superior strength, certain of victory, 
and impatient for the bloody woric which ^ould remove all sub- 
jects unwilling to be slaves. The successes of his army were 
crowhed with infamy,* and the battle, of his own controlling 
witlv defeat. 

On the 21st of April, a large portion of his army, under his 

* We need only mention the base betarayal of Zacatecas, and the 
cold-blooded and treaoherous massaere of Colonel Fanning, and his 
force of four hundred men. 
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own command, met the Texans, under Genend Houston, on the 
plains 4>f San Jacinto. An engagement took ptace, and half 
of his troops were slain, and the other half were taken prison- 
ers of war, includmg the tyrant himself. Apparently hum- 
bled, the dictator sued for terms of peace, and after some 
hesitation on the part of the Texans, a treaty was made and 
. executed.* Rights were defined, and boundaries stated. The 
independence of Texas was to he acknowledged by Mexico, 
and the parties to the instrument on the part of Mexico pledged 
themselves faithfully to use their influence in procuring a rati- 
fication of its stipidations by their own government. 

From this moment Texas was free and indepoident. She 
was left by Mexbo in undisturbed repose, though the treaty of 
Santa Anna was basely disregarded by the Mexicans who exe- 
cuted it, and was denounced and disayowed by their, govern- 
ment In 1897, the independence of Texas was acknowledged 
by the United States, and in quick succession by the great 
powers of Europe. . 

Here was one of the results of tiie folly, weakness, neglect, 
and wickedness of Mexico. She lost some of her best citizens, 
and a large portion of her richest soil. It was a result that all 
good men must rejoice in, for, whether we consider most the 
gain to Texas, to the United States, or to the cause of freedom, 
we cannot but regard the independence of thii^Ste^, and subse- 
quent annexation, as events of justice to Mexico, and one of 
instruction to the age. 

Here was a sovereign power in a country that was ceded by 
our government to Spain in 1820, in violation of our treaty 
stipulations with France in 1803, and much against the views 
of many of our peoplct Texas became her own sovereign 
master, and was free to choose her own destiny. 

* See Appendix G. 

t We insert, with much confidence, in our Appendix some extracts 
firotn a letter of the Hon. R. J. Walker, addressed, in 1844, to the 
people of Kentucky, ** relative to the re-annexation of Texas,'* &c. 
This letter embraces a large amount of information, and is imtten 
with great ability. See Appendix H. 
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Aetuated by no unworthy motives of ambition, her d^inl- 
ers became devoted to her true interests, and proved fidthfiil as 
c^izens and n^rs. They had no oligects in government but 
security in-their rights and interests, and it soon became a seri- 
ous question how these might best be preserved and advanced. 
Having the elements of prosperity within her limits, her pop- 
ulaticm increased, the riches of her soil were made mani- 
fest, and soon the young Republic -became the subject of notice 
and favor of foreign and rival nations. Annexation to the 
United States was proposed, as being preferable to national 
sovereignty with national weakness-^ a measure of adding a 
lesser power to receive a greater. It was a measure of duty 
and intexest to them, and one of national concern and impor- 
tance to the Union. 

In regard to the importance of Texas to the United States, 
much has been said by distinguished citizens of all parties. It 
]&.:not a i^ecent questioa^ and not until lately has it been made 
a party question. Indeedr its- importance has been so fully, 
acknowledged by statesmen entitled to our confidence and 
respect^ irrespective of party, that any enlargement here upon 
^ subject might be deemed by some an act of supererogation.* 
It is now one of the^tates of the Union ; and while we cannot 
speak from pecsonj^ observation of the value or beauty of its 
territory, we may be pernutted to quote the Icmguage of the 
Hon. W. S. Archi^r, of Virginia, chairman of the committee 
of forei^ relations in the Ho\ise of Representatives in 1622. 
At^hat time he (klivered a speech on the subject of appmnting 
a minister, to Mexico, from which we make the-.following ex- 
tract. He pronounced the territory ^^ one of the richest and 
most favored portions of the habitable earth. I say this delib- 
erately, for if I were called upon to select any portion of the 
earth's surface which was fitted by nature to become the gar- 
den spot of the globe, I should without hesitation point to the 
province of Texas." This was not an expression of party sen- 

* See Appendix H. 
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tioieQt, as no party lines, at the period of its utterance, had been 
drawn in reference to its possession. . All desired it, but it was 
in a pontion to be acquired only by purchase of a foreign nation. 

That Mexico should, in the chagrin and folly of her course, 
endeavor to force the allegiance of Texas, was a circumstance to 
be anticipated. Where injustice makes up the policy of a nation, 
desperation ever finds an apologist in pride, and patriotism a 
virtue in necessity. Her pretensions of right to govern .Texas, 
when she had proved herself utteriy incapable of protecting the 
ordinary interests even of a single city oi her dominion, are ab- 
solutely too ridiculous to merit serious refutation. If Texas 
were not entitled to independence after the events of her rev- 
olution, then no people can. ever hope to be fully justified in 
exposing tyranny, or in any attempts to establish justice and 
equality among men. 

And yet, while we would not impute to Mexico utter igno- 
rance of her own demerits, we cannot but think that she has 
been encouraged in her downward course in consequence of 
opinicms expiiessed by public men of the United States. If she 
would not hesitate knowingly to persist in wrong, we may well 
suppose 4hat she would eagerly seize all flattering or promising 
influences that seemed to favor her desperate and ill-featured 
cause. 

A distinguished citizen of Kentucky,* in a letter written in 
1844, says, " I consider the annexation of Texas at this time, 
without the assent of Mexico, compromising the national char- 
acter, and involving us certainly in a war with Mexico, and 
probably with other foreign powers*" t 

Mr. Clay was a candidate for the presidency, and mor6 than 

* Hon. Henry Clay. 

t And yet, in 1847» in a speech deliyered at Lexington, be asks, 
" Who would now think of perpetrating the folly of casting Texas out 
of the confederacy, and throwing her back upon her independence, 
or into the arms of Mexico ? "Who would seek to divorce her from 
this Union ? " And why not ? li annexation were an act of injustice 
to Mexico, it cowld not be "foUy " to repair the wrong. 
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any other man, periiaps, the chief of a powerful party. A 
single word from his lips or pen would afford such a natipn as 
that of Mexico encouragement in the greatest folly, in the most 
hopeless cairae. "^e would not speak l^htiy of a man who 
has iiUed with honor so many pages of his country^s history ; 
hot while we admit his merits, and the correctness of some of 
his views on questions of public importance, we cannot but 
regret that wai^ of dansistency which charity woidd attribute 
to his party prepossessions rather than to his judgment. 

Mr. Clay has not been alone in the expression of views tend- 
ing to encourage Mexico. Some of our State governments 
adopted resolutions ; public men and editors expressed opinions 
for party purposes, defending the cause t>f Mexico against their 
0W71 country. It has been asserted that. Santa Anna prepared 
a document made up of speeches and editorials put forth in this 
country concerning the war, /or direulatum among hit soldiers 
and people,* It is easy to see how the doubts of a powerful 
enemy would have more influence in Mexico, than any knowl- 
edge of strength, where weakness prevailed, or of any confi- 
dence of success, in the absence of means and system. 

• It is a plain, open case. The facts are before us. Specula- 
tion is unnecessary. A knowledge of common justice and 
national law gives us no alternative but to read the evidenee, 
and see the legitimate conclusion. 

In a speech delivered in the U. S. Senate, March, 1848, by 
Mr, Webster, we find the following paragraph, in the emphatic 
language of that distinguished senator : — 

" I state now, sir, what I have often stated before — that no 
man, from the first, has been a more sincere well wisher to the 
government and people of Texas than myself. I looked upon 
the achievement of their independence in the battle of San 
Jacinto as an extraordinary, almost inarvellpus,. incident in the 



* See speech of Colonel Burnet, delivered at Philadelphia; of 
Golonel Doniphan* at St. Louis ; and the statements of Wynkoop, 
and Morgan, and of other officers, published in the journals. 
6 
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a^irs of mankind. I was among the first disposed to acknowl- 
edge her independence." 

In 1842, Mr. Webster, then secretary of state, in a despatch 
to the minister of the United States at Mexico, said, " From 
^e time of the battle of San Jacinto, in April, 1836, to the 
present moment, Texas has exhibited the same external signs 
of national independence as Mexico herself, and with quite as 
much stability of government. Practidfclly free and inde- 
pendent; acknowledged as a political sovereignty by the 
principal powers of the world ; no hostile foot finding rest 
within her territory for six^ or seven years ; and Mexico her- 
self refraining for all that period f^m any ftnrtber attempt to 
reestablish her own autiiority over the territory." 

In a sj^eeclv delivered- by ^ Hon. R. Johnson, of Mb,ryland^ 
in the U. S. Senate, on the lOth and 11th January, 1848, he 
says, " Sir, annexation of itself would not have been war ; 
Mexico had no right to make it a cause of war, Texas' inde- 
pendence had been too long ^estoblished and undisturbed 4o- 
have her absolute right of sovereignty called in question." 

Texas became independent of Mexico in the same manner 
that our States became independent of Great Britain ; and if 
her title among nations was not good, then there is no reason 
why ours should be. This being admitted, the event of annex- 
ation was not a matter within the cohfrol of Mexico, much less 
could it be cause for war. That it was no cai^se x>f war in the 
opinion of Mexico hei^lf, may be inferred from the feet, that 
she offered to' acknowledge the mdependence of Texas, pro- 
vided she would reject all propositions of annexation to the 
United States ; or, in other words, if she would not add to the 
power of a country already too great to be balanced in the 
scales of European politicians.* 

The short sentence of Mr. Clay, in 1844, was just enough 
to be dangerous to Mexico, and troublesome to foreign poli- 

* See the able speech of the Hon. J. A. Dix, delivered in thd 
XT. S. SenAte, Jan. 1848. 
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tkiaBS. It justified war on her part, and expectation of aid 
frem foreign govenmients. It led to destractiott wititocrt any 
responsible guaranty of aid or safety. It was a text for a 
Guizot or a Palmerston. Its apocryphal character was not 
suspected. ,It was proved, however, by experiment Mexico 
was oHhpelied to act without the poor benefit of her own 
cowardice, and to find, in the end, nothing but oontempt 
and derision where Hhe was persuaded to look for aid and 
sympathy .^ 

Texiis was annexed by act of Congress on the part of the 
United States, and by Coi^ress and by a convention of the 
pec^le cm the pcurt of Texas.* The authority under which Ae 
act of Congress was passed qib. the part of the United States, 
is in the Constitution. The language is simple, and cannot be 
misunderstood. It is this : ^^ New States may be admitted 
by Congress into this Union ; but no. new State ihall be formed 
by the junction of two or more States, or parts^of States, with- 
out the ccmsent of the legislatures of the States eonceri^ed, as 
well as of the Congress." 

That the act of annexation was in conformity to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, is obvious from the facts in the 
ease. .The fact that Texas was an independent nation makes 
no element of the question whatever, inasmuch as she was 
divested of national prerc^tives, before she was admitted as a 
State of th^e Union. 

-There4s another alleged cause of the war, in the act of ^e 
war department of the United States, ordering General Tay- 
lor to the Bio Grande. 

This was a prudential measure, on the part of our govern- 
ment, to prevent hostilities by being prepared for them, and 
properly makes a portion of our next chapter. It is simply a 
historical question as to the first act of hostility between the 
two nations in the commencement of a war, but in no sense can 
it be regarded as the cause. If it were the cause of the war, 
to what cause axe we to attribute the assemUing^ two armies 

* See Appendix I. 
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in hostile proximity, and both stationed at a great distance from 
their respective governments ? So far from being the cause, 
or even a cause of the war, it is not to be classed with the 
measure of annexation as one of the results of the' causes which 
we have enumerated. It was purely a preventive measure on 
the part of our government, and only as such intended and 
authorized. 

COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE ACTS OF THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS. 

ASSUMED POSITION AND NATIONAL RELATIONS OF MEXICO. 

Although the loss of Texas was a consequence of the bad 
faith of Mexico, still Mexico was induced to assume that 
annexation was sufficient cause of war. What combination 
of influences led that nation to take such a position is still a 
matter of some lyacertainty. It is true, desperation is frequent- 
ly indicative of weakness, and boldness or rashness is made to 
represent power. But acts of rashness may be generally traced 
to ulterior motives, to some contingent redemption or aid that 
may be possible, or probable, though not certam. A bold 
position in a nation which is wrong may cost nothing, and a com- 
promise between right and extravagant claim may sometimes 
render it a source of gain. That Mexico was really ignorant 
of her own character, we cannot believe. That she was not 
fully aware of her own weakness, all must admit. That the 
embarrassments and confusion of her own affairs led her rulers 
to suppose that nothing could happen to add new misery to her 
condition, is more than probable. She supposed her chance for 
charity among nations about equal to that of justice. She 
was honored with n^arks of sympathy, but she was deceived by 
supposing they would be redeemed by acts of aid. 

In what proportion, therefore, the various influences made 
up her inducements to action, it is difficult to determine. Per- 
haps it is unnecessary. It is probable, however, that her very 
existence required action, and in her pride and weakness she 
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was led to indulge in a vague belief that her manifestatioDS of 
nationality would be taken for strength and patriotism, and 
thus enlist foreign intervention. At that time, the relations 
between the United States and Grea^ Britain were unsettled. 
The Oregon question was the great source of excitement 
Negotiation was of doubtful issue, and war was predicted. 
Foreign powers had acknowledged the independence of Texas, 
and her favor was courted both by England and France. If 
we liad war with England, Mexico could follow with some 
degree of safety in her wake of destruction. Her weakness 
might be covered by England^s strength, and English subjects 
had solid interests to urge them !o such a union. France 
desired to help Mexico, that she might be able at sopie future 
day to help herself, and she opposed the dissolution of the 
sovereignty of Texas because • it would add too much to the 
power ef the United States. 

Thus were nations at work as elements in determining the 
affairs of Mexico, as involved with those of Texas. -Mexico 
was one of five independent powers, and she was willing to 
be the fifth in order of influence, and be subject to the con- 
tingent relations of the other four ; and to take her chance as 
to the result She was made blind to her own resources by 
expectations as baseless as they proved to be fatal. But, before 
we compare the acts of the United States and Mexico, let us 
glance at the 

RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND TEXAS. 

That the government of the United States has been actuated 
by considerations of strict justice and liberality to Mexico, 
and of integrity to its own great interests, will appear from 
the simple facts embraced in official documents. We shall 
endeavor so' to classify them as to give the reader a just and 
connected view of the evidence which they contain. 

The acts of governments, as well as those of individuals, are 
determined by motives. We can conceive of no other mode 
of action, however manifejtcd or combined. In judging, 
6* 
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theTefore, either of collective or of individual action by a few 
leading facts, we must, in justice, remember the influences of 
the thousand little things which indeed make up the atmos- 
phere of the motive world, and oftentimes characterize it, 
though they cannot be enumerated. We can hope to do but 
little in representing the motives of either government by se- 
lecting a few decls^^ons, though we may aid tiie reader By 
our outiines in giving direction to further investigation. 

The United States and Texas must be regarded as two 
sovereign nations engaged in a negotiation mutually impor- 
tant, and really in no way threatening the peace or involving 
the interest of any other nation. The special interest of 
Mexico in Texas was forfeited nine years before, emd that 
forfeiture was recognized, and the consequent independence 
acknowledged, by the leading powers of Europe. Notwith- 
standing this, Mexico assumed the hostile attitude in regard to 
both in the contingency that they agreed. The contingency 
of agreement took place, and we commence our documentary 
account of events whidi preceded it, and which are necessary 
to a proper understanding of what followed. 

It must be borne in mind that Mexico takes a forced posi- 
tion. Any other nation, according to the laws of nations, had 
the same right as Mexico to protest against atmexation, and 
to threaten war. While the United States proposed to take 
nothing from Mexico that belonged to . her, their goverament 
was bound to be faithful in all its engagements with Texas. 

In literally dissolving her nationality, Texas claimed from 
the United States that protection which was necessary in view 
of successful negotiation, provided she w£is invaded by Mexico. 
While she was preparing to assume a subordinate posjtion, in a 
national point, of view, as one of the States of this Union, she 
was discontinuing those means of defence which would be no 
longer required. In reply to her government on this point, 
the United States gave 
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AS6TJILANCE OF PBOTEOnON TO TS3CAS. 

Hr. BMcAomm, Secretary of Siate, to Mr. Donehon, Charg6 i Affaire* 
of the U. S., in Texas, May 23» 1845. 

^'I am instnicted by the president to infonn yqu that, as 
soon as the, existing govemment and the convention of Texas 
shall have accepted .the terms proposed in the two first aec^ions 
of the ^ joint resolution for annexing Texas to the Unit^d 
States,^ he will then conceive it to be both his right and duty 
to employ the army in defending that state against the attacks 
of any foreign power. This shall be done promptly and 
efficiently, should any emergency render it necessary. In 
order to be prepared for such a contingency, a force of three 
thousand men shall immediately be placed upon the border, 
prepared to enter Texas and to act without a moment^s delay. 
It would be the most crying injustice towards the people of 
Texas, for the United States to stand by and refuse to extend 
a helping, hand to sustain them against an invasion brought 
upon them by their free determination to annex their own 
glorious Hepublic to the American Union, in compliance with a 
solemn resoluticMi of Congress." 

In conformity with this obli^ticHi, orders were given to our 
army and navy. As these orders were among the first acts of 
the United States, ih granting a military defence .to Texas, 
we give them nearly entire. 

Mr, Marcy, 6eeretary of War^ to General Z. Taylor, at Fort Jeaupf La. 
^ ■ - « Wab Dbpabtmbnt, May 28, 1846. 

" I am directed by the president to cause the forces now 
under your command, and those which may be assigned to it, 
to be put into a position where they may roost [Wromptly and 
efficiently act in defence of Texas, in the event it shall 
become necessaiy or proper to employ them for that purpose. 
The information received by the executive of the United 
States warrants the belief that Texas will shortly accede to 
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the terms of annexation. As soon as the Texan Congress 
shall have given its consent to anneiitation^ and a convention 
shall assemble and accept the terms oflfered in the resolutions 
of Congress, Texas will then be regarded by the executive 
government so far a part of the United States as to be entitled 
from tliis government to defence and protection from foreign 
invasion and Indian incursions. The troops under your com- 
mand will be placed and kept in readiness to perform this duty. 
"Should the territories of Texas be invaded by a foreign 
power, and you shall receive certain intelligence through her 
functionaries of that fact, after her convention shall have 
acceded to the terms of annexation contained in the resolu- 
tions of the Congress of the United States, you will at once 
employ, in the most effective manner your judgment may 
dictate, the forces under your command, for the defence of 
these territories, and to expel the invaders." 

THE RIO GRANITE DEL NORTE TO BE OCCUPIED BY OUR 
TROOPS. 

George Bancroft, acting Secretary of TTar, to Generai Taylor, 

« Wab Depabtment» June 16, 1845. 

" On the 4th day of July next, or very soon thereafter, the 
convention of the people of Tex£is wilt probably accept the 
proposition of annexation, under the joint resolutions of the 
late Congress of the United States. That acceptance will 
constitute Texas an integral portion of our country. 

"In anticipation of that event, you will forthwith make a 
forward movement of the troops under your command, and 
advance to the mouth of the Sabine, or to such other point on 
the Gulf of Mexico, or its navigable waters, as in your judg- 
ment may be most convenient for embarkation at the proper 
time for the western frontier of Texas. 

"The point of your ultimate destination is the western 
frontier of Texas, where you will select and occupy, on or 
near the E.io Grande del Norte, such a site as will consist 
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with the health of the troops, and will he hest adapted to repel 
invastoD, and to protect what, in the event of annexation, will 
he our western horder. Yoa will limit youself to the defence 
of the territory of Texas, unless Mexico should declare war 
against the United States. 

^^ Your movement to the Gulf of Mexico, and your prepara- 
tions to emhark for the western frontier of Texas, are to be 
made without any delay ; but you will not efiect a landing on 
that frcmtier until you have yourself ascertained the due 
acceptance of Texas of the pr^flfered terms of annexation, or 
until you receive directions from Mr. Donelson." 



U. S* SQUADRON ORDERED TO COOPERATE IN THE DEFENCE 
OF TEXAS. 

Mr.^ Donehon to Cc^ptain Stockton^ U. S, Navy, Commander U. S, 
Squadron, nsar Oaheston, 

''Lboation of ths XJ. S., > 
*« Washington, Texas, June 22, 1845. > 

" Captain Waggaman arrived here last evening with de- 
spatches to the president of this Republic and m3rself, from 
Greneral Taylor, who has been ordered, in case Texas is in- 
vaded by Mexico, to render the protection asked for by this 
government. Although these troops will be, as usual, under 
the command of the regular officers of the United States, they 
are yet not to act within the limits of Texas without consulta- 
tion with this government. 

" It is highly important, therefore, that your squadron should, 
in like manner, so act as not to filter the general character of 
the defence which the United States will interpose for Texas. 
The whole measure of annexation being dependent upon the 
consent of Ais government, the employment of our forces 
within the limits of Texas must be, of course, subordinate to 
the necessity which will exist for it. 

" I have no idea that you would otherwise employ the 
squadron under your command ; but, for greater caution, and 
to have certain evidence in our possession that the action of 
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our force within the limits of Texa^ will be strictly delenstre, 
I have thought it right to make these observations. 

"'It is almost certain that our troops now on the bowler 
will be» in a few days, on ihe march to such stations as may 
be selected for them within the territcay of Texas* CorjMis 
Christi, San Antonio, and one other station farther north, Will 
probably be selected. 

" The prospect of a Mexican war is so immediate as to 
justify your remaining on the lookout for the event It is 
op^ily threatened by Mexico, and the British minister has left 
behind him a goneral imprBSsion that it will take place. If it 
does, your cooperation with our land troops I should think 
sufficient, without much aid from Texas herself, to drive the 
Mexican arms west of the Rio Grande. It is to be hoped, 
however, that Mexico, seeing the determination of the United 
States to maintain by force the right of Texas to annex her- 
self to our Union, will yet prefer to settle, by treaty, the 
points in dispute." 

TERMS OF ANNEXATION ACCEPTED Bt THE GOVERKMENT 

AND PEOPLE OF TEXAS. 

Mr. Donelson to Mr* Buchanan, June 23, 1845. 

"You will receive herewith enclosed the joint resolution 
and the letter of the secretary of state transmitting it, giving 
the consent of this government to the proposals for the 
admission of Texas as a State of the Federal Union. TAb 
vole upon it vxts unanimous,'^'* 

The measure remained to be acted upon by the people of 
Texas. TTiey were notified, by a proclamation of Preadent 
Jones, on the 4th of June, 1845, to^choose delegates to meet at 
the city of Austin on the 4th of July following. The re^U in 
convention is stated in despatch, dated July 6, 1845, from 

Mr. Donelson to Mr,^Buchana7u 
" There was but one dissenting voice to the acceptance of 
our prq>osals by the convention, and that one afterwards affixed 



THE CHOICE OF THE TBXANS. 71 

his signature to the resolution adopted on the subject } so that 
the ordinance now £brwarded to yx>u has the unanimous support 
of all the deputies. Thus are dissipated all the schemes of 
foreign powers to raise a party in Texas adverse to annexation ; 
and thus has this gallant State vindicated her appreciation of 
the principles of liberty, and c^ the necessity of union with us 
in order to preserve those principles." 

^ GENEBAL TATLOS ADVISED OF ANNEXATION. 

On the 28th of June, Mr. Donelson advised Greneml Taylor 
that the temte of annexation had been unanimously accepted 
by the government of Texas ; and, on the 7th of July, that the 
convention of the people had imanimously approved the same ; 
*'^nd that, therefore, the contingency has occurred on which 
the president of the United States placed the right and duty 
of defending this territory against the attacks of Mexicans and 
Indians." On the 23d of August, the secretary of war says to 
General Taylor, " Orders have been issued to the naval force 
on the Gulf of Mexico to cooperate with you." In the same 
despatch, Ae secretary of war authorizes General Taylor to 
cftll upon the governors of JLiOuisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, ' 
Tennessee, and Kentucky, for vdunteers, "should Mexico 
declare war, or commence hostilities by crossing the Rio 
Grande with a considerable force." 

THE CHOICE OF THE TEXANS. 

Ebenezer AUen, Attorney- General of Texai and acting Secretary of State, 
to Mr. Donelson, June 23» 1845. 

" Rejecting the idea of separate nationality, although com- 
mended to their choice by the proffered recognition of their 
independence by Mexico, and the countenance of powerful 
European sovereignties, the . people of this country have thus 
evinced, by most decided manifestations, their strong but 
natural preference for the advantages of a voluntary incorpora- 
tion into the American Union, and their strong attachment to 
the free institutions of that great and glorious Republic." 
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FREE ACTION OF THE TEXANS. ANNEXATION A BLOODLESS 
ACHIEVEMENT. 

It is the Icmguage of truth and smeerity, however much it 
may be doubted by partisans, which we find in the message 
of President Polk to Congress, December, 1845. 

" This accession to our territory has been a bloodless 
achievement. No arm of force has been raised to produce the 
result. The sword has had no part in the victory. We have 
not sought to extend our territorial possessions by conquest, or 
our republican institutions over a reluctant people. It was a 
deliberate homage of each people to the great principle of our 
federative Union. 

-" If we consider the extent of territory involved in the 
annexation, its prospective influence on America, the means 
by which it has been accomplished, springing purely from the 
choice of the people themselves to share the blessings of our 
Union, the history of the world may be challenged to furnish a 
parallel." 

The president had acted openly and independently in, this 
negotiation, and he had every reason to congratulate the coun- 
try on the result. We shall more justly appreciate his senti- 
ments if we refer to his letter of instructions, in which the 
manner of negotiation is advised, in a despatch from 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr, Donelson. 

" The president entirely concurs in opinion with you, that 
the United States should avoid even the least appearance of 
interference with the free action of the people of Texas on the 
question of annexation. This is necessary to give its full 
effect to one of the grandest moral spectacles which has ever 
been presented to mankind, and to convince the world that we 
would not, if we could, influence their decision except by fair 
argument. We desire that our conduct shall be in perfect 
contrast to that pursued by the British charge d'aflhires to Texas 
in reference to the question." 



FOREIGN INTEIFEBENCB. 73 



FOXEIGN INTERFEBENGE. PROMPT ACTION NECSS8ABT. BESULT. 

Great efTorts were made by the representatives of France 
and England to prevent annexation, and even Mexico herself 
was induced to assent to propositions of peace, provided Texas 
would remain independent* 

Preliminary propositions were formally made and sent from 
Mexico, in May, by Baron Alleye De Cyprey, and Charles 
Bankhead, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of his majesty the king of the French, and minister plenipo- 
tentiary of her Britannic majesty, sanctioned by the Mexican 
government. They were presented by Mr. Elliott, her Britan- 
nic majesty's charge d'afiaires in Texas. These were duly 
submitted by President Jones to the Congress of Texas, with 
all due respect to the motives of those who framed them. The 
prop69ed treaty was unanimously rejected by the Congress of 
Texas on the same day that the resolutions of annexation were 
unanimously accepted. 

These efforts will enaUe us to understand an anxiety mani- 
fested on the part of our government to have the business 
promptly closed. It must be gratifying to all lovers of their 
country that the promptitude of our government was not nud'ked 
by any departure from the fundamental principles of sound 
diplomacy, justice, and humanity. It is well remarited, and, 
doubtless, with a just sense of pride, by the president in his 
message of December, 1845, that, 

^^ In contemplating the grandeur of this event, it is not to be 
forgotten that the result was achieved in despite of the diplo- 
matic interference of European monarchies. Even France, 
the country which had been our ancient ally; the country 
which has a common interest with us in~ maintaining the free- 
dom of the seas ; the country which, by the cession of Louisiana, 
first opened to us access to the Gulf of Mexico ; the country 
with which we have been every year drawing more and more 

* See Appendix J. 
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closely the bonds of successful commerce, most unexpectedly, 
and to our unfeigned regret, took part in an e^rt to prevent 
annexation, and to impose on Texas, as a. condition of the 
recognition of her independence by Mexico, that she would 
never join herself to the United States. We may rejoice that 
the tranquil and pervading influence of the American principle 
of self-government was sufficient to defeat the purposes of 
British and French interference, and that the almost unanimous 
voice of the people of Texas has given to that interference a 
peaceful and effective rebuke. From this example, European 
governments may learn how vain diplomatic arts and intrigues 
must ever prove, upon this continent, against that system of 
self-government which seems natural to our soil, and which 
will ever resist foreign interference." 

POSITIONS OF THE GOVEENMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
MEXICO AFTEft ANNEXATION. 

The resolution authorizing the annexation of Texas was 
passed by the Congress of the United States, on the 28th of 
February, 1845, and was approved by the president on the 1st 
of March.* 

On the 6th day of March following, the Mexican minister at 
Washington, General Almonte, in the name of his government, 
addressed to the state department " a Protest, in the most 
solemn manner, against Ihe law whereby the province of Texas, 
an integrant portion of the Mexican territory, is agreed and 
admitted into the American Union ; that the said law ican in tio 
wise invalidate the rights on which Mexico relies to recover the 
above-mentioned province of Texas, of which she now sees 
herself unjustly despoiled; and that she will maintain and 
uphold those rights at all times, l^ every meieins which may be 
in her power." 

He " will say in conclusion, to the honorable secretary of state 
of the United States, in order that he may be pleased to com- 

* See Aj^ndix I. 
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municate it to the president of these States, that in consequence 
of this law, against which he has just pfotested, his misBion 
near this goyemment has ceased from this day. Wherefore, the 
undersigned prays the honorable secretary of state to be pleased 
to deliver him his passports, as he has made arrangements 
to . leaye this city, [Washington,] without delay,^ for New 
York." 

Tkis was the first position of Mexico after anHexotion. h 
was one of complaint and protest. 

The secretary of state, on the 10th day of Match, 1845, 
advised General Ahnonte^that he had submitted his protest 
made in the name 6f his govemment, to the president, and he 
was instructed, in answer, to say, '^ thai the admission of Texas 
as one of the States of this Union, having received the sanction, 
both of the legislative and executive departments of the gov- 
ernment, is now irrevocably decided, so lar as the United 
States ar» concerned. Nothing but the refusal of Texas to 
ratify the terms and conditions on which her admission 
depends, can defeat this object. It is, therefore, too late, at 
present, to re-open a discussion whichhas already been exhaust- 
ed, and a^in to prove that Texas has long since achieved her 
independence of Mexico, and now stands before the world, both 
ds jure and defacto^ as a sovereign and independent State amid 
the family of nations. Sustaining this character, and having 
manifested a strong desire to become one of the members of 
our confederacy, neither Mexico n6r any other nation will 
have just cause of complaint against the United States for 
admitting her into this Union," 

This was the position of the United States. It was one of 
justification and defence. 

Having before us the two nations in their respective positions 
of complaint and defence, we propose to review their spirit .of 
conciliation and of hostility, as manifested by their acts prior 
to the commencement of the war. We will first turn our 
attention to 
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THE DISPOSITIONS OF MEXICO, AS MANIFESTED TOWARDS THE 
UNITED STATES, 

Although it is not our design, in this connection, to notice 
events prior to March, 1845, it may be proper, perhaps, to 
advert to the a3sumed position of Mexico, in regard to annexa- 
tion, in 1843 and 1844. 

Under date of August 23, 1843, the Mexican minister of 
foreign relations, in the name of his government, addressed to 
our minister in Mexico, the following language : — • 

" The Mexican government will consider equivalent to a 
declaration of war against the Mexican Republic, the passage 
of an act for the incorporation of Texas with the territory of 
the United States, the certainty of the fact being student for 
the proclamation of war^ leaving to the civilized worid to 
determine with regard to the justice of the cause of the Mexi- 
can nation in a struggle which it has been so far from pro- 
voking." 

On the 12th of June, 1844, just two months after the signa- 
ture by Mr. Calhoun of the treaty for Uie annexation of Texas, 
Santa Anna, then the president of Mexico, announced to the 
government of the United States, ^' that Mexico was resolved 
again to undertake vigorously the campaign against Texas, for 
which she held in readiness a large army," and further ex- 
pressed the determination of Mexico upon the point, as fol- 
lows : — 

" That ill no manner will she consent to dismember territo- 
ry ; rather will she carry the wat to any extreme which may 
be necessary to sustain her rights ; and that as nations do not 
die, tlie right of reconquering that territory shall remain to our 
children and our grandchildren ; that this was the opinion of 
the government and of the Mexicans^ 

♦ See the able speecli of fion. Mr. Downs, delivered in the U. S. 
Senate, January, 1848, — from which, we have copied some details to 
1844. 
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This declaration was followed up by Santa Anna, by issuing, 
in the same mcmth, (June^ 1S44,) a lequiffltion for tl^rty thou- 
sand men, and $4,000^000, to ^ carry on the war against 
Texas.^^ Gr^neials Canalizo and WoU were placed in com- 
mand of the force raised upon this lequisiticm, and, haying 
advaiiced to Mier, <ui the Texan frontier, WdJ, at the head of 
lus invading army, put fcolb a gener^d order, under date of 
June 20, 1844, menacing ^^ every individual witlun one 
league of the left bank of the Rio del Norte with the traitor^s 
doom.'' 

Mr. Boeanegra, then the Mexican minister of foreign lela^ 
tions, styled the act of Congress provi<£ng fcNr annexation, in 
his circular Jetter to the various European ministers then 
resident in Mexico, under date of May 31, 1844, ^ a declara- 
tion of war between Ae two nations.'' 

In his message of December, 1845, the president of the 
United States says, — 

^^ On the 6th day of March last, the Mexican envoy extra- 
ordinary and mmister plenipotentiary to the United States 
made a formal protest, &c. Our envoy extraordinary to Mex- 
ico was refused all official intercourse with that government, 
and, after remaining several months, by the permission of his 
own 'government he returned to the United States. Thus, by 
the acts of Mexico, all diplomatic intercourse between the two 
countries was suspended. 

^' Since that time Mexico has, until recently, occupied an 
attitude of hostility towards the United States — has been mar- 
shalling and orgai^dzing armies, issuing proclamations, and 
avowing the intention to make war on the United States, either 
by an open declaration, or by invading Texas." 

In a letter from Mr. Donelson to Mr. Buchanan, dated June 2, 
1845, it is stated, ^' It is believed that Mexico is concentrating 
troops on the Rio Grande." 

Again, on the 4th of June, 1845, he says, " I look upon war 
with Mexico as inevitable — a war dictated by the British min- 
ister here, for the purpose of defeating annexation." 
7* 



78 * CHA6KIN OF MEXICO. 

4^. Dtmelton to Mr. AUen, Jftn^ 11, 1846. 

*' The minister of the foreign af¥airs of Mexico, wten ask- 
ing for the authorization of the chambers to negotiate with 
Texas on the basis of her independence, at the same time 
declared tliat the army on the Rio Grande would be reinforced, 
and the agency that obtained and brought back to Ais govern- 
ment the declaration that the^ door is open for negotiation of 
a defmitive treaty between the two nations, brought also the 
formal notification that this door tnll be closed again if Texas 
consents in any manner to the resolution passed by the Con- 
gress of the United States on the subject of annexation. Thus 
is it made difficult for Texas, even had her judgment led her 
to wject the overture for her admission into the Federal Union, 
to accept the propositions of Mexico, without incurring the 
imputation of being awed by an armed force, kept avowedly 
upon her frontier to commence hostilities, if her decision 
should be different from that prescribed for her." 

Mr. Donelaon to Mr, Buchanan, June 23, 1845. 

" Mexico, however, has threatened a renewsd of the war for 
THE WHOLE OF Texas, if she accepts the proposals for annex- 
ation to ihe UnicMi." 



CHAGRIN OF MEXICO HER MODE OF WARFARE. 

Mr. AMen to Mr, Donekon, June 26, 1845. 

" But the very preference manifested by the government and 
people of Texas for aamexation to Ae great republican confed* 
eracy, and for a participation in the benefits and efficacy of 
her free institutions, when c(Mitrasted with the alternative of 
separate and acknowledged independence, and wHen the latter 
alternative was commended to the acceptance of Ae natipn by 
the partiality of mighty powers, must be mortif3dng to the 
pride of Mexico, and may very probably induce her to com- 
mence against this country sudden and active hostilities. For* 
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the last six or eight years her war&ure has consisted of inregu 
Isur incursions across our westei^i frontier, her forces entering 
and retiring firom our territcNry at wide and uncertain intervals 
of time, and occasioning ruin and distress along the immediate 
line of tiieir marches. A new irruption of this kind may now 
be reascmably expected.'^ 

Mr. DonOaon to General Taylor, June 28, 1845. 

^If ai^y reliance is to be .placed upon the threats of Mexico, 
and upon the advice which we may presume will be given by 
the French and Britii^ governments, an invasicm of Texas 
may be confidently anticipated.'^ 

On the 12th and 16th of July, the Mexican secretary of war 
issued circulars, requiring the officers of the army to raise the 
requisite number (^troops to wage war against the United States. 
We have placed copies of these circulars in our Appendix.* 

On the 12th of August, 1845, Greneral Arista addressed his 
troops in the following language : — 

" Comrades : The supreme executive has sent to me, by 
express, the news that the United States, in pursuance of their 
ambitious views, hadng taken possession of the departmaU of 
Texas^ he had demanded a declaration of vmr from Congress 
against that unjust nation. 

* "The time to fight is come. We must prepare with the 
ardor inspired by duty and patriotism, when an attack is made 
upon the soU, the honor, and the pride of tiie nation. 

"Arms are the only arguments to use against banditti 
and men without good faith. Let us hope for that justice 
which is imrdLed by all society, and the decision of the civil- 
ized worid. Our lot will be envied by the rest of the army ; 
we are nearest to thie theatre of war ; we are tlie first to avenge 
the outrages an our country, and to ravish from the usurpers 
the chject of their rapines. Large bodies of troops are on 
their march ; they will soon be here, to share our dangers and 
nepulse the enemy.'' 

* See Appendix K. 
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On the 27th of August, 1845, Greneral Paredes thus 
addressed the soldiers of the Mexican, army : — 

^^ Soldiers : A rapacious and grasping race have thrown 
themselves upon our territory, and dare to flatter themselves 
that we will not defend the patrimony which our forefathers 
conquered with their blood. They deceive themselves ; we 
will fly to snatch from them the spoils, the possession of which 
they are impudently enjopng ; and they shall learn, by dearly- 
bought experience, that they are not contending with the undis- 
ciplined tribes of Indians whom they robbed of their land, their 
heaven, and their- country ; and that the Mexicans will ardently 
combat the soldiers of a nation which has sanctioned by its 
laws the most degrading slavery.*' 

In a letter addressed by Mr. Donelson .to Mr. Buclianan, 
dated July 24, 1845, he says, ^ The commcHi opinion of the 
citizens best acquainted with the Mexican population is, that 
the government will be obliged to declare war, in order to have 
the power to compromise with after events." 

General Taylor to AiffuUtnt-Gjmeral Jones* 

** CoBPXTB Ch&isti, Attg. 15, 1S45. 

" I have the honor to report that, by New Orleans papers 
of the 7th instant, I have received intelligence of the prepar- 
atory steps taken by Mexico towards a declaration ^f war 
against the United States. 

^^ I am enabled to say, upon information which .is regarded 
as authentic, that General Arista was to l6ave Mcmterey on the 
4th of this month for Matamoras, with 1500 men, — ^500 being 
cavalry. I learn by the same source, that there are 600 regu- 
lar troops at Matamoras.'' 

A4fiUant-General Jones to General Taylor, /tag. 26, 1845. 

"Official information, at short intervals, is now the more 
necessary, as the country is filled with rumors of the move- 
ment of Mexican troopS in direction of your head-quarters, as 
also of matters in relation to our own service." 






COMHl^h£^^/^;4SB^S THE PRONtlSR PROHIBITSD. 81 



CQMinTNICATION ACROSS THB FRONTIER PROHIBITED UlffOBR 
PENALTY Of^ DEATH. 

General Taylor to A^fjutara-Otneral Jone$* 

"Corpus Chrkti, Sept* 6, 1845* 

" A decree has been issued, prohibiting, under the penalty 
of death, any communication, by writing, across the frontier — 
a precaution which has been adopted on former occasions, and 
caused, no doubt, by our presence here." 

We think that no one will be disposed to doubt the fact, that 
Mexico was uniform in lier spirit and acts of hostility towards 
the United States, if in nothing else. To use the Icuiguage of 
Mr. Madison, she was in "a state of war against the United 
States." It is the notorie^ of these hostile manifestations 
which we would have tlie reader notice, as an important 
element of the subject 

During every period of the discussion upon the subject of 
annexation, from the first to the last, these manifestations of 
hostility on the part of Mexicp have been known to Congress, 
and to all the political parties of the country. 

By those who claimed that nothing could be generous that 
was not just, they were lamented ; and by others, who claimed 
that party was above principle, we have too much evidence to 
believe that they were encouraged. Still, the vote for annexa- 
tion in Congress was a very decided one. 

It has been assumed by some that we had but little evidence 
that Mexico intended hostilities. If hostilities were not in- 
tended, how could Pena y Pena say to Mr. Blswrk, as he did, 
October 31, 1845, " The government of Mexico has given its 
orders, for the purpose of suspending, for the present, any act 
of hostility against the United States, and limits itself to the 
defensive, awaiting the • issue of the negotiation proposed by 
the government of the United States, through the consul ? " 
How could acts of hostility be suspendedy if they had not been 
ordered ? and of course the inference is plain, to he renewed 
if negotiation fiedled. 
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It may be true, perhaps, that Mexico intended no action but 
a display of threats without the slightest design- of redeemiag 
them. If she found us turnioved by tibese, her counsels of 
prudence were sufficient to produce other and equally safe 
expedients. But the decree alluded to by General Taylor was 
evidence enough that she intended zoor, and nothing but war. 
It was not, however, the open War of civilized nations that Uiey* 
looked for and desired, but ibr opportunities of sudden incur- 
sions and massacres I They would have ventured attacks 
upon unarmed citizens, asleep, in the night time, and possibly 
upon detachments of troops, if their numbers were so small as 
to give them no apprehensiwi of danger. Not to enjoy such 
privileges of bloodshed was a sore* disappointment to them. 
They did not expect to be met on the line, where they could 
have no chance to exebute their acts of revenge Upon the peo; 
pie of Texas without a check, or a shot that might injure them. 
They, indeed,, claimed it as a right, that our army should 
remove beyond the Nueces, until the two governments had 
settled the boundary question. They had a sudden, and for 
them, a novel disposition, to protect their own soil, and their 
own people. But it was thought by our government that no 
evil could arise by giv^ing protection to all the territory that 
Tet& claimed, knowing full well that the tender mercies of. 
Mexico could in no human probability exceed those which 
would be extended by our army, and without any expense to 
them. It was a matter of duty, however, paramount to every 
other consideration with oiur govemnient, if persuaded that 
any protection was required, to give it with an amplitude that 
should insure entire and unquestioned safety to Texas, and 
preserve unsullied the integrity of the United States. 

Let us now look on the other side. Let us see what was 

THE PREVAILING SPIRIT OF THE UNITED STATES TOWARDS 
MEXICO, 

during this period of threatened . hostilities oh the part of diat 
republic. We would not intentionally bias the reader in favor 
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<^ his own country, if she were in the wrong ; not would we 
endeavor to create prejudices, in his n^ind against a sister 
republic, if she were in the right Our purpose is, simply, to 
ask a candid attention to facts. Let the documents speak for 
themselves. Our limits «dlow us no fdtemative but to make 
extracts, and aknost always at the expense of much evidence 
ponfirmatory of our views, which we are compelled to omit 

FLEDGE OF AMITY OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 
Mir. Buchanan to General Almonte, March 10, 1845. 

^'The president sincerely regrets that the government of 
Mexico should have taken ofkpce at these proceedings, [act 
of Ck>ngress annexing Texas ;] and he earnestly trusts that it 
may hereafter be disposed to view them in a more favorable 
and friendly light Whilst entering upon the duties of the 
presidential office, he cheerfully declares, in advance, that his 
most strenuous efibrts shall be devoted to the amicable adjust- 
ment of every cause of comf^aint between the two govern- 
mei^« and to the cultivation of the* kindest and most friendly 
relations between the sister Republics,.^' 

ACTS OF HOSTILITY FORBIDDEN BY THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. DoneUon^ June 3, 1845. 

'^ This government will studiously refrain from all acts of 
hostility towards that Republic, (Mexico,) unless these should 
become absolutely necessary in self-defence. Orders have 
been transmitted to Captain Stockton in accordance with this 
declaration." 

ORDER FOR DEFENCE, NOT INVASION. 

Secretary of War to General Taylor, June 15, 1845. 

" You will limit yourself to the territory of Texas, unless 
Mexico should declare war against the United States." 
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OBDER TO SFABE ANT MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS EAST SID£ 
OF THE RIO GRANDE. 

Secretary of War to General Taylor^ July 8, 1845. 

^ This department is informed that Mexico has some military 
establishments on the east side of the Bio Grande, which are, 
and for some time have been, in the actual occupancy of her 
troops. In carrying out the instructions heretofore received, 
you will be careful to avoid any acts of aggression, unless an 
actual state of war should exist." 

This order has been frequently quoted to prove that our 
government was wrong in claiming to the Rio Grande, because 
a few Mexicans had been specially permitted by our govern- 
ment to remain between that river and the Nueces. This is 
certainly novel logic. We i^oiild suppose that the meaning 
was quite the contrary. If our government deemed it eacpe- 
dient to nmke such an exception, the fact of making -it is evi- 
dence to prove that it considered its title to the territory un- 
doubted ; otherwise the act would have been one of inconsistent 
assumption. It was an act of deliberate indulgence. If the 
right of exception implies any thing, it implies the right oC 
possession. 



ORDER TO AVOID AGGRESSION, BUT TO PROTECT TEXAS. 
Secretary of War to General Taylor, July 30, 1845. 

*' While avoiding, as you have been instructed to do, all 
aggressive measures towards Mexico, as long as the relations 
of peace exist between that republic and the United States, 
you are expected to occupy, protect, and defend the territory 
of Texas to the extent that it lias been occupied by the people 
of Texas." 

This was made subject to the exception given in the letter 
of July 8. 
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ASSURANCE OF GENERAL TAYLOR THAT FRIENDLT RELATIONS 
WOULD NOT BE INTERRUPTED. 

General Taylor to A4futa$U-GeMeralJ<mei, July 20, 1845. 

" The department may rest aasufed that I will take do step 
to interrupt the friendly relations between the United States 
and Mexico.'* 



GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES PROPOSES TO NEGOTIATE. 
APPOINTMENT OF MR. SLIDSLL MINISTER TO MEXICO. 

The desire for peace was universal and sincere with the 
people of the United States, and it pervaded all tiie acts of our 
government. TTie olive branch was made a part of the nationcd 
banner, and peaceful negotiation was invited at every step and 
movement of our army by our government. ' From evidence 
that was deemed authentic, it was generally believed, in ^lis 
couhtry, that the people of Mexico wef<e averse to war with the 
United States, and that they woidd be glad to have an opportu- 
nity to sustaui their government in any measures that would 
secure a permanent peace. Constaatly alive to the best good 
of that Republic, and a consistent friend to peace, the president 
of the United States thought that an act of condescension on 
the part of the more powerful government might have a salu- 
tary effect in conciliating Mexico, and in preparing her to 
listen to those dictates of prudence which one would suppose 
she would be at no loss to find in her own distracted condition. 
In his message of December, 1845, the president sajrs, — 
" After our army and navy had remained on the frontier 
€uad coasts of Mexico for many weeks, without any hostile 
movement on her part, thou^ her menaces were continued, I 
deemed it important to put an end, if possible, to this state of 
things. With this view, I caused steps to be taken," in the 
month of September last, to ascertain distinctly, and in authentic 
form, what the designs of the Mexican government were ; 
8 
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whether it was their intention to declare, war, or to invade 
Texas, or whether they were disposed to adjust and settle, in 
an amicahle manner, the pending difficulties between the two 
countries. On the 9th of November, an official answer was 
received, that the Mexican government consented to renew the 
diplomatic relations which had been suspended in March last, 
and for that purpose were willing to accredit a minister from 
the United States^ With a sincere desire to preserve peace, 
and restore relations of a good understanding between the two 
Republics, I waived all ceremony as to the manner of renewing 
diplomatic intercourse between ^em $ and, assuming the initi- 
ative, on the lOth of November, a distinguished citizen of 
Louisiana • was appointed envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary to Mexico^ clothed with full powers' to adjust 
and definitely settle all pending diffisrences^ between the two 
countries^ including -those of boundary between Mexico and 
the State of Texas." • • • "He has been instructed to 
bring the negotiation with winch he is charged to a conclusion 
at the earliest practicable period ; which, it is expected, will 
be in time to enable me to communicate the result to Congress 
during the presqnt session. Until that result is known, I for- 
bear to recommend to Congress such ulterior measures of re- 
dress for the wrongs and injuries we have so long borne, as it 
would have been proper to make had no such negotiation been 
instituted.'' 

This was magnanimity — * such as could only come from a 
natitm conscious, of its accountability, greatness, and ^ powers 
A feeble nation would lose its rank, and be stigmatized as 
wanting in courage and self-respect, that Should assume the 
initiative in renewing diplomatic relations that had been sus- 
pended by the acts of another power. It was an act worthy 
of this Republic, and, if any evidence were wanting fully to 
confirm the sincerity of the government declarations manifest- 
ing a strong desire for peace, this must be deemed conclusive 

* Hon. John SHd^ 
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by aH who dp not wisAi to deceive themsdves by fenced con- 
▼ictioDs that caonot bear the test of truth. But Uiis appc^atp 
raent, and the results (^ it, will be best understood by a perusal 
of the government documents. 

PROPOSAL OP THE U. S. GOVERNMENT TO BfEXICO TO RESTORE 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS. 

Jft-. Buckamm to Mr, Black, U. S, Qmnd at Mexico, Stpiambmr 17, 

1S45. 

^^ Inf(>nnatiott i^ecentiy received at this department, both 
from yottfdelf and o^ers, renders it probable that the Mexican 
government may now be willing to restore the diplomatic rela- 
tions between the two countries. At the time of their suspen- 
mon. General Almonte was assured of the desire felt by the 
president to adjust amicably every cause of complaint between 
the government, and to cultivate the kindest and most friendly 
relations between the sister Republics. . It was his duty to place 
the country in a oHidition successfully to resist the direatened 
invasion of Texajsi by Afexico, and this has been aceompUshed. 
He desires, however, that all existing differences shoi^t^d be 
terminated amicably by negotiation, and not by the sword. He 
is anxious to preserve peace, although prepared for war. 

^^ Actuated by these sentiments, the President has directed 
roe to iiistruct you — in the absence of any diplomatic agent 
in Bfexico — to ascertain firom the Mexican government, 
whether they would receive an envoy from the United States, 
intrusted with full powerto adjust all the questions in dispute 
between the two governments. Should the answer be in the 
affirmative, such an envoy will be immediately despatched to 
Mexico. , 

^^ If V the president were deposed to stand upon a mere ques- 
tictti of etkiuette, he would wait until the Mexican government, 
which has suspended the diplomatic relations between the two 
countries, should ask that tiiiey may be restored. But his desbro 
is so stximg to terminate the present unfortunate state of our 
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relations with that Republic, that he has consented to waive all 
ceremony, and take the initiative. 

" So soon as you have received the answer of tliat goyera- 
ment, you will communicate a copy of it, without delay, by 
Some safe opportunity, to F. M. Dimond, Esq., our consul at 
Vera Cruz. You will also transmit a copy to this department. 
It is of great consequence that you should use as much 
despatch as possible in executing this important commission. 

" The future course of Ais government may, and probably 
will, depend upon the answer which you may receive. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

** There will be a vessel of war at Vera Cruz ready to 
receive your despatch, and to convey it to the United States 
with the least possible delay." 

HOW THE PROPOSITION WAS RECEIVED ^— APPREHENSION OJ" 
THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. Black received the letter of the secretary of state on 
the 10th of October, and on ihe 11th, ha.d a ^ confidenticd: 
interview with the minister of foreign relations in Mexico. 
He manifested an earnest desire that negotiations might take 
place, but there was an evident solicitude in regard to the 
effect that such a negotiation would produce upon the pec^le* 
He was fearful that it might prove fatal to their then easting 
government. He requested of our consul a communication 
in writing, expressing the wishes of the United States govern- 
ment, and promised an explicit answer. All interviews and 
communications were to be confidential, and yet no -regard 
whatever was paid to the most solemn injunctions of secrecy. 

Mr. Black, in his letter to Pena y Pena, October 13, 1846, 
very judiciously gave the precise words of Mr. Buchanan embra- 
cing the proposition, which we have quoted, and adds with 
evident pleasure his own convictions upon the subject. He 
says, " The undersigned can assure his excellency, that it is 
with the most heartfelt satisfaction he sees, in the preceding 
proposition on the part of the United States, l^notwithstanding 
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the pfepaiatioos for war oa both Miles,) thut a door is still 
left open for conciliation, whereby all existing difierences may 
be amicably and equitably adjusted, and the honor of both 
nations preserved inviolate.^^ 

MEXICO ASSENTS TO THE PROPOSITION OP THE UNITED STATES. ' 

On the 15th of October, Mr. Pena y Peila sent Mr. Black his 
answer, from which the following extracts are made : — 

" I have informed my government of -the private conference 
which took place between you and myself on the 11th instant, 
and have submitted to it the confidential letter which you, 
in consequence of, and agreeably to, what was then said, 
addressed to me yesterday. In answer, I have to say to you, 
that although the Mexican nation is deeply injured by the 
United States, through the acts' committed by them in the 
department of Texas, which belongs to this nation, my gov- 
ernment is disposed to receive the commissioner of the United 
States, who may come to this capital with full powers from 
his government to settle the present dispute in a peaceful, rea- 
sonable, and hcoiorable manner ; thus giving a new proof, that 
even in the midst of its injuries, and of its firm decision to 
exact adequate reparation for them, it does not repel with con- 
tumely the measure of reason and peace to which it is invited 
by its adversary. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" What my government requires above all things is, that 
the mission <^ the commissioner of the United States, and his 
reception by us, ^ould appear to be always absolutely frank, 
and free from ^very sign of menace or coercion. And thus, 
Mr. Consul, while inaking k^own to your government the dis« 
positicm on the part of that of Mexico to receive the commis- 
sioner, you should impress upon it, as indispensable, the previ- 
ous recall of the whole naval force now lying in sight of our 
port of Vera Cruz. Its presence would degrade Mexico, while 
sheis receiving the commissioner, and would justly subject the 
United Stales to the imputation of contradicting, by acts, the 
8* 
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vehement desire of conoiUatkm, peace, and fnenddiq>, wMek 
is professed and asserted by words.'' 

In a letter from Mr. Btock to Mr. Buchanan, dated October 
28, 1845, he says, " The Mexican govenmient is very anxioisa 
to know when they may expect the envoy from the United 
States ; and also, that I may soon be able to give it the 
information of the American squadron having retired from 
the port of Vera Cruz. 

" We have rumors every day that a revolution is shortly to 
take place, but, as yet, thing? are quiet Let this go as it will, 
I thii^ that an arrangement is safe, as it has the sanction of 
the Mexican Congress in secret sesumi." 



WITHDRAWAL OF THE NAVAL FORCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

B^. Black to 36r. Peha y Pena, October 2% 1845. 

" The undersigned has the honor to* transmit herewith a copy 
of a communication addressed to Commodore Conner, com- 
mander of the American squadron before Vera Cruz, to the 
American consul, F. M. Dimond, Esq., of that place, by wfeich 
his excellency will see that the wishes of the Mexican govern- 
ment have been, in this respect, fully and promptly complied, 
with." 

Commodore Conner to Mr. Dimond, 

V. S. Ship "FikiMOvm, > 

Ojpf SaCbificios, October 23, 1845. > 

**By the letter of Mr. Black, which you Were kind enou^ 
to send me this morning, I learn that the proposition to entCT 
into negotiation, made by our government to that* of Ihid 
country, had been accepted. There appears to exist, on the 
part oi this government, 45ome fear lest they should be accused 
of being forced into this measure by the hostile attitude of the 
United States. 

^' Being fully aware that our government has had no iiit^ 
tion of threatening this country, but, on the contrary, has 
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always been actuated by a sincere desiie to heal ezMttng diifer^ 
ences in & manner honorable to both nations, I bdieve I shall 
best contribute to such an arrangement l^ withdrawing our 
naral force from before Vera^Cruz.'^ 

8IIYGULAR. AND XTNBXFBCTSD, aBeBFTION OF MB. SLIBBLL, 

IN MEXICO. 

Mr, Black to Mr, Buchanan, December 18, 1845. 

" On Wednesday, the 3d instant, I received a letter from our 
consul at Vera Cruz, dated the 29th of November, informing 
me that a vessel had just arrived at Sacrificios, on board of 
which was the Hon. John Slidell, who had sent for him, the 
said consul, to come down to that place, as he wished to leave 
Vera Cruz for the capital by that night^s diligence ; but he, the 
consul, was of opinion that he would not be able to leave 
until the next stage. 

"i went up to the president's quarters, when the minister 
came out in the ante-chamber and met me, and accosted me, 
saying that the government was informed that there was an 
arrival at Vera Cruz from the Unit^ States, bringing out a 
commissioner, by which the government was taken by sur- 
prise, and asked me who could this commissioner he^ and what 
had he come for 7 I told him I did not know, but I presumed 
it was the envoy which the Mexican government had agreed to 
receive from the government of the United States ; all the 
information which I had upon the subject was, that the consul 
of the United States at Vera Cruz had advised me, in a letter 
under date of the 29th of November, that the Hon. John 
Slideli had just arrived at Sacrificios, and wished to leave Vera 
Cruz for this capital by the first diligence, and that I was under 
the impression that this person was an envoy fipom the govern- 
ment of the United States to that of Mexico, as we had good 
reason to expect one about this time. He' said that ought not 
to be ; the government did not expect an envoy from the United 
States until January, as they were not prepared to receive him ; 
and he desired, tf possible, that he would not come to the ca^tal, 
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nor eyen disembark at this time, and that I sdiould endeavor to 
prevent his doing so, as his appearance in the capital at this time 
might prove destructive to the government, and thus defeat the 
whole affair. You know the opposition are calling us traitors, 
for entering into this arrangement with you. I told him that I 
regretted this had not been known in time, as the envoy would 
be now on his way to this capital, and tliat the Mexican gov- 
ernment bad set no time for his arrival, and it was presumed 
that they would he ready to receive him whenever he arrived; 

* I know,' he said, ' there was no time set ; but from the conversa- 
tions which I have had with yourself, and, from what I have 
heard from others, I had good reason to believe that the envoy 
would not have been appointed by your government, or, at 
least, not have started on his mission, until after the meeting 
of Congress.' ♦ ♦ » 

" He said that the government itself was well disposed, und 
ready to proceed in the negotiation, but that if the affair was 
commenced now, it would endanger its existence ; that the 
government were preparing the thing, collecting the opinion 
and consent of the departments, which they expected to have 
finished by January, and then they would be able to proceed in 
the affair with more security ; that the government were afraid 
that the appear$ince of the envoy at this time would produce a 
revolution against it, which might terminate in its destruc- 
tion." 

EMBARRASSING POSITION OF THE U. S. MINISTER. 
MEXICAN DIPLOMACY. 

Mr. SU^U to Mr, Bttchanan, Mexico, December 17, 1845. 
" I reached this city on the 6th instant. At Puebla, I was 
met by our consul, Mr. Black, who in some measure prepared 
me for the delays and difficulties which I should have to con- 
tend with. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

• "On Monday, the 8th instant, I addressed to the mipister of 
foreign affairs a ndte, in the usual fc^rm, announcing my arrival 
in the capital, accompanying it with a copy of my letter of 
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eiedeace,* and your official coromiiDicatioo to the miniflter 
of foreign affidrs, and asking to be informed when and where 
I Aould be admitted to present my credentials to the presi- 
dent * * * It was handed by Mr. Black to the minister, 
who assured him that I should have an answer on the following 
Wednesday; and requested him to call and receive it On 
that day, however, Mr. Black received a note from the secre- 
tary ot the minister, stating that it was necessary to submit the 
matter to the council of government, and that he would be 
advised when the answer would be given. 

"' This government is a permanent body, of a very anoma- 
lous character, composed of persons not removable, by the 
executive ; its functi<His, so far as I can understand them, are, 
with a few. exceptions, — and these not applying to foreign rela- 
tions, — merely advisory, and no oUigation exists on the part of 
the executive, but in the exceptional cases, to consult the 
council. The council was not consulted when the executive 
determined to renew diplomatic relations with the United 
States, and a recourse to it at this moment was altoge^ier 
gratuitous. It is a notorious fact, that several of the members 
of this council are not only in open and violent opposition to 
die present administraticm, but endeavorbg to get up a revolu- 
tionary movement to overthrow it, and it is generally un- 
derstood that a majority of them are unfavorably disposed 
towards it. 

^' This, at least, is certain — the administration, in referring a 
matter entirely within their own competence to a body whose 
decision they cannot control, and upon whose sympathies they 
cannot rely, manifest either a weakness or a bad faith, which 
renders the prospect of any favorable issue to negotiations 
with them at best very problematical. 

" The deliberations of the council, although ostensibly con- 
fidential, soon became known out of doors. It had been twice 
or thrice convoked for the purpose of deliberating upon my 

* See Appendix L. 
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reception, and it is perfectly well known that it has advised 
against it The most absurd reasons have there been ad- 
yanced against my recognition ; so abtord, indeed, that Ihey 
would appear scarcely credible to any one not upon the 
spot. ♦ • ♦ 

" The objections started were, that my credentials did not 
appear to have been given with the sanction of Congress ; that 
my appointment had not been confirmed by tiie Senate ; that 
this government had agreed only to receive a commissioner, 
and that, consequently, the appointment of an envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary was not in accordance with 
the letter of the 15th October, from the minister of fbreigi^ 
afiiiirs to Mr. Black ; that this letter only contemplated 
negotiations of Texas j and finally, to cap the cliiftax of ab- 
surdity, that my powers were not sufficient! 

" Having recdved no reply to my note of the 8tb instant, 
and no assurance of the time when I might expect one, I 
addressed another, on the 15th instant, stating my desire to 
communicate speedily with my government, -and requesting to 
know when I might expect an answer. I haVe, while writing 
this, received a communication from the minister of foreign 
relations, of which I shall furnish' you a copy.* You will 
observe that it is dated yesterday, although I have no doubt it 
was written after the final negative decision of the council, 
which was rendered on that day. You will find it evasive and 
unsatisfactory, intimating difficulties respecting my credentials, 
and that negotiations, by the terms of his letter to our consul, 
were to be confined to the subject o{ Texas. 

" You will observe that this note is not addressed to me in 
my official capacity ; the omission to do so is certainly not an 
accidental one. 

"Notwithstanding the desire, which I believe the present 
administration really entertains, to adjust ^1 their difficulties 
with us, so feeble and inert is it, Uiat I am rather inclined to 

* See Appendix M. 
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the opiDion that the chances of a successful negotiati(»i would 
be better with one more hostile, but possessing- greater energy. 
The country, torn by conflicting factions, is in a state of 
perfect anarchy, its finances in a condition utteriy des- 
perate. • ♦ ♦ 

^\ A refusal to treat with, or even xeceive me at all, in the 
only capacity in which I am authorial to act, under pretexts 
more or less plausible, is a possible (I ought periiaps to say a 
probable) event This is a cojitingency which could not have 
been anticipated, and for which your instructions have conse- 
quently not provided. It will place me in a novel, awkward, 
and almost embarrassing position, and impose upon me a grave 
responsibility. Should it occur, I shall endeavor so to conduct 
myself as to throw the whole odium of the failure of the 
negotiation upon this government ; point out, in the most 
temperate manner, the inevitable consequences of so unheard- 
of a violation of all the. usages which govern the intercourse 
between civilized nations ; and declare my intention to remain 
here until I can receive instructions adapted to the exigencies 
of the case.'' 

Mr. Slidell sent to Hr, Buchanan the files of the ^^ Andgo 
del Puehla^^ the leading opposition journal. "It breathes," 
says he, '* the fiercest hostility agarost the United States, de- 
nounces the proposed negotiations as treiason ; and in the last 
number, openly calls upon the troops and the people to put 
down the government by force." ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" P. S. December 18, 1845. At the moment I was about 
to close this, I obtained the didamen of the council of gov- 
ernment, published in the ' Siglo.' I send you the paper." 

It should be remembered that this was the letter received by 
our government on the 12th of January, 1846, and which 
gave rise to the order to Greneral Taylcar on the 13th — the 
following day. 
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MEXICO REFUSES TO FULFIL ITS ENGAGEMENTS OF 
OCTOBER, 15, 1845. 

Mr. Pena y Pma to Mr. SUdeU, December 20, 1845. 
" The undersigned having submitted the whole to his excel- 
lency, the president of the Republic, and having also con- 
sidered attentively the note addressed to him by the secretary 
of state of the United States, relative to the mission of Mr. 
Slidell, regrets to inform him that, although the supreme gov- 
ernment of the Republic is animated by the pacific and con- 
ciliatory intentions which the undersigned manifested to the 
consul of the United States in his confidential note of the 
14th of October last, it does not conceive that, in order to 
fulfil the object proposed by the said consul, in the name of 
the American government, and accepted by the undersigned, 
it should admit his excellency Mr. Slidell in the character with 
which he is invested, of envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary residing in the Republic.'* 

Mr, Slidell to Mr, Buchanan, De^mber 27» 1845. 

" On the 21st Instant, I received from Mr. Pena y Pena his 
promised reply, (from which the above is an extract,) con- 
veying^ the formal and unqueilified refusal of the Mexican 
government to receive me in the character for which I am 
commissioned. Of this most extraordinary document I send a 
copy. To this I replied, under the date of the 24th instant, 
disproving the unfounded assertions of Mr. Pena y Pena, and 
refuting the arguments upon which the refusal to receive me 
was based." . 

As the reply of Mr. Slidell to Mr. Pena y Pena, alluded to 
above, embraces a variety of information of interest to all who 
desire to understand what were the true relations existing at 
that time between the two countries, we have placed it in the 
Appendix.* We would give a place to the letter of Mr. 

♦ See Appendix N. 
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PeSa y Peila, also, to which this is a reply, if we bad not 
determined to insert, for several reasons which will appear, his 
communication of December 11, 1845, addressed to the 6oun« 
' cii. This communication embraces essentially and briefly his 
views, which are elaborately given in his letter.* 

FOLLY OF MEXICO PBUDENCE AND PATIENCE ADVISED BY 

THE mJITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 
Mr. Buchanan to Mr, Slidett, January 20, 1846. 

^^ Should the Mejoean ^^arament, by finally refusing to 
receive you, consununate the act of foUy and bad &aih of 
winch diey have afforded such strong indications, nothing will 
then remain for this government but to take the redress of the 
wrongs of its citizens into its own hands. 

" In the event of such a refusal, the course which you have 
determined to pursue is the proper one. You ought, in your 
own language, so to conduct yourself, as to throw the whole 
odium of the failure of the negotiation upon the Mexican gov- 
ernment ; — ' point out, ip the most temperate manner, the 
immediate consequences of so unheard-of a violation of all 
the usages which govern the intercourse between civilized 
nations ; and declare your intention to remain in Mexico until 
you can receive instructions adapted to the exigencies of the 
case. This sojourn will afford you an honorable opportunity 
to watch the course of events, and avail yourself of any favor- 
able circumstances, which, in the mean time, may occur. 
Should a revolution have taken place before the 1st of Janu- 
ary, the da^ appointed for the meeting of Ck>ngress, (an eveut 
which you deemed^probable,) or should a change of ministry 
have been effected, which you considered almost certain, this 
delay will enable you to ascertain the views and wishes of tlie 
new government or administration. The desire of the presi- 
dent is, that you i^ould conduct yourself with such wisdom 
and flnnness in the crisis, that the voice of the American peo- 

♦ See Appendix O. 
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pie shall be unanimous in favor of redressing the wrongs of 
our much injured and long suffering claimants. 

" It would seem to be the desire of the Mexican govern- 
ment to evade the redress of the real injuries of our citizens, 
by confining the negotiation to the adjustment of a pecuniary 
indemnity for its imaginary rights over Texas. This cannot 
be tolerated. The two subjects must proceed hand in hand ; 
they can never be separated. It is evidently with the view 
of thus limiting the negotiation that the Mexican authorities 
have been quibbling about the mere form of your credentials, 
without ever asking whether you had instructions and full pow- 
ers to adjust the Texan boundary. The advice of the coun<* 
cil of the government seems to have been dictated by the same 
spirit." 

[Advice of Order to General Taylor.] 

" In the mean time, the president, in anticipation of the final 
refusal of the Mexican government to receive you, has ordered 
the eurmy of Texas to advance and take position on the left 
bank of the Rio Grande, and has directed that a strong fleet 
shall be immediately assembled in the Gulf of Mexico. - He 
will tlius be prepared to act with vigor and promptitude the 
moment that Congress shall give him the authority.^' 



HONORABLE EFFORT AND PERSEVERANCE ADVISED BY THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

M*. Buchanan to Mr. Slidell, January 28, 1846. 

"After a careful and critical examination of the contents, 
[of your despatches,] the president entirely approves your con- 
duct. The exposure contained in your reply to the Mexican 
minister of foreign affairs,* of the evasions and subterfuges 
of his government in excuse of their refusal to recognize you 
as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 

♦ See Appendix N. 
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United States, is so complete as to leave me nothing to add 
upon the subject It is now, however, morally certain that the 
insurrection of Paredes has proved successful, and that a new 
administration of some kind or other at this moment controls 
that unfortunate country. 

"The question arises, therefore, what course you should 
pursue in this contingency. In my despatch on the 20th 
instant, I have already anticipated nearly all that is necessary 
to say in answer to this question. The president is sincerely 
desirous to preserve peace with Mexico. Both inclination 
and policy dictate ihiB course. Should the Mexican govern- 
ment, however, finally refuse to receive you, the cup of for- 
bearance will then have been exhausted. Nothing can 
remain but to take the redress of the injuries to our citizens, 
and the insults to our government, into our own hands. In 
view of this serious alternative, ievery honorable effort should 
be made before a final rupture. You should wait patiently for 
a final decision on the question of your reception, unk^ it 
should be unreasonably protracted, or you should clearly dis- 
cover that they are trifling with this government. It is impos- 
sible for any person not upon the spot, and converscmt with the 
motives and movements of the revohiti(»iary government now 
most probably existing in Mexico, to give you pf^ise instruc- 
tions how long your forbearance ought to continue. Much 
must necessarily be left to your own discretion. In general 
terms, I may say that you should take care to act with such 
prudence and firmness, that it may appear manifest to the 
people of the United States and to the world, that a rupture 
could not be honorably avoided. After this, should the Mexi- 
can government finally refuse to receive you, then demand 
passports from the proper authority, and return to the United 
States. It will then become the duty of the president to sub- 
mit the whole case to Congress, and call upon the nation to 
assert its just rights, and avenge its injured honor.^* 
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REVOLUTION IN MEXICO — PAKEDES IN POWER. 
Mr. SUdtU to . Mr. Buchanan^ January 14, 1845. 

"On the 2d January, Paredes stored the capital with his 
troops, those abready stationed here joining his triumphal 
march. On the same day, a junta of military officers, con- 
vened hy him, met and estahtished a plan of provisional gov- 
ernment, to be admuaistered by a president elected by a body 
composed of two notables . from each department. These 
notables, nominated by Paredes, met cm the following evening, 
and, as you may readily imagine, imanimonsly elected him 
president, and on the 4th instant he took his oath of office. 
By the plan of the jimta of officers, a constitutional Congress 
was to be convened, with unlimited powers for the estaWish- 
ment of a new government, 6ic. 

" I shall not be surprised to wwjeive, m a day or two, notice 
of the ei^rt (which had been asked for in the eariy part c^ 
the month) being at my disposition. When received, I shall 
proceed, without delay, to Jtilapa. If there be any disposi- 
tion cm the part of those now in power to reconsider tibe 
decision of their predecessors, I feel satisfied that my absence 
from ^e capital will tend rather to accelerate than to retard 
its manifestations.'^ 

UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN. DUPLICITY OF THE 

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. Slidell to^ Mr. Buchananf Jalapa, February 6, 1846. 

" I reached this place cm the 20th ultimo. Since my de* 
spatch of ^ 14th ultimo, nodiing has cx^curred to indicate the 
course likely to be taken by the existing government as to my 
reception ; but I think it will mainly be controlled by the aspect 
of the Oregon question. Should our difficnilties with Great 
Britain continue to present a prospect of war with that power, 
there will be but a very faint hope of a change of policy 
here. ♦ ♦ • 



WSAXHE88 or PASJBVIS. 101 

^ I send a copy of a commuiucation of Mr. Peila y Pefia to 
the counefl of govemment, made <m the 11th of Decemher, 
inyiting an expressiooi of ofHnion of the council on the subject 
of my recognition, and suggesting his reasons why it idiould 
be refused.* This document presents in the most glaring Hg^ 
the bad fkith of the late government ; and, in connection with 
the statem^it of Consul Black, accompuiying my despatch of 
the 17lh of I>ecemher,f shows in the most conclusive manner 
that, from the moment my arrival was announced, it had deter- 
mined to avail itself of aut phbtencb, however frivdous, to 
re£i»e a receptkxi, in the hope that by dius depriving its oppo- 
nents of their chief theme of reproach and agitati<Hi, the im- 
pending blow would be averted.^' 

WEAKNESS OF PAl^DES. APFROYAL OF GENSEAL TATLQE^S 
ADVANCE. 

Mr. SUdeU to Mr. Buehmtwn,Jal(^M,Febntar^ 17, 1946. 

** Appearances justify the belief that Paredes will not be 
able to sustain himself until the meeting of the constitutional 
Congress ; that his government will perish from inanition, if 
from no other cause. 

" Tlie advance of Greneral Taylor's force to the left bank 
of tlie Rio (Grande) del Norte, and the strengthening our 
squadron in the gulf, are wise measures, which may exercise a 
salutary influence upon the course of this government" 



SOLICITATIONS FOR NEGOTIATION RENEWED BY MR. SLIDELL. 

3Sr. SUdett to Mr. Buehanant Jmlapa, March I, 1846. 

** In comforraity with your instructions, I have addressed a 
note to the minister of foreign relations, resubmitting the ques- 
tion of my recognition for final decision. 

• See Appendix O. f See Appendix P. 
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** My note will be presented at the most propitious moment 
that could have been selected. • All attempts to effect a loan 
have completely failed. The suspicion of intention to introduce 
a foreign monarch has tended very much to abat^ the clamor 
against the United States. 

" My letters from Mexico- speak confidently of my recogni- 
tion, but there is no safety in reasoning from th^ probabili- 
ties or analogies as to the course of public men in this coun- 
toy." 

After reviewing the correspondence between the two gov- 
ernments, with an independence becoming the subject, and yet 
with the best possible spirit, Mr. Slidell says, in his letter to 
Don Joaquim Castillo y Lanzas, minister of foreign relations, 
under date of March 1, 1846, — 

" The president of the United States entirely approves the 
course pursued by the undersigned, and the communications 
by him addressed to the Mexican government Had the then 
existing 'government continued in power, as no alternative 
would have remained, the undersigned would have been directed 
to demand his passports. 

• " The destinies of the Mexican Republic, however, having 
since been committed to other hands, the president is unwilling 
to take a course which would inevitably result in war, without 
making another effort to avert so great a calamity. He wishes, 
by exhausting every honorable means of conciliation, to de- 
monstrate to the civilized world that, if its peace shall be dis- 
turbed, the responsibility must fall upon Mexico alone. He is 
sincerely desirous to preserve that peace ; but the state qtiasi 
hostility which now exists on the part of Mexico is one which 
is incompatible with the dignity and interests of the United 
States ; and it is for the Mexican government to decide whether 
it shall give place to friendly negotiations or lead to an open 
rupture." 
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SEVEBE. 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Stidefl, March 12, lS4e. 

" I am directed by the president to instruct you not to 
LEAVE that Republic until you shall have made a formal de- 
mand to be received by the new government The govern- 
ment of Paredes came into existence, not by a regular consti- 
tutional succession, but in consequence of a military revolution, 
by which the subsisting constitutional authorities were sub- 
verted. It cannot be considered as a mere continuance of the 
government of Herrera. On the contrary, the form of govern- 
ment has been entirely changed, as well as all the high func- 
tionaries at the head of the administration. The two govern- 
ments are certainly not so' identical, that the refusal of the one 
to receive you ought to be considered conclusive evidence that 
such would be the determination of the other. It would be 
difficult, on such a prestunption, in regard to so feeble and 
distracted a country as Mexico, to satisfy the American people 
that all had been done which ought to have been done, to avoid 
the necessity of resorting to hostilities. 

" On your return to the United States, energetic measures 
against Mexico would at once be recommended by the presi- 
dent ; and these might fail to obtain the support of Congress, 
if it could be asserted that the existing government had not 
refused to receive our minister. It would not be a sufficient 
answer to such an allegation, that the government of Herrera 
• had refused to receive you, and that you were therefore jioti*,^ 
fied in leaving the country, after a short delay, because, in the 
mean time, the government of Paredes had not voluntarily 
offered to reverse the decision of its predecessor. 

" I transmit you, herewith, a sealed letter from the president 
of the United States, accrediting you in your official character 
to General Paredes, as president, ad interim^ of the Mexican 
Republic. • • • 

"You suppose that appearances justify the belief that 
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Paredes will not be able to sustain himself until the meeting 
of the constitutional Congress ; that his government will perish 
from inanition, if from no other cause. 

'^ In this critical posture of Mexican afiairs, it will be for 
yourself to decide the question of the time of your departure 
according to events as they may occur. If, after you shall 
have fulfilled your instructions, you should indulge in a reason- 
able hope that, by continuing in Mexico, you could thus best 
subserve the interests of your country, then you ought to re- 
main, provided this can be done with honor. The president 
reposes entire confidence in your patriotism and discretion, and 
knows no temporary inconvenience to yoursplf will prevent 
you from performing your duty. 

•* It may be that, when prepared to take your departure, 
another revolution might be impending, the result of which 
would enable you, by a timely interposition, to accomplish the 
great objects of your mission. Besides, in the present dis- 
tracted condition of Mexico, it is of importance that we should 
have an able and discreet agent in that coimtry to watch the 
progress of events, and to communicate information on which 
the department could rely.'' 



UNITED STATES MINISTER AGAIN REFXTSED BY MEXICO. 
Mr. SUdeU io Mr. Buchanan, March 18, 1846. 

^' On the 15th instant,! received from the minister of foreign 
relations a reply to my communication of the 1st instant, of 
which you have already been advised. 

" It is a peremptory refusal to receive me in the capacity 
of envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary. I have 
consequentiy, in conformity - to your instructions, applied for 
my passports, and, so soon as they are received, I shall proceed 
to Vera Cruz, there to embark for New Orleans. 

'^ 1 am at a loss whether to ascribe his (Paredes) refusal to 
receive me, at a moment when his position is so critical, to the 
dread of having the pretext which he had so successfully used 
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against Herrera, employed against himself, or to a reUance 
oa foreign interventi<m. Perhaps his motive may be a mixed 
one. 

" As to any changes of rulers in Mexico, I look upon them 
as a matter of great indifference. We riiall never be able to 
treat with her on fair terms until die has been taught to respect 
IB. It certainly was proper to place us in the strongest moral 
position before our own people and the world, by exhausting 
every possible means of cmiciliation ; but here all amicable 
advances are considered as indicative either of weakness or 
treachery." 

THE LETTERS OF MR. CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 

Mr. Castillo y Lanzas was the successor of Mr. PeBa y PeSa 
in office. He addressed several letters to Mr. Slidell, and they 
are published with the other documents of our government ; 
but as they present no new views, we d<t not deem them of 
sufficient importance to be given in this place. They are 
written with spirit, but not with much judgment, and they add 
nothing to the strength of the positions of his predecessors in 
office. 

In his letter of March 12, 1846, to Mr. Slidell, with a ffip- 
pant arrogance and ill-judged rudeness, he says, ^^ Afler the 
definite and clear explanations rendered to his excellency, 
Mr. Slidell, in the note of 20th December last, referred to by 
him, it is not easy to comprehend how the executive of the 
United States should still think it can find reasons for insisting 
upon that which was then refused upon grounds the most con- 
clusive." 

He endeavors to sustain charges of usurpation, violence, 
fraud, artifice, and intrigue against the United States, in a man- 
ner which might he looked for in an ultra party journal, but 
not in the communications of a cabinet minister. He arrives 
at a conclusicHvas others had done before him, not warranted 
by the premises, or by the diplomatic usage of nations. 

" The Mexican government," he says, " oflfered to admit 
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the plenipotentiary or commissioner who should come clothed 
with special powers to treat upon the question of Texas. 
Upon this point the resolve of the Mexican government is 
immutable. 

^^ It is, therefore, upon the United States, and not upon Mex- 
ico, that devolves to determine in the alternative presented by 
Mr. Slidell, that is, between a friendly negotiation and an open 
rupture." 

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT WITHOUT EXCUSE OR DEFENCE. 

In reply to the last paragraph of the letter of Mr. Castillo y 
Lanzas, Mr. Slidell, under date of March 17, 1846, says, — 

"The Mexican government cannot shift the responsibility 
of war upon the United States, by assuming that they are the 
aggressors. A plain, unanswerable fact responds to ell the 
subtilties and sophistries by which it is attempted to obscure the 
real question ; that fact is, the presence in Mexico of a minis- 
ter of the United States, clothed with full power to settle all 
the questions in dispute between the two nations, and among 
them that of Texas. Their complaints are mutual ; the con- 
sideration of them cannot be separated ; and they must be set- 
tled by the same negotiation, or by the arbitrament which Mex- 
ico herself has elected." 

Again, in a letter to Mr. Buchanan, dated April 2, 1846, Mr. 
Slidell says, " The notes of Mr. Castillo y Lanzas will give you 
a correct idea of the temper of the Paredes government ; and, 
although it will probably soon be replaced by another, we have 
no reason to expect a change of tone towards us until Mexico 
shall have been made to feel our strength." 

THE REJECTED MISSION OF PEACE. 

If the act of sending a minister to Mexico was one of mag- 
nanimity on the part of our government, it may be truly said, 
that the mission was executed in beautiful harmony with such 
a spirit The requisitions of St. Paul to the Corinthians,* with 

* 1 Cor. chap. xiiL 
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regard to the world-wide duties of charity, were never more 
fully exemplified than in the course pursued hy our govern- 
ment with that of Mexico. We doubt whether such a series 
of examples of kindness, of patience and forbearance, in a 
nation, can be found in the annak of the world. 

Every step on the part of Mexico was mailed by a super- 
cilious recklessness that admits of no solution but in weakness, 
and by a spirit of boM insult that admits of no apology but in 
ignorance. 

She agreed to propositions which she dare not decline, and 
die declined to aUde by her agreements, because she dare not 
execute them. She was a slave to a thousand fears that she 
could not define, and she was deluded by a thousand hopes 
that she could not control. She had not courage to avow her 
real motives, and she was willing to submit to any degradation 
in preference to an exposure of her desperate ccmdition. She 
had no ccmfidence but in change, and no hope but in the uncer- 
tainty of all that was doubtful in the future. She considered 
no compromise too dear that promised a temporary influence, 
and no expedient objectionable that postponed present liabilities 
to future contingencies. She was Kke a subject within the iron 
grasp of unrelenting disease : conscious of its dreadful and with- 
ering presence, and convinced that all remedies were terribfe, but 
reluctant to resort to the benefit of the one, or to submit to the 
crisis of the other. In her necessities and long-continued, sad 
practices, she had exhausted all the changes of escape which a 
kind Providence extends to its subjects of accountability, and 
she was made delirious by the startling conviction that she could 
perform no duty but at the expense of humiliation. Her 
pride had mastered her principle, and her want of principle 
had prostrated her power and comprcmiised her dignity. 
Mexico was indeed a subject of charity. And it is with sen- 
timents of profound satisfaction that we find she was so 
regarded by out government. 

We are not ignorant that (^posite views have been fre- 
quently and earnestly advanced against the temper and objects 
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of thk misBion, but we cannot withhold an expression of our 
amazement, that even partisans should permit themselves to 
be so blinded to the truth, and patriotic duty, as to be the will- 
ing instruments of deception in aiding to obscure what will in 
future time be regarded by the people of this country, and of 
ether countries, one of the Inrightest pages of our national 
history. The Hon. Daniel Webster, in a speech delivered 
in Philadelphia, 1846, said, that " Mexico was wholly unjusti- 
fiable in refusing to receive our minister." In dwelling upon 
Hob mission, it. is lu^ so much our object to prove Mexico 
ID the wrong, — which demands but few words to show, — as 
to exhibit the admirable spirit by which all the acts of our gov- 
ernment were dictated. The lesson is an instructive one. 

The proposition of our government was made in language 
that could not be mistaken. It was plain and directly to the 
point. The object was stated, the means for its accomplish- 
ment suggested. The communication oi the Secretary of state 
was before the govenmient of Mexico, and our consul, in his 
communieatioQ to the minister of foreign relations, quoted 
verbatim the entire proposition, afler having given it verbally. 
It was thrice repeated. The entire phraseology of the letter of 
Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Black shows but one purpose, and by no. 
rule 6f construction can that purpose be increcLsed or lessened. 
Past relations were referred to, and -asked to be restored — not 
in one thing, but in all things. An envoy to settle all disputes 
was proposed, and no allusion whatever was made to. any 
agency upon a special subject. To aiecomplish such an end, a 
minister of the bluest grade was requisite ; and if our govern- 
ment had done less by sending an agent of inferior jank, 
Mexkx) would indeed have had some cause of complaint 

Admitting for a moment that such was the understanding of 
the Mexican government, that we were to send a commissioner 
impowered to act upon one subject only, — this admission 
gives no relief to the position of the Mexican government 
whatever. It is a principle as clear in common sense and 
pditical eccttomy as it is in mathematics, that the greater 
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includes the lesser^ and if the leaser be stipulaled and th» 
greater given, the variation must be viewed as a courtesy or « 
gain. Who would repel it? Beverse the order, and who 
would not neject it ? This (ystinctkm is reduced to an axiamf 
and 3ret many affect to be ignorant of the principle in applica- 
^n. The efror is admirably illustrated by a mmple stcnry, 
quaintly tdd somewhere, by Lord Jeffirey. We give the sub- 
stance, but may not give the language of Ins lordship. 

A kind-hearted man had a lai^ cat and a small Idtten. He 
prepared a snug little house for them both, making a large 
door for the cat and a small door for the kitten, not dreaming, 
in lus simple phUoeophy, that the kitten, in its littleness, could 
fdlow &e cat, in her amplitude, with more ease than if confined 
to an opening of its own dimenmons, and that one door woidd 
have accommodated both ! 

We shall be excused, we doubt not, for introducing an ex- 
ample of such apparent insignificance to illustrate so grave a 
subject as the odq under consideration. 

Our government (^>ened with frankness its widest and largest 
door, and invited Mexico to enter, and with the spirit of con- 
dliaticm to negotiate and to adjust aQ difficulties. But Mexico, 
hesitating and retiring, says, ^ No ! our dignity requires that 
we should enter no place so large. Our position through such 
a door > might not be distinctly seen or understood. If you 
win close that large door, and open a small one, we will enter, 
but not otherwise.'^ They would not have proposed even this, 
if they had not known tfiat there was but one door in this case 
that could be opened,, and that, too, in a building where all 
their accounts were ^pt, and which they had no desire to see. 
They would prefer the smallest door in any other place, than 
the largest door in the right place. Their necessity was- made 
a ptea for digmty. 

That the reply of the Mexican minister was confined to a 

commissioner different m capacity to the one proposed by our 

government, is a matter of no consequence, inasmuch as no 

difference was proposed or recognized. The ptopooiiioQ was 

10 
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met, and no exceptions were made to it If a language was 
employed of a limited sense with a motive to ulterior advantage 
not expressed, we have only to lament another instance of 
dupHcity to be added to a catalogue already too long in the 
history of that nation. 

That the reception of our minister would be regarded as a 
restoration of all friendly relati(»is between the two countries, 
was a singular and gratuitous assumption. The very terms of 
the appointment of a minister implied negotiation and adjust- 
ment, as the means of restoration, — not restoration itself. Ckmld 
the effect precede the cause ? What nation would confound 
a treaty with the discUl9sion of a treaty ? Is a mimster less 
qualified to negotiate and adjust one question, because he is 
authorized to adjust all ? It is worse than idle to enlarge upon 
a distinction so puerile in itself, and so absurd in its applicafion. 
It would be too much deference to an act that cannot daim 
the paternity of an honest judgment Its authors made it 
with no honest purpose, and whoever attempts to defend the 
position, must do it at the expense of all rules of logic, and at 
the greater expense oT reputation in the use of the powers of 
moml and intellectual discernment. There is no merchant, 
however deficient in system, that would employ an agent to 
settle a single item of a disputed account, leaving all odiers 
still to be adjusted by other agents. Why should our govern- 
ment be asked to adopt a method of business with nations that 
mdividuals would reject as insulting, if proposed to be adopted 
by them in their most ordinary concerns ? 

A debtor unprepared to pay is averse to all appointments 
with creditors. He will not decline them, for this would be 
folly, as his own interest might suffer by an act that would cost 
him nothing ; but, if he can see his way clear to avoid them, 
he counts it a most happy privilege. It was so with Mexico. 
She wished to call our nation to an account for its acts with 
another power, but she did not desire to render any account 
of her own acts in relation to us. She stood in a forced posi- 
tion as plaintiff* in respect to Testes, but in other respects she 
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was a delinquent debtor to the United States, and an a^^;ressor 
to an extent Htmi was yet to be ascertained. She had no 
money, and no reliable means to command any. This was 
not the worst of her ccmdition. The very existence of her 
gOTemment was doubtful, and her prospect was any thing but 
flattering for the future. Lifted up by pride and ambition, tibe 
gilded the skeleton of her body, with a seeming ignorance that 
her poverty was seen only in the want of its flesh. As a na- 
tion, she had not the spirit to discuss the interests which she 
could not sustain ; and, as a bankrupt, she had no heart to sit 
upon the adjustment of accounts she could not pay. Nothing 
would avail her but integrity, and of this she had leas than of 
mlver and gdd. 

The Mexican minister was willing to express surprise that 
an envoy from the United States had arrived to soom ! ^ Who 
could it be I What could it mean P' Why did he not honestly 
express his fears, as he subsequently did, without this aflfecta- 
tion of ignorance, widiout a falsehood that he could not con- 
ceal ? If he had re-perused the letter of Mr. Buchanan, pro- 
posing to send a minister, he would have seen that the time 
was mentioned. It wss--^^^ immediately, V He was glad to 
see promptness in the withdrawal of our squadron, but it was 
unpleasant to him in any other respect His whole course was 
one of abject subserviency to prevailing circumstances. He 
had not the courage to keep a secret, in the fear that his fel- 
lows in office might promulgate it in advance at his expense. 
He must hold one language to the council, another to our 
minister, and yet another to the people. He was opposed to 
all measures that threatened the stability of his influence, and 
in favor of all that promised to sustain it The pride of con- 
sistency and truth was no part of his nature. He preferred 
success with disgrace to &iiure with honor. 

We grieve to be severe upon a man who does not appear to 
be c<Hiscious of his own degradation, but we caii hardly repress 
our feelings of indignation when we look at the examples of 
duplicity in Mr« Peila y Peila, in his letters, addressed at the 
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same time, upon the same subjects, but with confiictiog views, 
to Mr. Black, to Mr. Siideti, and to the council. It is proper 
that such acts should be pointed out and condemned, so that 
the inducements to- wroi^ may be lessened, and thCc incite- 
ments to right increased. We now come to another important 
question. 

WAS THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT JUST TO BSEXICO 
ON THE SUBJECT OF BOUNDARY. 

We have seen that our government was faithful und prompt 
in affording protection to Texas against foreign invasion ; we 
have contrasted the acts of favor of the United States with 
those of hostility on the part of Mexico ; and we now proceed 
to inquire whether the government of the United States, in 
striving to be just to Texas, has been just to Mexico, in regard 
to the boundary lines between the two countries. 

The boundaries of Texas were those secured by revolution. 
They were marked by the sword, and confirmed by possession. 
Her battles were fou^t by her own citizens, and with none 
but with the armies of Mexico. Kter victories were at the 
expense of Mexico -^strength measuring strength. Her inde- 
pendence was to the exclusion of Mexico, and self-established. 
Her government was organized, and endowed with vitality ; 
and Mexico lost all right there, by being unable to sustain it, 
and she lost all power within the limits of the State by with- 
drawing her forces. Texas stood acknowledged as one of 
the great family of nations. She had marked her own boun- 
dary lines ; and she had entire confidence in the justice of her 
claims to limits as they were defined in her statute-book. 

By the act of annexation, the question of boundary between 
Mexico and Texas was left an open one, to be decided by 
negotiation between the governments of Mexico and the United 
States. It was embraced in the instructions given to Mr. 
Slidell, but, as we have seen, it was not even considered. 

It became the first question with the government of Uie 
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United States, when asked lo give protection, — how hi it 
sbould be extoDded. 



HOW IS TEXAS BOUNDED? 

It was not a questibn within its own control, to be decided 
according to its own interests or views.* There were two 
parties to be consulted. Texas had her rights, and so bad 
Mexico. Texas made her claims, but Mexico disputed them. 
Mexico made no question with regard to boundary. Her claim 
was one of title and sovereignty.f The people of Texas were 
claimed to be the subjects of Mexico; and the territory of 
Texas a part of her natimial domain, undivided and indivisible. 
In this posture of affairs what course could be safely pursued 
by the United States ? Mexico claimed the whcde, and refused 
to negotiate. 

So far as the claim of Mexico was mvolved, the United 
States had decided it, by acknowledging the independence of 
Texas. Other nations had done the same. This question 
was indeed no longer open for discussion ; it had been settled. 
The supposed interest of Mexico remamed at issue, to be 
adjusted wiienever she was prepared to negotiate. The in- 
terest of Texas was defined in her own public acts, and she 
claimed her own rights as she had in her own sovereignty 
declared them. The government of the United States was 

* See Appendix Q. 

t la the letter of the Mexican commiiwioneni to Mr. Trist, when 
negotiating for a treaty of peace, September 6, 1847» they say, — 

** The existing war has been nndjertaken solely on account of the 
territc»ry of the State of Texas, respecting which the Korth Ameri- 
can R^^blic presents as its title the act oi the said State by which 
it was annexed to the North American confederation, after having 
proclaimed its independence of Mexico. The Mexican RepubUe 
ofS^ing (as we Ixare infmned your excellency) to consent, for a 
proper indemnification, to the pretensions of the government at 
Washington to the territory of Texas, the cause of the was has 
d^appeared, and the war itself ought to cease." 
10» 
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the adjusting power between the two parties. Mexico refused 
to speak, and the boundary of Texas, as claimed by her own 
government aijd people, was the only one offered. Our right 
to fix the boundary was only by negotiation with Mexico, and 
that was declmed. The government of the United States, 
therefore, had no alternative, but to defend the territory of 
Texas as claimed by her government* 

But another question arose, and it has received much attention. 
It was one of supposition. It was asked, " Suppose Mexico were 
to give up Texas, and acknowledge her independence, to what 
boundary would she give her assent ? " Whatever may have 
been our opinions upon this question, nothing was more certain 
than that we had no authc^ty to decide it. It was not for us to 
assume a position for Mexico which her government had posi- 
tively disclaimed. We had no right to sit in judgment upon a 
boundary question in which her interest was involved without 
her consent. Mexico cannot have the privilege of two posi- 
tions in respect to the same interest. She must stand as claim- 
ing all Texas, or a part of Texas, but she must make her elec- 
tion which. She did, indeed, make her election, but her 
friends made a different one.f We insist that she shall speak 
for herself. No party has a right to speak for her, when her 

* "Well, then, were the United States at liberty to surrender a 
pcniion of that territory ? "Why, that would have been a flagrant 
violation of the implied contract which the j6int resolutions of Con- 
gress had completed. Could the president of the United States 
take upon himself the responsibility of such an assumption as that 
Texas, after becoming one of the United States, had ceased to have 
her limits up to the Bio Grande ? He could not. And if he could 
not surrender any part of that territory, how could it be that this was 
the president's war ? " — Mr. Soule'a Speecht U, S, Senate, Fdrruary, 1847. 

t That Congress was reaUy in fisivor of the advance of General Tay- ' 
lor to the Bio Grande, may be inferred from the votes of that body 
on the amendments offered by Mr. Holmes and by Mr. Delano. 
These were intended to be acts of censure or disapproved of the goyem- 
ment in taking possession of territory beyond the Nueces. The former 
was rejected by a vote of 122 to 8 ; the latter by a vote of 97 to 27. 
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own acts hare become a part of history.* If she clauns all, 
as was the case, then the act on the part of the United States 
in sending troops to the* Rio Grande was no more an act of 
hostility than if they had been sent to Galveston. The ques- 
tion to be decided by the United States was, so far as Mexico 
was concerned, whether troops should be sent to any part of 
Texas — not to what parts, for the same question was involved 
in regard to every part It was impossible to conform to the 
reqiiisition of Mexico, for it would have been in ccmtradiction 
to our own acts, and to those of other countries with respect to 
Texas. It then remained that we should defend the boundary 
of Texas, and be true to that until we should have evidence 
that a different one was required by justice ; and hence it was 
left an open question by the act of annexation. 

No other position was tenable for Mexico. If she had 
adopted a policy for herself, similar to the oi^ which her afiect- 
ed friends have defended on her account, our government 
doubtless would have received a communication from Mexico, 
through Mr. Slidell, or Mr. Buchanan, something like the 
following : — 

" If we show that we can recover Texas, as we have sworn 
to try, then the United States have committed hostilities by 
marching troops into the first rod of that country. But, if we 
cannot recover Texas, then you have committed hostilities by 
marching troops to the Rio Grande ; for, if we cannot get all 
Texas, we shall claim a part, as if no revolution had taken 
place, and we had only to fix a friendly boundary. If, how- 
ever, Texas succeeds in defending the soil to the Rio Grande 
against us, then you hav§ committed no acts of hostility at all. 

" What you do will be judged of entirely by what we are 
able to do. As our military power is not great, we think it 
would be a|[i act of magnanimity on the part of the United 
States to permit us to continue hostilities if successful ; but if 
unsuccessful, to aHow us to close all differences in a friendly 
way, as if no war had existed.'* 

♦ See Appendix R. 
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This is a literal statement of the positions in which some of 
the friends g£ Mexico have placed her. Even Mexico would 
not consider itself much honored by such absurdity. 

But, as much argument has been based upon suppo»ti<m in 
the controversy, we are ready to meet the question, 

HAS T£XAS A JUST CLAIM TO BiAKE THE RIO GRANDE 

her boundary, by virtue of her revolution ? This boundary 
has always been claimed by Texas, according to settled prin- 
ciples of international law ; and, until Mexico can prove to the 
contrary, the United States are pledged to hold it sacred. 

We have made a quotation from a speech of the Hon. 
T, J. Rusk, U. S. senator from Texas,* which briefly and 
clearly gives evidence that the claim of Texas is a just 
one. There have been some able speeches upon this subject, 
made by members of Congress, and if we do not quote from 
them, it is because our limits forbid it. General Rusk was 
distinguished in the revolution of Texas, and he speaks from 
personal knowledge. Besides, there is a candor and simplicity 
in his remarks, which incline us to a feeling of confidence in 
his statements. 

The same power which made Texas free and independent 
of Mexico, claimed the Rio Grande as the boundary.f If 
the power was equal to title and sovereignty, was it not equal 
to a declaration of its boundary, admitting that she had no 

* See Appendix S. 

t Ib an article upon Texas, published in Uie Ciftcinnatl Gazette, 
November, 1829, a writer, who professes a practical acquaintance 
with his subject, says, — 

** The term Texas is usually understood to designate the whole 
tract of country lying between the south-western boundary of the 
United States and the Eiver Bio Orande, alias, the Bio Braro dd 
Norte." 

Mr. Ward, once British charg6 d'affaires in Mexico, in his work, on 
Mexico, says, " It is now seven^years since the design of appropri- 
ating to themselves the fertile province, (Texas,) and thus extend- 
ing their frontier to the Bio Bravo del Norte, was first attributed to 
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odier claim ? When the independence of Texas was acknowl- 
edged by the United States and by other nations, she had 
declared her boundary ; and if thb had been considered an 
elem^it as absolutely inconsistent with her claims to sov- 
ereignty, if it had been viewed as a gross infringement upon 
the righto of Mexico according to the laws of nations, it should 
have been noticed by these nations as a bar to their acknowl- 
edgment* 

the United States," ftc. HusworiL was notioed by the Katicmal 
InteUigencer, October 21, 1829. under the following head : ** Pros- 
pect of the annexation of Texa» to the United StateeJ* 

In an article published in the New York Courier and Inquirer, 
NoTember 8, 1834, on the boundary of Texas, in case of annexation, 
the writer says, *< What that boundary will ultimately be, it is impos- 
sible to say ; but it is so obviously the interest, both of Mexico and 
the United States, to make the Bio Qrande the dividing line, that 
we do not doubt, sooner or later, that riyer will be fixed upon by the 
two g^yemments." 

We gire these extracts mainly for the purpose of lowing the 
popular sentiment in regard to the boundary of Texas long before it 
became a party queetion, 

* This principle was recognized by the British govemment, in 
regard to a different boundary, when called upon to ^acknowledge the 
independence of "Texas.. ** While the Texan commissioner at the 
court of St. James was negotiating the acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendence of his country by England, Lord Palmerston called the 
attention of General Henderson, the Texan minister, to the extraor- 
dmary claim set up by the president of Texas, and objected to go oli 
with the negotiation, lest the acknowledgment of the country might 
be construed to sanction its asserted claim to Northern Mexico and 
California. The commissioner replied, that he had no authority to 
commit his government on the question of boujidary. Nevertheless, 
the independence of Texas was then acknowledged by the British 
government, and with full knowledge and admission by them of Presi- 
dent Lamar's claim. General Lamar, in his first message as president 
of the Republic of f <^xas, claimed all the country lying west of Texas 
to the Pacific.*' ~ OiUigm*^ Mexico^ p. 388. If Lord Palmerston had 
foreseen the event of annexation, the independence of Texas, most 
likely, would not have been acknowledged by England at that time. 
See Appendix T. 
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The formal recognition of a new government is an important 
act, and involves important principles. These principles are 
entirely national in their character, and relate to the well-being 
of nations as such. Ephemeral governments would be national 
evils ; and governments of outrage would be national wrongs. 
Although one nation cannot determine for another nation its 
form of government, nor direct its foreign or internal policy, 
still, it has a right to require conformity to certain great prin- 
ciples of justice which make up the common law of nations. 
It may not be the right of a nation to demand such conformity 
of another, except when called upon to grant an act of recog- 
nition. This recognition should always be on the side of jus- 
tice and humanity — not according to the views of one nation, 
but of all nations that come within the sphere of civilization. 

The IMited States had agreed to take the title of Texas to 
sovereignty, and if this does not embrace rights as to its own 
boundary, it is inconsistent with itself. 

But with the spirit of equity let us examine 

THE TREATY OF SANTA ANNA,* 

which gives the Rio Grande as the true boundary between the 
two nations. 

This is said to be no treaty, because it was not ratified by 
the government of Mexico. In this respect it would be 
defective as a treaty between two nations, if made under ordi- 
nary circumstances. The circumstances in this case, how- 
ever, were peculiar and extraordinary. 

1. Mexico was governed at that time by a military dictator, 
and he was, ex officio^ commander-in-chief of the Mexican 
army. 

2. Under his command the^ army invaded Texas; was 
defeated and captured. 

3. Santa Anna, as commander-in-chief of the Mexican 
army, was a prisoner of war ; but as dictator of Mexico, he 

♦ See Appendix G. 



THE TREATY OF SAKTA ANNA. 119 

fully reiNresented the treaty-making power of his own govern- 
meat, — he was, in fact, the government* 

4. He proposed and urged a treaty, agreeing to all the stip- 
ulations required by Texas, and it was executed by himself as 
president of Mexico and by the chief officers of his army, — 
the second in command, Filisola, at the head of five or six 
thousand men, being at liberty to act his pleasure, to confirm 
the act of his commander or to reject it He confirmed it, 
and the army and its officers were liberated. 

5. The president solemnly pledged himself to use his influ- 
ence with his government to ratify the treaty ; but he violated 
his promises, and by his government it Was denounced and 
proclaimed as void, because, as was falsely alleged, it was 
extorted from their president while prisoner of war.t 

On the part of Texas, all the stipulations of the treaty were 
honorably fulfilled. The lives of the prisoners were saved, and 

* Vattel says, ** The same power who has the right of making 
war, of determining on it^ of declarmg it, and of directing its oper- 
ations, has naturally that likewise of m&king and ooncluding a treaty 
of peace." 

t In his despatch to the govemment Jod interim^ dated June 10, 
1836, General Filisola, who was never a prisoner, says, — 

« His excellency, (Santa Anna,) in my humble opinion, in the trea- 
ties agreed upon, and that I had the honor to send to your excellency, 
acted with entire liberty, and nothing more in view than the interest 
of his country." 

Santa Anna, in hia letter of July 4, 1836, says, — 

<* When I offered to treat with this government, (Texas,) I was 
conyinced that it was useless for Mexico to continue the war. I 
hare acquired exact information respecting the country, which I did 
not possess four months ago. I have too much zeal for the interests 
of my country to wish for any thing which is not compatible with 
them. Being always ready to sacrifice myself for its glory and ad- 
vantage, I never would have heatated to subject myself to torments 
of death, rather than consent to any compromise, if Mexico could 
thereby obtain the slightest benefit. I am firmly conyinced that it 
is proper to terminate this question by political negotiation." 

See the very able speech of Senator Johnson, (H. V.,) deKvored in 
the U. S. Senate, January, 1848. 
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their persons liberated. All property taken was returned, and 
the Mexican army, unmolested, marched with its ejects be- 
yond the Rio Grande. 

The end of law is justice between men, and between nations. 
The rights of nations are defined by law or by treaty. Both law , 
and treaty are sustained by power. The law of the strongest 
is executed. Our views as to what constitutes the strength of 
a nation the reader will find in other chapters of this work. 
The object of treaties is to supersede the frequent exercise of 
power in the adjustment of undefined rights, by emlnraokig 
conditions applicable to tiie positfvB and probable wants and 
interests of ihe high contracting parties. 

As the pieace of nations b preserved or disturbed aceording 
to the good or bad faith in which treaties are observed, they 
cannot be too solemnly regarded. Attempted fraud in a treaty 
should be met witii universal reprobation. Its condemnation 
and consequent penalties should be commensurate with the 
great evils which it is calculated to produce, if successful. It 
would be a dangerous incitement to lessen the serious impor- 
tance of national compacts. Such compcu^ts should be held 
as sacred as the flag of truce^ not to be counterfeited or 
violated with impunity. 

In this case, a counterfeit treaty was attempted by the presi- 
dent of Mexico and imposed upon Texas. It was honorable on 
the part of Texas, false on the part of Mexico. 

If Mexico deemed it just to renounce the treaty, her power 
• should have reached the treason that sanctioned it. Its authors 
should have been tried as traitors, or returned to the confine- 
ment from which its conditions had freed them. The army 
of Mexico should have been marched back to Texas, to be re- 
surrendered to those who had been made the subjects of the 
treachery. It is a safer precedent to sanction such a treaty, 
under the circumstances, than to sanction its violation in the 
principal officers of the nation. It would indeed be a precedent 
oi the most dangerous tendency. 

If Mexico rejected the acts of her president, which involved 
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the safety of her army, there is no good reason why it should 
be done at the expense of Texas. 

It was eminently a treaty on the side of humanity. Mexico 
had murdered, by the orders of her government, the soldiers 
of Texas who had surrendered as prisoners of war ; and what 
Would have been the measure of retaliation in this case, it is 
difficult to say. It unquestionably prevented much bloodshed 
and suffering. It may have saved the Mexican army and the 
chief magistrate of the Mexican nation from slau^ter ; and 
shall it now be tolerated, either in theory or practice, that Mex- 
ico may gather her strength to massacre the Texans, at whose 
hands they were permitted to live ? Shall Texas surrender 
the only considerations which Mexico gave, and which would 
have been ratified by the Mexican government, if Santa Anna 
and his troq>s had been held as securities ? or if Santa Anna 
and his officers had demanded it as necessary to their honor 
and integrity ? Never. To admit such a principle is against 
the best good of civilized nations ; to sanction it, an outrage 
upon hunmnity. 

If Mexico was false to the treaty, Texas could be true to 
herself. The same pow^r that compelled terms was able to 
defend them.* The same power that humbled Santa Anna 
was able to punish his perfidy. ' Texas had her boundary lines 
marked by the best blood of her citizens, and her energy was 
equal to her wants in the defence of her rights against 
Mexico. 

Let us examine how this subject was viewed by the govern- 
ment of the United States. It is with the sentiment of proud 

♦ Mr. Pillsbury, member of U. S. CongreAs, 1847, and long a resi- 
dent of Texas, in a speech before the house, says, — 

** That all attempts at maintaining Mexican posts east of the Kio 
Qrande had been frustrated by the Texans, and the Mexicans driven 
west of the Rio Orande. No Mexican forces could maintain them- 
selyes, as was frequently attempted ; allXezas would have rflshed to 
arms to drive them back.*' 

See the excellent speech of the Hon. Mr. Norris, delivered before 
the house in February, 1847. 
11 
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satisfection that we find our government, in respect to this 
matter, consistent from the beginning. Right at first, and 
right to the last. The boundary of Texas was taken as de- 
clared by that nation, and protected accordingly. Nothing 
eke was proposed, nothing else would have been approved, by 
Texas. When annexation had been accomplished, orders were 
given amply to meet the case. Our government had no dis- 
cretion to exercise. Its duty hsul been mailed by lines that 
could not be erased or altered, — it was imperative. Where 
but to the frontiers of a country should troops be ordered to 
protect its territory and to repel an invasion ? Should posses- 
sion be given that it might be regained ? Should outrages be 
permitled that they might be avenged ? Should life be ex- 
posed that it might realize the privileges of escape ? Should 
advantages be allowed to be seized that might compromise our 
rights ? Should our general government- assume to act for 
Texas, and to disregard her sovereignty by recognizing new 
boundaries ? No such poKcy was conceived. No such policy 
was executed. No such policy would have been sustained %by 
the people of our country.* Let us examine the record, and 
see what were 



THE PRECAUTIONARY ACTS OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERN- 
MENT. 

The president of the United States, in bis message of Decem- 
ber, 1845, says, — 

"The moment the terms of » annexation offered by the 
United States were accepted by Texas, the latter became so 
far a part of our country, as to make it our duty to afford such 

* We are happy to find that these positions are ably sustained by 
a distingmshed jurist of the U. S. Senate, the Hon. Reverdy Johnson, 
of' Mary^d. In some of his exceptions to the defence of the admin- 
istration, however, as corollaries from his own premise, we have 
a striking example of how a logician may be lost in the politician. 
His truths master hiB poHtics. 
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protection and defenee,^^ (against invasion.) *"*• I therefore 
deemed it prop^, as a precautionary measure, to order a e(Uxmg 
squadron to the coasts «f Mexico, and to concentrate a suffi- 
cient military force on the western frontier of Texas. Our 
army was ordered to take position in the country between the 
Nueces and the Bio del Norte, and to repel any invasion of 
the Texan territory which might be attempted by the Mexican 
forces." 

OCCITFATIO^ ON THE SIO GRANDE AITVISED BT ME. DONEl^ON. 
Mr, Doneh^n to Mr, BueAanan, May 11, 1846. 

^ It may be considered as csertain the Congress of Texas, 
soon after the a^mblage of the 16th of June, will accept our 
proposals, and call a convention for the purpose of carrying 
them into efiect. Of course, if war be declared a^inst us, 
Texas will be its theatre, and tlie earlier we are in possession 
of the commanding points on the Rio Grande, the sooner we 
shall be able to bring it to a close." 

TROOFS EEQT7ESTED POE THE PROTECTION OP TEXAS. 

Mir. DonOtm to Mr, Buchanan^ May 24, 1845. 

^^ As soon as the Texan government' accepts our proposals, 
it will be proper, in compliance with the request already com- 
municated to you, to send our troops to the frontier." 

SOLICITUDE OF TEXAS WITH REGARD TO MEA^S OF DEFENCE. 
Mr. AUen to Mr, Dondtm, May 19, 1845. 

"The undersigned deems it his duty respectfully to 
inquire of Mr. Donelson, whether, under such circumstances, 
(of threatened invasion,) calculated to excite the reasonable 
apprehensions of the people of Texas, and especially to dis- 
turb the tranquillity of the settlements along her western fron- 
tiers, it would not be alike proper and consistent for the United 
States to extend its protection to this people." 
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DEFENCE OF TEXAS ORDERED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

Secretary of War to General Taylor, May 28, 1846. 

" Should the territories of Texas be invaded by a foreign 
power, and you shall receive certain intelligence through her 
functionaries of the fact, after her convention shall have 
acceded to the terms of annexation contained in the resolu- 
tion of the Congress of the United States, you will at once 
employ, in the most effective manner your judgment may 
dictate, the forces under your command, for the defence of 
these territories, and to expel the invaders." 

Here was an order to Greneral Taylor " to expel the tit»a- 
d«r»," if notified to do so by the '•^^ functionaries " of Texasv 
We need not add, that if the Mexican troops had crossed the 
Rio Grrande, the notice would have been given, and General 
Taylor would have executed. the order. 

POSTS SUGGESTED ON THE RIO GRANDE. 
Mr, DoneUon to Mr, Buchanan^ June 2, . IS45, 

" It is believed that Mexico is concentrating troops on the 
Rio Grande, where Texas has as yet established no posts. If 
this be so, it is possible that Texas may send a force there to 
remove intruders. But such a movement, if made,, will be 
independent of the United States." 

This shows the determination of Texas, that she was unwil- 
ling to leave her boundary unprotected, if threatened, even for 
a few days^ or until the act of annexation should be accom- 
plished. 

THE RIO GRANDE RECOGNIZED AS THE BOUNDARY OF TEXAS. 

Mr, Bancroft, acting Secretary of War, to General Taylort 
June 15, 1845. 

^^The point of your ultimate destination is the western 
frontier of Texas, where you will select and occupy, on or 
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near the Rio Grande del Norte, such a site as will consist 
with the health of the troops, and will be best adapted to repel 
invasion, and to protect, in the event of annexation, what will 
be our western border." 

Mr. Donebon to Captain Stockton, June 22, 1845. 

'^Your cooperadon with our land troops I should think 
sufficient, (in case of war with Mexico,) without much aid 
from Texas herself, to drive the Mexican arms west of the 
Rio Grande." 

THE RIO GRANDE QUESTION ANTICIPATED. 
Mr. Donebon to Mr. Buchanan, June 23, 1845. 

^' It is the policy of those who are on the side of Mexico in 
the present crisis to throw upon the United States the respon- 
sibility of a war for the country between the Nueces and the 
Rio Grande. Hiat territory, you are aware, has been in 
possession of both parties." 

Regarding this point, in a letter to Mr. Buchanan, dated 
July 11, 1845, Mr. Donelson says, -— 

'^ Texas has at pleasure taken possession of her posts there, 
and has only suspended jurisdiction because it was inconve- 
nient to maintain it, and because she knew that in a short 
period her resumption of it would be acquiesced in by the 
inhabitants, if they were assured of protection." 

POSTS ON THE iUO GRANDE ADVISED BT TEXAS. 

Mr. ABen to Mr. Doneiton, June 26, 1845. > 

^^The unders^ned would suggest to Mr. Donelson the 
propriety and necessity of an immediate introduction of tihe, 
troops referred to, (U. S.,) and that they proceed at once to 
occupy positions upon the Rio Grande, and at other points of 
the frontier, without waiting for the emotion of the convention 
relative to Uie measure of annexation." 
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FRITDSNTIAL SUGGESTIONS WITH REGARD TO THE USE OF FORCE. 

Mr, DoneUon to 3fy, Btichandn, July 6, 1845. 

"You are already advised of my -letter to General Taylor 
of the 28th ul^o, ia which I leave the question of marching 
to the Rio Grande to be decided by developments yet to be 
made. If Mexico passes that stream, menacing Texas, or 
otherwise threatening to disturb the territory of Texas, as it 
stood wheh our joint resolution passed, our right to repel her 
commences, and we may force her to retire west of the Rio 
Grande," 

Mr. Donelaon to General Taylor^ July 7» 1845. 

"In this event (of war) a bold movement on the Rio 
Grande would be justified as the one best calculated to give 
general security to the frontier of Texas, and take from the 
enemy his power to injure us." 

r 

IF FEACE MEASURES FAIL, WAR JUSTIFIABLE. 

Mr, Donelaon to Mr. Biwhanan^ July 11, 1845. 

"If Mexico undertakes the invasion, ^., TexsB would 
have the immediate right, and so will the United States^ to 
repel the invasion T and in doii^ so, Mexico may be disarmed 
by the occupation of the Rio Grande by our. troops," &c. 

ENTIRE PROTECTION TO TEXAS ENFORCED BY THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMEIKT. 

Secretary of War to GenertU Taylor, JMy 30, 1845. 

"While avoiding, as you have been instructed to do, all 
aggressive measures towards Mexico, as long as the relations 
<^ peace exist between that Republic and the United States, 
you are expected to occupy^ protect, and defend the territory 
of Texas to the extent that it has been occupied by the people 
of Texas. The Rio Grande is claimed to be the boundary 
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between the two countries, and up to this bouodarj yoa are to 
extend your protecticm,^ &c. 

r 
MEXICANS TO BE DRIVEN BEYOND THE RIO GRANDE IN CASK 

OF INVASION. 
Mr. DofuUon to Mr. AOm, AuffuH 5, 1846. 

*' If, however, contrary to present appearances, this invasion 
should be made by a larger force than would be prudent for 
the present United States troops to repel alone^ the undersigned 
doubts not that the patriotism of the president of Texas will 
call into the field such additional aid from the Texas militia as 
will at once drive the Mexicans beyond the Rio Grande, and 
give security to the frontier.^' 

FRONTIER POSTS TO BE ESTABLISHED BT OENEEAL TAYLOR, 
AIDED BY TEXAS. 
Oeneral Taylor to Anton Jonet, Pretident of Text, AuguU 16, lS4d. 

•' When our relations with Mexico, and the state of the ser- 
vice in this quarter, shall permit my absence, I will take great 
pleasure in proceeding to the seat of government, and confer- 
ring with you personally in relation to the proper dispositions to 
be made for the permanent occupation of the frontier.'* 

VIOTLANCE OF GENERAL TAYLOR IN PROTECTING THE BOUND- 
ARY TO THE RIO GRANDE. 
Otnoral Tt^flor to Atgutant- General Jonot^ AuguH 20, 1845. 

** I Still deem it my duty to look to the possibility of such an 
event, (crossing of the Rfo Grande by the Mexican troops,) and 
to prepare for a f<»rward movement, should circumstances 
require it." 

CROSSING OF THE RIO GRAND^ BY THE MEXICANS TO BE 

CONSIDERED AS THE COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTILITIES. 

Secretary of War to General Taylor, Augutt 23, 1845. 

"Should Mexico declare war, or commence hostilities by 
crossing the Rio Grande with a considerable force, you are 
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instructed to lose no time in giving informaticm to the authorities 
of each or any of the above-mentioned States, as to the num- 
ber of volunteers you may want from them respectively." 

♦ ♦ • *' Such a movement (crossing the Rio Grande by 
the Mexicans) must be regarded as an invasion of the United 
States, and the commencement of hostilities." 

In a letter from Adjutant-General Jones to General Taylor, 
dated August 26, 1845, he requests him to " keep the depart- 
ment advised of the state of the service on-the Texan frontiers." 
An inspection of Greneral Taylor's letters subsequent to this 
order will show how strictly he conformed to its requisitions. 
In almost every letter before the commencement of hostilities, 
he speaks of news, or the want of news, from the Rio 
Grande. 

SOUCJTUDE OF THE U. S. GOVERNMENT THAT TEXAS SHOULD 

B£ PROTECTED TO THE RIO GRANDE. 

Searetary of War io QmercU Tayhr, August 30, 1846. 

*' Instructions heretofore issued enjoin upon you to defend 
Texas from invasion and Indian hostilities ; and, should Mex- 
ico invade it, you will employ all your forces to repulse the 
invaders, and drive all Mexican troops beyond the Rio Grande." 

* • ♦ " An attempt to cross that river (Rio Graade) with 
such a (large) force will also be considered in the same 
light," (as the commencement of hostilities.) 

NO BOUNDARY THOUGHT OF BY GENERAL TAYLOR BUT THE RIO 

GRANDE. 

Generai Taylor to A^^futant- General Jonet, September 14, 1846. 

" The commander of the rangers at San Antonio, Major 
Hays, has reputation as a partisan, and to him I have specially 
intrusted the duty of keeping me advised of any movements 
on the Rio Grande." 
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LETTER OF ADVICE OF GENERAL TATLOR TO ADVANCE TO THE 

RIO GRANDE. 

General Taylor to A^futant-GeneralJonet, October 4, 1845. 

'^ It is with great deference that I make any su^estioiis on 
topics which may hecome matter of delicate negotiation; 
but if our government, in settling the question of boundary, 
makes the line of the Rio Grande an ultimatum, I cannot 
doubt that the settlement will be greatly facilitated and has- 
tened by our taking possession at once of one or two suitable 
points on or quite near that river. Our strength and state of 
preparations should be displayed in a manner not to be mis- 
taken. However salutary may be the effect upon the border 
people by our presence here, we are too far from the frontier 
to impress the government of Mexico with our readiness to 
vindicate, by force of arms if necessary, our titie to the coun- 
try as far as the Rio Grande.'* 

This advice of Greneral Taylor proceeded from no new 
manifestations on the part of Mexico, for, in the same letter he 
says, that Mexico had committed " no overt net of hostilities ;" 
and that he " does not conceive that it will hecome necessary , 
Under any circumstances^ to call for volunteers from the United 
States^ Indications, indeed, appeared to be favorable to 
peace, but peace without promptitude. Although the advice 
was characterized by good judgment, and was in confirmation 
of its own views, still, the government was slow to adopt it. 
It was made in ignorance of the mission of Mr. Slidell, and 
wholly^ with the view to move the government of Mexico to 
prompt and decisive action. It is certainly not a little remark- 
able, that, when it was adopted by the government of the 
United States, — more than three months afterwards, — it was 
adopted with similar motives. 

" On the 5th of November, Greneral Taylor received a let- 
ter from Commodore Conner, from which we make the follow- 
ing extract. It was dated, off Vera Cruz, October 24, 1845. 

^^ I hasten to inform you that the Mexican government has 
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accepted the proposal made by that of our country, to arrange 
die existing difficulties by negotiation.^ I deem it advisable you 
should be thus early apprised of this change in the state of our 
relations.'' 

This information, communicated by Ciwnmodore Conner, led 
General Taylor very properly to make what might be termed, 
not a 4nodifiQation, but a suggestive modification^ of his advice^ 
under date of October 4 ; that is, he submitted his views, to be 
qualified as circumstances might require. He was evidently of 
the opinion, however, that a forward march movement was the 
true one, as. promising the best results ; still, he was willing to 
wait, PROVIDED Mexico did not show a disposition to protract 
negotiations unreasoneMj^ That he had but little confidence in 
negotiation, and that he was looking to the execution of future 
duties. to Texas, may be inferred frona the whole language of 
hid modification, and from the fact which he reports in the 
same letter, " thai reconnoisances are almost constantly in tha 
Jkld^"* and, as he says in his previous letter, (October 4,) in 
the direction of the Eio Grande. 

The good sense of General Taylor with regard to.positicm was 
in perfect harmony with the views of his government. Our 
rights were to be protected with firmness,. but with all possible 
delicacy towards a weaker Republic. General Taylor was 
not only in fiivor of prompt action, hut he advised and expected 
it. In the letter which we are noticbg, (November 7,) he 
says, " On the hypothesis of an early adjustment of the boun- 
dary, ?ind the consequent establishment of permanent frontier 
posts, I cannot urge too strongly upon the government the 
necessity of occupying those posts before the vrarm weather 
shall set in." 

The modification of his letter of Octdber 4, is given in the 
following extract : — 

" The intelligetice from Mexico, however,^ tends ta modify, 
in some degree, the views es^ressed in that communication. 
The position now occupied by ^ troops may, pertiaps, be the 
best .while negotiations are pending, or, at any rate, until a 
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disposition shall be manifested by Mexico to protract them un- 
it3adonably. Under the supposition that such may be the view 
of the cbpartmei^ I shall make no movement from this point, 
except for the purpose of examining the country, until further 
instructions are received/' 

Frequent allusions have been made to these letters for party 
purposes, as if harmony was an evidence of discord. Coin- 
cidence of opinion, not ^ of contrariety, » evidence of good 
judgment It must be gratifying both to General Taylor and to 
the government, that, in a policy which has been so much 
questioned from party motives, there was unanimity of qiinion 
and harmony of action. Both acted from similar motives, and 
both were right 
t 

DISCBETIONART POWER GIVEN TO GENERAL TAYLOR BT HIS 

GOVERNMENT. 

Secretarjf (/ Wor to Gamrtd Tai^hr^ Octob§r 16» 1846. 

^' The infbrmaticm which we have here renders it probaUe 
that no serious attempts will at present be made by Mexico to 
invade Texas, ahhou^ she continues to threaten incursions. 
Previous instructions will have put you in possession of the 
views of the government of the United States, not only as to 
the extent of its territorial claims, >but of its determination to 
assert them. In carrying out these instructions, you will be 
left very much to your own judgment, by reason of your supe- 
not knowledge of localities, and the easiier notice you may 
receive of the probable views of Mexico and the movement 
of her tft)ops." 

The letter of Mr. Slidell, of December 17, to Mr. Buchanan, 
was received at the state department on the 12th of January. 
This letter furnished so much evidence of a disposition to 
trifle, on the part of Mexico, and, taken in connection with 
views previously adopted and the advice of General Taylor, 
determined the government of the United States upon decisive 
measures^ and die following otder was given. 
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GENERAL TAYLOR ORDERED TO ADVANCE TO THE RIO GRANDE. 
Secretary of War to General Tctylor, January 13, 1846. 

" I am directed by the president to instruct you to advance 
and occupy, with the troops under your command, positions on 
or near the east bank of the Rio del Norte, as soon as it can 
be conveniently done with reference to the seas(m and the 
routes by which your movements must be made. 

" It is not designed, in our present relation with Mexico, 
that you should treat her as an enemy." 

Nothing but the spirit of peace and of courtesy prevented 
this movement before. Without any regard to boundary ques- 
tions, our government , was very reluctant to sanction any 
military movements, not absolutely necessary, which might 
excite Mexico to commit further acts of imprudence. In the 
letter of the secretary of state to Mr. Slidell, under date of 
January 20, this order is alluded to, and its necessity explained. 
We recommend to the reader a perusal of the entire letter. 
Mr. Buchanan says, — 

^^ In the mean time, the president, in anticipation of the 0nal 
refusal of the Mexican government to receive you, has ordered 
the army of Texas to advance and take position on the left 
bank of the Rio Grande ; and has directed that a strong fleet 
shall be immediately assembled in the Gulf of Mexico, He 
will thus be prepared to act with vigor and p)x>mptitude the 
moment that CJongress shall give him the authority." 



OPINION OF GENERAL TAYLOR, COMMENDING THE ORDER OF 
JANUARY 13. 

In regard to this order, under date of February 4, 1846, 
General Taylor says, — 

" Our advance to the Rio Grande will itself produce a pow- 
erful effect, and it may be that the common navigaticm of the 
river will not be disputed. It is very important to us, and will 
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be indispensable wben poets are established hi^ier up, ai wmui 
uUimately he the case^ 

OPINION OF MR. 8LIDELL, CdMHSNDINO THB ORDBB OP 
JANTTART 13. 

In a letter to the secretary, of state, dated February 17, 
1846, Mr. Slidell says, — 

" The advance of Greneral Taylor's force to the left bank 
of the Rio del Norte, and the strengthening of our force in the 
Gulf, are wise measures, which may exercise a salutary influ- 
ence upon the course of ^lis government '^ 

It would be presumption in us formally to sanction an act 
which needs no defence not to be found in its own history. 
This order was originated in no new policy ; it had been long 
deferred, and it was now considered judicious and necessary 
by all who had the best means of knowing the exact rclations 
between the two countries. 

GENERAL TATLOR ANTICIPATES NO RESISTANCE IN HIS 

ADVANCE. 

General Taylor to A^ljuUvta-Oeneral Jonea, Feb, 16, 1846. 

" From the best information I am able to obtain, and which 
I deem' as authentic as any, I do not believe that our advance 
to the banks of the Rio Grande will be resisted. The army, 
however, will go fully prepared for a state of hostilities, should 
they unfortunately be provoked by the Mexicans.'* 

RIO GRANDE NOT TO BE CROSSED BT AMERICAN TROOPS UNLESS 
ATTACKED. 

Gen. Taylor to A^jtUani-Generdl Jonee, *Corpu8 Chrieti, Feb. 26, 1846. 

" I have taken occasion to represent to some citizens of 
Matamoras, who were here with a large number of mules for 
sale, and who are represented to have considerable influ- 
ence at home, that the United States government^ in occupy- 
ing the Rio Grande, has no motive of hostility towards Mexico, 
12 
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and that the army wUl, in no <;a8e, go heyond the river, unless 
hostilities should be commenced by the Mexicans them- 
selres," &c. 

DECIDED HOSTILITY ON THE PAST OF THE MEXICANS. 
Oen. Taylor to A4juMnt'09n«r<U Jonet, Point Itabel, March 25, 1846. 

In this despatch, Greneral Taylor says, that there were no 
incidents in the march of the army to Point Isabel worthy of 
notice, unless the following examples may be regarded as the 
first evidence of open hostility. He says, — 

^^ While on my way hither, our column was approached 4>y 
a party on its right flank, bearing a white flag. It proved to 
be a civil deputation from Mafamoras, desiring an interview 
with me. I informed them that I would halt at the first suita- 
ble place on the road, and afiird them the desired interview. 
h was, however, found necessary, from the want of ivater, to 
continue the route to this place. The deputation halted while 
some miles from Point Isabel, declining to come further, and 
sent me a formal protest of the prefect of the northern district 
of Tamaulipas, against our occupation of the country, which 
I enclose herewith. At this moment, it was discovered diat 
the buildings at Point Isabel were in flames. I then informed 
the bearer of the protest that I would answer it when opposite 
Matamoras, and dismissed the deputation. I considered the 
conflagration before my eyes as a decided evidence of hos- 
tility, and was not willing to be trifled with any longer, partic- 
ularly as I had reason to believe that the prefect, in making 
this protest, was but a tool of the military authorities at 
Matamoras." 

OCCXrPATION OF THE LEFT BANK OF THE KIO GBANDE. 
General Taylor to Adjutant- General Jones, March 29, 1846. 
" I have the honor to report, that I arrived at this camp yes- 
terday, with. forces under my command^ no resistance hav- 
ing been oflered to my advance to the banks of the rive^, nor 
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act of hostility committed by the Mexicoos, except the capture 
of two of our dragoons, sent forward from the advanced 
guard.^ • • • 

*^ Our approach seems to liare created much excitement in 
Mataoioras, and a great deal of activity has been displayed 
since our arrival in the preparation of batteries. The left 
bank is now under reconnoisance of our engineer officers, and 
1 shall lose no time in strengthening our position by such 
defensive works as may he necessary, employing for that 
purpose a portion of the heavy guns brought round by sea. 

"The attitude of the Mexicans is so far decidedly hostile. 
An interview has been held, by my direction, with the military 
authorities of Matamoras, but with no satisfactory result^^ 

HOSTILE ATTITTTDE OT THE MEXICANS — BATTERY SEBCTBD 

BT GENERAL TAYLOR. 

General Taylor to AcytUant- General Jones, April 6, 1846. 

"The Mexicans still retain a ho^e attitude, and have 
thrown up some works, evidently designed to prevent as from 
crossing the river. * * * 

" On our side, a battery for four 18-pounders will be com- 
pleted, and the guns placed in battery to-day. These guns 
bear directly upon the public square of Matamoras, and within 
good range for demolishing the town. Their object cannot be 
mistaken, and will, I think, effectually restrain him from any 
enterprise upon our side of the river. A bastioned field-fort, for 
a garrison of five hundred men, has been laid out by engineers 
in rear of the battery, and will be conmienced immediately. 

" I respectfully enclose the minutes of an interview held on 
the day of our arrival, between General Wortli and General 
De la Vega, the second in command in Matamoras.t I 
deemed it proper and respectful to announce formally the 
purpose of our advance to the Rio Grande, and a^rd an 
opportunity to estoblish friendly relati<»is if practicable.^^ 

* These dragoons were subsequently returned, on application of 
General Taylor, 
t See Appendix U. 
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GSIfERAL TAYLOR SUMMOIfED BY AMPUDLA. TO WITHDRAW 

BEYOND THE NUECES. 

General Taylor to AtyuUtnt- General Jones, April 15, 1846. 

" I have to report that on the 11th instant, Greneral Ampudia 
arrived at Matamoras with two hundred cavalry, the remainder 
of his force, variously estimated from two thousand to three 
thousand men, being some distance in rear on route from 
Monterey. Immediately after assuming the chief command. 
General Ampudia ordered all Americans to 4eave Matamoras 
within twenty-four hours, and repair to Victoria, a town in the 
interior of Tamaulipas. He had taken the same severe meas- 
ure at Reinosa, on his way hither. On the 12th, I received 
from Greneral Ampudia a despatch, summoning me to with- 
draw my force within twenty-four hours, and to fall back be- 
yond the river Nueces. To his communication I replied, on 
the 12th, saying that I should not retrograde from my position. 
Copies of this correspondence are enclosed herewith.* I con- 
sidered liie letter of General Ampudia sufficient to warrant 
me in blocking up the Rio Grande, and stopping all supplies 
for Matamoras ; orders for which have been given to the naval 
commander at Brasos Santiago." 

COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTILITIES BY MEXICO. 

General Tayhr to Acffutant- General Jones, April 26, 1846. 

" I regret to report that a party of dragoons, sent out by me 
on the 24th instant, to watch the covurse of the river above on 
this bank, became engaged with a very large force of the 
enemy, and, after a short affair, in wliich some sixteen were 
killed and wounded, appear to have been surrounded and 
compelled to surrender. Not one of the party has returned, 
except a wounded man sent in this morning by the Mexican 
commander, so that I cannot report with confidence the par^ 

* See App^idix V. 
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ticulare of the eogagement, or the &te of the officers, except 
that Captain Hardee was known to be a prisoner, and unhuort. 
The party was sixty-three strong. 

^ Hostilities may now be considered |» commenced, and I 
have this day deemed it necessary to call upon the govem- 
ment of Texas for four regiments of volunteers, two to be 
mounted and two to serve on foot. As some delay must occur 
in collecting these troops, I have also desired the governor of 
Louisiana to send out four regiments of infantry as soon as 
practicable. This will constitute an auxiliary force of nearly 
five thousand men, which will be required to prosecute the war 
with energy, and carry it, as it should be into the enemy's 
country.^' 

Thus ^e have seen that the course of our government with 
respect to- the boundary question has been consistent from the 
period of the annexation of Texas, even to the time of the 
first act of hostility on the part of Mexico, of wluch Congress 
was immediately notified by the president of the United States. 
In a special message. May H, 1846, he says, — 

^^ As war exists, and, notwithstanding our efiTorts to avoid it, 
exists by the act of Mexico herself, we are called upon by 
every consideration of duty and patriotism, to vindicate with 
decision, the honor, the rights, and the interests of our 
country." * 

* When the sum of (10,000,000, and an anny of 50,000 men, -were 
authorized by almost an unanimous vote of Congress, (only 14 voting 
in the negative,) not a word was said about the march to the Rio 
Grande. The question was one of fact with regard to the commence- 
ment of hostilities. The objections to that bill were confined to the 
preamble — which declared that toar existed by the (ut of Mexico, In 
a speech delivered in the XT. S. Senate,- February, 1848, by Mr. Tur- 
ney, he says, *< A motion was made to strike out the preamble, and 
reasons vr&te assigned for striking it out, UU no such reaaon as that we 
had invaded the Mexican territory. Far from it, as I will be able to 
show, conclusively, frt>m the documents. The reason assigned was, 
the imcertainty as to the fiMt whether war did, in point of &ct, 
exist." 

The oljectionff to the preamble were singular and exteaordinary. 
12* 
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Both nations professed peace and protested against all 
motives leading to hostility.' Let fiacts determine which was 
sincere in its professions. We have seen with what justice 
the boundary to the Rio Grande was claimed by Texas, and 
that no alternative was left to the United States but to defend 
that boundary. Mexico refused to negotiate. Although she 
claimed title to all Texas, she was committed to acts of hos- 
tility, and was ready to commence war, in relation to a queS' 
Hon of boundary ! She claimed the whole, but she preferred 
war to negotiation, to settle her title even to a part. 

We should do the public injustice, if we were to give our 
views upon this portion of the subject to the exclusion of those 
of General Taylor, in his able communication, in reply to 
Greneral Ampudia, which we insert in the Appendix.* In this, 
the true merits oi both parties are clearly and briefly stated. 
The spirit of hostility on the part of Mexico is contrasted with 
the pacific measures of the United States. The assertion of 
the president, that ^^ war exists by the act of Mexico,^^ is a 
truth so fully confirmed by history that he who doubts is 
doomed to a record that time can never redeem. It is not 
that this act was the cause of the war, but that Mexico, having 
made war necessary by her act», was left to be consistent 

If objections had been made to the whole bill, members, iirging them, 
might have found a defence in their consciences. But their position, 
88 opposed to the preamble, is truly a most awkward one. It was 
equivaleat to a oonfiBssion that they were mord willing to vote meana 
lor prosecuting a war against Mexico, without any positive declar- 
ation of basis, than admit the statement of General Taylor to be a fact. 
Their love for history was greater than their love for justice. If they 
believed the war commenced by the president of the United Stales, 
they also professed to believe that he had comjnenced it ** ^neonstitl»' 
tiondUy" and this renders their case still worse. They were ready to 
vote for an ** unconstitutional war," in prefi»ence to adopting theieict, as 
given by General Taylor, that the war was commenced by the act <^ 
Mexico ! We cannot well ayoid thinking of the gnat and camel, «i 
■poken of in the gospel of 8t. Matthew.t 

* See Appendix^ t Chap. xxiiL 24. 
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m her etareer of folly and crime — - and to strike the first blow. 
Sbm commenced what proved to be her own chastisement, 1^ 
the hand of another power. She was the sole cause, and, in 
the hands cf Providence, the sole subject of the war, and 
^be United States government was the agent lor its merited 
infliction. 

PROSECUTION OF THE WAR. 

MILITA»T POWER. 

The military power of a country is generally estimated 
according to the number of soldiers that makes up its standing 
army. This number varies, as the supposed interests of a 
nation require, and is large or small, according to the ccmfi- 
dence which a government has in itself. A large army always 
implies doubt in the government as to its hold upon' the afiec- 
tions of the people, and of its ability to control them. Armies 
increase as governments become selfish or unjust, and though 
the decrease is not always in the same ratio with governments 
of an opposite character, still, the diminution is seen to take 
place as the result of liberal measures. Much must be 
allowed to the conservative principle of government anciently 
termed " the divine right of Hngs^^ and to those countless 
habits and prejudices which become associated with all the 
joys of a people, as well as with their hardships and sufiTer- 
ings. The people are slow to change. It is not in their 
nature to change suddenly, and remain permanent. Thffj 
become attached even to a form of govemndent that may deny 
them liberty of thought and of speech ; but, if that government 
yields to a small proportion of their requisitions, they remain 
loyal, grateful, and content A monarch may hold his power 
if he will but keep in advance of his subjects in measures of 
reform. To refuse reforms, and hope to be secure in a stand- 
ing army, is a great error. That this may be true for a limited 
period, no one will deny. Wlien we speak of success in a 
nation, we refer to its generations. We measure the progress 
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of man, as an individual, by his years or generations ; the 
progress of a nation, by its periods of great causative events, 
or by its centuries. 

The recent events of France illustrate the actual power of 
a standing army in a country where intelligence and educa- 
tion are beginning to reach the people, and where love of 
freedom has only been defeated for the want of knowledge.* 
First comes tlie desire for change, and then the ability. The 
French have been in a transition state for a long period of 
time. Every revolution shows an advance, and the period is 
not far distant when we shall see her strength equal to the 
glory of a republic. The newiy-fledged eagle falls from 
branch to branch in its first attempts to fly, and every fall is 
marked by a period of rest But the parent birds encourage 
its eflbrts by example, while its instinct unceasingly tempts it 
forward in its flights, and from the humble distances of the 
forest-cluster of its home, it soon is able to sweep its circles in 
the regions of the sky. 

It is thus with nations, destined to life and change. 
Change is but another word for growth or progress. Every 
change is a step forward, and every step gives new strength. 
We mean the progress of condition, of capacity, of power. 
A monarchy may become a republic, and the republic may 
not succeed, and the monarchy may be restored. This is 
merely the conventional process. Every attempt is a prepar- 
ation, every revolution a step. In the breaking up of power, 
the monarchy may seize a temporary defence, but the ultimate 
republic is inevitable. 

Louis Phillippe was too slow for his people. Guizotwastoo 
precise in his scale of advance. The former had confidence 
in the latter, and the latter had confidence in science. Both 
seemed to lose sight of the fact, that while tliey were watching 



* The Mexicans ** say, that they are obliged to have a standing 
army, and that they can only enforce their laws by the grace of God 
and gunpowder." ~ Hon, P, TAampton, 
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for changes in the people, they did not count up<m changes, 
in the anny. Armies are made up of men ; and though they 
ajre excluded in some degree from the benefits of an advan- 
cing society, and may be slow to appreciate their rights as citi- 
zens, still they have begun to think.* Thou§^t is the great 
source of power, and in this we may find the power of the 
United States — in the capacity of the people to think. Right 
thinking is knowledge, and knowledge is power. But where 
is the 

MILITABT POWER OP THE UNITED STATES ? 

If a Stranger were to visit this country, he would be at a loss 
to find, in farm^ its military power. Hfe would see no castles 
of defiance, no towns encircled by turretted walls ; he would 
see no palaces, witii their lords add dependent tenantry. He 
would see no display of royalty, with its cortSge of coun- 
sellors, outriders, and guard. He would find no army, with its 
trappings, to admire ; no national parade of strength, to awe. 
But, in our great cities he would see industry without embar^ 
rassment, activity without disorder, excitement without riot, 
and security without fear ; and all without an army near, or a 
soldier^s guard. 

If he were to go to the capital, he would there see the rep- 
resentatives of the people, of every profession, boldly defend- 
ing the right and denouncing the wrong, in the business of 
legislation. He would see the chief magistrate of the nation 



* In speaking of the Plymouth, rock, De Tocqueville makes the 
following beautiful reflection : — 

** This rock is become an object of veneration in the United States. 
I have seen bits of it carefully preserved in several towns of the 
Union. Does not this sufficiently show how entirely all human 
power and greatness is in ihe soul of man? Here is a stone, which 
the feet of a few outcasts pressed for an instant, and this stone 
beoomes famous ; it is treasured by a great nation ; its very dust is 
shared as a relic ; and what ia become of the gateways of a thousand 
palaces?" 
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in the plainest garb of the humble citixeiH and his adrisers, 
unattended, mingling with the crowd, courteous to all, and indif- 
ferent to none. But he woukl see no anny near, and at the 
doors and gates of the public buildings woidd find no sentinels. 
He would hear of our government, but he could not see its 
vast machinery. He woidd hear of our great power, but he 
could not understand its form, untess he should yisit the people 
at their homes and firesides. He would find nothing wanting 
to protection, to liberty, or to life, and yet he would find no 
army. 

The army of the United States, in times of peace, does not 
often exceed 7,000 men.* These men, scattered over avast 
territory, are hardly to be perceived by the traveller, or nodced 
by our citizens. And yet, when required to act in theif coun- 
try's defence, they make the nucleus of an army of any extent, 
and of the greatest power. 

With a military academy, directed by the ablest professors, 
and liberally sustained by government, the country secures a 
class . of officers of the highest attainments in science, and 
of the greatest skill in practice. In time of war, around these 
officers the assembled people of the country become the army 
of the nation — the nation's defence. When peace returns, they 
scatter to their homes, and resume their accustomed labors, 
and the soldier again becomes the citizen. 

The military power of the United States is as broad as the 
continent to which.it belongs^ and its basis is in the hearts of 
the people. It is not physical, but moral power. It is not for 
the defence of a government, but of a people. It is not for the 
few, but for all. It is not for others, but for ourselves. It is 
not for conquest, but for justice. It is not for ambition, but for 
protection, that the military power of the United States is 
organized and exerted. 

* The constitution provides that Congress has no power to make 
any aiq;>ropriAtion of money for the supp<»t of annies for a longer term 
than two yean. The strength of the anny at the ccnnmencement of 
hoftiUti^ with the Bepublic of Mexico was, (Apdl, 1S46,) 7«24i. 
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The profession of anns becomes ennobled when we see our 
military men among our best citizens, and our best citizens 
ready to become soldiers. A standing army has been thought 
indispensably necessaiy for a natioifs defence. The recent 
events of Europe, however, have tended to show that they are 
now deemed sources rather of danger than of protection. 

The volunteer system, adopted by this country, is in harmony 
with its institutions. Tliere is a fVeedom and a dignity in it 
worthy of a people who are willing and ready to defend their 
own rights.* 

When this war was commenced by Mexico, our troops on 
the frontier of Texas numbered, present and absent, only 
3554 men, of which 131 were sick. Fifty thousand volun- 
teers were ciEdled for, and nearly half a million otiTered their 
services from all parts of the Union. 

The volunteer has all the strength of motive that gives to 
the citizen the spirit of duty, and all the love of home and 
country that gives the soldier courage. He goes to the war, 
not as the agent o( destruction, but as the defender of right 
and justice. His motto is, VeriU sans peur. 

We have no sympathy with those who decry the military of 
their country, and would avail themselves of the blessings which 
are gained by its power and protected by its presence. Have 
they no reverence for the memory of Washington, and iiis 
noble band of patriots ! Have they no gratitude for the results 
of their achievements — the achievements of the sword t We 
admire their love of peace, but we cannot adopt their judgment 
Their views are in advance of their condition. We would not 
lessen their efforts in the great cause of humanity, but we 
could wish that, while they are disposed to act for the good of 
their country, they would endeavor to devote their energies to 
prevent the causes of war, rather than oppose the stem and 
inexorable rule of justice among nations, afler war has been * 
commenced. 

* See the excellent speech <^ Mr. Douglas, of Illinois, deUvered 
in the U. S. Senate, February, 1848. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE ABMY. 



The nature and limits of the present volume do not'enable 
us to give the details of the brilliant achievements of our army 
in Mexico. These belong to a difierent and a more extended 
work, which is in preparation. The heroism and the enduring 
activity and skill of the officer and soldier, have been the 
subject of wonder and admiration. All dangers, fatigues, and 
difficulties were encountered and surmounted with cheerf\ilnes8 
and promptitude. Our government would consent to nothing 
but an honorable peace ; our army consented to nothing but 
victory. The names of Scott, Taylor, Butler, Worth, Twiggs, 
Wool, Smith, Pillow, Quitman, Childs, Pierce, Hamer, Lane, 
Shields, — and a host of others might be enumerated, — will 
live upon the pages of their country's history so long as merit 
shall be respected and duty honored. 

Our gallant navy, though circumscribed in action, was true 
to the glory which belongs to patriotism, skill, and courage. 
The reputation of its officers and the efficiency of its men are 
too well known to require service to entitle them to our ac- 
knowledgments of respect. 

In the prosecution of this war we find a singular combination 
of forces. The destructive engines of death were sent forward, 
accompanied by commissioners of peace ; and the hand that 
was raised to take life from the enemy, was the bearer of the 
olive branch. After every victory, a pause was made for 
peace.* 

The government at home, three thousand miles from the 
scenes of action, deliberately matured its measures and executed 
its plans. It gave its orders amid an approving party on the one 
hand, and an opposing one on the other. Friends were prompt, 
opponents were reluctant. But few would stop the war if they 
couid, and many condemned it with their voice, while they 

* See Appendix X, 
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sustained it by their votes. None denied its justice, though 
some denied its expediency. Many gave their countenance to 
the enemy, though they had too much self-respect to deny the 
folly and stt^idity of the Mexicans. 

The House of Representatives voted, by a small majority, 
that the war " was unnecessarily and unconstitutionally begun 
by the president of the United States," and yet the same body 
refused to stop it.* Articles of impeachment were threatened 
against the president by the whigs, but they were not Inrought 
forward, because there was a democratic majority in the 
senate ; as if the senators of the democracy could not be true 
to their oaths of office ! States passed their resolutions of 
approval and of protest, peace societies remonstrated, clergy- 
men admonished, and citizens denounced. Tlie government 
was disowned at home and abused abroad, for the unholy war, 
as it was called, against a weak and distracted people. Party 
in its bitterness, zeal in its ignorance, and prejudice ih its blind- 
ness, all conspired to render the acts of the government un- 
successful in their objects, and odious to the people. But the 
people were true to their country and to its government. Duty 
was too plain to be mistaken, too great to be neglected. They 
asked no advice but facts, and raised no standard but con- 
science. The government compromised no right, and neglected 
no duty. It was prompt in its action, and humane in its policy. 
It was true to the country, true to Mexico, true to the worid, 
and true to itself. 

In the eloquent language of General Cass,^ we give a brief 
review of what was accomplished by our government and 
army during the short period of twenty-two months. He 
says, — - 

" The act recognizing war was passed on the 13th of ^fay, 
1846, twenty-two months ago. At that time we had an army, 

* The " ten regiment bill ** was passed by the House, by a vote of * 
170 to 3^. See q>eeolies of Mr. Cobb and Mr. Stimton, delivered in 
February and March, 1848. 
13 
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whoBB total of rank and file consisted of 7623 men. Thej 
occupied thirty-seven forts and positions in the interior of the 
Umted States, and upcm our inland and seaboard frontier, 
comprehending a space almost equal to half of Eurc^e ; and 
the portion of this force under General Taylor, upon the 
Nueces, amounted to 3001 men. This was our preparation 
for meeting the war. All else had to b^ collect^ or created. 
Becolleet, sir, that our situation is far different from that of 
the martial powers of Europe. War is there both a trade and 
science, and its governments are always prepared to meet 
contingencies, which cannot, indeed, be foreseen, but which, 
if not provided for, bring ruin and disorder in their train. At 
one time, the people of France were a great army, the coun- 
try a vast camp,, the cities and towns, arsenals and ihagazines, 
and the fields, sources of supply for the immense living 
machine, whose movements were always sq tremendous, and 
(^n so^ irre^tible. Well, sir, we had nothing of a)l this. 
We bad no army, for our little force scarcely deserved tbe 
name. We had no conscription by which to increase it. All 
nuOeriel necessary for the subsistence and transportation and 
operations of our troops had to be collected through the coun- 
try, and conveyed to a distant s<^ne of operations. This 
scene is three thousand ncules off; and little did the govern- 
ment or country know of the condition, of Mexico, of its 
fortresses, or their state of preparation ; of it3 armies, or their 
state of efiioiency or discipline ; of the roads, bridges, the 
means of transportation and sub^stence, and the thousiand 
other points, essential tp military operations, and which, in the 
various countries of Europe, are studied and known. 

" Now, sir, in the face of these obstacles, what have we 
done ? We have sent our troops to the shores of the Pacific, 
by the routes across the continent, and around Cape Horn ; 
we have subdued Upper and Lower California aiid New 
Mexico ; we have tdren possession of the rich and populous 
districts upon the Rio Grande ; we have carried the war into 
the heart of the Republic, after attacking and reducing the 
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r^Miwned fortress, which commands its principal maritime 
entrance, the capture of which alone was gtcnry enough for 
France ; we haye taken its capital, dispersed its armies, made 
its government, and reduced to subjection a large portion of 
its population; we have fought at least fourteen important 
acticms, of whkch eight were pitched battles, and in every one 
there was a disparity of force against us, and in many aa 
inequality, which carries us back for similar examples dt 
desperate struggles, to the early ages of the world,— '•to the 
eon^ts of the Greeks and Persians, — which they resemble^ 
rather than the conflicts, which the severe truth of modem 
history judges and records. We have captured a score of 
great cities, some of them ibrtified and defended, and capa- 
ble of strong resistane^. Time would fail me to tell all we 
have done, nor can it be necessary ; for is it not already 
written in imperishable letters upon the records of history, and 
in burn&g and shining characters upon the heart of every 
American?"' 

This language was not spoken by the distinguished senator 
in a spirit of boastmg, but in reply to an boncurable member 
who had ^x>ken^ lightly of the efficiency of our government 
and of the achievements of our army. 

It has been urged by some, that if we had invaded Mexico 
with a large army, her chance of success would have been 
deemed a hopeless one by her own government, and that 
negotiaticm and peace would have been the immediate results. 
Perhaps so. It is easy to say Ais when another and more 
iSk3dl^rate coarse was adopted. If a powerftila^d overwhelm- 
ing movement had been made by^ the administration, against 
that feeble and miserable people, t>rp«BSSioN and cruelty 
woiild have been the cry every where. M«aco would have 
had no chance to expose her weakness, and her strength would 
have been over-estimated. As it now stands, in every battle, 
her numerieal fiwrce was greatly superior to ours, — and it 
cannot be sfiad, that she had no opportunity to test the bravery 
of her troops by battle, or to vindicate her honor by victory. 
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Mofdb hasbeeonidby the opponents of the war with ragud 
lo the return of Santa Anna to Afexico. Of tbe means sanc- 
tioned or provided we have no remark to make. This salject 
was conclushrely disposed of by tbe president in his answer to 
Congress. We allude to it only ibr the purpose of expressing 
our undisguised astoniriunent that any one, under any circum- 
stances, should deny to Mexico the service of her sons! 
Soppoong permission had been asked to allow his return, who 
would have refused it ? What was Santa Anna that we should 
fear him? Why should he be continued in banishment by 
us ? Was be our prisoner ? And if he were conndered by 
Ifexico her ablest general, his absence would have been 
deemed as the cause of defeat, and false hopes would have 
continued to blind her people. Of what avail has his return 
been to Mexico! 

Our country owes her army a debt of gratitude which nothing 
but duty to her own great interests can ever pay. Our soldiers 
were our fellow-citizens. They bravely fought the battles of 
justice, and won victories that shall tend to lessen wrong and 
establish peace in all coming time. .They made sacrifices for 
others^ good, and, if they suffered, time will prove that for 
every pain shall come a thousand blessings to tbe future race.* 

While we greet with smiles and joyous acclamations the 
hardy soldier's return from the war, let us pause to drop a 
tear for 

THE FALLEN THAT DO MOT COME. 

The desolated home of the departed seedier should be re- 
lieved by our charities, and soothed by our sympathies. 

• It was estimated that 70,000 victims were sacrificed at the coro- 
nation of Montezuma. The ordinary number of sacrifices, annually, 
was very large before the conquest of Mexico by Cortes. The total 
loss of both nations, in the late war, does not exceed 12,000. This 
estimate does not embrace the deaths from disease. A complete report 
is not yet made. The saving of life was great, in consequence of 
the conquest of ancient Mexico, and it will be great during the 
next century, in consequence of the war jxist dosed. See Appendix Y. 
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The death of a soldier is an event of the nation, and fraught 
with a nation^s consequence. It is not a loss, but a public gain ; 
not cm altemative of chance, but of duty. It is the death of 
the body,'diat the soul of man may live in still greater freedom. 
It is not without good reason that the dea|h of a soldier in tlie 
service g^ his country has always been regarded as an event 
of .honorable notice. His acts have helped a nation^s prog- 
ress, and his lot has niade more precious a nation^s rights. 

It is a thoughtless and cruel sympathy that would raise no 
stone to mark the soldier's grave, or to seek to deck its mound 
with nought but withered flowers ; to be willing to foi^t the 
form that perished at the post of duty, and to sadden the hearts 
of those who clung to it in afiection while in life, by tfie irrev- 
erent reflections that a soldier's death has no place in the great 
book of Providence ! that it is wrong, a meanless event of 
sin, a loss, a blank, forbidden by Grod, and sancticmed by no 
good man. We can see in this no light of wisdom, no act of 
piety. It is a cheerless view of man to look only on the oljects 
of life, without regarding the paitkful sacrifices which lead to 
their attainment; to seem to be ignorant of the truth that 
death is a law of our nature, — a condition of progress. 

THEN LET THE SOLDIEB's GRAVE BE HONOBED ! 

Let his deeds be cherished. It is not for the selfish looker-on, 
surrounded by all his comforts and studying no good but his 
own, to measure the glory of those who give up home and all 
that is near and dear, to serve their country on the field of 
danger. The former dies in his cot, and his end is from dis- 
ease. The latter dies on the field,, and his end is a sacrifice 
on the altar of patriotism. 
13* 
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THE JUSTICE OF THE WAR, AND ITS RESULTS. 

Justice is the standard of right. Whatever is just, is right. 
Whatever is right, must be just. Justice is a" principle that 
gives moral condition to existence. It is an element that seeks 
equality in all the relations of life, and is the law of harmony 
in the moral being. ^ It saves the individual from the hardships 
of transgression, and preserves the nation from decay and 
downfall. It is the result of a world's integrity. It is the 
condition of continued existence. 

It is not a matter of chance. It is not to be perverted or 
avoided. It is self-protective. It can neither be tempted or 
bribed. Neither can it be impaired or destroyed. It is an 
attribute of Deity, — an indestructible element of all created 
being. It is true to its source, and yields not to power, nor to 
the events of time or eternity. Without justice, man would 
cease to be a moral being ; and without justice, nations would 
cease to exist upon the face of the earth, and truth would be at 
war with itself. 

Properly to discuss, therefore, the justice of the war, we are 
led t6 inquire into the principles of national existence. These 
principles involve national duties. The duties of a nation are 
of a two-fold character. 

1st. Self-preservation, in the most enlarged sense of the 
term; and, 

2d. A just regard for the rights of all men and of all nations. 

Or, in other words, justice to itself and justice to others. 

The duties of self-preservation are those to be found m a 
just and comprehensive legislation ; in the impartial adminis- 
tration of the laws ; in the strict observance of treaties ; in the 
means of education and improvement; in the protection of 
life, liberty, and property of all the citizens of a nation 
thnnighout the world. 

The second class of duties are embraced in this, that, in 
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what we claim for ourselves as necessary to our protectimi, we 
will not deny as necessary to all others placed in the same re« 
sponsible relations of national existence. 

We have seen what the relations have been between ^ 
United States and Mexico during an entire generation. On 
the one hand, a series of agressions on life, liberty, and prop- 
erty have been committed, without manifesting any disposition 
to lessen the causes of wrong in future, or to give redress for 
wrongs of the past To these have been added the petty acts 
of arrogance, wad bold assumptions, having no truth to redeem 
them. On the other hand, a nation of greater power, the sub- 
ject of these wrongs, has resorted to no measures of retaliation, 
to no decisive means of redress, but has exhausted all the 
sources of &vor and forbearance. 

The weakness of Mexico has been the condition of her ex- 
emption from a just accountability. This has been her mis- 
fortune ; and if the government of the United States has any 
error to redeem, it is that of indulgence to Mexico, permitting 
the acts oi outrage and wrong, without insisting upon prompt 
reparation. The weakness of a nation furnishes no good reason 
why she should be excused for the violation and neglect of 
sacred duties. All will agree that it is a reason for an oppo- 
site course. National strength cannot come from neglect; 
national prosperity cannot come from indolence ; national 
glory cannot come from national wrongs.* All these elements 
of national existence can come only from conscience and firom 
duty. 

Not content to be lefl to herself to reform during the seasons 
of indulgence, she adds new insults to the wrongs of the past, 
and, in the utter folly of her condition, commences a war with 
the United States ; thus inviting the infliction of those accumu- 
lated penalties, which a Providence may suspend, but never 
remit* 

* We find the fbUowing paragraph in x>fie of the public jonmals, 
embraced in a letter from St Petersburgh, with regard to the chidera 
nr w prevailing in that city : 

« During the week, and particularly on Sunday last, proceiaions 
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War is, indeed, a temporary calamity ; but without war, 
national wrongs would become permanent evils. Without war, 
moral blessings would be made subservient to the animal pas- 
sions. Ultimate victory is ever on the side of right.* 

In what way could the evils of Mexico be reached, unless 
by the strong hand of war ? How could she be made to feel 
that Providence exempted no nation from the penalties of its 
crimes, except by war ? How could we reach her cities, her 

with images, consecrated burners, &Cr, have perambulated all the 
streets and squares of the dty to propitiate the divine Being, and to 
avert the direful calamity with which this city is visited." 

There are certain diseases of the body which may be termed cumu- 
kUiw diteaaet, whose causes are both near and remote. The cholera 
may be said to be one of them. The causes are to be found in man's 
ignorance of his physical laws, and in the consequent abuse of them. 
What is not made manifest in the individual, is visited upon the race. 
What is not seen as an effect in a day, will be made apparent in a 
generation, or in a century. The same may be said with regard to 
national evils. 

Instead of addressing prayers to Deity how to escape from the chol- 
era, let the Russians, and all others, pray to be saved firom the causes 
which produce it, and which may come upon their descendants. Let 
them pray for knowledge of themselves, and of the conditions of health. 
To pray to be saved from thex^onsequences of causes already existing 
or past, is equivalent to asking to be exempted from ^e protection ot 
GK>d's providence. 

* Civilization finds war, like all other elements of humanity, neces- 
sarily existing. It does not create the principle, but it controls and 
modifies its action. Horror after horror is swept away ; the captwe 
ceases to be sent to the stake or the caldron ; slavery becomes an im- 
provement substituted for murder ; the enslaved captives are treated 
with more and more kindness, until servitude ceases iQtogether^ and 
prisoners of war are recognized as men and brothers. The onward 
course of civilization is at least, in this respect, distinctly marked ; 
we can see the /direction of its progress ; an intelligent and moral 
public opinion is steadily establishing its empire instead of brute 
force, and forming a tribimal to decide the disputes of nations, as 
peaceMly as those of individuals.' — Taylor* s Natural History of 
Society. 
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people, and that army* of settled impostors, that has pre3red 
upon her very vitals during her existence as a Republic, except 
by war ? How could her miserable population be educated and 
elevated to the privileges of freedom and justice, and be pro- 
tected from the rule of tyrants and wicked men, except by 
war ? f 

Cotuld we send them missionaries to teach them religi<m,— 
who would tolerate them, who would hear them ? Could we 
send teachers to instruct their children, and the ignorant, — 
what parent in that country would give his assent, what priest 
would yield to such a power? Gould we send books, and 
tracts, giving knowledge and inculcating duty, — they would 
be rejected as dangerous where ignorance is safety. Codd 

* ^ That which is in all respei^ the greatest nuisance, and the 
most insup^able barrier to the prosperity and progress of Mexico, is 
the army. They will tell you there, that it amounts to 40,000 men ; 
but they have never had hatf that number. I have no doubt that 
the accounts at the department of war exhibit nearly the number 
stated, but a large proportion of them are men of straw, fictidoos 
names fraudulently inserted for the benefit of the officers who pay 
them. 

" They have more than two hundred generals, most of them with- 
out commands." — Thompson's Recollections. 

The manner of collecting an army, in Mexico, is thus stated by the 
same able author. 

" The soldiers of the Mexican army are generally collected by 
sending out recruiting detachments into the moimtains, where they 
htmt the Indiana in their dens and caverns, and bring them in chains 
to Mexico. There is scarcely a day that droves of these miserable and 
more than half naked wretches are not seen thus chained together 
and marching through the streets to the barracks, where they are 
scoured and then dressed in a uniform made of Hnen cloth or of 
serge, and are occasionally drilled, which drilling consists mainly in 
teaching them to march in column through the streets." 

t " The clergy and the army cannot be tried for crime, or be made 
to pay a debt by the common courts of the coj^ntry ; but the former 
are tried by the ecclesiastical, and the latter by a military court." — 
See Speech of Hon, Mr. Flcklin, delivered in the House of RepresentativeSf 
March, 1848. 
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we piotect the traveller in that country from nuirder and rob- 
bery, by a government passport ? Could we defend the rights 
of our citizens by a recital of our treaty stipulations ? Could 
we avenge national insults by national protests ? Could we 
redress national wrongs by national remonstrance ? 

The crimes of men are visited upon their heads. Society 
demands it, and the laws provide the way and the means. 
The criminals can be found and taken. They can be subjected 
to trial, to sentence, and to punishment All this is practica- 
ble. But it iB not so with nations. A nation cannot be. sum- 
noned to court. A nation cannot be sent for by the police. 
It cannot be imprisoned for safety. It cannot be tried by a 
jury, sentenced by a court, and punished according tp law. 
A nation ccmnot he called to an account for its wickedness^ 
or he subjected to punishment, except hy war. And in this 
terrible calamity, it is made to suffer, and to render justice. 

Its false pride is rebuked ; its trusts are reduced ; its neglected 
engagements are detailed for redemption ; its outrages are made 
the subject of notoriety throughout all nations, — as examples 
to be detested and shunned ; its own government becomes the 
subject of public admonition before the civilized world. 

If the calamities of war are terrible to be borne, it must be 
considered that they are remedies for evils, which, if continued, 
would destroy society, and that they are but the lessons which 
nations teach nations, of a nation's good, of a nation's shame, 
or of a nation's glory. 

The remedies of Providence are directed by fundamental 
laws. They are made in magnitude and character to corre- 
spond with the nature and- extent of the evils which they are 
designed to correct. 

Who shall complain that the tempest is too great \ that the 
whirlwind is too rapid ! that the earthquake is too terrible ! 
that the volcano is too fearful ! tlmt the lightning is too dan- 
gerous, and the thunder too startling ! or that pestilence and 
famine are too destructive ! 

Why should men look for great effects from small causes ^ 
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Why should meo look for great reforms, mthout regard to 
means adapted to the natufe alkl extent of the work to be 
done ? GovemmentB are surrounded by impenetrable walls 
of national error, pride, and prejudice,-^ more durable than 
granite, less yielding than steel, and no power can reach them 
or their people until these walb are broken, and no power can 
break them but war. 

As individuals are made responsible to the laws of society, 
in which' they live, so nations are held responsible to 
nations for a just observance of those great laws, which, for a 
common good, all civilized nations acknowledge.* As a pe<9- 
ple improve a country, so nations cover the earth to improve 
and subline it They are either faithful or false to their trusts. 
If faithful, they prosper ; and their prosperity is an element in 
the progress of the world. If fis^lse, adversity is their lot, and 
dieir evHs are extended to every nation. In some degree, the 
interests of oi^ nation become the interests of all nations. 
All have a common interest, and this all are ieady to protect 

As sovereignties acknowledge no superior, each nation 
claims to judge of its own rights. As these rights are re- 
spected, intercourse becomes useful and profitable. As they 
are disregarded or violated, they become the subjects df nego- 
tiation, or causes of war. When negotiation fhils, war becomes 
the alternative. In this position, Mexk^o placed herself in rela- 
tion to the United States. It became the right of this country 
to insist upon that measure of justice which she is ever ready 
to accord to others, and which all nations, just to themselves, 
are bound to observe. War was not the choice of our govern- 
ment, it became the alternative. It will be remembered that 
Mexico barely escaped a War with us in 1897. In a message 
to Congress of that year. President Jackson used the following 
language: — 

*^ Having in vain urged upon the government of Mexico 
iSbe justice of those claims, and my indispensable obligation to 

• See Appendix Z. 
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insist that there should be no further delay in the acknowledge 
roenti if not in the redress, of the injuries complained of, my 
duty requires that the whole subject should be presented, as it 
now. is, for the action of Congress, whose exclusive right it is 
to decide on the further measures to be employed. The length 
c^ time since some of these injuries have been committed, the 
repeated and unavailing applications for redress, the wanton 
character of some of the outrages upon the property and per- 
sons of our citizens^ upon the officers and flag of the United 
States, independent of the recent in&ult to ^is government 
nd people by the late extraordinary Mexican minister, would 

JUSTIFY, IN THE EYES OF ALL NATIONS, IMMEDIATE WAR. 

That remedy, however, should not be used by just and gener- 
ous nations, confiding in their strength, for injuries committed, 
if it can be honorably avoided ; and it has occurred to me, that, 
ONisidering the present embarrassed condition of that country, 
we should act with both wisdom and moderation, by giving 
Mexico one more opportunity to atone for the past, before we 
take redress into oiur own hands. To avoid all ^misconception 
on the part of Mexico, as well as to protect our own national 
character from reproach, this opportunity should be given mth 
the avowed design and full preparation to take immediate sat* 
Ufaction^ if it should not he obtained on a repetition of a de- 
mand for it. To this end, I recommend that an act be passed, 
authorizing reprisals^ and the use of the naval force of the 
United States, by the executive, against Mexico, to enforce 
them, in the event of a refusal of the Mexican government 
to come to an amicable adjustment of the matters in con- 
troversy between us, upon another demand thereof, made 
from on board one of our vessels of war on the coast of 
Mexico." 

This message was sent to Congress on the 8th February, 
1837, and on the 19th day of February, the committee on 
foreign relations in the Senate, of which Mr. Clay was one, 
made — unanimously — a report, which was accepted unani- 
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mously by the Senate, repeating and approving entirdy, the 
views and suggestions of President Jackson. 

The report of the House on the same subject, was made on 
the 24th February, fu]ly concurring with the views of the 
president, and with those of the Senate committee. 

On the 27th of May, 1837, Mr. Forsyth, then secretary 
ci state, in a letter written to the Mexican minister of foreign 
aflirirs, says,'— 

^' These wrongs are of a character which cannot be tolerated 
by any government indued with a just self-respect, with a 
proper regard for the opinion of other nations, or with aft 
enlighten^ ccmcem for the permaiient welfare of those por- 
tions of its pec^le who may be intere^ed in foreign commerce. 
Treasure belonging to die citizens of the United States has 
be«i seized by Mexican officers, in its transit frcmi the capital 
to the coast ; ve^ls of the United States have been captured, 
detained, wafi condeitmed, upon the most frivolous pretexts ; 
duties have been exacted from others, notoriou^y against law, 
or without law; others have been employed^ — and in some 
instances ruined — in the Mexican service, without compensa- 
tion to the owners. Citizens of the United States have been 
imprisoned for long periods of time, without being informed 
of the c^ences with which they were chained. Others have 
been murdered and robbed by Mexican officers, on the high 
seas, i/nthout any attempt to bring the guilty to justice.'' 

This was in 1837. In 1839 a cpmmission was appointed 
by the two governments to determine the amount of the claims 
due to our citizens. This commission, being limited as to time, 
only a portion of the busmess was accomplished. The amount 
reported to be paid was $2,026,139 68 ; and this sum Mexico 
stipulated to pay by instalments. It was divided into twenty 
instalments, and but three were ever paid. It has been re- 
marked, " that the damages received by our citizens, from 
1839 to 1845, inclusive, exceeded the amount of those three 
instalments ; for while Mexico was paying these smaU anunmU^ 
14 
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eomparatwdyj an one hand^ ihe woi committing deprtdaJtUnu 
an the other:'' • 

The position of our gOTemment, in 1845, was, indeed, a 
painfbl one. It had no right to relieve Mexico from her oUi* 
gations ; it could not consistently, with its own dignity, sub- 
mit to new insult; it could not force her to negotiate, nor 
could it detemune upon war, where the disparity of power 
and condition would give to success no glory, and to victory 
no indemnity. 

As our government assumed, with all humility, the initnttive 
itk reestablishmg diplomatic relations between the two coun^ 
tries after they had been interrupted by the act of Mexico, 
Mexico reciprocated by assuming the initiative in commencing 
hostilities. 

Perhaps our government was too reluctant to ts^e upon 
itself the responsibility of a war against a sister Republic-, in 
which its motives might be assailed, and its objects misunder- 
stood or misrepresented. War makes no part of the policy of 
our country. Our people are lovers oi peace. It cannot be 
otherwise. War does not help our commerce or protect 
our industry. It injures both; and our citizens are slow to 
sanction what will lessen their interests. ; When war, however, 
becomes a duty that cannot be avoided with honor and integrity, 
it is met with a spirit of patriotism and firmness that need only 
to be directed to command results which will tend to establish 
more firmly the blessings of peace.f 

* See speech of Hon. Mr. Jameson, January, 1848. 

t It is remarked with great truth by Macaulay, in h^ review of 
Hallam's Constitutional History, that, 

*< If there is acny truth established by the ipiiversal experience of 
nations, it is this, that to carry the spirit of peace into war, is a weak 
and cruel policy. The time of negotiation is the time of delibera- 
tion and delay. But when an extreme case calls for that remedy, 
which is in its own nature most violent, and which in such cases is 
a remedy only because it is violent, it is idle to think of mitigating 
and diluting. Languid war can do nothing which negotiatum oir 
submission will not do better ; and to act on any other principle is 
not to Mve hhod and monty, but to squand^ them.*' 
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In this war with Mexico, our gcpfemment had a i»tional duty 
to perform. The time had arrived when justice must be 
done to Mexico. It was required by the interests of this 
country ; it was demanded by the interests of all nations ; and, 
— more important thian to all others^ — it was due to Mexico 
herself. Her commercial, domestic, and moral condition made 
^e duty an imperative one, that she might be saved from her 
own acts. Her crisis had come. She had done nothing well, 
clothing promptly. Both England and France long since were 
compelled to threaten her, to seccnre their rights. And if this 
eountry had not been involved in die business of chastisement^ 
die duty would soon have fallen to other powers. 

Fortunately for Mexico that her destiny was placed in our 
ceeping. Fortunately for us, that such was the event ; for bad 
t been otherwise, the calamities of war would doubtless have 
^n multiplied.* Other powers would not have been per- 
mitted by the United States to secure by conquest any perma* 
nent interest on this continent, more thfui they now hold. 
And doubly fortunate for Mexicer; for if she has within her 
limits sufficient energies to lead her onward to success, she 
has only to avail herself of the aid which the United States are 
abundantly able to give, and she may yet succeed as a nation. 
The great lesson fcwr her to study is the history of herself^ — 
tiie causes of her misfortimes, of her adverses, and the jus- 
tice of the penalties which have been infycted upon her. 

It is supposed by some that Mexico loses by the war.t 
That she parts with her treasures as indemnity for its expenses. 
That she has lessened her means of national prosperity, and 
impoverished her people, in making concessions which were 

* The tr. S. flag was raised in Calilbniia. If this had been de- 
layed a single day, lAie Brltuh flag would have wared over that 
territory. 

t See Appendix A A We give the treaty- without comment. Our 
limits do not permit us to speak either of its terms or of the manner 
of its execution. This we may do in a more extended work. 



160 THE JUSTICE OF THE WAR, AND ITS RESULTS. 

Stipulated by the treaty of peace. This is a mistake. She 
has, indeed, lost a degree of her national importance. Her 
pride has been humbled, her vanity has been rebuked, her 
false position has been exposed and realized, and some of her 
people have fallen in battle ; in these mortifications and visita- 
tions, her sufferings have been great It is right that they 
should be great It is natural. It is just Wrong doing is 
corrected by pain and suffering. Great benefits are guarded* 
by severe penalties, whenever and wherever violated or abused. 
The changes to which Mexico has been subjected, are for 
her good, her gam. She has ceded a portion of that territory 
to which she has proved false. Like the steward in the para- 
ble, she hid the talent that was given her to be improved, and 
made no interest It was a territory that gave her no income, 
and to which she could afford no protection. She had proved 
her incapacity to develop the treasures of her soils, her forests, 
and her mines. She rested upon that beautiful region of the 
earth an incumbrance.* She was idle, where all nature 
invited to indastry ; f she was poor, where riches abounded on 

* It is no exaggeration to say that it is impossible for one who 
has not been on the table-lands of Mexico to conceive of a climate 
BO Elysian. There is not a day, and scarcely an hour, in the year 
when one could say, I wish it were a little warmer or a little cooler. 
No spot on earth will be more desirable than this for a residence 
whenever it is in possession of our race, with the government and 
laws they carry with them wherever they go. ^-3%ompfo»**# Recol- 
Uetioru, 

t Although the whole road from the city of Vera Cruz to the city 
of Mexico passes through a country inexpressively picturesque and 
beautiful, yet the ignorant, idle, and degraded population, the .total 
absence of cultivation and improvement, and « general appearance 
of wildness and desolation, produced with me feelings partaking of 
gloom and melancholy. Neither In going nor returning did I see 
one human being, man, woman, or child, engaged at work of any sort. 
The great mass of population dose out their lives with no higher 
thoughts or purposes than the beasts which perish around them. 
— Thi(m^^aon*$ Eeoott^oHom, 
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every hand ; * her highways were marked by the emblems of 
her religion, but instead of represent'mg examples of good- 
ness, of duty, of piety, they were made the sad index of out- 
rage and murder.f In her domestic circles, her people were 
thoughtless, vain, and heartless. Without a permanent interest 
in the soil, their labors were selfish and temporary.} They 
had but little to hope for, and they had but little encourage- 
ment in their incitements to duty. Their priests had the 
influence of friends, while their rule was more fatal than the 
maledictions of foes. Their pleaAires were deemed para- 
mount to duty. They could not comprehend the advantage of 
improvement ; they did not understand the power of knowledge, 
nor appreciate the blessings that come from toil, time, and 
system. Their time was counted from sun to sun, and what 
the morrow should bring forth was a matter having no place in 
their eccmomy. Their entire domain was but the field of con- 
test, civil war, and bloodshed; faction displacing faction, 
anarchy passing for peace, and despotism for self-government. 
That such a nation, such a people, were spared so long, is 

* ** One thing/' Bays Gilliam, ** I miist not forget to mention^ 
— which must excite the contempt of t^e American agriculturist, — 
the manure of a hacienda is never spread over the land, but in every 
instance is thrown out of the way in heaps, and when the winds and 
son have sufficiently dried it, it is set on fire and suffered to con- 
sume. A gentleman once told me that he had seen a pile on fire for 
twelve months, the conflagration being Tery slow." 

t When a traveller is murdered, it is customary to bury him on 
the highway, and erect a cross over his grave. Gilliam says that 
'* he verily believes that there is not a mile on the thoroughfare, from 
Mexico to Vera Cruz, that has not flowed with the blood of plun- 
dered and murdered indiyiduals ; and where you may behold upon 
either hand the sad and many emblems of the crucifix over fedlen 
travellers." 

% •< There is no country in the world," says GiUiam, ** from the 
best information I could obtain, where individual citizens ho^d as 
large bodies of land as in Mexico, and it is estimated that, from 
seven millions of inhabitants, in all probability, less than five hundred 
thousand are the owners of all the terra firma of that rich eountry." 
14* 
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ao example of God^s ineicy, almost without a parallel. There 
was nothing that could save the nation but justice. The roannef 
in which this justice has been administered by the govemmeat 
of the United States is an eiounple worthy to be studied, and 
emulated by all the nations of die earth. Its e£Kdcts upon 
other nations of great power, will more than compensate for 
all the sufferings of the war. They will be led to reconsider 
the rights of their dependents, and more fully to provide for 
their wants. 

What Mexico may gain by the war, is nationality. If she 
improves her lessons of experience, they will yield her wis- 
dom and give her strength. She has been paid a sum of 
money for that which has yielded her nothing in the past, and 
which promised her nothing in the future. If her people 
would hold her remaining territory, let them study the condi- 
tions by which alone they can hope to succeed ; and, if th^ 
manifest a desire to do right, and persevere, they need have . 
no fear of failure.* 

Tlie gam to the government of the United States, is the pres- 
ervation of its own integrity. It has been true to the great 
cause of liberty, justice, and humanity. It has been true to 
republican principles ; true in the midst of temptation ; — true 
to itself, wherein are centred the hopes, the strength of all 
republics throughout the world. It has taught the great lesson, 
in fearful letters of blood, that republics are not to be exempted 

• "There is only one cure," says Macanlay, "for the evils whidi 
newly-ac<iuired freedom, produces, and that cure is freedom! "When 
a prisoner leayes his cell, he cannot bear the light of day ; he is 
tmable to discriminate colors, or recognize faces ; but the remedy is 
not to remand him into his dungeon, but to accustom l^iwi to the 
rays of the sun. The blase of trutii and liberty may at first dazzle 
and bewilder nations, which have become half blind in the house of 
bondage ; but let them gaze on, and tiiey will soon be able to bear it. 
In a few years men leam to reason ; the extreme violence of opinion 
•ubsides ; hostile theories COTrect each other ; the scattered elements ' 
of truth cease to conflict, and begin to coalesce ; at leng^, a system 
of justice and order is educed out of the chaos." 
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fVom nattonal calamities, if they permit national eyib and 
national wrongs ; that national greatness c<nis»ts in national 
goodness ; that national strength is to be found in the virtue and 
intelligence of the people. 

In the language of an eloquent senator,* ^^ National character 
is national power ; and the purer, the more elevated, tl» more 
spotless the character, the greater the power. I trust, there- 
fore, in Grod, that I am right in the opinion that this war b upon 
our part just and honorable. 

^^ Mexico is answerable for all these sad and sickening 
results. The war is just, because she commenced it It does 
exist by her act ; and, ao help me Grod, but for that conviction, 
as I reverence truth and detest felsehood, I would never have 
voted for tiie act of the tiiirteemh of May, 1846.^^ 

By the stipulation» of the tireaty of peace, the gain to our 
country b gain to the cai»e of firee<k>m. t Our government 
receives no treasure, our people receive no wealth. Not <mio 
man of our twenty millions of people has the individual ben- 
efit of a single farthing extorted from Mexico by the conquests 
when achieved. 

It b true, the ceded territory will doubtless prove of great con- 
sequence to the future ii^bitants of thb country ; but the priv- 
ileges secured are purely national, not individual, and they give 
power to a nation that b able and willing to protect them, and 
the universal cause^of ri^t in all coming time. The gain is 
not for the good of thb country alone, it b a gain to humanity. 
It b not for the American, but for the race. This continent b 
to be the vast asylum of the world, for man to inhabit, in hb 
weakness or strength, and to receive protection and encour- 
agement. 

The conqu^its of our army are not like those of the early 
ages of the worid, where confbcatiob of property, and where 
liberty, were the forfeitures of defeat We sought 4>ower that 
justice might be dotie, and protection given. Our government 
ai^ nothing from its people, but futhfulness to themselves, to 

♦ Hon. Reverdy Johnson, f See Appendix B B. 
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their rights, and to their institutions. Their moral ccmdition 
duuracterizes their institutions ; it gives them hirth, it gives them 
being. The people are made their own protectors, their own 
guides, their own masters. The government of the United 
States is but a manifestation of their wishes, an imbodiment of 
their power. 

It is asked, with apparent sincerity, by some, " What jright 
have we to invade Mexico ? What right have we to reduce a 
nation already too feeble to support itself, already too misera- 
ble for existence, and to dictate terms for settlement of expen- 
ditures which have given us the power to lay her prostrate at 
*our feet ? " 

By what right have we the power to do any thing ? By 
what right is the soil of our land divided among its people ? 
By what right does the citizen ask to be protected from wrong ? 
By what right do freemen claim liberty of thought and con- 
science ? By what right do we ask to be protected in our com- 
forts, pleasures, and homes ? By what right do we demand 
institutions of freedom and of knowledge ? 

By THE RIGHTS OF JUSTICE AND HUMANITY. By the rights 

developed in God's providence, and which may be extended to 
all people, when all people shall know the laws and under- 
stand them, by which men, and governments, and nations may 
live, flourish, and be happy. 

If man will but study the destiny of.mai>and of nations, he 
will see a harmony of constitution pervading the circles <^ 
soc^ty, and extending from a family to a nation, and from a 
nation to the world. There is a cause which would lift up the 
individual to the performance of the duties of social life ; there 
is another that would elevate the citizen for the good of his 
country ; there is another that seeks to give strength and char- 
acter to a nation, and still another that gives compacts and 
laws to nations, the greatest, the widest cause of all. The 
rights of nations are to be exercised for the good of nations. 
The universal good of nations consists in justice and integrity. 
In the name of this sacred causey the cause of God, the prog' 
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ress of man^ the freedom of mind and body throughout the 
whole earthy this war was prosecuted by the government of the 
United States^ in its wisdom^ as an act of justice. 

It is a passage of great truth, in one of the speeches of 
Governor Cass, that "All wars are to be deprecated, as well by 
the statesman as by the philanthropist. TTiey are great evils, 
but there are greater evils than these, and submission to injustice 
is among them. The nation which should refuse to defend its 
rights and its honor, would soon have neither to defend.^^ 
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PARTY YIEW3 AND PARTY PRINCIPLES. 



The present condition of political partiea in Ihla cotmlry^ is 
a aubject of singular interest to the citizen and to the observer* 
The elements which constitute the causes of difference, and 
the difference of principle, of profession and of action, are so 
diversified and opposite in character, t)iai it is a matter of no 
small difficulty for the candid railid to decide what course of 
inftuencc Is safest and beat ; to discriminate between the tran- 
sient and permanent, to draw a just line of distinction between 
tlie honest and dishonest pretensions of political leaders. 

In no country, perhaps, are the rights of the citizen, and 
the nature of goveniment, so much discussed as in this, not 
only by the well-informed, but by tlie ignorant; and yet 
there seeniB to be but little practical knowledge developed and 
systematized. 

There is, indeed, a diffusive expression of opinion, and an 
apparent maturity of judgment, but . a little attention to the 
views of many of those who claim to be the light of the peo- 
ple, must convince any one that they are not only selfish, but 
that they really have no philosophical I basis of their own. 

The modern politician is too superficial to bo a discerning 
leader, and too much the creature of circumstance to be a 
safe adviser- This is true, in some degree, of all parties. 
He sees hut a part of the whole, ^d judges the whole without 
regard to die parts. He appeals too much to local interesta 
and prejudices ; and if he cannot gain his ends by an open and 
frank avowal of his principles^ he is loo ready to employ indi- 
rect and unworthy means for their accomplishment. His 
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pdicy is a transient one ; and, instead of anticipating and pro- 
viding for the distant evils of favorite measures, he sees 
nodiing hut the present good. 

This vkw is no fiction, but a reality. We can exempt no 
State from the application ; it is due to all, and all seem to 
be mvolved in difficulties incident to selfishness. New expe- 
dients receive attention, to the neglect of settled principles, 
and the policy of the moment is in favor, at the expense of 
what should make the policy of a generation. Most parties 
^>eak much truth, in opposition to one another ; all parties 
commit their errors upon different subjects, at different 
periods. 

In this state of things, in this confusion of profession, of 
principle, of practice and malpractice, it requires an extraor- 
dinary degree of moral courage to stand above the temptations 
of designing men. 

It becomes the natural inquiry of the citizen how he is to 
distinguish the right from the wrong ; and, without more error 
than faUs to the lot of humanity, to do his duty to himself and 
to liis country. What make the standards of party ? Which 
standard is right, and how are others wrong ? 

We deem this a profitable subject of inquiry. It is not a 
new one. It may not be an interesting one. All will agree 
in its importance. If we do not enlighten our readers, they 
will admit, we doubt not, that it is some service to remind them 
of what they know and to render familiar the fundamental 
principles of our institutions, which should ever be present witli 
a peurty that trusts to be permanent. 

Parties are either permanent or transient ; the former recog- 
nizing fundamental jprinciples, which forever remam true ; the 
latter, organizing and reorganizing according to incidental cir- 
cumstances, local interests, special interests, or special reforms. 
The former raises its standard, declares its principles, and 
through them resich the various causes of reform, ai;id adopts 
all practicable measures that promise to conduce to the pros- 
perity of the country. The latter is either conservative, or 
ultra, or special, or local. It carries the standard of a day ; it 
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arowB but one principle of a thousand. It is partial, and looks 
to a single interest, severed from its connection with more 
important ones. It seeks to increase the power of the few, 
without regarding that the expense is to the nrany. It is con- 
servative in the great party, it is intolerant in the small. It 
existed yesterday, and to-day it is not. The influence of 
these parties is not continued and concentrated within them- 
selves ; but whatever they mature of ri^t soon reaches and 
is made to help and elevate the dominant party. 

We would not denounce such parties. We would not 
denounce any party. We claim to prove a party in the right ; 
and if a party be in the wrong, it may be shown by our stand- 
ard, or it may be proved so by its own measures. We do not 
mean that we would extend to such parties our favor, for this 
would be a compromise of principle. We do not mecm that 
we would spare them from attack, for this would be a com- 
promise of duty. We mean, that we will not denounce a party 
because we are not counted c»ie o^its rtiembers ; but we would 
subject it to the severest scrutiny, to the severest test known to 
science, or demanded by principle. We would try it by its 
own standard, and by that which we deemed to be permanent. 
We would prove it to be in the wrong, or admit it to be in the 
right. We would be firm without dogmatism, and bold with- 
out arrogance. 

We can see much good in the conflicts of party. Parties are 
not voluntary associations, made up of men who choose their 
part without reference to convictions. We have a higher 
respect for the people than to suppose that their faith is the 
result of their interest or their will. We do not deny excep- 
tions. Men act from the evidence that is in them, and around 
them, and before them. Their opinions are spontaneous, their 
motives rest in conscience, and their acts should appear in 
conformity to these. They are independent as individuals, 
and as individuals they act in parties. They have individual 
interests, and party interests. The individual seeks to bring 
the party to himself, but as all cannot be exemplars, all yield 
minor views, and unite on certain great and fundamental prin- 
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ctples. What cannot be gained at once, must come by 
degrees. What cannot be understood at once, must be tau^t 
by degrees. What is not practicable now, must be studied as 
a future measure. Party zeal may outstrip party prudence ; 
but party prudence should yield nothing to cowardice at the. 
expense of principle. While it is admitted that zeal may sare 
us from lethargy, it must be borne in mind that judgment may 
save us from the errors of careless or hasty thinking. 

The deep lines of party distinction represent frequently 
great and important interests. Men are influenced by what 
they have, or by what they want. They design to be true, but 
they are frequently blinded by their interest They design to 
be just, but they err in not respecting the motives of their 
opponents. They intend to be charitable, but they mistake the 
objects of charity for the subjects of censure.* 

The existence of parties constitutes tl» means of political 
progress. Parties may be violent, they may agitate a whole 
nation, and threaten its peace; but without this exercise no 
nation can ^ have maturity, no nation can have strength or 
acquire glory. What exercise is to the physical system, it is 
to tlie nation. It -develops its means of strength. The conflict 
of opinion is the exemise of mind ; the conflict of party make 
that of a nation. We would not encourage division unless 
made subservient to a well-tried standard, nor would we lament 
it if dictated by honest motives. 

In this country there are two gteat parties ; the democratic, 
or republican party, and the conservative, or whig party. 

The democratic party has its standard of principle and its 
rule of action. It seeks to- reach the whole people, and to 
secure equal rights to all, without unjust sacrifice to any. It 
stands upon the basis of the Constitution, and yields none of its 
safeguards to construction. It sustains the humblest citizen 
in all his rights, arid the States in their prerogatives of sover- 
eignty. It favors simplicity of life, jthe elevation of the 

• See Ai»peiidix C C. 
15 



170 PUTT VIKWS AND PIBTT PftlNCffLEt. 

peqple, and rigid eccmomy in the adnHnistmtion of goveroiaeDt 
It acts from itself outwardly, and seeks 4o extend the greatest 
good to the whde people. The declarations of the party, 
adopted years ago, still remain the standard. As new meas- 
ures are acted upon and determined, they cease to continue 
subjects of party discussion. Omitting these, the resolutions 
adopted by the BaltimonB convention, in 1844, were readopted 
by the conventicm of 1848. We copy them in our AppeikUji, 
as hnbodying fbndamental views.* 

The history of the democratic party shows that, when its 
measures have been tested, they have proved true to their ob^ 
jects. Having been the dominant party of ^e country, our 
prosperity as a saticm is justly attributable to its prudent meas- 
ures. In the operations of government, it has been prudent in 
its expenditures and faithfid to its trusts. We have inserted in 
the Appendix, tables exhibiting tlie receipts and expenditures 
of government from 1789 to 1846-7,f and the loss^ of 
government from 1789 to 1837.| The losses since 1844, have 
been very small, — indeed, we have no account of any. 

These tables exhilHt a degree of economy in the government of 
a nation which must be highly gratifying to all parties. It is a 
proper subject of national congtatulation at home, and it affords 
an example of most fearful import to other powers ajbroad. 

In noticing the conservative, or whig party, we speak of it 
as such, without wishing to be considered discourteous to the 
many estimable citizens whp rank themselves as members of it 
We invite them to an impartial examination of principles. If 
Ihey would characterize the measures of government by their 
talents and influence, their proper course, let us respectfully 
suggest, is to join the dominant party. 

The conservative party places its standard in particular 
measures. When those measures are lost, its standard is gene. 
It is in opposition to the dominant party. It is the veto party 
to the rights of the j^ec^le. 

* See Appendix DD. f See Appendix EE. % See Appendix FF. 
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It opposed the wmr of Afedisofi, in 1812. It qyposed the 
wacr with Mexico, in 1846-7.* It opposed the fi^ee-trade tariff 
of 1846i. It opposed the sah-treasury of 18^, and repealed 
it in 1841. It <^>posed the constttiitional tieasmy of 1846.t It 
iraorted to extraordinary exertions to sustain the Unhed States 
Batdc, uid to renew its charter. In ail these example^ their 
opposition was against their government, against the views, of 
a large majority of the people ; and time will prove that in no 
instance, on great questioDS, has the party been in the right 



♦ " Er^ry measure of policy to which the democratic party were 
pledged hy the resolutions of the Baltimore convention, in May, 1844, 
have been establislied, and the country is bow in the enjoyment of 
thSfr ftia froition." • • • «• Thus it is iq>parent that the whig 
party before tiui time would have ceased to exiaC» but for their oppo- 
aitioa to the war." — 3fr» Jngt*t tpeech. House of BeprumUativet, MOrch^ 
1848. 

This is true, in some degree, but not without qualification. The 
whigs will always continue as a party, though they may not be true 
to any particular etandard. Conservative influence is as important 
in politics as it is in sci^ce. Although it may of^xMe new sieasurea 
of progresflr it must be admitted that it fomishes new mo^ves to ex- 
ertion, and opens new sources of proof ind illustration to sustain 
truth, and to render more obvious the positions of error. The whig 
party is favored by great wealth, and its interests will ever incite it§« 
members to activity. Its ranks are lionored by ihsn. of splendid 
talents and extensive attainments ; and to deny the importance of 
their exercise and use to the country andJo the worid, would be an 
act of leckless folly and injustice. Their opposition to error will help 
to make it appear in its true light, and their opposition to truth, 
should their interests seem to req^e it, will tend to render its ben- 
efits more manifest. The party is strengthened and dignifledby such 
men as Webster and Clay ; but it cannot be true to them unless 
their' principles aiid measure of influence happen to coincide with its 
temporary interests and fluctuating notions of availability. Therefore, 
most of the sacrifices and mortifications of the party fall upon its 
leaders. This arises from the fact that, generally, the lovers of money 
are not lovers of science. Opmions are made subservient to interests. 

t The final vote of the house was 123 to 67. The vote of the sen- 
ate was 28 to 24 — strictly a party vote. 
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It is a party that hopes to succeed by the supposed enois 
of their oppcmeiits, without reference to any fuodameatal prin- 
ciples of their own. It iavors the interests of the rich, the 
power of c<Nrp<Hations, the influence of the few at the expense 
of the many. It claims for government a conservative ac^xm^ 
it claims for office an advis(»ry privilege, and for its members a 
superiority of position. 

The ^reat questions which have marked its acts having been 
settled, the party is now without a standard. They have been 
proved to be in the wrong by the success of widely different 
measures, upon the same subjects, of the dominant party. They 
are still in the opposition, and without a standard. They ask 
for power on any conditions. They ace willing to join any 
other party, if, by combination, they can defeat the democotcy, 
provided tlie victory, if gained, may be called their victory. 

There is too much truth in the remark of Matthew Carey, 
addressed by that writer, in the Olive Branch, to the federal 
party, in 1814, as applicable to the whig party of the present 
day: ^^Your party rises as your country sinks; it sinks as 
your country rises.'* 

When Greneml Jackson was elevated to the presidency,* they 
knew no precedent so dangerous as to elect a " military 
chieflain " to that high office. Now they have deserted their 
own great leaders because without prospect of success, and 
have confirpned the nomination of an independent candidate 
who acknowledges no party, and who is distinguished only as 
a military chieftain. He was one of the principal heroes of 
the Mexican war. They opposed the war, not because they 
deemed it unjust ; not because they were friendly to Mexico, -r— 
for while they were busy in their oppositicm, they voted 
supplies for the army and abused the Mexicans, — but because 
they had been opposed to the government of the people ; and, 
to be consistent, their opposition must be still continued. When 
it was found that the hero of Buena Yista was an available 
candidate, they came forward to sustain him as their candi- 
date, not because they approved his views, or that he was 
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pledged to sustain theirs, but because he was placed in oppon- 
ti<m to the candidate of the people. They had, in Massachu- 
setts, refused to vote him thanks for faithfully serving his coun- 
try ; not because they deemed him unwordiy, but because they 
were opposed to the administration that enabled him to become 
distinguished. Now that the war is finished, they participate 
in its glory, and are ready to make him president of the 
United States, not because be is conversant with the great 
principles of government, and has had experience in the 
administration of its affiiirs, but because he was successful in 
killing the Mexicans ; and yet, but a few months ago, they de- 
clared it the enormity of sins that they were killed at all. But 
it may be said, that " this was done under orders! " 

This is infinitely worse/ They are even willing to sustain 
General Taylor, as their candidate, at the expense of his 
honor and integrity, — to make it appear that he considered 
himself a mere hirelings and was ready to fight in an w^ust wear 
for a salary I • 

If General Tayior be what many suppose him, — a man of 
sound sense, of firmness, of patriotism, of honor, and integ- 
rity ; a gentleman of wealth, and wanting the aid of no man, 
of no government; a man, indeed, fitted by nature and educa- 
ticm to honor the highest ofiice of this country, — how shall we 
speak of a deliberate opinion, that such a person, a citizen 
soldier^ i^ould plan the destruction of an innocent people, the 
people of an iiyured nation I 

Having a high respect for that distinguished officer, we 
doubt much whether he will cOn^der such views either as 
creditable to their authors or complimentary to himself. If he 
should prove to be the choice of the people, and if we are. 
correct with respect to the peculiar features of his character, this 
party, we are inclined to believe, will have but little reason to 
congratulate themselves upon that influence which they covet, 

• Our army is made tip of citizens ; its officers are citizens ; and 
if any deem a war unjust, the way is open for resignation. 

15 • 
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or upon that haroKHiy of vlews^ of which they speak so muoh« 
and know so little. 

Upon the subject <^ slavery, this party is disposed tP take 
both sides of the question. It opposes Governor Cass because 
he is against the Wilmot Proviso. It opposes the Wilmot Ph>- 
Tiso, because General Taylor is not in fiiVor of it. It opposes 
Governor Cass, because he upholds the South in their constitu- 
tional rights in regard to slavery. It favors General Taylor, 
although they know htm to be pledged, as a citizen and slave- 
holder, to sustain those intere^ which include his own. 

We poipt out these p^uliar inconsistenci^ to illustrate our 
views, rather than to en^y any satisfaction which such an 
analysis yields. We candidly confess there is no pleasure to 
be derived from facts which seem to indicate so little self- 
respect, so little regard ibr party integrity, an4 so little faith 
in their own supposed great pnociples. 

A review pf the democnuic party of this country would 
exhibit results highly gratifying, but our limits ppeclude it in 
this place. It has had its share of error, unquestionably, but 
of its permanency, its triumphant success, no one can doubt 
Its measures have become a part <^ history, lia views have 
made the nation^s policy, and its principles the nation's glory. 

In this connection it is but an aot of justiee, due alike to the 
present administration^ and to the people, to notice two great 
measures which have already, proved the profound sagacity of 
their projectors, and have added s^ngth and gbry to the 
democratic par^. We alluda to 4he "codstituticwallicts- 
ury," and &e tariff of 184^. 
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THE CONSTITUTIONAL TKEASURT. 



The questkm of the eurreney is one of the most unportent, 
the tiaosl difficult, that can clann the aetion of govenunent or 
the attentioQ of the people. 

Wkhoutti good system of cttrrency, enterprise loses its in- 
ducements, business becomes confused, and industry ^uls to 
receive its just reward. 

In the currency of a country every man's interest is in- 
volved, and as it is regulated by government, as a question it is 
frequency made an engine of political influence. Its peculiar 
power is well understood by politicians. If times are prosper- 
ous, credit is given to the government for judicious manage- 
ment, even thouf^ govermnent has done noUiing to make 
diem so. If times are adverse or disastrous, then the govern- 
ment is. made responsible for the folly of the people, or their 
institutions^ and maiiy are ready to unite in opposition to all 
its measures, though the subject of the currency may not be 
involved in any one of them. 

A good system may be badly managed, or a bad system 
may be well managed, and both appear equally successful. 
A good system may be perverted, or subjected to extraneous 
influences. It becomes, therefore, a matter of great impor- 
tance that a system sho^d be as free as possible from all these 
contingent relations. That it should be independent in its oper- 
ations o( those circumstances of interest, excess of transaction, 
or adverse results of trade, of which this country has no 
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occasion to be advised. That its safeguards should be within 
itself, standing as a whole, in relation to the people. 

As yet such a system has not been reached. The different 
States have different banking systems, and with what success 
they have managed their affairs may be inferred from the 
fact that in fifty years— from 1789 to 1841 — 395 banks 
failed, involving a total loss to the country of nearly 
$400,000,000.» 

These systems in the different States have diversity of 
merit ; but the greatest source of difficulty in all failures of 
banks, has been found to be in their mismanagement There 
is one feature, however, which is common to them all. They 
admit a specie basis of silver and gold. This, then, is the only 
true standard known to, or that can be recognized by, our gen- 
eral government. 

It is true, at one period there was an United States Bank, an 
institution which appeared to accommodate the whole country. 
It was chartered, however, with no peculiar provisions not 
adopted by the State banks. It had a large capital, and it had 
its branches. Its basis, and its mode of doing business were 
nearly th^ same as those of the State institutions. It was 

• In 1841, the secretary of the treasury, the Hon. Levi Woodbury, 
made an able report on ** the losses by the general goyemment* 
and by th^ people of the United States, &om the use of banks and 
bank paper," from which we take the following 

SUMMABT. 

Losses by bank failures, $108,882,721 

Losses by suspension of specie payments by banks ; 
consequent depreciation on their notes, ------ 95,000,000 

Losses by destruction of bank notes by accident, 7,121,332 

Losses by counterfeit bank notes, beyond losses by coin, 4,444,444 
Losses by fluctuations in bank currency affecting prices, 
extravagance in living, sacrifices of property, and by 
only a part of the other fiicidents to the banking sys- 
tem, not computed above, at least, .---*-... 150,000,000 



Aggregate, computed, a-.---, ^66,461.497 
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exposed to the same errors, to the same dangers, to the 
same temptations. It had no vital conservative principle of 
its own. It was in the hands of men to be managed for safety 
and for interest. These two ccHiditions are not alwajrs compat« 
iHe with each other. The conditions of safety may not always 
conduce to our interests, and it is certain that our supposed 
interests do not always lead to safety. The system of discount 
is a system of credit It is the assumption of risk, for an 
interest, and therefore subject to the contingencies of trade, 
k is more than this ; the prevailing system of discount is a 
pdwerful stimulant to trade, and perhaps to this source more 
than to any other, are attributable the great evils of over-trad- 
ing and speculation of the present day. The trader.is induced 
to sell on credit, and to obtain discounts on all his transactions. 
In this 'Way he makes a large capital out of his sales, although 
his real capital may be a small one. He trusts a custom- 
er a certain amount for a commission, and on a certain term 
of time, but he instantly parts with the bill of his customer to a 
bank, and pays interest, realizing ready money for a new trans- 
action. This, often repeated, is called '*^good business.^' The 
debts are transferred to the banks, and they become parties to 
the sales and risks, for interest 

The objection to thb S3rstem of discount is, that it tempts 
men to speculate beycmd their means. What tempts one, 
tempts all ; and the aggregate of transactions soon exceeds the 
capacity of the currency of the country, and failures become 
inevitable. If it were required that every man should give 
direct security for loans, as such, and if every trader who 
^ve credit were required to wait for payments from his cus- 
tomers, busmess would become more permanent. Sales would 
be less, but profits would be more. Risks would be lessened, 
and failures could seldom happen. 

But this is not the present conditicm of things. The banks 
are involved in the business of the country. They are subject 
not only to the disasters of mismanagement, but to the frauds, 
errors, and follies of the whole trading and speculating com- 
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muni^. They part with a portion of their power of self-pro- 
tection whenever they assume a risk. They may exercise 
their host judgment, their nicest prudence, but neither good 
judgment or prudence will prevent tl» errors of others.. ^ 

At one time, there was no man in the country more 
respected for his sound judgment and financial s^ill, than 
Nicholas Biddle, president of the United States Bank, chartered 
by the State of Pennsylvania. That he had as much/ ability to 
manage a bank well, as any other man, we have no doubt. His 
operations were great, because his means weare greiU:; and 
though similar mistakes in less degree had been committed by 
others, diousands of times, his errors were called great errors 
because connected with great sums. He was made to beUeve 
that he possessed more power than he really did possess; and 
it is easy to see, that after this step was gained, it led to anoiher 
and a more fatal one. He was asked to give more aid than he 
was able to give. Others were made to believe that he had 
the power^ and he adopted the error, and attempted to execute 
fincmcial impossibilities. In the end, he alone was unjustly 
held responsible. The results are before Ae world. The 
b^nk committed its errots, and lost its power. It failed. The 
government of the bank, doubtless, had' its share of error in 
its operations ; but the actual causes of its failure were with 
those who subjected the institution to transactions that were in- 
evitably ruinous in their nature. It is true, the bank had the 
power to negative a proposi^on, but it must be remembered 
that even this is often mastered by superior inflkience, or supe- 
rior interests. This batik differed from other banks only in 
the extent of its capital. It was no safer because it was large. 
If it had more means it was subjected to more risks, and in no 
way was it exempted from the penalties of error, iraud, or 
mismanagement. 

It was ah extraordinary foresight in President Jackson, that 
the former Bank of the United States, by his firmness and 
influence, failed to obtain a renewal of its charter. But for 
his firmness and unexampled integrity it would have be^n 
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eontmiied, periu4>s, e^en totys day. He saw in it eLemenli 
ncyt warranted by die GcHistitiitioii, and such as were dangeroua 
to ihe best interests of the country. It was liable to great 
abuses ; it became liiQ agent of political power, and in the 
end it even attempted to master the goremment itself. Its 
fHends were indignant at hs fall, but that indigna^on gave way 
to calm reflection, and, after a ruinous experiment to estaUiA 
a similar one under a State chiurter, ihey have become per- 
suaded that the people can prosper in ^ absence of a United 
States Bank. 

When the ehaiter of this baidc expired, our government waa 
compelled to rely upon the State banks as places (^ deposit of 
^t)B public funds. This was a necessity rather than a choice. 
The con^uences were 1>ad Cor government and fatal to some 
of ihe banks. It could not well be otherwise, in the nature of 
flings. New transactions, risks, and temptations were multi- 
plied beyond the wants of the commututtes in which the banks 
were located, and losses followed. The experiment furnished 
another striking example, tending to prove that the government 
ought not to rely for the safety of its funds upon banks. 

It soon became a leading question with government, what 
system i^ould be adopted for the collection, disbursement, and 
safe keeping of the public moneys. 

In 1840, a sub-treasury was established, but it was repealed 
lyjr Ae whigs in 1841. 

The present constitutional treasury was established in 1846, 
hnd it commenced its operations in January, 1^7. 

It takes th^ standard of k\\ the banks, and receives and pays 
nothing but specie.* It is made strictly tlie agent of the gov- 

• " If Congress wero to pass forty statutes on the subject," said 
Mr. Webster, in 1816, " they could not make the law more imperative 
than it now is, that notliing should be received in payment of duties 
to the goyemment but specie. The whole strength of the govern- 
ment, I am of opinion, should be put forth to compel the payment of 
the duties and taxes to the government in the legal currency of the 
country." 
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erament for the people. It loans no money, incurs no risks. 
Its business is simply to receive, to keep safely, and to pay out 
according to the requisitions of law. 

The effects g^ the constitutional treasury upon the banks 
have proved in the highest degree beneficial. Its reserve of 
^)ecie is a check upon their discounts. It is not counted as a 
part of their means, and therefore cannot make a part of their 
loans. (See Appendix G G. and H H.) 

A community is not made richer by having unlimited ac- 
cess to money under the conditions of discount Far fr6m 
it It is made poorer. The spirit of industry which seeks the 
use of money is generally a safe one. But the motive which 
offers money to industry b generally a selfish or a speculative 
<Hie. Money being the ultimate object of trade, as controlling . 
all classes of property, each person aims at increasing his share* 
without sufficiently thinking that the success of the few is at 
the expense of the many. 
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FREE TRADR TARIFF OF 1846. 



Trade is the exchange of commodity. The basis of trade 
is industry. Industry produces, and it is the function of trade 
to exchange.* How far trade should be controlled and indus- 
try protected by law, have been die great and exciting tcariff 
questions of the country. 

To understand thid subject, we reduce it to its elements. To 
do it justice would require a treatise, and our brief allusion to 
it is^ for the purpose of asking attention to the results of the 
tariff of 1846. 

As all nations must have sources of revenue, means to pay 
the expenses of government, it becomes an important question 
how far home indiistry may be protected by an assessment of 
duties on articles of foreign production or manufacture, which 
are imported to displace similar articles of our own ? 

All taxes for government purposes are apt to be regarded as 
evils, and it becomes the study of the political economist, how 
these supposed evils may be balanced by a system of compen* 
sation. No direct taxes, for example, are assessed upon the 
people by the general government. But duties are imposed 
upon foreign articles ; merchsints pay the duties, and the peo- 

* '*Man/' says Archbishop "Whately, "might be defined as an 
animal that makes exchanges ; no other, even of those animals which 
make the nearest approach to rationality, having to all appearance 
the least notion of bartering, or in any way exchanging one thing for 
another." — PoUticdl Eamom^t Lecture I. 
16 
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pie pay the merchants. Afler all, the tax is upon the people, 
but so indirectly, that they hardly perceive it in their ordinary 
purchases at the shops. 

It may be remarked that the operative is chiefly confined in 
his purchases to home products, — his means not being suffi- 
cient t6 indulge in foreign luxuries, or the more costly fabrics.* 
By this exemption (^ necessity, he gains a par^ protection on 
his labor, and the tax falls more upon his employer, or upon Ihoae 
whose means do not limit them to articles of home production. 

How far this 83r8tem may be carried with undoubted advan- 
tage, is a question in the process of solution. Various^ experi* 
ments in this country, however, i^ow conclusively, in our 
humble opinion, thit it is a system of taxation that should be 
confined to Ae mere wants of government To this extei^, 
even, it is an evil. Perhaps this form of taxation is as little 
obnoxious to objection as any other, but its inequality is ob- 
vious, wlttle its ultimate results are doubtful. Besides, it Jnust 
be considered that this inequ^ity is not confined to classes of 
citizens. It is io be found in the local or sectiiHial iatereats 
of the country. The South may be called upon to pay 
the taxes of the North, and vice vprsa. Whoever prefers 
foreign products to his own, is called upon ta pay for his 
preference. , , . 

If we consider the sulyect of trade, we are led to inquire 
into the conditions of industry. Whatever favojs the latter 
cannot injure the former, but terafc to promote it 

Industry is tfie employment of the human faculties in the 
great objects of life. It is moral, or physical : the moral, em- 
bracing whatever rektes^ to man ^s a beiug of accountabil- 
ity and improvement ; and the physical, embracing whatever 
relates to man as a being of labor or skill for the means of 
subsistence. 

The great problem for solution, is, how man as a being of 

* It should he stated, however, that t)ie operatives purchase many 
foreign imports, wMcli are the necessaries of life, such as su(^, dif- 
fiearent kinds of iron, &c. &c. 
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laJbor and skill may best suooeed. As the objects of induBtry 
are essentially controlled l^ nations, this becomes a natiomd 
question, to be decided by each nation for itself^ 

Bfen is both the being of production and consus^tion, the 
mibjeet of want and the agent of supply. This mutual ar- 
rangement of tlependence is in harmony with the great laws 
of progress, and leads to those dianging mpdes of actiyi^ 
which develop man and nature. 

With a proper idea of the great ends of industry, we 
may better unders^md the conditioDS most conducive to suc- 
cess* ^ 

It is the business of gbb man to aew and harvest the wheat ; 
of another to bolt it ; of another to find a market for the flour. 
This divisioiL of labor is applied to ev^ry thing, and leads to 
trade, commerce, and navigc^ion. Man becomes the competi- 
tor of man throughout the world. All the products of tfie 
earth are placed within the reach of every people, and the 
mdustry of one nation is made to stimulate and to promote the 
industry of aU nations. 

Inventive genius is in requisition to reach new objects,, to 
increase power, and to lessen labor. Skill is demanded to 
compete with skill, and men are transferred by interest from 
country to country, to extend their knowledge, and to exert 
their peculiar powers. ^Iroads have made the citizens of a 
country neighbors at home, and steamships have made them 
neighbors abroad. Diversity of character leads to diversity 
of wants, and wants lead to interests. New products are dis- 
covered, new coimbinations and applications are developed, 
new wants are created, and new sources of comforts realized. 
Without these new resources, constancy ^ringing up on the 
great highway of time, industry would be checked by the 
increase of population, or by the increased power of produc- 
tion, and man would become indolent sind corrupt, and nations 
would sufier and decay. But with these resources,^ what hut 
freedom of 4koughty of action^ of JuboTy of trade^ of enter-' 
prise^ will subserve the great interests of man 7 Haw else can 
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we he true to the laws wkich are torUten hy the hand ofProvu 
dence upon the broad face of nature ? ♦ , 

There is no condition exempt from labor, it is the cmnmon 
lot of humanity. The idle suffer, and their suffering is more 
than labor. The life of an idle man is short The same is 
true of nations. Labor is the condition of success, industry 
of comfort, integrity of happiness. Whatever promotes these 
promotes the good of a country. Whatever competition is to 
the individual, industry is to the nation. 

It is a wise law of Providence, that the business of man 
shall subserve his moral being, and that his business success is 
made to depend, in a great measure, on his moral integrity. 
Men and nations are brought together by their wants and inter- 
ests. Examples of failure serve to illustrate causes of success. 
Competition invites to improvement and progress. Men learn 
the conditions of prosperity, and the penalties of error and sin; 

• "The introdtiction of tke principles of free trade removes many 
of the causes of sectional jealousies, and diminishes the subjects of 
necessary legislation. If the extension of our people increases the 
difficulties of free government, the march of mind developa new 
resources for overcoming them. That there are limits to this capa- 
city is not to be denied ; but it is equal, I believe, to the accomplish- 
ment of the mission upon which we were sent. Can a more magnifl- 
cent destiny be conceived |ihto Hie reaUzation of such hopes ? — to 
fill a continent of space with all the elements of light, life, and 
civilization, in their purest forms and highest combination ; to wring 
from the reluctant grasp of earth the fruits which she yields only to 
human skill and industry, and to discover resources in the boundless 
stores of nature for every new or increasing want which a progressive 
dvilization may develop ; to acquire a moral influence more extensive 
and enduring than any power <^ the sword, and which enforces 
homage, not from the lips, but the heart of every human being who 
can feel the force of beneficent example. Happy ourselves, and the 
cause of happiness in others, what higher tribute could we ofier to 
Him who has endowed us with unparalleled advanti^es, than the 
spectacle of such a power guided by the spirit of justice and modera- 
tion, and directed to virtuous ends ?" — Speech of the Bon, Mr, Hunter, 
U, 8, Senate, Feb, 1848. 
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They are self-moved to avoid the one and to observe the 
other. 

With a knowledge of these laws, it is ea^ to see that 
the greater the freedom given to the industry and trade of a 
nation, the greater are the inducements to activity.* If its 
people are ambitious to excel, they have before them the en- 
couragements of a world. 

If nations would prosper and live, their only hope is to be 
found in their intelligence, industry, and faithfulness. The 
subject of free trade is not one merely of pecuniary relations, 
— these afford only the means of advance. It is a subject of 
moral interest, and one of deep concern to posterity. 

If the prohibitory system were right for one nation, it would 
be right for all nations, — and commerce would cease. This 
course is not adopted because it is opposed to the interests and 
experience of all — as already ascertained. 

The protective policy, as such, has its domestic evils. Its 
encouragements lead to excesses, and to instabilitjr.f Its in- 
ducements to enterprise fluctuate and become neutralized by 
home competition. It diverts labor from its accustomed chan- 
nels to temporary objects, at a loss to the poor. It gives rise 
to corporations with power of capital detached from the con- 
ditions of industry^ which tend to prostrate individual enter- 
prise. It builds up factories and takes the young from their 

♦ See Appendix II.- 

t " In 1828, the mann&cturersy as a body, fidled. It was much 
easier to tell who had sunriyed the shock than to enumerate all that 
had fallen. A tariff was passed to save them, and they failed ^the 
feister after it was passed, besides the commercial fulurcs which fol- 
lowed, not of people who had been insolvent for years, but of those 
who a year before were worth- their tens of thousands, not to say 
their hundreds of thousands of dollars, and who had managed their 
business with ability and prudence. During most of the year 1829, 
the pressure continued till factory stock could hardly be given away, 
and shares which cost a thousand dollars, in some cases wfere sold for 
a five dollar bill, and in others would not bring that price." — From 
a S^teeeh delivered in Sakm, March, 1834, by Hon, Bobert Ranioul, dr, 

16 • 
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aeliools, mnd from the moral atmosphero of their homes.*" It 
gives birth to cities, made up of people linked with mere 
machinery, without adequate means of moral and intellectual 
culture. We do not speak of examples, but of tendency. 
This country has not age enough to see the resuhs of such a 
policy, and we are rejoiced to know that we have men of suffi- 
cient wisdom to establish a system that promises permanency 
and prosperity. 

' I I l l I I I * I I I I I ■! I I ■ III ^ I t 1 

* It is scarcely possiUe to speak of the Tast aocomulatioii of 
masses ofliiimaa beingiiiithe mamiiWctariftg districts -^<^<A0 aratoded 
hivet" as they hare been called, — without something like anxiety 
and apprehension*" 

** The employment of in&nf labor is very generally urged as t^e 
worst feature in the factory system, but it^ls generally recognized 
that this Is a resutt of a greater tevU, and in many cases an an^tia-* 
tion of it, arising from the disturbance of the parental and filial 
relations in manu&cturing districts. The operatiyes are absent from 
home all day, and in many oases^ from the crowded state of the 
lodging-houses, have bo importunity fbi conversation or social union 
with their families at night. Hence there is a want of thofe domes- 
tic feeHngB, reciprocally fbstered by domestic intercourse ^— r wftnt 
which, to the operatives themselves, is ^h craving void,' scarcely 
suspected by those who are not intimate with their condition. 
Mo^eiB Mmaia al the mill during the period of theur pregnancy to 
the very last hour of physical endurance, and they return to work 
at the earliest possible moment after their recovery. HencQ there is 
a sad waste of infemt life during the periods of lactation and tecfChing, 
and when this critical time is past, there is an absence of parental care 
and superintendence, which exposes children to firming habits -of 
vagrancy and idleness." 

'* To destroy the-fiEKstory system is not practicable if it were deelr- 
able, nor i^uite desirable if practicable. But though we cannot des- 
tr6y, we may use and regulate ; we may so mould the course of its 
development as to render it the source of increased morality, in- 
creased prosperity, and increased social happiness to the British 
empire, and to every individual that empire contains." — r<if^> 
Natural EUtory qf Sodftif* 

The pe<^ of the United States should be ailmnnished by the 
expexMnce of Oreat Britain^ 



FREE TEADl.- TARIFF OF 1846. 187 

We should regret to have our views construed as hostile to 
Ae manufacturing interests of this country. Far from it We 
would favor them, foster them, encourage them. Not hy false 
hop^, or deceptive measures of protection, but by extending 
their markets and improving their fabrics. We would ccwn- 
mend to them a business of prudence, in preference to one of 
risk ; a permanent business, instead of a fluctuating one ; an 
individual interest in preference to a company interest ; and 
moderate dividends, that shall be uniform, in preference to 
laige dividends, which are occasional. 

To no citizen is our country more indebted for enlightened 
and practical views upon the tariff question than to the present 
able secretary of the treasury, the Hon. Robert h Walker. 
His thoughts have become acts, and his experiments have 
beoeme the policy of the nation* -When we consider with 
what ability his opponents were arrayed against him, with 
what influences of rank and wealA they sought to establish an 
(^posite system, we cannot but regard his victory as one of the 
greatest moral triumphs of the age. What Cobden has done 
for England, he has done for America. (See Appendix 

jj.> 
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DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 

OF THS CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, OGTOBEB 14, 177^ 

^ Whereas, since the close of the last war, the British Padiamenl;, 
claiming a power of right to bind the people of America by stat- 
Tites in all cases whatsoever, hath in some acts expressly imposed 
taxes on them, and in others, nnder varioas pretences, but infkct 
for the purpose of raising a revenue, hath imposea rates and duties 
payable in these colonies, e8tal>lished a board of conmiissioners, 
with unconstitutional powers, and extended the jurisdiction of Courts 
of Admiralty, not only for collecting the said duties, but ibr the trial 
of causes merely arising within the body of a county : 

" And whereaB, in consequence of other statutes, judges, who 
before held only estates at will in their offices, have been made 
dependent on the crown alone for their salaries, and standing 
arpiies kept in times of peace ; and whereas it has lately been 
resolved in Pariiament, that by fofce of a statute, made in the 
thirty-fifth year of the reign of King Henry the Eighth, colonists 
may be transported to England, and tried there, upon accusations 
for treasons and misprisions, or concealments, of treasons committed 
in the cdonies, and by a late statute, such trials have been directed 
in cases therein mentioned : 

" And #hereas, in the last session of Parliament, three statutes 
were made ; one entitled * An Act to discontinue, in such manner, 
and for such time, ajs are therein mentioned, the landing and dis- 
charging, lading, or shipping of goods, wares, and merchandise, at 
the town and within the harbor of Boston, in the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay, in North America ;' iHbother entitled * An Act 
for the better regulating liie government of the Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, in New England ;'^ and another entitled * An Act for 
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the impartial administration of justice, in the cases of persons 
questioned for any act done by them in the execution of the law, 
or for the suppression of riots and tumults, in the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay, in New England:' And another statute was 
- then made, * for making more efieetnal (Hrovision for the government 
of the Province of Quebec,* &c. All which statutes are impolitic, 
unjust^ and cruel, as well as unconstitutional, and most dangerous 
and destructive of American rights : 

^ And whereas, assemblies have been frequently dissolved, con- 
trary to the rights of the people when they attempted to delibei^tte 
on grievances; and their dutiful, humble, loyal, and reasonable, 
petitions to the crown for redress have been repeatedly treated 
with contempt, by his majetity's ministers of state : 

** The good people of the several colonies of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Newcastle, Kent, 
and Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, Vir|^a, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina, justly alarmed at these arbitrary proceedings of 
Parliament and admimstration, have severally elected, constituted, 
and appointed Deputies to meet and sit in General Ccmgress, in the 
city of Philadelphia, in order to obtain such establishment, as that 
their religion, laws, and liberties may not be subverted ; whereupon 
the deputies so appointed being now assembled, in a full and free 
representation of these colonies^ takjng into their most serious con- 
sideration the be^t means c^ attaining the ends aforesaid, do, in the 
first place, as Englishmen their ancestors in like cases have usually 
done, for asserting and vindicating their ri^ts and liberties, 
DECLARE, , 

*^ That the inhabitants of the English cdonies in North America, 
by the immutable laws of nature, the principles of the Englii^ 
Constitution, and the several charters or compacts, have the fol- 
lowing RIGHTS : — 

*" Resolved, N. C. D.* 1; That they ar^ entitled to Hfe, liberty, 
and property ; and they have never ceded to any sovereign power 
whatever a right to dispose^c^ either, i^ithout their consent 

** Mesolvedy N» C. D. 2. That our ancestors, who first settled 
these colonies, were, at the time of their emigration ^m the 
mother- country, entitled to all the rights, liberties, and immunities^ 
ci firee and natural-bom subject^ within the realm of England. 

* NmrUne e&ntradicente, no person opposing, or disagreeing. 
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^^Etmdved, N. C. D. 3. That by each emigmtioBy they by no 
meaafl forfeited, surrendered, or lost, any of those rightly bat that 
Ihey were, und their descendants now are, entitled to the ex^xtise 
and enjoyment of all such of them as their local and other cixciun- 
stances enaUe them to exercise and enjoy. 

^^Re9oioed, 4. That the foundation of English liberty, and <^ aU 
free govetnaient, is, a right in the people to participate in their 
legislatiye council; and as the Engtish colonists are not repre- 
sented, and, from their local and other circumstances, cannot 
propeily be rqiresented, in the British Parliament, they are entitled 
to a &ee and exclusive pow^ of legislation in their several pro- 
vincial legislatures, where their ri^t of representation can alone 
be unreserved, in all cases <^ taxation and internal polity, subject 
only to the negative of tiieir sovereign, in such manner as has been 
heretofore used and accustomed ; but, from the necessity of the case 
and a regard to the mutual interests of both countries, we cheer- 
fully consent to the operation of such acts of the British Parliament, 
as are, banajidt, restrained to the regulation of our external com- 
merce, for the purpose of securing the commercial advantages of 
the whole empire to the mother country, and the commercial bene- 
fits of its respective members ; excludiiig every idea of taxation, 
internal or external, for raising a revenue on the siri)jects in Amer- 
ica, without their consent 

" Ruolvedy N. C. D. 5. That the respective <^olonies are entitled 
to the common law of England, and more especially ta the great 
and inestimable privilege of being tried by their peers of the 
vicinage, according to the course of that law. 

*^ Besohedy 6. That they are entitled to the benefit of such of 
tiie ^iglish statutes as existed at the time of their colcmization ; 
and which they have, by experience, respectively found to be appli- 
cable to their several local and other circumstances. 

*^ Reaolved, N. C. D. 7. That these, his majesty's colonies^ are 
likewise entitled to all the immunities and privileges granted and 
confirmed to them by royal charters^ or secured by their several 
c6des of provincial laws. 

""Resolvedy N.C.J). 8. That they have a right peaceably to 
assemble,^ consider of their grievances, and petiticm the king ; and 
that aU prosecutions, prohibitory proclamaticms, and commitments 
for the dame, are illegal. 

** BeMototdy N. C. D. 9: That the keeping a standuig army in 
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these colonies, in times of peace, without the consent of the legis- 
lature of that colony m which soch anny is kept, is against law. 

^Rtsolvedy N. C. D. 10. It is indispensably necessazy to good 
government, and rendered, essential by the English Constitution, 
that the constituent branches of the legislature be independent of 
each other ; that, therefore, the exercise dT legislative power, in 
several colonies, by a council appointed, during pleasure, by the 
crown, is unconstitutional, dangerous, and destructive to the free- 
dom of American legislation. 

^ All and each of which, the afcnresaid deputies, in behalf of them- 
selves and their constituents, do claim, demand, and insist ^n, as 
their indubitable ri^ts ^d liberties ; which cannot be legally tak^i 
from, them, altered, or abridged, by any power whatever, wkhoitt 
their own consent, by their representatives, in their several ^irovin- 
cial legislatures." 



The Press, Railroiids, and the Magnetic Telegraph. 

^ Intelligence is diffused with unparalleled iiniyersality ; a free 
press teems with the choicest productions of all nations and ages. 
There are more daily journals in the United States than in the 
world beside. A public document of general interest is, within a 
month, reproduced in at least a milHon of copies, and is brought 
within the reach of every freeman in the country." — Bancrofts 
K%gt.U.S. 

This was true in 1834 ; and since that time improvements of every 
kind have been multiplied to a degree truly astonishing. Steam- 
ships arrive from Great Britain, either at Boston or New York, every 
week ; and we have an extent of railroads in the United States of 
more than 6000 miles ; an extent of the magnetic telegraph conductor, 
completed at the present time of more than 5000 miles, and project- 
ed, and advancing rapidly towards completion, about 11,000 miles. 
Some of the companies are extending a second line between the prin- 
cipal cities. These are embraced in the above estimate. 

The following beautiful passage occurs in the speech of Governor 
Cass, delivered in the U. S. Senate, February 10, 1847, on the Tkrte 
MUlumBia:-^ 

" The senator from South Carolina has presented some views of 
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our augmenting population as tine as they are striking. At the 
commencement of his life and of mine, this country contained tiu'ee 
millions of inhabitants, giving a rate of increase which doubles 
our numbers every twenty-two years. There are those yet living 
who will live to see our confederacy numbering a population equal 
to the Chinese empire. This stupendous progress outstrips the 
imagination. The mind cannot keep up with the fiict R toUs (ifler 
U in vain ; and as we increase in numbers and extend in space, our 
power of communication is still more augmented. The telegraph 
has come with its wonderful process to bind still closer the portions 
of this empire, as these recede from its capitaL It is the most 
admirable invention of modem days. We can now answer the 
sublime interrogatory put to Job : ^ Canst thou send lightnings, that 
they may go, and say unto thee. Here we are ! ' Yes, the corus- 
cations of heaven man has reduced to obedience, and they say unto 
him. Here we are. It is yet in its infancy — an experiment, rather 
than an arrangement Who can tell where future improvements 
may conduct it; or what sway it may hereafter exercise over the 
social and political condition of the world ? what people it may 
bring together and keep together by the power of instantaneous 
communication ? or how the «vents of distant nations, told almost 
to ^e other side of the globe, the very moment of their occurrence, 
may affect the future destiny of mankind ? " 



C. 

From the Speech of Hofu H. V. Johnson^ U, S, Senate^ delivered 
February, 1848. 

**^ In the progress of the discussions on the topics connected wilii 
the war, a good deal has been said in ridicule of what is called 
* manifest destiny.' Now, sir, I am a believer in thip doctrine ; but 
I would not employ precisely these words to express my opinion. 
I would say, that I believe it to be the manifest design of Provi- 
dence, either that the whole of North America should be embraced 
within our Republic, or that, through the influence of our institu- 
tions, it is to become the theatre of the highest civilization and 
freedom. Yet, sir, I am no propagandist I would not force the 
adoption of our form of government upon any people by the sword. 
But if war is forced upon us, as this has been, and the increase of 
* 17 
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oar territory, and conseqaently the extension of the area of human 
liberty and happiness, shall be one of the incidents of such a con- 
test, I believe we should be recreant to our noble mission, if we I 
refused acquiescence in the high purposes of a wise Providence. 
War has its evils. In all ages it has been the minister of wholesale 
death and appalling desolation ; but, however inscrutable to us, it 
has also been made, by the all-wise Dispenser of events, the instru- 
mentality of accomplishing the great end of human elevation and 
human happiness. Civilization, like her heaven-bom pioneer mother, 
Christianity, has been compelled to force on her steady march, for 
more than eighteen hundred years, amidst the revolutions of em- 
pires, which have stained with blood her robe of whiteness. But, 
converting every obstacle to her progress into a weapon of victory, 
she shall encincture the globe with her girdle of light It is in 
this view that I subscribe to the doctrine of ^manifest destiny.' It 
is in this view that I believe the whole of North America is conse- 
crated to freedom. Neither legislation nor treaties can set bounds 
to the triumphant spirit of the age, which threatens thrones and 
dynasties, and augurs an entire remodelling and renovation of the 
social and political condition of the world. The results of war 
and the developments of science are but the echoes of the voice 
of Prophecy. The one opens the door for civilization, and the other 
sends its ministers by the power of steam, and speeds them upon 
the wing of the * seraphic lightning.'" 

From the Speech of Hon, Mr, Hunter, U, S. Senate, 1848. 

" If my imagination were tasked to select the highest blessing 
for my countrymen, I should say. May they be true to themselves 
and faithful to their mission. I can conceive of nothing which it is 
possible for human effort to attain, greater than the destiny which 
we may reasonably hope to fulfiL If war has its dreams, dazzling 
in splendid pageantry, peace also has its visions of a more enduring 
iorm^ of a higher and purer beauty. To solve by practical demon- 
stration the grand problem of increasing social power consistently 
with personal freedom — to increase the efficiency of the human 
agent by enlarging individual liberty — -to triumph over, not only 
the physical, but, more difficult still, the moral difficulties which lie 
in the path of man's progress, and to adorn that path with all that 
is rare and useful in artj and whatever is highest in civilization, are, 
m my opinion, the noblest achievements of which a nation is capa- 
ble. These are the ends to which our ambition should be directed." 
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From the SpeetA of the Son. R, Johnaon, U. & Senate, Jan, 10, 11, 1848. 

** Sir, I am not to be driven into a different course by being told 
that it would leave us a pecuniary loss. With me, Mr. President, 
loss of money is nothing to loss of character. With me the bound- 
less wealth of the world would be as nothing, compared with what 
I should esteem the incalculable loss attending the destruction of 
our nationid character. But, sir, it is not true that a peace accom- 
plished- on Uie terms to which I haviB referred would leave us with- 
out indenmity. ' Sir, we have indemnity in the history of this war. 
It is to be found in the many glorious battle-fields which it has pre- 
sented to an astonished world. It is to be found in the delight 
which electrified every American heart at the r^ult of «veiy con- 
flict it is to be {inind in die security which it furnishes against 
the disturbers of our peace hereafter. A few hundreds of millions, 
(even if it should go to hundreds,) that may be expended, will be 
forgotten even while spoken of, while the glory and renown which 
it haa hei^d upbn the American character will be remembered as 
long as time itself shall endure. I am not, therefore, to be told 
that peace on- such telms would leave us losers, in the true, high, 
and moral sense of the tenn." 



E. 

PLAN OF IGUALA. 

" Art. 1. The Mexican nation is independent of the Spanish 
nation, and of every other, even on its own continent 

" Art. 2. Its religion shall be the Catholic, which all its inhab- 
itants profess. 

"Art. 3.- They shall be united, without any distinction between 
Americans and Europeans. 

" Art. 4. The government shall be a constitutional monarchy. 

"Art. 5. A junta shall be named, consisting of individuals who 
enjoy the highest reputation in the different parties which have 
shown themselves. 

"Art. 6. This junta shall be under the presidency of his excellen- 
cy the Count del Venadito, the present viceroy tjf Mexico. 
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** Akt. 7. It Bhall govern in the name of the nntiou, according to 
tiia laws now in forccpaod its pnncipol busitiess shall be to convoke, 
ftccording to such rules as it shall deem expedient, a Congreaa for 
Ihe foTraation of a conatitnilon n^ore guitahle to the country. 

^*Art. 8, His majoBty Ferdinand VFL ahdl lie invited to the throne 
of the empire, and in case of hia refiiflal» the Infuntes Don Cailoa 
, and Don Francisco de Panla. 

** Art, 9. Should his m&jcsty Ferdinand Vlh and hia augnat broth- 
era decline the invitation, the nation is at liberty to invite to the im- 
perial throne any member of rei^ng HiiTulies whom it may adect 

» Art. 10. The formation of the constitution by the Con^reas, and 
the oatli "of the emperor to observe it, must precede his entry into 

tlie country, ^ i ■ , j 

"Art, U. The distinctionof castes ia abolished, which w^ maie 
by the Spanish law, excluding tliem from the rights of citizenahip. 
Ml the inhabitantfl of Uie country are citizena and equal, and the 
door of advancement ia open to virtue and merit 

"Art. 12. An army shalJ be fonned for the support of religion, 
independence, and union, gummitying tliese three principles, and 
therefore shall be called the army of the three gnarantiea. 

"Art. J 3. It shall solemnly swear to defend tl^e fundamental 
bases of this plan, 

« Art. U. It shall strictly observe the military ordinances now m 

force- 

" Art. 15, There ahali be no otlier promotions tlian those that are 
due to eeoiority, or which shall be necessary to the good of the 

service. 

'* Art. 16. This army shall he considered a^ of the line. 

« Art. 17. The old partiE?ans of independence, who shall immedi- 
ately adhere to this plan, ehaU be considered bs individuals of Uiis 

army. 

" Art. 18. The patriots and peasants who shall adhere to it here- 
after, shall be considered m provincial militia men, 

** Art. la The sccnlar und regubir priests shall be continued ui 
Hie state in whicii tiiey aow are. . . 

"Art. 20. All the public iunctionEUfiea, — civil, eccleaiasUeal, 
political, and military, — who adhere to the cause of independence, 
ehall be continued in their offices, witliout any distinction between 
Americana and EuTOpeana. _ 

** AnT. 31- Those functionaries, of whatever degree and condition. 
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who dissent fitnn the cause of independence, shall be divested of 
their offices,, and shall quit the territory of the empire, taking with 
them their fiunilies and their effects. 

*^ Art. 22. The military commandants shall regulate according to 
the general instracdons in conformity with this plan, which shall be 
tiransmitted to them. 

^ Art. 23. No accused person shall be condemned capitally by the 
military commandants. Those accused of treason against the na- 
tion, which is the next greatest crime after that of treason to the 
divine Ruler, shall be conveyed to the fortress of Barrabas, where 
they shall remain until the Congress shall resolve on the punish- 
ment which ought to be inflicted on them. 

" Art. 24. It being indispensable to the country that this Plan 
should be carried into eifect, inasmuch as the weliare of that country 
is its object, every individual of the army shall maintain it to the 
shedding, if it be necessary, of the last drop of his blood. 

" Town of Ioxiala, 

2Uh February, 1821." 



F. 

MEXICAN AGGRESSIONS. 

We think it may not prove uninteresting to the read^ to know 
the nature of the claims of our citizens upon Mexico. We give a 
list of a portion of them, compiled by tiie Hon. Edmund Burke, 
in 1846, remarking merely, by way of introduction, that Ihey are 
all taken from dociunents now on file i^ the department of state in 
Washington. Most of those occurring prior to Dec. 2, 1837, will be 
found in a letter of the Hon. John Forsjrth, secretary of state, 
to the president, and published with the annual message of that 
year, in House Doc. 3, 2d Sess. 25th Congress. 

Abatraot of a Statement marked A^ accompanying Mr, Forsyth* » Report 
upon Mexican Relations, dated Dec. 2, 1837» and addressed to the Pres- 
ident* 

"claims on MEXICO. 

"Na 1. A, P. Chndeau cmd J. DeMwn, — These persons, wha 
chie& of a hunting expedition, were, with their conq>anions, 
17* 
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affected by aothoritiefl of Mexico in 1817, carried to Saute Pe, 
where the,/ were imprkoned and otherwise miU treated* The value 
of the property lost hy them was represented to be $30^380 744, 

** No. 2, Brig Cossack- — Tbia resael and her cargt> were seized 
by the authorities of Maaatlan, in Mexico, Ln Januaryj 1818, and con- 
demned by a decree (of what authority m not stated) dated 21 st 
July, 181fl, Upon a reconsideration or appeal of tlie ciuie, it waa 
decreed, on the 97 th of July, 1821^ that tlie master and crew ahould 
be liberatedxand that the money deposited in the national treasury on 
account of her sale and that of her car^, should be paid over to the 
master* This decree was tierer executed. 



" No< 3. Cargo of the Ship Louisa^ of Providejwe, — The cargo of 
thia ahip, conaiating of anns, cordaiEfe, and flour, with otlier provia- 
lona, was seized at the port of Acapulco, in 1821i by orders of Don 
Augustin de Iturbide, and appropriated to the use of the Mexican 
government Feb, 1, that government decreed payment of damages 
to the owners, in the sum of $48,363. Only 114,418 baa been paid* 

"Nos. 4, 5f Bi — These claims are for the unlawful seizure and 
detention of specie belon^ng to American citizena, amounting- in 
all to over $25,000, It was taken by officera of the Mexican gov- 
ernment, under or d era of the emperor Uurbidc, while on its wtiy to 
Vera Cruz, in the year 1833, 

** No, 7, John K ffesi arid othsrs. — The claim in this case is for a 
bill of exchange drawn by Don Jos, M, de Herrera, as agent of the 
Mexican government, and for supplies sent by his direction. 

** No» 8. Brig lAherty, M^riot Master. — Thia vessel was seized by 
the Mexican gpvemment schooner Igualai off Alvarado, on the 4th 
of May, 1824, The captain and crew were ill treated, and sent up to 
town. The claim in the case is for vessel and freight ] the Atlantic 
Insurance CompoJiy, in New York, having insured tlie fonner at 
$3500, and tbe latter at $4000. The vessel sailed from Havana 
in March, 1824, and arrived at Pcnsacola on the 1 4th of April, where 
she paid about $12,000 duties on her cargo. She sailed thence 
witlj a regular clearance for Al vara do. After her seizure there, a 
judicial tribunal directed the brig to be restoied^but no freight ^m 
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paid. . The vessel, however, had been so long detained, and so badly 
taken care of, that but sixty^four dollars were realized after pajring 
expenses of sale. To the claim preferred by Mr. Poinsett for indem- 
nification, the Mexican secretary of state replied, that qfiotn who 
makt captures are liable to he mtd in Mexican courts of juatwe^ m case 
they proceed UkgaUy, 

" No. 9. Brig Cato. — This vessel was boarded at Alvarado, <m the 
35th. of August, 1824, by some twenty men, who rifled her of $2701 
in specie, and of numerous odiw articles. After threatening the life 
of the captain, and wounding two of the crew, they set the vessel 
adrift by cutting her chain csi>le, which, with the anchor, were lost 
The claim in this case is for $5544. 

^No. 10. Schooner Leda, — In this case $988 are claimed for the 
detention pf this vessel some two and a half months at Tobaseo, in 
1824, and for the unlawftil exaction of tonnage duties in August of 
thptyear. 

^ No. 11. Borie fy Laguerenne and others. — This claim on the 
Mexican government is for a return of an overcharge of duties lev- 
ied and collected contrary to prior usage, if not to law, on the 
importation of several parcels of American cotton, imported into 
Alvarado in November and December, 1824, and January, 1825, by 
merchants of Philadelphia and New York. The amount claimed is 
$32,721, with interest from February, 1825. 

*< No; 12. Schooner Fdixy and Cargo. — This vessel sailed from New 
Orleans, in August, 1825, and on the 7th of September, anchcnred in 
the Soto la Mcu-ina roads or harbor, where she was taken possesskm 
of on the same day by the Mexican vessel Tampic. She was con- 
demned on the ground that she had articles on board of Spanish 
origin. Herinsurance was $30,000. 

" No. 13. Brig Delight, of Philadelphia. A double Cfeim.— This 
vessel, in March, 1825, touched at San Bias, where the officers of the 
custom-house compelled the conveyance of her cargo over a mile to 
the custom-house stores, and its reshipment The damage to the 
owners was estimated at $3716 48. The same vessel entered the 
port of Sisal in September of the same year, where she was seized 



200 APPENDIX. 

by the c<^ector with an armed force, part of her cargo forced on 
shore, her hatches broken open, and the cargo taken to the custom- 
house. Estimate of damages arising from the condemnation and 
sale of the cargo, &C., $15,692 50. The Mexican secretary of the 
treasury had assured Mr. Poinsett that an order had been given to 
release the vessel and carga Mr. Poinsett pronounced this one of 
the most flagrant and unjustifiable violations of the property of 
American citizens on record. 

"No. 14. Schooner Fair Americanj of Bcdtimore. — This vessel 
arrived at Refugio, Januaiy 4, 1826, was admitted to entry, landed 
her cargo under permit, and in part removed it to town, when the 
whole was seized by the Mexican authorities, and confiscated and 
sold. The Mexican ccmsul at Baltimore afterwards requested of his 
government that the property might be restored, and the owner 
indemnified^ Mr. Wilson's claim for damages is $50,225 21, the 
justice of which was understood to be acknowledged by the 
Mexican government To the demand of the American minister for 
damages in this case, the Mexican government made evasive replies, 
and made no answer to his last note on the subject 

"No. 15. Schooner Superior, of New York. — This vessel was 
seized by a Mexican gun-boat in the port of Laguira, on the 23d of 
February, 1826, on a charge of smuggling. The American minister 
disproved this charge by the fact that the vessel, ailer trial, was not 
condemned. An authenticated account accompanies Mr. Poinsett's 
lett^, setting forth the unjustifiable manner of the seizure, the 
absence of ail proof, and the wanton and shameful violence exer- 
cised towards the crew. The delay caused by the seizure of the 
vessel, and her abandonment on account of her becoming worm- 
eaten, 9ie the grounds of this claim. 

" No. 16. Andrews's Claim for Seizure of Wax at Aharado. ^-This 
claim arises from the seizure by the Mexican government of 
$1631 25 worth of wax, on the pretence that it was of Spanish ori- 
gin. This wax was originally shipped firom St Petersburgh to New 
York, and from thence to Vera Cruz, when, not finding a ready sale 
after entry, the owners determined to reahip it, but were prevented 
by the authorities. 
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<<No.l7. Sk^IhnMn and Brig Bwrrian^ <2f BMCon.— -Theee 
vessels fcurmed an expeditioii, owned and fitted oat by sundry per- 
sons of Boston and Salem, at an expense of $90^75 03. In porsu- 
ance of their instructions, they traded at various places on the coast 
qS Calif<Mmia,. paying the customary duties. On the 16tfa BCay, 1888, 
they were forbid further trading till the whole cargo was landed at 
St Diego, and'oK duties paid to the ctmmandxng gtnaral of Odir 
forma. Declining to do this, they proceeded to the Island of St 
Catalina, to land and cure hides. Concluding to return to St Diego, 
they then, under a written agreement with the governor, landed all 
their cargo not left at the island, which was estimated at $47,^292, 
the duties of which were $13;005 90. Eschandia, the governor, 
then gave them a written permission to continue their trade, and to 
remove the property left at St Catalina. Subsequently, on asking 
for their ship's papers, they were refused, on the pretext that the 
vessels had been to St, CatalinOf contrary to some reflation of which 
they knew nothing. Notwithstanding the charge of smuggling was 
proved false, the Mexicans put a guard on board the vessel, and 
conuhenced removing her cargo. The captain at length refusing to 
allow any more to go on shore, no condemnation of the vessel being 
shown, the Mexican officers and soldiers went ashcMre. The next 
day the vessels put to sea under a destructive fire fix>m the fort 
They left debts due from individuals and missions, to the amount of 
$38,919 04, besides goods deposited as security for duties, which, 
witii the packages taken from the ship, run up the whole claim for 
damages to $53,657 54. The whole property was afterwards con- 
fiscated without judicial proceeding. 

** No. 18. Eli E, ^ J. S. Hammond were jointly concerned in a 
trading expedition to Santa Fe in 1828. When within a few miles 
of that place, they hired a Mexican to carry a part of the goods 
with mules, on account of the roughness of the road. This man 
was arrested' on a charge of smuggling, and the goods were confis- 
cated, although the Mexican was liberated. He informed the 
authorities of tiie circumstances of the case, but the goods were not 
restored. Hammond claims $7000 for his loss. Hammond also 
claims $6000 damages for injuries to his business in 1830, by the 
conduct of Mexican authorities, whereby great expense was in- 
curred, much time lost, and the sale of his goods to a profit de- 
stroyed. 
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<<Na 19. Brig WUliamj tfXewfori^ R. £— This vessel waa for- 
cibly detained and impressed into the Mexican aemce oe b. tianflpoit 
m liS^, The ownera claim 91491/9 33 damagca. - *• 

** No. 20. Bryr Splendid, ofA'cw Havtn. — A Rimilar ca^e to the 
laj9t, whereby tbo owneia were injured in their business to the 
amount of #^500. 

•*No* S!l, Bri^ Uritula^ qf Boston. — Tiiis ve^l waa impreised in 
the aame manner into tlie Mexican serrice, to the damage of the 
^waieis to tlie amount of $^005. 

" No* 33v Pdl fy Broih^s, of New York, cUim damagiefl for tlja 
ilestraction of a press and type at Taiiipico, by the Spaniards^ 

" No. 23. Ctipimn Sfmw, of the Schooner Galaxy^ claims damages 
for his delefiUor^ and imprUonment at Tobasco, in 182[>-'30, 
whereby great injnry waa done to hia business. He was confined 
among' banditti,, and was refused any intercourse witJi tl»e Arnerican 
consul. A vessel, wiUi aoine 40 or 50 aeamen from the United 
Statjes naval service^ was subsequently sent to procure his UbenUioiii 
and that of othera, which wa^ immediately elfectcd* 

" No. 24. jScAootktj Jhhatm EUha and Mtrt. — These vessels were 
seized at Tampjco in 182EI, soon after the capitulation of a Spanish 
force ttjere. They were seized, and their cargoes confiscated, on the 
pretence that they came with the intention of selling proviaiona to 
the Spaniards, altlioagh they did not arrive until four days aflar the 
capiluiation. The crews were badJy treated. 

"No. 25. $SS^ in damages are clEiimed by the owners of 
the Bri^ G^itrtd Mor^lan for her seizure and detention at Vera 
Cruz in 18-30, where she went from New Orleans to be litted out aa 
a pri vateer ii nd er M exi can a uthority , The M. exican eoarta afte rward 
ordered tlie restoration of the vessel. 

" No. 20. The Eliza Jane^ of New York, put into Vera Cruz in a 
leaky €ondition| where slie was condemned lus tiiisea worthy and 
aoJd. Before transshipping- the cargo, the captain wajs compelled to 
give bond for the payn^ent of tonnage duty. This duty had before 
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been pud at the Mexican port fiom whence ibe Eliza Jane sailed. 
Her C9Xgo consisted of logfwood/obtained at Leguira, a Mexican 
port 

^ No. 27. John Baldwin, an American citizen, complains of gross 
and ootrageoos treatment at the hands of the alcalde of Minotitlan 
in Guazcnalco. He asserts that the alcalde was interested in a soit 
whidi was broaght against him hj one of his subordinates. Some 
altercation oocmrring at the proceedings before the alcalde, he was 
ordered to the stocks. He refused to submit, and in attempting to 
esca^, was shot at, and severely injured by a falL He was captored, 
made to stand in the stocks, and afterwards imprisoned. The 
Mexican government were informed subsequently that the U. S. 
government * would regard this a national question.' The reply of 
the Mtoican executive was, that it was a matter of judicial investir 
gation, &c. 

^Na28. Sckooner Topca^ — The master of this vessel con- 
tracted, in 1832, to transport 150 Mexican soldiers from Matan^oras 
to Gralvesten. During the passage, the master and mate were killed 
by the Mexican officers, and the crew were forced to run the vessel 
into Anahuac Here thejf were imprisoned on a charge of killing 
their captain and mate, and attempts were made by the officers 
abov(9 mentioned to make them confess to that crime. They were 
at last liberated on their agreement to be bound to the, officers to 
serve them for three years. One of them subsequently escaped to 
the United States, and testified to the fiicts above stated. He 
states that the Mexican officers divided the captain's money 
between them. He thinks he had 3000 or 4000 dollars. 

** No. 29. The Schooner Brazoria wa# seized at the port of Bra- 
zoria in June, 1832, and iised in an attack by the Mexicans upon 
~ Anahuac. She was so much injured that the owners abandoned 
her to the underwriters, who are the claimants in this case. The 
amount claimed is $6800. The Mexican government afterwards 
expressed a wiUingness to allow only the proceeds of the sale of 
the vessel to the claimants. 

"No. 30. .^bron Ltggeit, merchant of New York, claims several 
hundred thousand dollars in damages for the seizure and detention 
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of the steamer Hidalgo in the Tohaflco River in June, 1832, and far 
damages arising therefirom. He had acquired the sole rights from 
^be legislature of Tobasco, of navigating that river by steamboats 
far a period of ten years. In anticipation of the advantages that 
would arise from this privilege, he entered into veiy extensive con- 
tracts for the delivery of great quantities of logwood for several 
subsequent years, at different points, from whence it was to be 
carried down the river by lighters, towed by the steamer. Several 
vessels were employed by Mr. Leggett for the transportation of the 
logwood from Mexico. These vessels arrived at Tobasco ; but as 
the steamer had been seized' by the Mexicans for military purposes, 
no cargoes were ready for them, and they returned to the ports to 
which they belonged. The owners demanded the penalties of the 
charter parties, which the claimant has paid to the extent of his 
ability. Tobasco was, in 1832, the seat of military disturbances, 
whereby Mr. Leggett suffered great loss of property, besides the 
loss of the immense profits which it is reasonable to suppose he 
would have obtained from the enjoyment of the great privilege 
granted by the legislature of Tobasco. The Mexican -government 
subsequently acknowledged the great losses and sacrifices of Mr. 
Leggett, but plead inability to satisfy his reasonable demands. 

"No. 31. Schooner Avgustus, — This vessel put into port at 
Brazos de Santiago, in a leaky condition, on the Idth June, 1833. 
On a mere suspicion of an intention to land the cargo clandestinely 
on the Mexican coast, the vessel and cargo were seized, and after a 
detention of ten months, the Mexican courts awarded restitution of 
the vessel and cargo, and payment of costs and damages. Mean- 
time the vessel became worm-eaten, and it was abandoned. ^ The 
claim in this case is for $6030 09. 

" No. 32. The Schooner Wetree was seized by the authorities of 
Tampico in July, 1833, when it was abandoned by its master and 
crew. 

" No. 33. Brig Industry, — This vessel was detained at Tobasco, 
in March, 1834, on the pretence that her forescuttle was not sealed 
at the time of her arrival. The captain was imprisoned for thirteen 
days, and was obliged to pay $160 to regain his liberty. The col- 
lector of the port at lengtii gave the captain leave to proceed to sea, 
when the judge of the court ordered the vessel to be brought back, 
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declaring that she should not be allowed to depart until fi^ ounces 
of gold w^re paid. The captain thereupon abandoned the vessel to the 
MithOTities, for whose benefit it was sold« $11,060 68 are claimed 
as damages in this case. The Mexican government have promised 
full indemnity to the owner for all losses and damages. - 

"No. 34. The Schooner Wm. A. Turner put into Sisal in distress, 
on the 5th of May, 1834, when she and her cargo were seized. 
They were directed to be restored by the district judge ; but in con- 
sequence of the pronunciamento of 5th July, all communication with 
the lower court was cut o£ Thd vessel was still detained on the 
9th of August, 1834. 

"No. 35. The Brig Paragon was fired upon by the Mexican 
armed schooner Tampico, in the summer of 1834. When this case 
was laid before the Mexican government by the American minister, 
it was replied, that the Tampico was then in a state of mutiny, and 
that measures had been taken to punish the oflfenders. 

"No. 36. The captain of Schooner Two Brothers lost a bundle of 
papers, in 1834, while crossing the bar at Tampico in a boat, which 
was upset Among the papers were the invoices of three boxes of 
merchandise, which were condemned for want of invoices. The 
cause of the want of invoices was explained to the collector and 
judge, and an offer was made to exhibit the original invoice of the 
cost, and letters to prove the property ; but the offer was not accepted. 
The cost of the merchandise condemned w|us $1000. 

" No. 37. The Schooner St. Croix arrived at Aransas Bay, in Texas, 
on the 25th September, 1834. The master was imprisoned by order 
of the collector, and otherwise maltreated, for failing to pay his 
port charges and tonnage duties as promptly as the collector sup- 
posed he Ought to have done. The vessel became unseaworthy in 
the mean time, and was abandoned. There does not appear to be 
any judicial proceedings in the case. 

" No. 38. This claim is for the illegal exaction of double ton- 
nage duties on the Brig Weston, at Mazatlan, whither she proceeded 
in ballast from Guagmas, her port of discharge. The amount 
exacted was $352 75. 
18 
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"No. 39. The Schooner Mtriha was seized «t Brazoria, by the 
Mexican vessel of war Montezuma, in May, 1835, and condemned 
it is presumed, on a charge that some of the articles of her cargo 
were not inclnded in the manifest. This was made -the subject of a 
strong representation from the president of the United States, which 
was followed by a promise ftom the Mexican government to institute 
an examination in the case. 

*• No. 40. The Schooner Horrid Elizabdh was stranded near Mata- 
gorda, in 1835. While in this situation, she was fired upon by a 
Mexican schooner, and her captain, crew, and passengers, carried to 
Matamoras and imprisoned^ Reparation was demanded by Mr. 
Ellis, in 1836, but has never l}een given by the Mexican government* 

** No. 41. The Brig Ophia arrived off Camt)eachy in 1835, and 
was condemned by the district court of that country, without 
allowing the captain any opportunity of defending himself, for no 
other reason than because he did not produce certain manifests, 
which a Mexican custom*house officer advised him to leave on 
boatd. Reparation' has been demanded also in this case, but 
without e^ct 

"No. 42. The Brig Jcme and four oth^ vessels were detained at 
Matamoras, in 1836, contrary to express treaty stipulations^ and 
when reparation was demanded, the excuse rendered for the outrage 
was, that certain hostile vessels were cruising in those waters, and 
that the orders by which the Jane, &c., were* detained, were without 
authority from the supreme government No reparation was, how- 
ever, granted. 

"No. 43. In 1836, the Brig Edip»^ "was seized at Tobasco, (on 
what ground doeis not appear,) her crew insulted and maltreated, and 
her captain imprisoned. Amount claimed for the seizure of this 
vessel, $9157. 

" No 44. Mr. Coleman, acting consul of the United States at 
Tobasco, was summoned^ before the authorities, in 1836, jind pub- 
licly insulted and ill treated, because he refused to legalize certain 
documents, the result of which would be to defraud. 
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^Na 45. The Schoanar ^Aurora was stranded on the coast of Mex- 
ico, in 1836r A part of the cargo was landed by the crew, when 
it was immediately taken possession of by an armed body of Mex- 
icans. On the crew remonstrating against these proceedings, they 
were insulted, maltreated, and the mate seriously injured. There- 
upon the crew proceeded to Tobaaco and delivered the goods over 
to our consul at that place, who, on taking possession thereof, found 
that over one half had been i^ndered^ 

^ No. 46. While the Schooner BeOikhem was proceeding toward 
Campeachy, ^le was boarded by a captain of tiie Mexican navy, 
and her officers and men sent on board the Mexican flag-ship, where 
they were detained — a part of them in chains. On the ci^itain of 
the Bethlehem landing, he found that his vessel had been con- 
demned, and himself banished, without a hearing, five veais, fixnn 
the trade. 

No. 47. It was proposed to sell the Brig Fourth of My to the 
Mexican government; but while the ^negotiation was going on^ she 
was taken possession of by the Mexican authorities, and the Mex- 
ican flag hoisted. Mr. Ellis, then our minister in Mexico, de- 
manded the release of the vessel, to which demand no answer has 
been returned. 

^ No. 48. Eight men, under command of Midshipman Renshaw, 
from the U. S. sloop of war Natchez, landed on the mole in Vera 
Cruz, in 1836. During the absence of the commanding officer, the 
men got intoxicated, and onie of them quarrelled with a, fisherman. 
The fight soon became general, and the Mexicans were restrained 
from firing on the Americans (mly by the interference of the cap- 
tain of the port Midshipman R., on account of the intoxication 
of his men, was con^lled to leave them on shore, in charge of a 
Mexican officer ; and when he demanded them of the authorities, on 
the succeeding day, their release was refijsed. Several of the sea- 
men were severely wounded, yet no investigation into the conduct 
of the Mexican guard appears to have been instituted. 

''Na49. In 1836ymai(mHaaeUzndZalmim Holly ci!dzeiiB of 
the United States, were arrested in the streets of Matam<niis by an 
armed force, who struck one of tiiem on the fiice, and took both to 
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the principal barrack. Here they were confined, while a guard was 
placed at the door of the house of the American consul, to prevent 
his interference in the matter. The house was searched for the 
consul himself and much of his property was stolen. 

** No. 50. In 1836, the Schooner Peter D. Vroom was wrecked on 
the coast above Vera Cruz. Boves, the person to whom the cargo 
was consigned, renounced his agency in the matter, and the Mex- 
ican courts appointed Manuel de Vega to dispose of the cargo in 
his place. The claim is that the Mexican authorities had no right 
to interfere, since the captain of the schooner to whom the agency 
reverted on the abandonment of Boves, had appointed the U. S. 
consul agent for the disposal of the goods. 

^^ No. 51. The American citizens at Tampioo having requested 
that a man-of-war might be sent for their protection, Lieutenant 
Osborne, with a boat's crew from the jfevenue cutter Jefferson, pro- 
ceeded there, when he was arrested by the authorities, carried off, 
and examined. On his return, he learned that his crew had also 
been arrested and held for a long time in confinement Gomez, who 
committed these outrages, was removed therefor by .the supreme 
government, but was subsequently appointed commandant at Vera 
Cruz. 

*' No. 53. The Ship Robert Wilson was seized and condemned at 
Vera Cruz, in 1833, on the alleged ground that she had imported 
false coin^ In the suit which was instituted in the United States 
for the recovery of the insurance, the defence was, that the charge 
was true. It foiled, however, because the Mexican government 
refused to fiimish the proof, (if indeed it had any,) by which to sub- 
stantiate the allegation. The amount paid by the insurance com- 
pany, and for which the Mexican government is responsible, because 
it refiised to fiimish the proof, is f 12,313 26. 

"No. 53. The Schooner William JL Turner^ of which James 
O'Flaherty was master, was seized off Sisal, in 1834, by an armed 
Mexican force. The vessel was released afi;er Captain O'Flaherty 
had given bonds for her value. In 1836, his vessel was again 
seized — himself confined, liberated, and afl«r entering into bonds 
for $1200, his vessel released. Soon after, the vessel was again 
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seized, and the captain confined in the cabin, fix)m whence he was 
sent as a prisoner to Tobasco. From this phice, where "he had been 
confined in the public prison, he was conveyed, still as a prisoner, 
to Campeachy, and cast a second time into confinement 

^ Captain O'Flaherty is entirely ignorant of the cause of these 
repeated indignities, and at no time has any charge been preferred 
against him. 

" He claims, for the loss of property, $18,000. 

''No. 54. A, dt O. SantcmgelOf a naturalized citizen of the 
United States, was the editor of a newspaper in Mexico. He also 
kept & school for the instruction of young ladies. Some editorial 
article gave oflfence to the Mexican government, whereupon he was 
ordered to quit the country, which order he affirms is contrary to 
the laws of Mexico, as to the treaty existing between the United 
States and Mexico. He claims $100 as an indemnification for his 
sudden banishment 

**No. 55. J^. GorastizOy recently envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic to the United 
States, caused to be printed and distributed among the foreign min- 
isters accredited to tins government, a pamphlet defamatory of the 
government and people of the United States. 

^ No. 56. For all exactions which may have been made from 
citizens of the United States under laws of the Mexican Republic 
authorizing forced loans, ample indenmification will be demanded. 

**No. 57. Louisiana, Chcanpion, Julius C(Bsar, — These vessels 
were captured by the Mexican squadron in the Gulf of Mexico, in 
the spring of 1837, for an alleged violation of a pretended block- 
ade of the ports of Texas. ^ 

" A List of Clainu on Mexico wMch arose prior to December, 1837, btU 
wMch were not then brought to the Notice of the Department of State. 

" No. 58. ;r. F, fy E. D. Ifyde fyCo, claim ftOl indemnification for 
the alleged capture and condemnation of tt quantity of dry goods 
shipped at New Orleans for Brazonia, in Texas, in the spring of 
1835, amounting in value to about $23,000. 

18 • 
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^No.59. Thomas Toby if Bfvikar^ of Mw Orteatu, claim a resti- 
tution of $30,000) for goods, captured and condemned under the 
sam9 circumstances as in Na 1. 

"No. 60. fVUUamTreanyOfMY^ihe.^menc(mhist^^ Co.,of 
A*. K, aaiui the toidow and executrix of Sknon CucvUoy of New Or^ 
leans, claim indemnification for the capture and condemnation, on 
a pretence altogether frivolous, of the schooner Isaac McKim, in 
September, 1825. 

"No. 61. L W.Lachant%f Co^ ofMw Orleans. —The dahns of 
this firm are for three vessels and their cargoes illegally captured 
and condemned, and for one wantonly destroyed, in 1822, 1824, and 
1825, respectively, 

" No. GO. Mercantile Insurance Co., of MY. — This claim origin- 
ated in a contract made in 1826, by General Coitez, as agent of 
the Mexican government, with the late Henry Eckfdrd, for the 
building of a vessel of war. The claim is for about $20,000, and 
has never been disputed by the Mexican agents. 

" No. 63. Henry DoUiver claims indemnification for the loss of 
all his property, consequent upon the seizure of his vessel and 
cargo, under the most ag^^vated circumstances. This illegal act 
was committed by Mexican authorities in 1829.. 

" No. 64. WUliam H. Brown and othgs, Owners of the Steamboat 
Planter. — This claim is for the impressment and -forcible employ- 
ment of the above boat, at Tobasco, (date not given,) and for illegal 
duties exacted from them. 

" No. 65. Franklin Combs. — This claun is for articles of which 
he was robbed when taken prisoner in the Texan Santa Fe expe- 
dition. 

"No. 66. Peter Hotz claims of the Mexican government, as one 
of the shippers of the cargo of the schooner Arete EUis,.of which 
the said Hotz was owner and master, a proportion of the loss sus*- 
tained by him from his vessel springing a leak^ thereby compelling 
hun to throw overboard several articles, in November, 1825. 
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^ No. €7. Mtary Hugheg, Widow of George Hughes, Mader qf 
iht Brig.Ji^m, of M K — The brig John, lying at anchor in the 
River Tobaaco in 1832, was boarded and editored by an aimed force^ 
on a pretext altogether onfimnded. Captain Hnghes was knocked 
down, cruelly beaten with the butts of the muskets of the boarding 
party, carried off and imprisoned, and the cargo and stores of the 
vessel plundered. Captain Hughes subsequently died firom the 
wounds received on this occasion. 

^ Mary Hughes claims reparation therefor. 

**No. 68. Jeanes Cochrane, engineer of the steamer Hidalgo, was 
impresscrd into the Mexican sendee, together with the boat, in 1832, 
cruelly and ignominiously treated, and compelled to do duty as 
engineer for two months. He claims reparation for the breaking up 
of his business, and for false imprisonment 

^*No. 69. John BeXden has two claims against the Mexican 
government, one for $4500, on account of damages sustained by him, 
and the other for a forced loan at San Luis PotosL 

Clai^ againsi Mexico for I^juriet committed Hnce December 2, 1837. 

' ^ No. 70. Claim of Samuel Paldwm. — Mr. B., a citizen of the 
U. SL, settled in Mexico some years since, and had acquired con- 
siderable property. On the most frivolous pretext he was seized 
and thrown into the public prison with the vilest criminals. While 
there, additional charges were fabricated against him — he was 
loaded with irons, poison was given him in his coffee, and he endured 
the most unparalleled sufferings from the bjutal treatment of one 
Gromez, his jailer. From Acayuacan, where these barbarities were 
committed, Mr. B. was sent to Vera Oruz, and cast into a wet and 
ilthyjail in the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa. On his journey, 
which was performed on a jackass, he was compelled to support the 
heavy burden of his chains, from which resulted an incurable lame- 
ness. For these unparalleled outrages no redress has been received 
^om the Mexican government. 

"No. 71. Claims of Emy B, HortonPFciter W, Mamy (md J^ 
KeUey, — The claimants, seamen on board the American barque 
Roger Williams, having been pud off and discharged at Monterey, 
California, in 1840, were waiting for an opportunity to return home. 
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when they, together with other Americans, were seized and con- 
ducted to prison. They obtained their release, but were a second 
time arrested, robbed, and cast into jail, no cause for their commit'- 
ment ever having been assigned. 

*'No.72. Claim of WilHamLm-d EtheridgeThtmqMon,— 
son, an American seaman, was wrecked near San Bias, in 1838. 
In 1840, he was twice arrested and thrown into prison — no cause 
whatever being assigned for his detention in eithwcase. After 
suffering the most cruel treatment, he was released ; but found, on 
his return to the farm where he had labored since his shipwreck in 
1838, that all his property had been taken from him. No redress has 
ever been granted by the Mexican government. 

" No. 73. Claim of Stephen Smith. — Mr. Smith arrived at San 
Bias in May, 1845, from N. Y., on his way to Bondega in Upper 
California, where he had several lucrative establishments ; among 
which were a store containing $52,000 worth of goods, a flour mill 
calculated to grind thirty barrels of flour per day, and a distilleiy 
yielding two hundred gallons per day. 

"At San Bias, he was arrested and imprisoned on a frivolous pre- 
tence, in consequence of which, the operations of his establishments 
were suspended. 

" No. 74. Claims o/* bouui Grahtm^ WUlioipi Ckurch, Joseph JL 
Motors, Charles Broion, and others. — These Americans, with six 
others, were seized in California, where they were engaged in 
business, in April, 1840, by the Mexican authorities, without any 
just cause or provocation, and thrown into prison. From their 
memorial to the department of state, it appears that they received 
the most barbarous treatment After being conveyed from one 
place to another in the lower hold of vessels and in chains, — six 
being confined to one bar of iron, — they were finally set at liberty 
in the city of Tepee, without any reason being assigned by the 
Mexican government for its outrageous proceeding against them. It 
also appears that at, the time of his arrest, the house of Mr. Graham 
was surrounded, fired into, and $36,000 in specie plundered therefrom. 

" No. 75. Claims of A.C. Bredail^ of JSTew Orleans.'— 1st The 
Schooner Lodi, with a valuable cargo of lawftii goods, both belonging 
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to Mr. Bredall, sailed from New Orleans in May, 1838, bound for 
Matamoras in Mexico. On her arrival there, without any allegadoD 
of offence committed or contemplated, she was seized, her cargo 
landed, exix>sed, and pillaged. After a long detention, the cargo 
and vessel were restwed ; but the latter was so nmch injured by 
worms, and her sails, rigging, and stores so much damaged, that she 
was obliged to be run on shore on her passage back to New Orleans, 
in order to sav^ the lives of the passengers and crew. A' total loss 
of the vessel and cargo was the consequence. 

^ 2d. In 1843^ Mr. Bredall arrived at Vera Cruz, with passpwts 
granted him by the Mexican consul at New Orleans. He presented 
them to the proper authorities, but was arrested and imprisoned on 
the charge of a design upon the life of Oeneral Santa Anna. During 
his detention, he suflered the most wanton, cruel, and humiliating 
indignities and privations; and upcm his release, he reached New 
Orleans in a helpless and shattered condition — his constitution 
broken, his hearing destroyed, and sinking under a hopeless con- 
sumption. R improper to remark that the British minister demanded and 
obtained liberal damages on behalf of three Briii^ subjects teho were 
imprisoned wUh Mr. BredalL 

" No. 76. Claim of J, Barber and fftUiam Brevan, — The schooner 
Vigilant, owned by Barber & Brevan, the former also master, was 
captured by a Mexican man-of-war, about twenty eight-miles north- 
ward of Campeachy, in 1843, her papers taken from her, the 
captain and crew held ill confinement, and the wife of Captain B. 
subjected to such shameful treatment that he deemed it unsafe for 
her to remain on board. Although the captain and crew were 
subsequently released, yet tlie schooner and cargo were kept by the 
captors. 

^ The pretext alleged . for this outrage was one aUogether 
unfounded. 

"No. 77. Claim of C. fr (H. CkUds, of Cbwn. — The schooner 
Cornelian, of which the Childs were owners, was seized at Mata- 
moras in March, 1843, afler her cargo had been landed by regular 
permit from the proper officers, and condemned, and llie captain 
fined $100. The reason assigned for this illegal seizure was, 
thfrt two bales of cotton were found on the beach at Matamoras, 
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whieh the costom-hoase officen Mppofetf came from tiie CometiftB. 
Tbe cargo of tbe C. was coaipoaed of loxid>^; DO cotton was on board. 

^No.78. CUam of JL J, .^(odWi. — Mc Atocha, a natoralized 
citixen of th6 United States, resided for several years in Mexico^ 
where be had established extensive commercial relations, and 
acquired considerable propeftjT* His claim is fen- large soms loaned 
the Mexican government, and reparation for being expelled from 
that coontry without jost caose, daring the revolution which resulted 
in the establishment of the government of Paiedes, by which expnl- 
aioQ hi0 harness was entirely destroyed. . 

^ No. 79. Claxm of JtBv. Anne JEeCcy.— William H. Lee, son of 
the claimant, and an American citizen, carried on buffiness in Mata- 
moras.- Without any allegation of oflfence^ he was suddeidy expeUed 
from the coontry, in 1843, which, in addition to the brealdng uj> of 
his establishment, caused a f(»x;ed sale of his property, which 
resulted in a very heavy loss. Mr. Lee has since died, and Mrs. 
K^ey claims reparation as his heir. 

"No. 80. Claim of Dr. Charles W, Z)arw. — This claim is for 
$10,600, being the amount of a judgment rendered against George 
D. Penny, an English merchant trading in Mexico, for the violation 
of certain contracts made with Davis. Although the justice of 
Davis's claim had twice been acknowledged by inferior courts. Penny 
appealed to a higher tribunal, which refused to act because th6 sal- 
aries of the judges had not been paid by the Mexican government 
Davis claims, therefore, that Mexico is responsible for the above 
sum. 

**No. 81. Clam of Captain Jonas P. Levy. — 1st In 1843, the 
store of the claimant, with all its contents, was forcibly taken posses- 
sion of with the connivance of the public authorities, and never 
returned. Amount of property lost, $6846 02. Reparation has 
been reftised from the commission of the outrage to the present 
time. 

*^2d. This claim is for illegal duties extorted from Captain Levy 
by the collector of the port of Laguna, in 1843, under false pre- 
tences, amounting to $513 89. 

*' 3d. The third claim is for goods belonging to the claimant and 
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his brother, thrown overboaitl by the captain of the steamboat Petri- 
ta, amounting to $7483 25, fpr which relief has been denied by the 
Mexican government. 

'^ 4th. Captain Levy also claims reparation for being impris(Mied 
after the commencement of hostilities between the United States 
and Mexico, in direct violation of the treaty providing for the occur- 
rence of such an event, and for being compelled to leave Mexico 
without time to arrange his business, also in violation of treaty stip- 
ulations. 

<" No. 8^ €Mm of L.S. Hargous if 0>. — The claims of this 
firm against Mexico are for loans, advances, supplies • burnished, 
and amounts due on contracts, &c., amounting, with interest due 
thereon, to $1,095,498. They also claim damages for being 
expelled from Vera Cruz, by which their mercantile transactions 
were seriously injured. 

«<No.83. CUjamiofJo}mParroa,l(atU.S.Om9d 
The claimant was fi»t;ed, in 1845, by the Mexican authorities, to 
give bonds for the repayment of the duties on the cargo of a vessel 
belonging to his house, although he had in his possession- (and 
showed them to the proper officers) passports certifying that the 
duties had already been paid. These bonds are still in the posses- 
sion of the Mexican government, to be enforced against the sureties 
of the claimant 

« No. 84. 2d CUdm of John Parrott tf Co. — The house of Par- 
rott & Co. having refused to cdmply with a decree which had been 
annulled since 1837, a mHitaiy force was despatched on the 18th 
April, 1845, by Canedo,the collector of the port of Mazatlan, which 
entered and took possession of their house, and placed property to 
the amount of $44,000, and the archives of the consulate of the 
IJjiited States, under embargo. In this state they still remain. 

^ In the mean time, an f^lish vessel, with a cargo valued in 
England at £35,000, consigned to the house of Parrott &. Co., 
arrived ofPthe port of Mazatlan; but deeming it unsafe, at that par- 
ticular time, to land the goods, she was ordered to sea. On her pas- 
sage to Monterey, she was cast away and lost, by idiich P. & Co 
lost the commission they would have obtained on selling tiie cargo. 
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dt Verm Cntz. — Mi; Dimond ciciixis daumges for being espied 
from Yen Cruz, in comnrenbon of the treaty eziatiiig between the 
United States and Mexico, bj wbjch his extensive bosiiieBB was 
entirelj broken op. 

«No.d& C3aw^£Zidha i9L &«fatKr. --Claim similar to Nada 

''Na87. Oaimff IhmUtM ami Jhm Cl^ate.-'Tius clum^ foT 
damages sustained in consequence of their sommaiy expolsion from 
Tampico, in yiolation of the treatf. 

** Lut of Clainu on Mexico which hare arisen since 30th December, 1837, 
not included in the forgoing. 

« Na 8a /. RahoU %; Co^ of New Oiean*. — This ckim is for 
$9000 advanced to Mr. Martinez, the Mexican minister in this 
country, on the ftith of drafts on his g o ver nm ent which were pot 
paid. 

<'No.89. Pomiff, TaSbol^ if Co. — Claim $2958 for abalance due 
on Mexican treasury warrants, payment of whicJi was su^)ended 
by order of the government 

^ No. 90. Isaac D. Marks — Claims- damages for a breach o^ con- 
tract made by him with General Arista, for the importation of 
$20,000 worth of prohibited goods at Matamqras. Powers for the 
purpose were vested in the general by his government, but were 
subsequently revoked. 

"No. 91. /. T, Laguerenne fy Co.^ of New Orfcoiw — Claim 
indemnification for the seizure and condemnation of the brig George 
Washington, at Vera Cruz, in 1841. 

"No. 92. /. M. Cowtono*— Consul of the United States at San 
Bias, advanced $1150, for the transportation back to California,, of 
certain citizens of the United States, who had been forcibly taken 
from that country, by Mexican authorities, in 1840. 

" No. 93. Bensley — Claims damages for being deprived by 

the governor of San Luis Potosi, of his apprentice boy. 
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^ Na 94. G. W. SUworens — ClainiB reparation for the confisca- 
tion of two thousand one hundred and twenty-five pounds of chew- 
ing tobacco, at Vera Cruz, in 1840. 

"No. 95. C F.Dmcotf— Claims $887 for alleged illegal dis- 
criminating tonnage and pilotage dutiesj^and for a fine exacted on 
the brig^A. E., at Tampico in 1839. 

" In a letter written by Mr. Forsyth, secretary of state, to the 
Mexican nnnister of foreign affairs, under date of May 27, 1837, 
demanding redress for these outrages, he says, — 

*** These wrongs are of a character which cannot be tolerated by 
any government indued with a just self-respect, with a proper regard 
for the opinions of other nations, or with an enlightened concern for 
the permanent welfare of those portions of its people who may be 
interested in foreign, commerce. Treasure belonging to citizens of 
the United States has been seized by Mexican ofiicers, in its transit 
from the ci^ital to the coast Vessels of the United States have 
been captured, detained, and condemned, upon . the most frivolous 
pretexts. Duties have been exacted from others, notoriously against 
law,^or without law. Others have been employed, and in some 
instances mined, in the Mexican service, without compensation to 
the owners. Citizens of the United States hone been in^i>risoned for 
long periods of time, wOhatd being informed of the qffknces with wMch 
they toere diarged. Others have been BrniiDERED and robbed 
BT Mexican officers, on the high bums, withocjt ant 

attempt to bring the guilty to JUSTICE.' 

'^ Yet, in consequence of the forbearance of our government, the 
Mexican authorities and people continued their outrages upon us,, 
down even ta the very last year, 1845, and extending through a 
period of nearly twenty years." 
19 



918 APPENDIX. 

G. 

TREATY BETWEEN TEXAS AND SANTA ANNA. 

** Artidet of Agreement and »ol&mn Compact^ tnade and adopted by David 6, 
Burnett Preeident of the RepubUe of Texae^ and the tmdenigned Mem- 
bers of the Cabinet thereof, on the one part, and Don Antonio Lopez 
de Santa Anna, President of the Republic of Mexico, €tnd Don Vincente 
FiUsola, General of Divisions, Don Jose Urea, Don Joachin Ramires y 
Sesma, and Don Antonio Gaona, Generals of Brigades, of the Armies 
of Mexico, 

" Whereas, the President Santa Anna, with divem officers of his 
late army, is a prisoner of war in charge of the army of Texas, and 
is desirous of terminating the content now exisrting h<^ween the 
government of Texas, and that of Mexico ; in which desire, the 
generals above named do flt^y concur ; and 

^ Whereas, the president of the Republic of Texas, and the cab- 
inet, are also willing to stay the further efiusion of blood, and to see 
the two neig^oring Republics, placed in relations of friendiidup on 
teraos of reciprocal advance; 

^ Therefore, it is agreed by the President Santa Anna, and the 
Generals Don Vincente Filisola, Don Jose Urea, D<hi loacfain Ra- 
mires y Sesma, and Don Antonio Gaona, ^ 

" Ist That the armies of Mexico sliall, with, all practicable expe- 
dition, evacuate the territory c^ Texas, and retire ta Monterey, 
beyond the Rio Grande. 

" 2d. That, the armies, in liieir retreat, shall abstain from all pil- 
lage and devastation, and shall not molest any of the citizens of 
Texas, and shall not cany with them any cattle, or other stock, 
more than may be absolutely necessary for their subsistence, for 
which a just price shall be paid. That aU ];»ivate property that may 
have been captured by either detachment of the army, shall be de- 
posited at tlie first convenient point of their march, and left under a 
sufficient guard, until the proper authorities of Texas slwdl have 
possession thereof. 

"3d. That the army of Texas are to march westwardly, and to 
occupy such posts as the commanding general may think prc^r, on 
the east side of the Rio Grande, or Rio Bravo del Norte. 

" 4th. That the President Santa Anna, in his official character 
as chief of the Mexican nation, and the Generals Don Vincente 
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raiflola, D<m Jose Urea, Don Joaduii Ramires y Sesma, and Don 
Antonio Gaona, as chiefii of annies, do solemnly acknowledge, 
sanction, and ratify; the full, entire, and perfect independence of the 
Republic of Texas, with sach boundaries as are hereafter set forth 
and agreed upon for the same. And they do solemnly and respect- 
fully pledge themselves, with all their personal and official attri- 
butes, to procure without delay, the final and complete ratificatioB 
and confirmation of this agreement, and all tijie parts thereof^ by the 
proper and legitimate government of Mexico, by the incorporation 
of the same into a solemn and perpetual treaty of amity and com- 
merce, to be negotiated witii that government, at the city of Mex- 
ico, by ministers plenipotentiary, to.be deputed by the government 
of Texas for this high purpose. 

"5th. That the following be, and the same are hereby estab- 
lished and made the lines ^ demarkation between the two Repub- 
lics of Mexico and Texas, to wit: The line shall conunence at the 
estuary or mouth of the Rio Grande, on the western bank thereof 
and shall pursue thejsame bank up the said river, to the point where 
the river assumes tiie name of the Rio Bravo del Norte, firom which 
point it shall proceed on 1^ said western bank to the head waters, 
or source of said river, it being understood that the terms Rio 
Grande and Rio Bravo del Norte, apply to and designate one and 
the same stream. From the source of said river, the principal head 
branch being taken to ascertain that source, a due north line shall 
be run until it shall intersect ^e boundary line established and 
described in the treaty negotiated by and between the government 
of Spain and the government of the United States of the north ; 
which line was subsequently transferred to and adopted in the treaty 
of limits made between the government of Mexico and that of the 
United States ; and, from tliis point of intersection, tlie line shall be 
the same a^ was made and established in and by the several treaties 
above mentioned, to continue to the mouth or outlet of the Sabine 
river, and from thence to the gulf of Mexico. 

*^ 6th. That all prisoners taken by the forces of Mexico be forth- 
with released, and be furnished with free passports to return to their 
homes ; their clothing and small arms to be restored to them. 

**7ih. That all the fortresses of Texas be forthwith restored 
without dilapidation, and with all the artillery and munitions of war 
belonging to t]iem reflectively. 

•*8th. The president and cabinet of the R^mblic of Texas, 
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oeiciBiiig die hi^^ powen confided to them by the people of Texas, 
do, for and in consideration of the foregoing stipulation, acdemnly 
engage to refimin from taking the life of the President Santa Anna, 
and of the several officers of his late army, whom the events of war 
have made prisoners in their hands, and to liberate the President 
Santa Anna, with his private secretary, and cause him to be con- 
veyed in one of the national vessels of Texas to Vera Cruz, in 
order that he may more promptly and effectually obtain the ratifi- 
cation of this compact, and the negotiations of the definitive treaty 
herein contemplated by the government of Meidco with the gov- 
ernment of Texas. 

''9th. The release of the President Santar Anna, shall be made 
unmediately on receiving the signatures of the Grenerals Dcm Vin- 
cente FiMsola, Don Jose Urea, Don Joachin Ramires y Sesma,, and 
Don Antonio Gaona, to this agreement,>nd his conveyance to Vera 
Cruz as soon afterwards as may be convenient 

** 10th. The President Santa Anna, and the Generals Don Vin- 
cente Filisola, Don Jose Urea, Don Joachin Ramires y Sesma, and 
Don Antonio Graona, do, by this act of subscribing this instrument, 
severally and solemnly pledge themselves on their inviolable parole 
of honor, that in the event the Mexican government shall refiise or 
omit to execute, ratify, confirm, ai;id perfect this agreement, they 
will not, on any occasion whatever, take up arms against the people 
of Texas, or any portion of them, but will consider theras^ves 
bound, by every sacred obligation, to abstain from all hostility to- 
wards Texas or its citizens. 

"11th. That the other Mexican officers, prisoners with the gov^ 
.emment of Texas, shall remain in custody, as hostages, for the 
fidthful performance of this agreement, and shall be treated with 
humanity, and the respect due their rank and condition, until the 
final disposition of the Mexican government be ascertained, and a 
treaty, to be predicated upon the above stipulations, shall be made 
or rejected by that government In the event of a refusal to enter 
into and ratify such a treaty, on the part of the Mexican govern- 
ment, the government of Texas reserves to itself the right to dis- 
pose of them as they may think proper and equitable, relative to 
the conduct of the Mexican forces towards the volunteers and sol- 
diers of Texas, who have heretofore fallen into their hands. 

" 12th. The high contracting parties mutually agree to refer the 
treaty intended to be executed and solemnized by the two govern- 
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ments vf Texas and of Mexico, on the basis establislied in this 
compact, to the government of the United States of the north, and 
to iolicit the guaranty of that government for the fiilfihnent, by 
the contracting parties respectively, of their several engag^nents ; 
the said parties pledging themselves, in case of any disagreement or 
dedication, to submit all matters in controversy to the final decision 
and adjustment of that government For this purpose the con- 
tracting parties shall, as soon as practicable after the ratification of 
said treaty, depute one or more commissionerB to the court of 
Washington, invested with plenary powers to perfect the object of 
this stipulation. 

^ l^Ui. Any act of hostility on the part of the retreating Mexi- 
can troops, or any depredation upon public or private property com- 
mitted by those troops, or ai^ inq>ediment inssented to the occupa- 
tion of any part of the territory of Texas, by the forces thereof, on 
the part of the Mexican troops, shall be considered a violation of 
this agreement" 



H. 

TEXAS ONCE A PAR* OF THE UNION. 

In his letter of 1844, Mr. Walker says: — 

** Texas, as Mr. Jefiferson declared, was as clearly embraced in 
the purchase by us of Louisiana, as New Orleans itself; and that it 
was a part of that region, is demonstrated by the discovery, by the 
great Lasalle, of the sotirce and mouth of the Mississippi, and his 
occupancy for France west of the Colorado. Our right to Texas as 
a part of Louisiana, was asserted and demonstrated by Presidents 
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and John Quincy Adams. No one of 
our jM^dents has ever doubted our title ; and Mr. Clay has ever 
maintained it as dear and unquestionable. Louisiana was acquired 
by a treaty with France, in 1803, by Mr. Jefferson ; and in the let- 
ter of Mr. Madison, the secretary of state, dated March 31, 1804, 
he says, expressing his own views and those of Mr. Jefferson, that 
LouisiSia * extended westwardly to the Rio Bravo, otherwise called 
Rio del Norte. Orders were accordingly obtained fix)m the Sjpcmish 
authoriti|ft for the delivery of oK the posts "on the west side of tho 
MissisS^i.'' And in his letter of the 31st January, 1804, Mr. Mad- 
19 ♦ 
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mm deckres that Mr. Lansrat, the French commiBsioner who defwr 
tred ffie po$9e$8wn qf Louisiana to u$y njmovmced the *Del Norte as 
its tme boasdaiy.' Here, th^i, ia the deliveij <^ the posseaoioa of 
Lonisiaiia by Spain to France, and France to us, Texas krkicladed. 
In the letter c^Mr. Madiaon of the 8th July, 1804, h& declares the 
<^q)osition of Mr. Jefferson to the ' rdmqtd^anM of ofi^ territory, 
whatever, eastward of the Rio Bra^ro.' In the letter ui James Mon- 
roe, of the 8th November, 1803, he encloses documents, which he 
says, ' prove vnconJUBUMy^ that the boundary of Louisiana is ' the Rio 
Bjravo to the west,' and Mr. Pinckney unites with him in a similar 
declaration. In a subsequent letter — not to a foreign government, 
but to Mr. Madison— of the 20th April, 1805, they assert onr title 
as unquestionable. In Mr. Monroe's letters, as secretary of state, 
dated January 19, 1816, and June 10, 1816, he says none could ques* 
tion onr 'title to Texas;' and he expresses his concurrence in 
opinion with Jeflferson and Madison, 'that our title to the IkA. 
Norte was as clear as to the island of New Orleans.' In his. letter, 
as secretary of state, to Don Onis, of the 12th March, 1818, John 
Quincy Adams says, ' the claim of France alwajrs did extend west- 
ward to the Rio Bravo ;' *she akoays claimed the territory which 
you call Texas, as being within the limits, and forming a part, of 
Louisiana.' After demonstrating our tide to Texas' in tins better, 
Mr. Adams says, * Well might Messrs. Pinckney and Monroe write 
to M. Cevallos, in 1805, that the claim of the United States to the 
boundary of the Rio Bravo, was as clear as their right to the island 
of New Orleans.' Again, in his letter of th^ 31st October, 1818, 
Mr. Adams says our title to Texas is * established beyond the power 
of further controversy.' 

" Here, then, by the discovery and occupation of Texas, as a part 
of Louisiana, by Lasalle, for France, in 1685 ; by the delivery of 
possession to us, in 1803, by Spain and France ; by the action oi our 
government from the date of the treaty of acquisition to the date of 
the treaty <rf surrender, (avowedly so, on its face ;) by the opinion 
of all our presidents and ministers connected in any. way willithe 
acquisition, our title to Texas was undoubted. It was surrendered 
to Spain by the treaty of 1819 ; but- Mr. Clay maintained, in his 
speech of the 3d April, 1820, that territory covid not he alimated 
merely by a treaty; and consequently, that, notwithstanding the 
treaty, Texas was still our own. In the cession of a portion of Maine, 
it was asserted, in legislative resolutions by MassachralUs and 
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Mdne, and ccmceded by this gDvemment, fhat loo poition of Maine 
oonld be ceded by treaty withontthe coseent <^ Maine. Did Texas 
assent to this treaty, or can we cede part of a Tenitor7,bat not of a 
State? These are grave questions; they raise the point whether 
Texas is not now a part of our territory, and whether her people 
may not no^ rig^KtfhUy claim the protection of our government and 
laws. Rec<dlect this was not a qaestbn of settlement nndar the 
powers of this -government of a disputed boundary. The trea^ 
declares, as respects Texas, that we ' cede to hii Catholic mo§e$ty* 
Cmnmenting on this, in his speech before referred to, Mr. Clay says 
it was not a question of the power in case of dii^mte ' of fixing a 
boundary previously existing.' ' It was, on the contrary, the case of an 
avowed cession of territory from the United States to Spain.' 
Although, tiien, the government may be competent to fix a disputed 
boundary, by ascertaining as near as practicable where it is ; althou^ 
also, a State, with the consent of this government, as in the case of 
Maane,maycedeaporti<mof her toritory; yet, it by no means fol- 
lows that this government, by treaty, could -cede a Territory of the 
Union. Couid we by treaty eede Florida to Spain, especially with- 
out eonsulting^the people of Florida ? and if not, the treaty by which 
Texas was surrendered, was, as Mr. Clay contended, moperalwe. 

^By the treaty of 1803, by which, we have seen, Texas was 
acquired by us from France, we pledged our faith to-Ihmee, and to 
thepoopU of Texaiy never to surrender that* territory. The third 
article of that treaty declares, ' the inhabitants of the ceded territo- 
ry MU be incorporated in the Union ofihe UmtedJSkdeSj and admit- 
ted as soon as possible, according to the principles of the federal 
constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and 
immunities, of ciikena ^ iht United States ; and in the mum Hmt 
iikej dudl be protected in the free enjoymei^ of their liberty, prop- 
erty, and the religicm which they profess.' Such was our pledge to 
Enmee and to the.peb^ of Texas by die treaty of purchase ; and if 
our subsequent treaty of cession to Spain was not unconstitutional 
and invalid, it was a gross infraction of a previous treaty, and of one 
ofihe fbndBfnental conditions under which Texas was acqunred. 

^ Here, then, are many grave questions of constitutiottal power. 
Could the solemn guaranty to France, and to the people of Texas, 
be rescinded by a treaty with Spain ? Can this government, by its 
own mere power, surrender any portion of its territory ? Can it cut 
off a territory without the consent of its people, and surrender them 
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and the territory to a foreign power? Can it expatriate and expel 
from the Union its own citizens, who occupy that territory, ^and 
change an American citizen into a citizen of Spain or Mexico ? 
These are momentous questions, wMch it is not necessaty now to 
determine, and in regard to which I advance at this time, no opinion. 
Certain, however, it is, that with the consent of the people of Texas, 
Congress can carry out. the solemn pledges of the treaty of 1803, 
and admit one or more States from Texas into the Union. 

** BPFORTS OF ADAMS AND CLAY, AND OP JACKSON AND VAN 
BITRSN, TO RBANNEX TEXAS TO THE UNION, IN 1825, 1827, 

1829, 1833, AND 1835. 

*^ The question as to Texas, is, in any aspect, a question of the 
reestablishment of our ancient boundaries, and the repossession 
<^ a territory most reluctantly surr^idered. The surrender of terri- 
tory, even if constitutional, is almost universally inexpedient and 
unwise, and, in any event, when circumstances may seem to demand 
such a surrender, the territory thus abandoned, should .always be 
reacquired, whenever it may be* done with justice and profniety. 
Independent of these views, we have the recorded opinion of John 
Quincy Adams as president, and Henry Clay as secretary of state, 
and also of Gen. Andrew Jackson as fnresident, and Martin Van 
Buren as secretary of state, that Texas ought to be reannexed to 
the Union. On the 26th of March, 1825, Mr. Clay, in conformity 
with his own viei^, and the express directions of M^, Mams, as pres- 
ident, directed a letter to IlLr. Poinsett, our minister at Mexico, 
instructing him to endeavor to procure from Mexico a transfer to us 
of Texas to the Del Norte. In this letter, Mr. Clay says, *the 
president wishes you to effect that object' . Mr. Clay adds, * the 
line of the Sabine approaches our great western mart near^ than 
could be wished. Perhaps the Mexican government may not be 
unwilling to establish that of the Rio Brasses de Dioe, on the Rio 
Colorado, or the Snow mountains, or the Rio del Norte, in lieu of it* 
Mr. Clay urges, also, the importance of having entirely within our 
limits, ^ the Red river and Arkansas, and their req>ective tributary 
streams.' 

"On the 15th of March, 1827, Mr. Clay again renewed the effort 
to procure the cession of Texas. In his letter of instruction of 
that date, to our minister at Mexico, he says, * the president hSis 
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tiiottgfat the present might be an anspicioiis p^od for urging a nego- 
tiation at Mexico, to settle the boondaiy of the two Republics.' 
'If we could obtain such a boundary as we desire, the gov^nment 
of the United States might be disposed to pay a reasonable pecuni- 
ary compensation. The boundary we prefer is that, which begin- 
ning at the mouth of the Rio del Norte in the sea, shall ascend tiiat 
river to the mouth of the Rio Puerco, thence ascending this rirerto 
its source, and from its source by a line due north to strike the 
Arkansas, thence, following the southern bank' of the Aikansas to 
its source, in latitude 42° north ; and thence by that parallel of lati- 
tude to the South sea.' And he adds, the treaty may provide *for 
the incorporation of the inhabitants into the Union.' 

" Mr. Van Buren, in his letter, as secretary of state, to ouf min- 
ister at Mexico, dated August 25, 1829, says, * It is the wish of the 
president that you should, without delay, open a negotiation with 
the Mexican government, for the purchase of so much of the ]wov- 
ince of Texas, as is hereinafter described.' ' He is induced by a 
rfcg> conviction of the real necessity of the proposed acquisition, not 
only is a guard for our western frontier, and the proteeHon of J^eus 
Orleans, but also to secure forever to the inhabitants of the valley 
of the Mississippi, the undisputed and undisturbed possession of the 
navigation of that river.' * The territory, of wMch a cessicm is 
desired by the United States, is all that part of the ]»x)vince of 
Texas which, lies east of a tine beginning at the Gulf of Mexico, in 
the centre of tiie desert, or grand prairie, which lies west of the Rio 
Nueces.' And Mr. Van Burep adds, the treaty may provide ' for 
the incorporation of the inhabitants into the Union.' And he then 
enters into a long and powerful argument of bis own, infavor of the 
reacquisition of Texas. 

« On the 20th of March, 1833, Gen. Jackson, through Mr. liv- 
ingston, as secretary of state, renews to our minister at Mexico, the 
former ^ instructions on the subject o£ the prq>osed cession.' On 
the 2d of July, 1835, General Jackson, through Mr. Forsyth, as sec- 
retary of state, renews the instructions to obtain the cession of Texas, 
and expresses *■ an anxious desire to secure the very desirable alter- 
ation in our boundary with Mexico.' On the 6th of August, 1835, 
General Jackson, through Mr« Fors3rth, as secretary of state, directs 
our minister at Mexico to endeavor to procure for us, from that gov- 
ernment, the foDowing boundary, Mieginniiig at the Gulf of Mex- 
ico,<proceeding along the eastern bank of the river Rio Bravo del 
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Nofte,to the 37th parallel of latitude, and thence along that paial^ 
to the Pacific' This noble and glcmoua pxqposition of G^^ral 
Jackson woold have secured to us not only the whole of Texas, but 
also the largest and most valuable portion oi ui^>er California, to- 
gether with the bay and harbor of San Francisco, the best on the 
western coast of America, and equal to any- in the world. If, then, 
it wa» deaned, as it is clearly [nroved^ most desirable to obtain the 
leannezatioa ai Texas, down to a period as late as AugOBt, 1835, 
is k less knpoitant at this period?" 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH COKGKESS, SECOND SESSION^ 

Befun and held at the City of Waehmgtsn^ m th» Diefrict of Ck^htm' 
bia, on Mondayt the eeoond dajf of December, ^eighteen hundFed and 
forty- fowr* .' ' 

JOINT BESOLUnON EOR ANNEXING TEXAS TO THE UNITED STATES. 

^ Besohed hy the Senate and House <f RepreitnJMves of At United 
States of America m Congress as^eiMedi Thai Congress doth ccm- 
^esA that the territory prc^seiiy inchidedwithin, tmd rigfatftdly he^ 
longing to,, the s^obUc «f Texas,^may h9 erected into a new State, 
to be cdled- the -State of Texas, ^th a republican fomf Of govern- 
ment, to be adopted by the people of said republic, by deputies in 
convention assembled,vwith die consent of the existing government, 
in order that th^ dame may be adnuttedasone o£ the States of this 
Union. 

^2. And be it further resolved^ That die foregoing consent .of 
Congress is given upon the following conditions^ and with the ^- 
lowing guaranties, to wit: First Said- State to be formed, subject 
to the acfjustment by this govemmmit of all questions of boundary 
that may arise with other governments;^ and the c<Histitutien there- 
of, with the {»oper evidence of its adoption by the pe<^le of said 
republic of Texas, shall be transmkted to the presideitt of the 
United States, to be laid before Congress fi» itd final action on or 
before the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six. Second. Said State, when admitted into the Union, after 
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ceding to the United States all public edtficeB, fortificatiom, bar- 
racks, ports and harbors^ navy ai^ navy^yards^ docks, magaxmei^ 
arms, annamenjs, and all other j^ropesty and means pertaining to 
the public defence bekmgmg to said republic of Texas, shall re- 
tain all the public fonds, debts, taxes, and dues of every kind, 
which may bd<mg.to or be due and owing said republic ; and shall 
also retain alLthe vacant and unappropriatod lands lying within its 
limits, to be applied to the payment of the debts and liabilities of 
said republic of Texas, and the residue of said lands, after dis- 
charging said debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State 
may direct ; but in no event are said debts and liabilities to become 
a charge upon the government of the United States. Third, New 
States, of convenient size, not exceeding fi>ur in number, in addi- 
tion to said State of Texas, and having sufficient population, may 
hereal^r, by the consent of said State, be f(»med (Hit of the terri- 
tory thereof, which, shall be entitled to admission under the provis- 
ions of the federal constitution. And sudi States as may be formed 
out of that pc^on of said territory lying south of thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes ncoth latitude, commonly known as the Missouri 
compromise line, shall be admitted into -the Union, with or without 
ekvery, as the peo^e of each State asking admisskm may desire. 
And in^sueh Sti^^r Stetes as shall be foimed out of said tenittny, 
north of «aid Mi8S<mri compromise line, slavery or involuntary s^ 
vitude, (except fer crime,) ^all be prohibited. 

^a And be U JuHhtr^ rtniked^ That if the president of the 
United States shall, in his judgment and discretion^ deem it most 
advisable, instead of .proeeeding to submit the feregoing lesduticm 
to the republic of Texas, as an ov^ture on the part of the United 
States for admission^ to negotiate with that republic — then. Be U 
resokedj That a State, to be fcmned out of the present republic oi 
Texas, witii suitabje extent and boundaries, and with two repre- 
sentatives in Congress, until the next apportionment of representa- 
ticm, shall be admitted into the Union, by virtue of this act,, on an 
eqaaA feoting with the existing States, as soon as the terms aoid 
conditions of such adimssion, and the cession of the remaining 
Texan territory to the United States^ shall be agreed upon by the 
governments of Texas and the United States ; and that the sum oi 
one hundred thousand- dollars be, imd the same is hereby, ap|Mx>pri- 
ated to deftay the expenses of missions uid negotiatioius to agree 
upon the temn of stJd admission and cession, either by treaty to be 
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iabmitted to the semite, of by articles to be sobimtted to the two 
bouwf of CoDgreiSy w the president may direct 

"J. W. JONES, 
** Speaker of the House of Representativee. 
** WILLIE P. MANGUM, 
^ Pretideat pro tempore of the Senate, 
** il^pcored, Msrch 1, 1846. JOHN TYLER." 

JOINT RESOLUTION, 

Giving the Coneeni of the exitting Government to the Annexation of 
Texas to the United States, 

*' Whereas, the goremment of the United States hath pix^iosed 
ttte following terms, guaranties, and conditions oa which the people 
and territory of the republic of Texas may be erected into a new 
State, to be called the State of Texas, and admitted as one of the 
States of the American Union, to wit : 

[Here follow the two first sections of the joint rcs<duti(Mi of the 
Congress of the United States.] 

" And whereas, by said terms, the c<nisent of the existing gov- 
ernment of Texas is required ; .therefore, 

*^Be it rtBolved by fht Senate and House of RepreBeniatives of (he 
Rqnddic of Texas in Congress assembiedj That the government of 
Texas doth consent that the people and territory of the republic of 
Texas may be erected into a new State, to be called the State of 
Texas, with a republican form of government, to be adopted by the 
pec^le of said republic by deputies in convention assembled, in 
order that the same may be admitted as one o£ the States of the 
American Union ; and said consent is given on the termff, guaran^ 
ties, and conditions set forth in the preamble to this joint resolution. 

" Sect. 2. Be it furihar resolvedr That ^e proclamation of the 
president of the republic of Texas, bearing date May fiflh, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five, and the election of deputies to sit in con- 
vention at Austin on the fourth day of July next, for the adoption 
of a constitution for the State of Texas, had in accordance there- 
with, hereby receives the ccmsent of the existing government of 
Texas. 

" Sect. 3. Beit fiaiher resohed. That the president of Texas 
is hereby requested immediately to furnish the government of the 
Umted States, through their accredited minister near this govern- 
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ment, with a copj of this joint resolation ; also to fbmish the con- 
vention to assemble at Austin on the 4th of Jofy next a copy of the 
same ; and the same shall take effect from and after its passage. 

"JOHN M. LEWIS, 

" Speaker of the Eomeof BepreeemUstwee. 

"K. L, ANDERSON, 

**Fre^idMa of ike Senate. 
" Approved, June 23, 1845. 

•♦ANSON JONES." 

«< Depa&tmekt op State, June 23, 1845. 
^ The undersigned, secr^ary of state of the republic of Texas, 
hereby certifies that die foregoing is a copy of the o^ginal joint 
resolutions on file in the archives of this office. 
^ 1 ^ testimony wh^^of, the official seal of the department 
l^ S.J jg hereunto affixed. 

«EBEN'R ALLEN." 

AN ORDINANCE. 

^ Whereas, the Congress of the United States of America has 
passed resolutions providing for the annexation of Texas to that 
Union, which resolutions were approved by die president of the 
United States on the first day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-five ; and whereas the president of the United States has 
submitted to Texas the first and second sections of the said resolu- 
tion, as the basis upon which Texas may be admitted as one of the 
States of the said Union ; and whereas the existing government of 
the republic of Texas has assented to the proposals thus made, the 
terms and conditions of which are as follows : — 

[The two first sections of the joint resolution of the Congress of 
the United States are here quoted.] 

" Now, in order to manifest the assent of the people of this 
republic, as required in the above recited portions of the said reso- 
lutions, we, the deputies of the people of Texas, in convention 
assembled, in tiieir name , and by their authority, do ordain and 
declare, that we assent to and accept the proposals, conditions, and 
guarantiee contained in the first and second sections of the resolu- 
tion of the Congress of the United States aforesaid. 

«* THOMAS J. -RVSK, President. 

"Phil. M. Cuny, H. G. Runnels, Robert M. Forbes, Sam. Lusk, 
Jno. Caldwell, Jose Antonio Navarra, Geo. M. Brown, Gustavus A^ 
20 
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Bveiti, Leinod Dde Evam, J. R Ifllkr, R. £. R Bi^lor, J. a 
Majfield, R. Bache, James Love, Wm. Lb Hnirter, John D. Ander- 
•on, bate Parker, P. O. Loflqikiii, Fnacm Moofe, Jr., laaaiy W. 
Bnabeaif Alexander McGowan, Isaac Van Zandt, S. Holland, 
Edward Clark, Gea W. Smytfa, James Armstrong,' Fruicis W. 
White, James DaTis, George T. Wood» G. W. Wright, H. R. 
Latimer, John M. Lewis, James Scott, Archibald McNeill, A. C. 
Hoiton, Israel Standifer, Jos. L. Hogg, Cluuk S. Taylor, David 
Gage, Henry B. Jewett, Cavitt Armstrong, James Bower, Albert. H. 
LiOnier, Wm. C. Yonng, J. Pinckney Hendencm, Nichtdas H. 
Darnell, Emery Rains, A. W. O. Hicks, James IL Barrongtis, 
H. L. Kino^, William L. Caeenan, A. 8. Cimningfaafli, Abner S. 
Lipscomb, John Henqihill, Van. R. Irion. 
•« Adopted* July 4, lS4tf. 

"Attest: "JAMBS H. RAYMOND, 

** aecretaty of the OmtenHon." 

" CiTT OF AuaxiN, Republic op Texas, i 
/ «« Jw7y 6. 1846. 5 

^I certify the foregoing is a corre<^ copy of the ordinance as 
adopted and signed by the members of the convention on yesterday, 
July 4, 1845. 

"JAMES H. RAYMOND,^ 

" Secretary of the Convention" 

Mr, Donelson to Mr. Buchanan, 
[No. 34.] "Lboation of the United States, ^ 

"Austin, July 7, 1845. 5 
"Sir: Since my note of yesterday, the enclosed resolution of the 
convention has been handed to me. It is but a repetition of the 
application heretofore made by the existing government of Texas, 
for the occupation of her frontier with our troops. 

" I am, very respectfully, jrour obedient servant, 

"A. J. DONELSON. 
••Hon. James Buchanan, 

* Secretary of SMe of the United Statet, Sgc, ^." 

3^. Eu^ to Mr, Donekon, 

"Convention Rook, i 
" Austin, Texat, July 7, 1846. > 
"Sm: By order of the convention, I have the himor herewith to 
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transimt to yoctr excellency the encloeed co^ of a resohttioa 
adopted by the honorable conTentkm this day. 
^ Veiy respectfoUy, your excellency's most obedient servant, 

««TH. J. RUSK, PrmtkiU, 
^ «Hi8 Excellency A. J. Donbubon, 

, •* Chatg6 SAffwrek of ike Unitod States, S50, ^," 

KESOLUnON 

Relative to the Introduction of the Un&ed Skates Forces into Texas* 

^^BeUresdvedl^theVqmtiea ofthePeopUtnConve^^ 
That the president of the Umted States of America is hereby 
anthemed and requested to occupy and establish posts, without 
delay, upon the firontier and exposed positions of this republic ; and 
to introduce for such purpose, and defence of the territory and 
people of Texas, such forces as may be necessary and advisable for 
the same. , ' 

** Adopted u^ convention, at the city of Austin, Republic of 
Texas, July 7, 1845. 

"THO. J. RUSK, President. 
"Attest: 

"JAS. H. RAYMOND, 

** Seeretarjf of the Convention," 
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CORRESPONDENCE, kc. 

"ExBCUnVB DBPABnCBMV, 1 

Washinoton, June 18, 1845. j 
**Tothe honorable the Senate ; 

" The executive herewith respectfully transmits to your honor- 
able body, for its constitutional advice and action, the * conditions 
preliminary to a treaty of peace between Mexico and Texas,' sigifed 
on the part of the former at the city of Mexico, on the 19th of May 
ultimo, together with an additional declaration made by the govern- 
ment of Mexico of the same date, in connection with those con- 
ditions. * • 

^ The c(nTeq[>OBdence connected with the above is also trans- 
mitted for the infimnation of the senate. 
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** llie execatiye requests the senate to retom the origmal papers 
so soon as they shall have received its examination and action. 

"ANSON JONES." 

[Translation.] 

**Lbo^tiom or France in Mexico, 
MEXicOf May 20, 1845. 

** Mr. President : I am happy to be able to announce to your 
excellency that the Mexican government, after having obtained the 
authorization of the two chambers of Congress, has acceded to the 
four preliminary articles which the secretary of state of Texas had 
remitted to the charges d'af&ires of France and England near your 
government, and which these last had transmitted to me and to the 
minister of her Britannic majesty, to be presented to the executive 
power of Mexico. 

" The act of acceptation, clothed witii the necessary forms, will 
be handed by Mr. EHiott to ihe secretaiy of state of the Texan 
government, and your excellency will thence find yourself in a 
situation to name commissioners to negotiate with Mexico the defin- 
itive treaty between Mexico and Texas. 

"The success which has crowned our efforts has only been 
obtained b^r much management of susceptibilities. But I should 
say that the dispositions of the executive power have never appeared 
doubtful to me, and that they give me the hope of a solution proper 
to satisfy the two parties, and to assure their reciprocal well being. 

*^ If, in the course which must be given to this affair, I can con- 
tribute to the wise views and sound policy which animate your 
excellency, I shall lend myself to it with so much the more zeal, 
that it relates to the accomplishment of a work useful to humanity ; 
and if the result answers to our hopes, I shall consider the part 
which I have taken in it as one of the deeds for which I may most 
applaud myself in my diplomatic career. 

'< Receive, Mr. President, the assurances of the high consideration 
witl^ which I am your excellency's very humble and most obedient 
servant, 

"BARON ALLEYE DE CYPEEY. 

" His Excellency Mr. Anson Jones, 

- " President of the RepuhUc of Texas, 4rc. 

" The foregoing is a correct translation of the original. 

"STEPHEN Z. HOYLE, TVanslatof:' 
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Cf&ndUions preliminary to a Treaty of Peace between Mexico and Texae, 

^1. Mexico consents to acknowledge the independence of 
Texas. 

^ 2. Texas engages that she will stipulate in the treaty not to 
annex herself or become subject to any country whatever. 

^'3. Limits and other conditions to be matter of arrangement in 
the final treaty. 

^ 4. Texas will be willing to remit disputed points respecting ter- 
ritory And other matters to the arbitration of umpires. 

'* Done at Washington, (on the Brazos^) the 29th March, 1845. 
«*AJBHBEL SMITH, 

«« Secretary of State." [l. s.] 

[Translatl<Mi.] 

"Mbxioo, *Jfay 20, 1845. 
"The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary of his mdjesty the king of the French, and minister 
plenipotentiary of her Britannic majesty, certify that the above copy 
conforms with the original which has been presented to them by Mr. 
Elliott, her Britannic majesty's charge d'affaires to Texas. 

"BARON ALLEYE DE GYPREY. [l. b. 
•* CHARLES BANKHEAD. [l. g.] 

'* The above is a correct translation of the original. 

"S. Z. HOYLE, Tramlator." 

[Translation.] 

^ The minister of foreign afikirs and government of the Mexican 
Republic has received the preliminary propositions of Texas for an 
arrangement or definitive treaty between Mexico and Texas, which 
are of the following tenor : — 

** *Oondiiiom preliminary to a Treaty of Peace between Mexico and Texas^ 
*^ ' Ist Mexico consents to acknowledge the independence of 

Texas. 
" '2d. Texas engages that she will stipulate in the treaty not to 

annex herself or become subject to any countiy whatever. 
*^ * 3d. Limits and other conditioDs to be matter of arrangement 

in the final treaty. 

20* 
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M(4tlL Texai will be wining to remit diipated pointe respectiQg 
territory, and other mttten, to the aibitratiiMi <^ umpires. 
•" 'Done at Washington, (on the Brazos,) the 29th of March, 1845. 
«ASHB£L SMTTH, [i.. s.] 

** Smfretary of Stau: 

*^The government of the repoblic has asked, in conseqaence, of 
the national Congress, the anthOTity which it has granted, and which 
is of the following tenor :-— 

^ ' The goTomment is authorized to hear the propositions whidi 
Texas has made, and to proceed to fte arrangement or celebration 
of the treaty, that may be ft and honorable to the republic, giving 
an ace omit to Congress for its examinatiDn and appiovaL' 

« In consequence of the preceding aothcOTty of tiie Congress of 
tiie Mexican republic, tiie undersigned, minister of foreign affiiirs 
and goyeinment, declares : That the supreme government receives 
tiie four articles above mentioned as the preliminaries of a fonnal 
and definitive treaty ; and forther, thatit is disposed to commence the 
negotiation as Texas may desire, and to receive the commisskmers 
which she may name for this purpose. 

••LUIS G. CUBVAS. [l. s.] 

•• Mbxioo, Ifoy 19, 184^. 

^ The above is a correct translation of the original 

•* STEPHEN Z. HOYLE, TrantiUOor:' 

{Translation.] 
ADDITIONAL DECLARATION. 

^ It is understood that besides the four preliminary articles pro- 
posed by Texas, there are oth^ essential and in^rtant points 
which ought also to be included in the negotiation, and that if this 
negotiation is not realized on account of circumstances, or because 
Texas, induced by the law passed in the United States on 
annexation, should consent thereto, either directly (»r indirectly, 
tiien the answer iidiich under this date is given to Texa^ by the 
undersigned, minister for foreign ai&iis, shall be considered as null 
and void. 

" LUIS G. OUEVAa [L. 8.] 

•• Mexico, May 19, 184d. 

^ The above is a correct translation of the originaL 

•*OTEPHEN Z. HOTLB, IVaiMtttor." 



▲PPBIflHX. 

''ExSCUnVS DaPABTMBNT, 1 

Washington, Tbxab, Jwu 6, 1845. > 

"Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
excellency's letter of the ^iOth ultuno, which, together with the 
the official docmnentB referred to in it, and by which Mexico has 
given her assent to the preliminaries of peace with Texas, upon the 
basis of an acknowledgment of the independence of the hitter, 
werelianded me by Mr. Elliott, charg^ d'affaires of her Britannic 
mi^ty near this government, on the 2d instant 

^ For your kindness and courtesy in transmitting these interesting 
and important papers, as well as |br your valuable services in 
producing the result which they announce to me, and the offer of a 
continuance of the same good offices whenever they can be useful, 
I beg you to accept my best thanks. Should the result be the 
establishment of a good understanding and a lasting peace between 
the governments of Texas and Mexico, with the concurrence of 
their people, the cause of humanity will assuredly be greatly 
indebted to your effi>rt9 in its behal£ 

^ I have the honor to transmit to you herewith, for such disposi- 
tion as you may think proper to moke of them, certified copies of 
the proclamation issued by me on the 4th instant, announcing to the 
people the agreement of M^co to the pieMmmaries of peace, and 
the consequent cessation of hostilities between the two countries. 

" The Congress of Texas wiD assemble on the 16th of the present 
month, and a convention on the 4th of July proximo. These bodies 
have been convened to consider the propositions made by the govern- 
ment of the United States on the subject of annexation. The sub- 
ject of our relations with Mexico will also be presented to them, 
their decisions will necessarily govern my future action in 
reference to the same. 

" Accept, sir, the assurances of high consideration and respect 
witt) which I remain your excellency's most obedient humble servant, 

« ANSON JONES. 

^ His Exo^lency the Baror Allbtb db Otfsbt, &c. &c." 
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MEXICAN CUtCULABS. 



** OmcE OF War axd MASDrB, > 
Section of Operatioiu. $ 

''The United States have consommated the perfidy against Mez-. 
ico by sanctioning the decree which declares the annexation of the 
department of Texas to that repablic. The injustice of that 
osarpation is apparent, and Mexico cannot tolerate such a grave 
injury without making an effort to prove to the United States the 
possibility of her ability to cause her rights to be respected. With 
this object; the supreme government has resolved upon a declara- 
tion of war against that power, seeing that our forbearance, instead 
of being received as a proof of our friendly disposition, has been 
interpreted into an acftbowledged impossibility on our part to cany 
on a successful war. 

^ Such an error, on the part of jke United States, will be advan- 
tageous to Mexico, because, suddenly abandoning its pacific atti- 
tude, it will to-morrow conmiunicate to Congress the declaration 
of war, and excite the patriotism of its citizens to sustain the 
dignity of the nation, and the integrity of its territory, now treach- 
erously attacked, in utter disregard of all guaranties recognized in 
this enlightened age. 

•* You will readily appreciate the importance of this subject, and 
the necessity of preparing the troops under your command to march 
towards any point which may require protection against these most 
unjust aggressions. I am directed by the provisional president to 
enjoin you, as general-in-chief x>f your division, and as a citizen of 
this republic, to hold yourself in readiness to repel those who seek 
the ruin of Mexico. The government is occupied in covering the 
deficient points on the frontiers, and in collecting the necessary 
means, so that nothing may be wanting to those whose glory it will 
be to defend the sacred rights of their country. 

*^ I have the honor to communicate for your intelligence, and to 
direct your conduct 

« God and liberty. GABCIE CONDE. 

«« Mexico, July 12, 1845." 
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Thia drcuiar to the Authoritiei sttbardinate to thU Office, 

^ Most exceu^ent Senoe : As my notes of the 30th of March 
and 7th of April of this year, concerning the deserters and recruits 
for the army, have not produced effects which his excellency the 
president ad interim desired, as the governors have not been able to 
gather a number of men, by any means adequate to thQ wants of 
the army, his excellency has ordered your excellency to provide 
the mater^ to enable the different departments to furnish their 
quota, and complete the contingent of troops required by the de- 
crees of the 29th of December, 1843, and 2d July, 1844; for 
although the supreme government has not exacted with punctual- 
ity, the complement from the departments, she now sees herself 
under the necessity of doing so, for the war which she wages 
against the United States, the perfidy and treachery of which power 
put her in possession of a part of this Republic. 

*^ His excellency, the president ad irUerim, requires that your ex- 
cellency inform tiie governors of the necessity which exists of 
detailing the number of men, so highly necessary to fill the ranks 
of the army, and to excite the zeal and patriotism of the authorities, 
that their preparations shall be so efi*ectual as to fulfil the desires 
of the government, and prevent the dignity of the nation from 
being in any measure compromised. 

*^ I have the honor to communicate to your excellency the follow- 
ing, to be used as occasion may require. 

" God and liberty. GARCIA CONDE. 

"Jtt/y 16, 1845." 

Most excellent Setior, Minister of Foreign Relations and of Police, 
Transmit to the Authorities depending upon your Department, 

"Most excellent Senor: It bein^ necessaiy that the troops 
of the line should cover the frontiers of the republic, and march 
towards Texas, to conquer that department, now usurped by the 
United States, his excellency the president ad interim, ha» com- 
manded me to transmit yon this note, to excite the zeal and patriot- 
ism of the governors, that they place under arms, in their respective 
districts, all the force Which can be collected in defence of the law, 
to be ready to serve as a safeguard of the respective departments, 
according to the decree of the 4th of June of this year, and the 
regulation of the 7th instant 
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*^ Your ezcelleiicy will conunomcate to the governor^ this supreme 
resolutiim, and will infonn them of the obligations under which the 
citizens are to contribute to the defence of their country, and to 
sustain rights violated by a nation which refuses to acknowledge 
thera, and obliges Mexico to maintain them by force — which it 
most undoubtedly will, or fall iii the struggle. She will not con- 
sent to give up one half of her territory, from the base fear of losing 
the other. Hoping your excellency will furnish me with informa- 
tion as to the number of men which can be devoted to this impor- 
tant object, yoiH excellency will please to accept my most high 
consideration. 

« God and liberty. -^ GARCIA CONDE. 

"Mexico, Jufy 16, 1845. 
" To the most excellent Senor, minister of foreign relations and 

police." 



MR. SLIDELL^S LEtT£R OF CREDENCE. 
" JAMES K. POLK,. 

** PBBSIDXNT 07 THB UNITBD STATES OF AME&ICA. 

"Great and good Frjend: I have made choice of JohnSlL- 
dell, one of our distinguished citizens, to reside near the govern- 
ment of the Mexican republic, in the quality of envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America. He 
is well informed of the relative interests of the two countries, and 
of our sincere desire to restore, cultivate, and strengthen friendship 
and good correspondence between uiC; and from a knowledge bf his 
fidelity and good conduct, I have entire confidence that he will ren- 
der himself acceptable to the Mexican govermnent^ by his constant 
endeavors to preserve and ^advance the mterest* and happiness of 
both nations. I therefore request your excellency to receive him 
fiivorably, and to give full tsredence to whatever he shall say on the 
part of the United States. And I pray God to have you in his safe 
and holy keeping. 

•* Written at the city of Wa^ington, the t^th day of November, 



A^SMPiz. 389 

in the year of our Lord one thoaawd eifi^t hondred and forty-five, 
and of the independence of the United States the seventietii. 
^ Your good firiend, 

"JAMES K, POLK. 
«By tiie President: 

** JjLMBS BUCHAKAN, 

" Secretary of Staie. 

« To his Excellency Dov Jobb Joaquqc 'HBaii»a4, 

**Pre$HkiU of tMe Mfexietin BtpMio:' 



M. 

LETTEE. 
Mr, Pena y Pena to Mr. SUdeU. 

« PaIACB of the NaTIOKAL GOTBBVICBNT, 7 

Mbxioo, December 16, 1845. \ 
^ The undersigned, minister of foreign relations, in answer to the 
letter which his excellency Mr. John Slidell, was pleased to address 
to him yesterday, has the honor to inform him that the delay in his 
rec^ition, to which he alludes, and the consequent -dday in answer- 
ing hi» preceding note, making known his arrival, in this ciq>ital, 
and accompanjring a copy of his credentials, have arisen solely from 
Certain difficulties, occasioned by the nature of those credentials, as 
compared with the proposition made by the United Stat^, through 
their consul, to treat peacdully upon the affairs of Texas, with the 
person who should be appointed to that effect; for which reason it 
has been found necessary to submit the said credentials to the coun- 
cil of government, for its opinion with regard to them. 

^ The undersigned will c<HnmuniGate the result to his excellency 
without loss of time ; assuring him meanwhile that the government 
of Mexico is ready to proceed agreeably to what it jHoposed in its 
answer on the subject 

" The undeisigned avails himself of this opportunity to offer to his 
ezcelleney Mr. Slidell, the assurances of his very distinguished con- 
sideration. 

"MANUEL DE LA PENA Y PENA. 

^ His Excellency John Slidell, &c. &c." 
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LETTER. 



Mr. Slideil to Mr. Pemf if Pena. 

m 

"Mexico, December 24, 1845- 
** The andereigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America, had the honor to receive, on 
the evening- of Sunday the 21 et instant, the communication of Mr. 
Peila y PeHa, dated on the preceding day* The underaigTied will 
abstain from Uie full expression of the feelings of astoniiihment and 
di^aatisf action which its peruj^al has so naturally excited, fearful 
that, if he did not do so, he mig-ht ovoratep the bounds wliich cour- 
tesy and the usages of diploinatic intercourse prescribe, in address- 
ing a person occupying" the difltinguislied position of Mr, Pe^a y 
Pei^ 5 but he ahould be recreant aUke to the character, dignity, and 
interests of tlie govermnent which he has the honor to represent, 
were he not to point out to your excellency, and tlirough him to the 
people of the United States and of Mexico, the misatatementa, (and 
he begB to be understood that he uses this word in no invidious 
eense,) which the communication of your excellency contains of tlie 
correspondence which induced tlie appointment of the undersigned, 
refute the reasoning by which Mr» Peua y Peita attempts to sustain 
the reftisal of the Mexican government to receive him, and apprize 
him of the ¥ery grave consequences to which a persistence m that 
relusal will probably lead- 

" Fn performing this ungrateful duty, the undersigned wi]I sedur 
lously endeavor to avoid every expression that could, by poasibiiity, 
offend tlie just sensibilities of tJie Mexican government ; but tlus 
feeling, emcerely entertained^ would degenerate into culjMble wcak- 
nesS| were he to witlihold any fact or suppress any argimient neces- 
sary to the faithful discharge of the task which has been iiufio^ed 
upon ium, — that of vindicating the strict correctness of tlie course 
pursued by his government, and demonstrating tlie glarings iinpro- 
(iriety of tliat which the Mexican giovemment seema determined to 
pursue. 

'' For this purpose, it will be necessary to make a brief reference 
to tlie difficulties which existed between the two countries, when, at 
tlie instance of your excellency, the consul of tJie United States, 
acting by authority of his govermnentt addri^sed to your excellen- 
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ey, on the 13th of October last, a letter, the sob^tance of which bad 
been communicated orally to your excellency in a confidential 
interview two days previously. Diplomatic relations had been sus- 
pended by the recall of (xeneral Almonte, the Mexican minister at 
Washington, in March last, and the subsequent withdrawal of the 
minister of the United States from Mexico. 

" Mexico considered herself aggrieved by the course which the 
United States had pursued in relation to Texas, and this feelmg, it 
is true, was the immediate cause of the abrupt termination of all 
diplomatic relations '; but the United States, on their part, had causes 
of complaint, hetter founded and more serious, arising out of the 
claims of its citizen? on Mexico. 

^ It is not the purpose of the undersigned to trace the history of 
these claims, and the outrages from which they sprung. The an- 
nals of no civilized nation present, in so short a period of time, so 
many wanton attacks upon the rights of persons and property as 
have been endured by citizens of the United States from the 
Mexican authorities — attacks that would never have been tolerated 
from any other nation than a neighboring and sister republic. They 
were the subject ef earnest, repeated, and unavailing remonstrance, 
during a long series of years, until at last, on the 11th of April, 
1839, a convention was concluded for their adjustment As, by the 
provisions of that convention, the board of commissioners organized 
for the liquidation of the claims was obliged to tenninate its duties 
within eighteen months, and as much of that time was lost in pre- 
liminary discussions, it only acted finally upon a small portion of 
the claims, the amount awarded upon which amounted to $2,026,139, 
(two millions twenty-six thousand one hundred and thirty-nine 
dollars;) claims wete examined and awarded by the American 
commissioners, amounting to $928,627, (nine hundred and twenty- 
efght thousand six hundred and twenty-seven dollars,) upon which 
the umpire refused to decide, alleging that hi^ authority had ex- 
pired, while others, to the amount of $3,336,837, (three millions 
three hundred and thirty-six thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars,) remained altogether unacted upon, because they had 
been submitted too late for the decision of the board. In relation 
to the claims which had been submitted to the board of commis- 
sioners, but were not acted on for want of time, amounting to 
$4,265,464, (four millions two hundred and sixty-five thousand four 
hundred and sixty-four dollars,) a convention was signed in this 
21 
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capital cm the aOth of Norembcr, 1843, by Mr. Waddy Thompson, 
on the pait of the United States, and Messrs. Bocanegra and Tri- 
gueros, on that of Mexico, which was ratified by the senate of the 
United States, with two amendments manifestly reasonable and 
necessary. Upon a reference of these amendments to the govern- 
ment of Mexico, it interposed evasions, difficulties, and delays of 
every kind, and has never yet decided whether it would accede to 
them*or not, although the subject has been repeatedly pressed by 
the ministers of the United States. Subsequently, additional claims 
have been presentee^ to the department of state^ exceeding in 
amount $2,200,000, (two millions two hundred thousand doUais,) 
showing in all, the enormous aggregate of $8,491,603, (eight mil- 
lions four hundred and ninety-one thousand six hundred and three 
dollars.) But what has been the fate^ eyen of those claimants 
against the government of Mexico, whose debt has been fully liqui- 
dated, recognized by Mexico, and its pajrment guarantied by the 
most solemn treaty stipulations ? The Mexican government, finding 
it inconvenient V> pay, the amount awarded, either in money or in 
an issue of treasuiy notes, according to the terms of the conven- 
tion, a new convention was c(»)cluded on the 30th of January, 1843, 
between the twa governments, to relieve that of Mexico from this 
embarrassment By its terms, the interest due on the whole amount 
awarded was ordered to be paid on the 30tii of April, 1843, and the 
principal, Fith the accruing interest, was made payable in five 
years, in equal instalments, every three mondis. Under this new 
agreement, made to favor Mexico, the claimants have only received 
the interest up to the 30th April, 1843, and three of the twenty 
instalments. 

** The undersigned has not made this concise summary of the 
injuries inflicted upon American citizens during a long series of 
years, coeval indeed with the existence of the Mexican republic, 
reparation for which has been so unjustly delayed, for the purpose 
of recrimination, or to revive those angry feelings which it was the 
object of his mission to assuage, and, if possible, by fiiendly and 
frank negotiation, to bury in the most profbund oblivion ; but simply 
to prove, that if the proposition made by his government, through 
its consul, for the renewal of diplomatic relations, presented any 
ambiguity, (which, he will proceed to show, does not exist,) it could 
not, by any fair rule of ccmstruction, bear the interpretation which 
your excellency has given to it Tl^e United States have never 



APPEHDIX. S43 

yet, in the course of their history, fiiiled to vindicate, and soecess- 
fiilly, too, against the most powerfol nations of the earth, the rights 
of their injured citizens. If such has been their coarse in their 
infancy, and when comparatively feeble, it cannot be presumed that 
they wiD deviate fh)m it now. 

''Mr. Pefia y Peiia says, that, having-^communioated to his excel- 
lency the president of the republic the note of the undersigned, of 
the 8th instant, with a copy of his credentials, and the letter of the 
secretary of state of the United States relative to his mission, he 
regrets to inform- the undersigned, that although the supreme gov- 
ernment of the republic continues to entertain the same pacific and 
conciliatory intentions which your excellency manifested to the 
consul of the United States in his confidentitd note of 14th October 
last, it does not think that, to accomj^ish the object which was pro- 
posed by the said consul, in the name of the American government, 
and which was accepted by Mr. Peua y Pe&a, it ii in the situation 
(esU en d cojo) to admit the undersigned in the character with 
which he comes invested, of envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary resident in the republic, and that, to sustain this 
reftisal, Mr. Peua y Pefia will briefly expose to the undersigned the 
reasons which have governed his excellency the president Yom 
excellency then proceeds to say that the proposition in question 
was spontaneously made by the government of the United States, 
and accepted by that of Miexico, to give a new proof that even in 
the midst of its injuries, and of its firm determination to exact 
adequate reparation Ibr them, it neither repelled nor undervalued 
the measure of reason and peace to which it was invited, so that 
the proposition, as well as its acceptance, turned upon the precise 
and positive supposition that the commissioner should be ad hoc ; 
that is to say» to arrange in a peacefiil and decorous manner the 
questions of Texas. This has not been done, since the undersized 
does not come in that capacity, but in the absolute and general 
capacity of envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, to 
reside in that quality near the Mexican government That if the 
undersigned be admitted in this character, which differs essentially 
firom that which was proposed for his mission on the part of the 
United States, and which was accepted by the Mexican govern- 
ment, it would give room to believe that the relations^f the two 
republics became at once open and free; which could nqjb take 
place, without the questions, which had brought about the state 
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of 'wUnoftioa which now ezists, were prewiaoB^j tenmnted peace^ 
ably, hot in a decoroos manner for Mexica 

** If yoar excellency had not himself condocted the preliminary 
and infonnal negotiation with the consid oi the United Statee, of 
which the preceding veision is given by him ; if the letter of the 
coosol had not been addressed to, and answered by, your excellency, 
the undersigned woald be constrained to believe that yoor excel- 
lency had derived his knowledge of it from some onanthentic source. 
Bat, as this is not the case, the imdersigoed trpsts that yoor excel- 
lency will pardon him if he soggestB the doobt> whether your 
excellency — constandy occupied, as he must for some time past 
have been, by the disturbed state of the internal affiurs of the 
republic — has reperused the letter of the consul of October 13, 
and the answer of your excellency o£ October 15, with that scru- 
pulous attention which the gravity of the case demanded ; and 
whedier the lapse of time has not left on the mind of your excel- 
lency but a vague and incorrect impression of what really occurred. 
Another solution, however, of this difficulty suggests itself to the 
undersigned, and he shall be most happy to find that it is the correct 
one. Your excellency refers to his answer to the consul as being 
dated on the 14th October, while the letter of your excellency, now 
in possession of the consul, is dated on the 15th October, as the 
undersigned has had occasion to ver^ by personal inspection ; and 
he repeats, that he will learn with the greatest satisfaction that his 
present peculiar and most embarrassing position is the result of 
unintentional error on the part of the Mexican government 

" The undersigned will now proceed, by precise and literal quota- 
tion from the letter of the consul, of October 13, to show^ in the 
most conclusive manner, that tiie government of the United States 
proposed to send to Mexico an envoy intnisled laiih JvU power to 
adjust aU the questions in dispute between the two powers ; and that the 
Mexican government, through your excellency, in the letter of 
October 15, declared itself disposed to receive the comndssion&r of the 
United States, vjho might come to (Ms capital udth full powers to settle 
those disputes in a peacefulj reasonabkj and honorable vumner. The 
consul, in his letter of October 13, said, that in a confidential inter- 
view with your excellency, which took place on the 11th October, 
he had th^honor to inform your excellency, that he (the consul) had 
received a communication from the secretary of state of the United 
States ; and having, in that interview, made known to your excels 



APPSHDIZ. 245 

Itticy tbe substance of said commuBication, your excellenej, havisg 
heard and considered with due attention the statement read from the 
said commonication, stated that, as the diplomatic relations between 
the two gfovemments had been, and still were, suspended, the inter- 
view should have no other character than that of a confidentiel 
meeting ; to which he (the consul) assented, considering it only in 
that light That your excellency then requested that he (the ccmsul) 
might, in the same confidential manner, communicate in writing 
what had thus been made known verbally ; that, in conformity with 
that request, he transcribed that part of the communication of the 
secretary of state of the United States, which was in the following 
worda : ' At the time of the suspension of the diplomatic relations 
between the two countries, General Almonte was assured of the 
desire felt by the president to adjust amicably every cause of com- 
plaint between the governments, and to cultivate the kindest and 
most friendly relations between the sister republics. He still con- 
tinues to be animated by the same sentiments. He desires that all 
existing differences should be terminated amicably by negotiation, 
and not by the sword. Actuated by these sentiments, the president 
has directed me to instruct you, in the absence of any diplomatic 
agent in Mexico, to ascertain &om the Mexican government whether 
they.would refeeive an envoy fiom the United States, intrusted with 
fuU power to adjust all the questions in dispute between the two 
governments. Should the answer be in the affirmative, such an envoy 
will be immediately despatched to Mexico.' 

** Your excellency, under date of October 15, in reply to the coa- 
sul, said, — 

" * I have informed my government of tiie private conference 
which took place between you and myself on the 11th instant, and 
have submitted to it the coi^dential letter which you, in consequence 
of, and agreeably to, what was then said, addressed to me yesterday. 
In answer, I have to say to you, that although the Mexican nation is 
dee)>ly injured by the United States, through the acts committed by 
them in the department of Texas, belonging to this nation, my 
government is disposed to receive the commissioner of the United 
States, who may come to this capital with fiiU powers to tdUt the 
present diapuU in a peaceful, reasonable, and honorable manner ; 
thus giving a new proof, that, even in the midst of its injuries, and 
of its firm determination to exact adequate reparation of them, it 
21 ♦ 
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does not repel nor undervalue the measure of reason and peace to 
which it is invited by its adversary. 

^ ' As my government believes this invitation to be made in good 
fidth, and with the real desire that it may lead to a favorable eour 
elusion, it also hopes that the commissioner will be a person endowed 
with the qualities proper for the attainment of this end ; that his 
dignity, prudence, and moderation, and the discreetness and reason- 
ableness of his proposals, will contribute to calm, as mnch as 
possible, the just irritation of the Mexicans; and, in fine, that the 
conduct of the commissioner may be such as to persuade them 
that they may obtain satisfaction for their injuries through the 
means of reason and peace, and without being obliged to resort to 
those of arms and force. 

^ ' What my government requires above all t&ings is, that the 
mission of the commissioner of the United States should appear to 
be always absolutely frank, and free from every sign of menace or 
coercion; and thus, Mr. consul, ivhile making known to your 
government the disposition <mthe part of that of Mexico to receive 
the commissioner, you should impress upon it, as indispensable, the 
recall of the whole naval force now lying in sight of our port of 
Vera Cruz. Its presence would degrade Mexico 'while she is 
receiving the commissioner, and would justly subject the United 
States to the imputation of contradicting, by acts, the vehement 
desire of conciliation, peace, and Mendship, which is professed and 
asserted by words. I have made known to you, Mr. consul, with 
the brevity which you desired, the disposition of my government ; 
and, in so doing, I have the satisfaction to assure you of my consid- 
eration and esteem for you personally.' 

<< The undersigned has transcribed the letter of your excellency at 
length and verbatim, on account of the discrepancy of dates, to 
winch he has before adverted, in order that your excellency. may 
have an opportunity of comparing it with the copy on the files of his 
office. Argument and illustration would be superfluous to ^ow 
that the offer of the United States was accepted by your excellency 
without any other condition or restrietion tiian that the whole naval 
force, then lying in sight of Vera Cruz, should be recalled Thai 
condition was prpmptiy complied with, and no ship of war. of the 
United States has since appeared at Vera Cruz, excepting those 
which have conveyed thither the undersigned, and the secretary of 
his legation. Nor is it the intention of his government that any 
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i&oald appear at Vera Cruz, or any other port of the republic on 
the Gulf of Mexico, excepting such only as may be necessary for 
the conTe3rance of despatches. 

" The undersigned has said that 410 other condition or restriction 
was placed by Mr. Pe&a y Pe&a upon the acceptance of the prop- 
osition made through the consul, than that of the withdrawal of the 
naval force of the United States liom Vera Cruz, because he will 
not do your excellency the injustice to suppose that any reliance is 
placed by your excellency on the mere verbal distinction between 
the terms envoy and commiBsioner, when the pn^KJsition of the 
United States, and the acceptance of your excellency, alike contem- 
plated the appointment of a person intrusted with full powers to 
settle the questions in dispute. Indeed, your excellency admits that 
the title of the diplomatic ageut is of no importance, by using, the 
words commissioner and plenipotentiary ad hoc, as convertible 
terms. 

^ Your excellency repeatedly ^d expressly admits that the Mex- 
ican government accepted the propositicm of the United States, made 
through its consul, to send an envoy to Mexico. That proposition 
was frank, simple, and unambiguous in its terms. If your excellen- 
cy, acting as the organ of the Mexican government, intended to 
qualify or restrict in ai^ degree the acceptance of the proposition, 
such intention diould have been manifested in terms not to be mis- 
understood ; and the undersigned unhesitatingly rejects a supposi- 
tion which would be inconsistent with the high respect which he 
entertains for Mr. Pena y Pefia, that your excellency did not intend 
to respond to the proposition in a corresponding spirit of frankness 
and good faith. 

** The answer of your excellency to the consul, having been for- 
warded by him, the plresident of the United States promptly com- 
plied with the assurance which had been given, that an envoy would 
be sent to Mexico with full power to adjust all questions in dispute, 
by the appointment of the undersigned ; thus acting in accordance 
with the friendly feeling which pronged the government of the 
United States spcmtaneously (as your excellency correctly observes) 
to make peaceful ovCTtures to the Mexican government; for the 
consul, in submitting the proposition to your excellency, said, in 
conformity with his instructions, that ' If the president of the Uni- 
ted States had been disposed to stand upon a mere question of eti- 
quette, he would have waited until the Mexican government, which 
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had tuBpended the diplomatic relations between the two countries, 
should have asked that they mi|^t be restored ; but his desire is so 
strong to tenninate the present unfortunate state of our relations 
with this republic, that he has even consented to waive all ceremony 
and take the initiative.' 

** The appointment of an envoy extraordinary and minister plen- 
qx>tentiaiy, the highest grade of diplomatic agent ever employed by 
the government of the undersigned, afforded renewed proo( if any 
such proof could have been necessary, of the sincere desire of the 
president of the United States, to terminate the present unfortunate 
state of their relations with Mexico. What will be his surprise, 
when he is informed that this additional manifestation of his friendly 
feeling, invited by your excellency, has been rejected by the Mex- 
ican govenmient with contumely ? for, notwithstanding the protesta- 
tions of peace and good-will with which the rejection of the under- 
signed is accompanied, he must be excused if he look to the acts 
rather than the words of the Mexican government, as the true expo- 
nents of its feelings. ' . 

^ There remains another argument on which Mr. De la Peiia y 
Pena bases the refusal to receive the undersigned, which will bo 
briefly noticed. Your excellency says, that although it is true, that, 
in the letter of credence of the undersigned, it is said that he is 
informed of the desire which the president of the United States has 
to reistablishy cultivate, and strengthen the fnendfiWp and good cor- 
respondence of the two countries, yet neither that clause, and 
still less the single word reestablish, is sufficient to give to the under- 
signed the special character of commissioner, or, what is equivalent, 
{6 Men sea,) of plenipotentiary ad hoc, to make propositions on the 
affairs of Texas, capable of establishing peace, and avoiding the 
evils of war, by means of a competent arrangement. Your excel- 
lency is pleased to say, that it will not escape the discernment (Uustra^ 
don) of the undersigned, that the powers of such a plenipotentiary 
shotlld be relative, adequate, and confined by their terms to the 
business for which he is nominated, and that the nomination which 
has been made in his person, conferring upon him the character of 
a full and general minister, of an ordinary plenipotentiary, to reside 
near the Mexican government, is very far from offering those qual- 
ities. The undersigned is free to confess that your excellency has 
paid an unmerited compliment to his discernment, in supposing thai 
this distinction could not have escaped him ; for, by the very terms 
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of Ilk credentiak, he k not merely an ordinuy plenipotentiaiy, Imt 
an envoy extraordinary ; and as soch he is intrusted with full powers 
to adjust 00^ the questions in dispute between the two govemmeBfts ; 
and, as a necessary consequence, the special questicMi of Texas. 

^It is not usual for a minister to exhibit his powers, until he has 
been accredited ; and, even then, they are not called for until a 
treaty is either to be made or concluded, or a particular affiur oi 
importance negotiated. Still, had your excellency thought prq>er 
to intimate a wish to be informed on this subject, the undersigned 
would not have hesitated to ftimish him with a copy of his powers, 
by which your excdlency would have perceived that the under- 
signed is, in due form, invested with lull and all manner of power and 
authority, fo/r and in the name of the United States, to treat with the 
Mexican republic of and concer^ng limits and boundaries between 
the United States of America and the Mexican republic, and of all 
matters and subjects ccmnected therewith, and whkh may be inter- 
esting to the two nations, «nd to conclude or sign a treaty or con- 
venticm touching the premises. 

^ Your excellency says the supreme government of the republic 
cannot admit the undersigned to the exercise of the mission which 
has been conferred upon him by that of the United States ; but, as 
it has not in any degree changed the isentiments which your excel- 
lency mamfested to the consul, in his coinmunication of the 14th of 
October last, he now repeats them, adding that he will have the 
greatest pleasure in treating with the undersigned, so soon as he 
shall {^esent the credentials which would authorize him expressly 
and solely to settle the questions which have disturbed the harmony 
and good intelligence of the two repub^cs, and which will lead 
Ihem to war if they be not satkfactorily arranged ; which settle- 
ment was the object of the proposition of the government of the 
United States, and was the express condition of the Mexican gov- 
ernment in accepting it; without it, the undersigned cannot be 
received in the capacity in which he presents himself, since it would 
(5(Hnpromh the honor, dignity, and interests of the Mexican repub- 
lic. The undersigned concurs fully with your excellency in the 
<^>inion expressed by him, that the questions which have disturbed 
the harmony and good intelligence of the two republics will lead 
them to war, if they be not sotis&ctonly arranged. If this, unfor- 
taoatofy, a^toald be the result, the &ult will not be with tiie United 
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SCatet; the iole responribility of mch a calamity, with all its ctm- 
sequences, moat rest with tbe Meadcan lepoblic 

**Tbe midenigiied would call the attention of your ezceUency to 
die atrange diacrepancy hetween the aentiBieiitB expreaaed xa the 
elanae of hia letter la^ cited, and the ocniclpaion at winch he ar- 
rirea, that the reception of the nnderrigned wtnldrcomproBUt tbe 
honor, dignity, and intereata of the Mexican Tqmblic Your excel- 
lency aaya that he win have the greateat pleaanre in treating with 
the nnderaigned, ao aoon aa the undeiaigned riiall preaent creden- 
tiala which would aothorize him expreaaly and aolely to aettle the 
queationa which have diatorbed the harmony and good intelligence 
of the two repablica. What are theae qaeati<Mia ? The giievancea 
alleged by both govemmenta ; and theae the nndendgned ia Miy 
impowered to adjoat Doea the Mexican government, after haying 
formally accepted the propoaition of the United Statea, arrogate to 
itaelf the right of dictating not only the rank and tit)e which their 
diplomatic agent shall bear, bnt the {nreciae fimn <^ die credentiala 
which he shall be permitted to in^sent, and to trace out, in ad- 
vance, the order in which the negotiations are to be coxiducted? 
The undersigned, with eveiy disposition to put the most ficvorable 
construction on the language of your exceUency, cannot but con- 
sider it as an absolute and unqualMed repudiation of all diplomatic 
intercourse between the two governments. He fears that the Mex- 
ican government does not properly appreciate the Men^y overtures 
of the United States, who, althou]^ anxious to preserve peace, are 
still preptaed for war^ 

^ Had the undersigned been accredited by the Mexican govern- 
ment, it would have been free to choose the subjects upon which it 
would negotiate, subject, of course, to the discretion of the under^ 
signed, controlled by his instructions, to treat upon the isolated 
question of Texas; and, should it have been found impossible to 
agree upon a basis of negotiation, his mission, which was not in- 
tended to be one of mere ceremony, would probably soon have 
terminated, leaving the relations of the two countries- in the state 
in which the undersigned found them. If the undersigned had 
been admitted to the honor of presenting his credentials to his 
excellency the president of the republic, he was instructed to as- 
sure his excellency of the earnest desire which the authorities and 
people of the United Statea entertain to restore those ancient 
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rektionB of peace and good will whkh. fbrmeriy existed between 
die govenun^nts and citizens of the two republics. Ciicnmstances 
have of late estranged the sjrmpathies of the Mexican people, 
which had been secored towards their brethren of the north by the 
daily and decided stand which the United States had taken and 
maintained in favor of the independence of the Spanish American 
repnblics on this continent The g^ett object of the mission of the 
undersigned was to endeavor, by the removal of all mntnal caoses 
of complaint &r the pa£(t, and of distrost far the ftore, to revive, 
confirm, and, if possible, to strengthen those sympathies. The 
interests of Mexico and of the United States are, if well mider- 
stood, identical,- and the most ardent wisfarof the latter has been to 
see Mexico elevated, under a free, stable, and republican govern- 
ment, to a distinguished rank among the nations of the earth. Suph 
are ^ views of the government of the undersigned, and such was 
the spirit in which he was directed to act As for the undersigned, 
while it was made his duty to manifest this feeling in all his official 
relations with the government of Mexico, it would have been to 
him, individually, a source of great gratification to have contribu- 
ted, by every means ita his power, to the restoration of those senti- 
ments of cordial friendship which should characterize the inter- 
course of neighboring and sister republics. 

" The undersigned is not ta have the opportunity of carrying 
tiiese intentions into effect Mexico rejects the olive branch which 
has been so frankly ^ctended to her, and it is not the province of 
tiie undersigned to criticise the motives and comment upon the 
influences, foreign or domestic, which have induced her to pursue 
this course, or to speculate upon the cimsequences to idiich it may 
lead. For a contingency so unexpected and unprecedented, no 
f(»resight could have provided ; and the undesigned consequently 
finds himself without instructions to guide him in his very Plicate 
and singular position. He shrinks from taking upon himself the 
fearful responsibility of acting in a matter that involves iMerests so 
momentous, and, as no motive can exist for protracting his stay in 
this capital, he will proceed in a few days to Jalapa, where he can 
communicate more speedily with his government, and there await 
its final instructions. 

''The undersigned received with the communication of your 
excellency a sealed letter, directed to the secretary of state of the 
United States, with a request that it might be forwarded to its ad- 
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dress. He regrets that he cannot comity with this request The 
letter from the secretary of state to your excellency, of which the 
undersigned was the bearer^ was unsealed, and he cannot consent 
to be made the medium of conveying to his government any offi- 
cial document from that of Mexico while he is ignorant of its con- 
tents. If Mr. Pena y Pena will fovor the undersigned with a copy 
of his letter to the secretary of state, the undersigned will be happy 
te fcHTward the original with his first despatche& 

^ He takes this occasion to tender to his excellency D. Manuel 
de la Pefia y Pena the renewed assurances of his distinguished 
coosideratkHL JOHN SUDEXJi. 

** His excellency Manuel de la Pena t Pena, 
Minister of Foreign JRekOiont and Government,," 
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LETTER. 

Pefia y Pena to the Council, 

•<Dbfabtment of Foeeion Relations, Goyeenment, and Police,.? 

Mexico, -December 11, 1845. > 

''I have the honor to submit to the council, through the medium 
of your excellency, the documents relative to the appoii^ment of a 
commissioner of the government of the United States of America, 
fyr the peaceable settlement of the questions at issue betureen the 
two republics. 

" As you will please to observe to the oouncil, the proposition to 
appoint such a c(HnmisBioner came spontatteoi»ly from the American 
^vemment, which made it through the medium of its consul in 
Mexico ; and our government accepted it, with the declaration that 
it did so in order to give a new proof, that even in the midst of its 
grievances, and of its firm decision to exact adequate reparation, it 
neither repelled nor contemned the measure of reason and peace tp 
which it was invited, so that the proposition as well as the accept- 
ance, rested upon the exact and definite understanding that the 
cmnmissioner should be appointed ad hoc ; that is to say, Jbr the set- 
tiement of the questions of Texas in a pcusific and bonorahle manner. 

^ As the council will also see, in the last official communications 



APPENPIX. 253 

anKmg the documenti sabmitted, Mr. John Slidell has arrived in this 
capital, as commissioner of the United States ; but it does not appear 
that this gentleman has been appointed by his government as a 
minister instructed specially to treat on the questions of Texas, but 
with the general and absolute attributes of an enooy extraordinary 
ami minister pkn^fKdentianfy and that he is to reside in that character 
near the Mexican gwemmentj in the same manner and almost in the 
same words used in accrediting Mr. Wilson Shannon, as may be 
seen by reference to the document on that subject, herewith sub- 
mitted. 

^ From these fiu^ts naturally flow the following reflections : — 

** ItrsL The mission of this commissioner has degenerated sub- 
stantially from the class proposed on the part of the United States, 
and accepted by our government 

^ Secondb/, If this commissioner should be received simply in the 
character in which he appears, grounds would justly be afibrded for 
the {resumption that the relations between us and the United 
States remain free and open; a presumption which would be in 
reality most erroneous, and at the same time most injurious to the 
dignity and interests of Mexico. 

'* Thirdly, Should he be admitted in the character in which he 
presents hunself, however explicitly we might protest that he was 
received only for the purpose of hearing his peaceful propositions 
respecting the affiiirs of Texas, it would always appear to the whole 
world that he had been received as, and had been a minister plenipo- 
tentiaiy residing near the Mexican republic ; and it is evident that 
this fact might serve to confuse qt to diminish the most clear and 
direct protests. 

^ Fowrthly* The government of Mexico neither could nor ought 
to refuse the invitation given to it on the part of the United States, 
to hear and deliberate upon peaceful propositions respecting Texas. 
In adopting this course, which morality requires, prudence counsels, 
and the most learned and judicious publicists recommend, the gov- 
ernment observed the principle which they lay down as just and 
proper: ' As the evil of war is terrible, in the same proportion are 
nations called on to reserve to themselves the means of terminating 
it It is therefore necessary that they should be able to send minis- 
tmn to each other, even in the midst of hostilities, in order to make 
propositions for peace, or tending to diminish the fury of arms. 
* * * It may be stated as a general maxim, that the minister 
22 
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of an enemy ought always to be admitted and heard ; that is to say, 
that war alone, and of itself, is not a sufficient reason for reftising 
to bear any proposition which an enemy may offer,' dec But if this 
doctrine be just and rational, so also it is just, that the fact of a 
nation's having assented to hear propositions of peace, made to it 
by its enemy, should not serve as a means of obscuring its rights, 
and silencing, in that way, the demands of its justice. Such would 
be the case, if Mexico, after assenting to receive and hear a com* 
missioner of the United States, who shoidd come to make proposi^ 
tions of peace respecting the depaitment of Texas, should admit a 
minister of that nation, absolute and general, a common plenipoten- 
tiary to reside near the Mexican republic. 

^Fifthly* It is true, that in the conmiunication addressed to our 
president, by the president of the United States, it ]» declared liiat 
the eommissioner is informed of tlie sincere desire of the latter to 
restore, cultivate, and strengthen friendship and good correspondence 
between the two countries; but it is clear that neiliier this clause, 
nor still less the single word restore, is sufficient to give to Mr. ^- 
dell the special cWact^r of commissioner to make propositions 
respecting Texas, calculated to establish peace firmly, and to arrest 
the evils of war by a definitive settlement The reason of this is, 
that liie fiiU powers of such a minister should be adequate to the 
business for which he is appointed. 

'* SiaiMy. The settlement which the United States seek to effect 
in order to attain peace and gbod correspondence with Mexico,^ 
which have been suspended by the occurrences in Texas, is a point 
necessarily to be determined before any other whatever; and until 
that is terminated entirely and peacefiilly, it will be impossible to 
appoint and admit an American minister to establish his residence 
near the government of Mexico. 

^^ Seventhly, Moreover, the president of the United States cannot 
appoint ambassadors, nor any other public ministers, nor even con- 
suls, except with the consent of the senate. This is fixed by the 
second paragraph of the second section, article second, of their 
national constitution. But in the credenti^ exhibited by Mr. 
Slidell, this requisite, indispensable to give legality to his mission, 
does not appear. 

** Eighthly. Nor could that requisite have appeared, as Mr. Slidell 
was appointed by the president on the 10th of November last, and 
Congress did not assemble until the first Monday of the present 



APPENDIX. 255 

month of December, agreeably to the second paragr^^ of the fourth 
section, article first, of the siune consthation. 

^ JVIntUy, and finally. It is a principle most salatary and natural 
that he wlu> is about to treat with another has the rig^tto assure 
himself by inquiries as to the pers<m and the powers of the individ- 
ual with whom he is to enter into negotiation. And this uniyersal 
principle of jurisprudence extends also to afiairs between nation 
and nation. Hence comes the necessity that eveiy minister should 
present his credentials ; and hence his examination and qualification 
by the government to which he presents himself. 

'^From all these considerations the supreme government con- 
cludes that Mr. StideU is not entitled to be admitted in the case in 
question as a conmiissioner of the government oi the United States, 
with the object of hearing his propositions, and settling upon them 
the afiairs of Texas ; that it will admit the commissioner ^dien- 
ever he may present himself in compliance with the conditions 
wanting in the credentials as above mentioned ; and that this dKMild 
be the answer given to him. The supreme government, however, 
desiring to fortify its judgment, in a case of so delicate a nature, by 
the opinion of its enlight^ied council, hopes that this body will, 
. without delay, communicate what it considers- im>per to be done on 
tiie tiSak. 

*« MANUEL DE LA PENA Y PENA." 
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LETTER 

Of Mr, Black to Ur, SUdeU. 

[Eztractsw] 

*< Consulate of the Unitbi) States of Amertca, ^ 
Mexico, December 16, 1845. > 
^ In compliance with your request, I have the honor to give you, 
herewith, a written statement of what passed between his excel- 
lency Manuel de la Pena y Pefia, minister of foreign relations, &c., 
of the Mexican government, and myself, in the two mterviews had 
with the said minister, on the evenings of the 8th and ISth instant, 
held at his house, as follows : — 
^ At the interview of Monday evening, tiie 8th instant, which 
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took place between the hours of six and seven, I stated to hit excel- 
lency that I presumed he knew of the anival in this city of the 
Hon. J<^ Slidell, as enyoy,&c., from the^ovemment of the United 
States. He replied that he had been infcnrmed of it that day. I 
then told him ^lat I had made known to Mr. Slidell what his excel- 
lency had communicated to me, in our interview of Wednesday, the 
3d instant, in relation to the fears entertained by the Mexican 
government on account of his arrival at this time, as it would have 
better suited the Mexican government, and they would be more 
able to cany out their views in relation to the mission, if the envoy 
had arrived a month later; and that our minister, Mr. Slidell, had 
regretted much that he had not known the wish of the Mexican 
government in relation to this point before he left home, as it would 
also have better suited his convenience to have deferred his coming, 
a month longer ; but it was his impression that it was the wish of 
the Mexican government that he should arrive with as little delay 
as possible. 

" His excellency replied that he had been under the impression, 
fix>m what had been intimated by myself and others, that an envoy 
would not be appointed by the govermnent of the United States until 
after the meeting of Congress, which would not take place until the 
first of December ; that the Mexican government were engaged in 
collecting the opinion of the departments in relation to this afiair, 
in order that they might be prepared and better able to carry out 
their views respecting the same ; that he himself was well disposed 
to have ever3rthing amicably arranged, but that the opposition was 
strong, and opposed the government with great violence in this 
measure, and that the government had to proceed with great caution ; 
that nothing positive could be done until the new Congress meet in 
Januaiy ; but that, in the meantime, they would . receive the 
minister's credentials, examine them, and be treating on the-subject. 
He wished to know when I thought the minister would receive the 
confirmation of his appointment by the senate. I said, this he would 
likely know in a few days. * * * 

" I then presented to his excellency the letter of the Hon. John 
Slidell, enclosing a copy of his credentials and a letter ftom the 
Hon. James Buchanan, secretary of state of the United States ; at 
the same time asking the Mexican minister when it would be con- 
venient to give an answer ; to which he replied, on Wednesday 
evening, the 10th instant, at the same hour and place, and requested 
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that I would attend to recdye the same acemrdlBglj ; to which I 
consented ; but, aboot four o*elock in the afternoon of that day, I 
received a note from Mr. Monasterio, chief clerk of the foreign 
department, advising me that the minister could not receive me that 
night (as agreed on) on account of it having been detennined to hear 
the opinion of the government council on the subject of the arrival 
of the minister from the United States ; but as «oon as he was ready 
for the conference arranged with me, he would have the pleasure to 
advise me, as will be seen by a copy of said note, which I transmit 
herewith. 

^* On Saturday evening, the 13th instant, at the request of Mr. 
Slidell, I called on the Mexican minister, SeSior Peoa, at his house 
to inquire when an answer would be given to lus (Mr. Slidell's) 
afi[)resaid note. He replied, that the affair had been submitted to the 
government council, in a special session of this day, and that it had 
been referred to a committee, and that as soon aj9 the committeo 
made a report, and the council should decide, he would then advise 
me, through Mr. Monasterio, when he was ready for the conference 
to jH-esent to me the answer for Mr. Slidell ; as he said when he 
came to examine the credentials of Mr. S. he found them to be the 
same as those presented by Mr. Shannon, and other former ministers 
— as a minister to reside near the government of Mexico, just as if 
there had been lio suspension of the diplomatic and friendly rela 
tions between the two governments; that the Mexican government 
understood the present mission to be a special mission, apd confined 
to the differences in relation to the Texas question, and not as a 
mission to, reside near the Mexican government, as in ordinaiy 
cases; that of course would follow when the first question was 
decided. 

^' I replied, that as I understood it, the Mexican government had 
not only agreed to receive an envoy, intrusted with full powers to 
settle the questions in dispute in relation to the affairs of Texas, but 
aU the questions in dispute between the two governments, as ytch 
posed by the government of the United States. He replied, that the 
credentials of Mr. Slidell had not reference to any questions in dis- 
pute, but merely as a minister to reside near the Mexican govern- 
ment, without reference to any questions in dispute, just as if the 
diplomatic and friendly relaticHss between the two govemmentB had 
not been and were not interrupted ; that I knew the critical situation 
of the Mexican government, and that it had to proceed with great 
22* 
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eantion and chconuipectioii in tlus aflbir ; that the government iftelf 
was well disposed to arrange all differences. % « • 

** He said he was hwpfj to say that he had received very favor- 
able infbnnati(Hi in relation to oar minister, the Hon. Mr. Slidell; 
that he understood he was a person indaed with excellent qualities^ 
and an eminent lawyer ; and as he himself was of that profession^ 
they would be able to understand each other better, and that he 
would be much pleased to cultivate his acquaintance ; and that if 
etiquette and the present state of affiurs would permit, he would be 
happy to pay him a visit, even before he was presented to the govern- 
ment ; and said he would advise me, through Mr. Monasterio, when 
he was ready to present to me the answer to Mr. Slidell's note. 

*^ The foregoing, sir, is, as fiur as my recollection will serve, a true 
statement of what passed between the afi>r^aid Mexican minister 
and myself in the beforementioned interviews." 



BOUNDARY OF TEXAS. 

In his message of December, 1846, Mr. Polk says, — 
^ The Texas which was ceded to Spain by the Florida treaty of 
1819, embraced all the country now claimed by the state of Texas 
between tlie Nueces and the Rio Grande. The republic of Texas' 
always claimed this river as her western boundary, and in her treaty 
made with Santa Anna, in May, 1836, he recognized it as such. 
By the constitution which Texas adopted in March, 1836, senato- 
rial and represenitative districts were organised extending west of 
the Nueces. The Congress of Texas, on the 19th of December, 
1836, passed * An act to define the boundaries of the republic of 
Texas,' in which they declared the^ Rio Grande, from its mouth to 
its source, to be their boundary, and by the said act they extended 
their * civil and political jurisdiction ' over the cotmtry up to that 
boundary. During a period^ of more than nine years, which inter- 
vened between the adoption of her constitution and her annexation 
as one of the States of our Union, Texas asserted and exercised 
maiiy acts of sovereignty and jurisdiction ov^ the territory and 
inhabitants west of the Nueces. She organized and defined the 
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limits of cotmtries extending to the Rio (rrande* She established 
courts of justice and extended her judicial Bystem over the territo- 
ry.' She established a custom-house, and collected duties, and also 
post-offices and post roads, in it. She established a land office, and 
issued numerous grants for land, within its limits. A senator and a 
representative residing in it were elected to the Congress of the 
republic, and served as such before the act of annexation took 
place. In both the Ck)ngress and convention of Texas, which gave 
their assent to llie terms of annexation to the United States, pro- 
posed by our Congress, were representatives residing west of the 
Nueces, who took part in the act of annexation itself This was 
the Texas which, by the act of our Congress of the 29th of De- 
cember, 1845, was admitted as one of the States of our Union. 
That the Congress of the United States understood the State of 
Texas, which they admitted into the Union, to extend beyond the 
Nueces is apparent from the &ct, that on the 31st of December, 
1845, only two days afler the act of admission, they passed a law 
* to establish a collection district in the State of Texas,' by which 
they created a port of delivery at Corpus Christi, situated west of 
the Nueces, and being the same point at which the Texas custom- 
house, under the laws oi that republic, had been located, and di- 
rected that a surveyor to collect the revenue should be appointed 
for that port by the president, by and with tlie advice and consent 
of the senate. A surv^or was accordingly nominated, and con- 
finned by the senate, and has been ever since in the performance 
of his duties. All these acts of the republic of Texas, and of our 
Congress, preceded the orders for the advance of our army to the 
east bank of the Rio Grande. Subsequently, Congress passed an 
act * establishing certain post routes,' extending west of the Nu- 
eces. The country west of that river now constitutes a part of one 
of the congressional districts of Texas, and is represented in the 
house pf representatives. The senators from that State were 
chosen by a legislature, in which the country west of that river was 
Tepresented. In view of all these facts, it is difficult to conceive 
upon what ground it can be maintained that, in occupying the 
country west of the Nueces with our army, with a view solely to 
its security and defence, we invaded the territory of Mexico. But 
it would have been still more difficult to justify the executive, 
whose duty it is to see that the laws be faithfully executed, if in 
the face of all these proceedings, both of the Congress of Texas 
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and of the United States, he had assumed the responsihility of 
yielding up the territory west of the Nueces to Mexico, or of re- 
fusiug to protect and defend this territory and its inhabitants, inclu- 
ding Corpus Christi, as well as the remainder of Texas, against the 
threatened Mexican invasion.'' * 



R. 

PROCLAMATION OF GENERAL WOLL. 

**HEjLI>aUABTEBS OF THB AbMT OF THB NoKTH, ( 

MiEB, June 20, 1844. 

"I, Adrian WoU, general of brigade, &-c., make known, — 

"1. The armistice agreed on with the department of Texa$ 
having expired, and the war being, in consequence, recommenced 
against the inhabitants of that department, all communication with 
it ceases. 

"2. Every individual, of whatever condition, who may contra- 
vene provisions of the preceding article, shall be regarded as a 
traitor, and shall receive the punishment prescribed in article 45, 
title 10, treatise 8, of the articles of war. 

" 3. Every individual who may be found at the distance of one 
league from the left bank of the Rio Bravo, will be regarded as a 
favorer and accomplice of the usurpers of that, part of the national 
territory, and as a traitor to his country ; and, after a summary mili- 
tajy trial, shall receive the said punishment 

^*4. Every individual who may be comprehended within the pro- 
visions of the preceding article, and may be rasli enough to fly at 
the si^t of any force belonging to the supreme government, shall 
be pursued until taken, or put to death. 

"5. In consideration of, the situation of the towns of' Laredo 
and Santa Rita de Ampudia, as well as of all the farm-houses 
beyond the Rio Bravo, in which remain all the interests of the in- 
habitants of the line committed to my charge, I have this day 
received, from the supreme government, orders to determine the 
manner by which those interests are to be protected; but, until the 
determination of the supreme government be received, I warn all 
those who are beyond the limits here prescribed to bring them 



AFFENIttX. 2&1 

wi^im the line, or to abandon them, as tiioee who dkobey Hm 
order will infallibly safer the pnnishment here establiniied. 

"ADRIAN WOLL." 



8. 

EXTRACT FROM GENERAL RUSK'S SPEECH, 

^ I might here go back and array names that would command 
respect, and among them the names of such men as Mir. Monroe, 
Mr. Madison, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr. Clay, to establish the fact that 
the territory of Texas extended originally to the Rio Grande. But 
it is unnecessary for my present purpose to do so. The boundary 
of Texas, as now claimed, is the boundary established by revohcHorij 
and that boundary is the Bio Grande. - 

"Mexico, after having adopted constitutions, state and federal, 
conforming very nearly to those of the United States,^ passed liberal 
laws, and held out strong inducements to the people of every clime, 
to encourage the settlement of Texas. This was done, not so much 
for the benefit of those who might take up their abode within that 
district of country,- as for the purpose of redeeming that valuable 
portion of her territory from the dominion of the savage, which 
Mexico had struggled to accomplish, but without success, for cen- 
turies past 

Before Austin went into Texas with his colonists, hostile Indians 
roamed in bands throughout the country, unrestrained. They 
were .constantly committing depredations, robbing the people of 
their property, and carrying into abject bondage the women and 
children of the frontier settlements. For the purpose, then, of 
driving out this ruthless foe, were inducements held out to the 
colonists^to settle there. Until the year 1834, with but few inter- 
ruptions, there existed a state of peace and quietness. In that year 
Santa Anna, at the head of the military power, overthrew the con- 
stitution of 1824, abolished the state governments, and established 
one of the most tyrannical and absolute governments that ever 
existed. The government thus established by Santa Anna is* 
misunderstood Ijere — it was an absolute government It is true that 
there was the name of a congress, but it was the name alone. The 
president was, in reality, the supreme dictator. He called a con- 




ttohifvilL Aaodberfeatnemtfeceamlc 
dMt the prendeflt had tiie 'powo' to appoiot, at 
ezeentnre eouncil from tbe dlfieieiit poftkna of the nnaiHiii i rty , tbe 
indoitnal cUaaea, the prieathood, the ndlitaij, the c o n a n er cia l, and 
othem Tbej were, hotrerery fiooi the veiy uatuie of the tenure of 
their oflkea, faii ereatnrea, and, if they were not auhaerrient to fail 
newa, be coald remore them at hia jdeaaore. Again; it waa one 
of the fbndamental aiticlea of thia central goreruDCTft, that the prea- 
ident, with theadrice of fail coondl, nugfat aoapend the action of 
any other department of the g gvemiu e u t^aothat, in reality, abaolote 
power waa veated in the preaidenL 

^Tbe peq>le of Tezaa were onwiDing to commenee tbe rerolii- 
tion — tbey were anxiooa to avoid a eoUiaion with Mezica They 
aent Aoatin to Mexico to repreaent tiieir condition^ and to ask aome 
guaranty that they abonld not)>e dirtmbed in tbeenjoymeirtoftheir 
rii^itB. Without any caoae, and even without charges having been 
preferred againat him, be waa aeized and incarcerated in die loath- 
acme dongeona of Mexico, wb»e, in fiu^t, be contracted tfae'disease - 
which terminated bis honorable and osefiil life. In order to cany 
out tbe establiahmentofthii central goveimnent, it became necessary 
Haft Santa Anna to possess himself of all tbe physical power in 
Mexico. With a view to this, he procm!ed the passage of a decree 
requiring the States, as well as individuals, to surrendCT up all the 
arms which they bad in their possession. This law was enforced 
throughout Mexico. State constitutions were destroyed; States 
were declared to be mere departments; were deprived of all legis- 
lative authority, and their governors were appomted by the central 
government This law was, as I have said, enforced all over Mexico, 
although there were some States which held out for some time 
against it The State of Zacatecas, after a sharp ccmtest, yielded, 
and other States made but a feeble resistance. Texas^ could not 
yield to it — she couLd not yield to such a decree. We were 
surrounded by hostile Indians, the Camanches and various other 
tribes, who were committing depredations on our frontiers. Tbe 
Indians settled amongst us, greatly exceeded our own population in 
point of numbers, and it was known that Mexican agents had been 
among them urging them to take up the tomahawk and scalping- 
knife, and exterminate the Texans. If we had submitted to have 
our anns taken from us, the result would have been indiscriminate 
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mBBsacre. Under such circumstances, there is scarcely any one, I 
presume, who would have asked us to give up our arms, even to 
avoid, the charge of being land robheri. An attempt was made by 
Santa Anna to enforce this law in Texas. 

** The people of the various municipalities had elected delegates 
to meet in general consultation, at San Felip^, to determine whether 
we would submit to the central government, and to agree upon some 
definite course of combined action. This convention was to 
assemble in October, 1835. 

^ About this time, however. General Cos, at the head of an army 
of central troops, crossed the Rio Grande, left a garrison at lipan- 
titlan, on the west side of the Nueces, and one at Goliad, and 
marched with his main force to San Antonio, where he established 
his headquarters. During this march, there was no . movement on 
our part to take up arms ; we were quietly assembling at San Felip6 
to consult as to what course we should adopt About the time 
General Cos reached San Aiitonio, he. sent a detachment of two 
hundred cavalry to Gonzales, a small town in the neighborhood of 
that place, to demand &om its citizens the surrender of a small 
piece of ordnance, which had been purchased by them as a means 
of defence against the Indians. They asked twenty-four hours to 
consider, and finally refiised to surrender their cannon, but gave the 
assailants its contents, and a fight ensued between them and the 
Mexican cavalry ; and thus, sir^ the revolution commenced. 

"As the news of , this occurrence spread, the citizens fi*om all 
quarters shouldered theur rifles and hurried to the contest Captain 
Dimmit raised a company of men, took the garrison at Goliad, 
marched to Lipantitlan, where he was joined by citizens residing on 
both sides of the Nueces, as well as some who resided on the Rio 
Grande; and, at the head of this combined force, captured the fi)rt 
and dispersed the central troops. 

" The convention, which had in the meanwhile assembled at San 
Felip^, declared against the. central government, and protested 
against the military despotism of Santa Anna, and in &vor of the 
constitution of 1824, inviting all the States of the confederacy to 
join them in restoring that constitution and reclaiming their liberties. 
General Cos, who had been closely besieged in his fortifications at 
San Antonio, capitulated, after having been beaten. Many of the 
citizens who resided between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, were 
attached to the army which captured General Cos. Now, sir, I 
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wooM aik, was it not right that we should include them in the 
henefiti of our victory, and provide for their safety ? I say, sir, 
would it have been just or honorable in those of us who resided east 
ot the Nueces, to have provided for our own security, and to have 
left those west of that river, from whom we had received valuable 
aid, to the tender mercies of the Mexican dictator ? We did provide 
ibr their safety — many of them have since fallen — we have 
always asserted and stood by the rights of their widows and orphans, 
and, anxious as we wero for peace and a termination of the war 
with Mexico, there never has been a time when Texas would not 
have hazarded her veiy existence as a nation, in any contest, 
however unequal, rather than have abandoned them to the enemy. 
Life and liberty were the stakes for which we fought — mere terri- 
tory was a secondary, very secondary consideration. These people 
had dared to resist the central power — they had perilled every thing 
and had joined us — had rendered important services, and we had 
cheerfully accepted their aid in the hour of adversity, and I, for one, 
sir, think it was not diacrtditabh to us that we regarded their rights 
and stipulated for their security in our prosperity. Greneral Cos was 
forced to enter into a capitulation which protected the rights of those 
citizens, and which forms the first link in the chain of our title to 
the territory extending to the Rio Grande. Mr. President, I will ask 
the favor that the secretary will read the copy of that instrument, 
which I hold in my hand. The secretary read as follows : — 

** * Capitulation entered into by Oeneral Martin Perfecto de Cos, of the 
Permanent Troops, and General Edward Burleson, of the Colonial 
Troops of Texas, 

" * Being desirous ef preventing the further efibsion of blood, and 
the ravages of civil war, we have agreed on the following stipulations : 

" * 1st. That General Cos and his officers retire with their arms and 
private property, into the interior Of the republic, under parole of 
honor ; that they will not in any way oppose the establishment of 
the federal constitution of 1824. 

" *2d. That the one hundred infantry lately arrived with the con- 
victs, the remnant of the battalion of Morelos, and the cavalry, 
retire with the general ; taking their arms, and ten rounds of car- 
tridges for their muskets. 

** * 3d. That the general take the convicts lately brought in by 
Colonel Ugartachea beyond &e Rio Grande. 
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" * 4th. That it is discretionary with the troops to follow thett 
genefld, remain, or go to such point as they may deem proper ; but 
in case they should, all or any of them, separate, they are to have 
their anns, &c. 

** * 5th. That all the public property, money, arms, and munitions 
of war, be inventoried and delivered to GenenJ Burleson. 

" * 6th. That all private property be restored to its proper owners. 

** * 7th. That three officers of each army be appointed to make out 
the inventory, and see that the terms of capitulation be carried into 
effect 

** * 8th. That three officers on the part of General Cos remain for 
the purpose (^ delivering over the said property, stores, &c. 

"* 9th. That General Cos with his force, for the present, occupy 
the Alamo ; and General BurlesoA, with his force, occupy the town 
of Bexar; and that the soldiers of neither party pass to the other, 
armed. 

*^ * 10th. Greneral Cos shall, within six days irom the date hereof, 
remove his force from the garrison he now occupies. 

*'^llth. In addition to the arms before mentioned, General Cos 
shall be permitted to take with his force^ a four-pounder and ten 
rounds of powder and ball. 

" * 12th. The officers appointed to make the inventory and delivery 
of the stcares^&c, shall enter upon the duties to which they have 
been appointed forthwith. 

** * ISA. The citizens shall be protected iw their persons and 
property. 

** * 14. General Burleson will furnish Greneral Cos with ^ucH pro- 
visions as can be obtained, tiecessary for his troops to the Rio 
Grande, at the ordinary price of the country. 

" * 15th. The sick and wounded of General Cos's army, together 
with a surgeon and attendants, are permitted to remain. 

" * 16th. No person, either citizen or soldier, to be . molested on 
account of his political opinions hitherto expressed. 

" * 17th. That duplicates of this capitulation be made ot^t in Cas- 
tilian and English, and signed by the commissioners appointed, and 
ratified by the commanders of both armies. 

" * 18th. The prisoners of both armies^ 4ip to this day, shall be 
put at liberty. 

"*19th. The commissioners, Jos6 Juan Sanchez, adjutant-in- 
spector, Don Ramon Musquiz, and Lieutenant Francisco Rada, and 
23 
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interpieter Don Bi^guel Arciniega, Appointed by the commandant 
and inspector, Greneral Martin Perfecto de Cos, in connection with 
colonel F. W. Johnscu^ Miyor R. C. Morris, and Captain J. G. 
Swisher, and interpreter John Cameron, appointed on the part of 
General Edward Burleson ; after a long and serious discussion, 
adopted the eighteen preceding articles, reserving their ratification 
by the generals of both armies. 

** < In virtoe of which, we have signed this instrument in the eity 
of Bexar, on the 11th of December, 1835. 

(Signed.) JOSE JUAN SANCHEZ, 

RAMON MUSQUIZ, 
J. PRANCISCO DE RADA, 
MIGUEL ARCmiEaA, Interpreter, 
F. W. JOHNSON, 
ROBERT C. MORRIS, 
JAMES O. SWISHER, 
JOHN CAMERON, Interpreter. 
« 'I consent and will observe the above articles. 

(Signed,) MARTIN PERFECTO DE COS. 

*< < llatified and approved. 

(Signed,) EDWARD BURLESON, 

Commcmder-in-chief of the Volunteer Army, 
" • A true copy, EDWARD BURLESOK, 
Cemmander 'in- Chief* 

** General Cos, sir, with his convicts and soldiers, retired to the 
west bank of the Rio Grande. 

- ^ Thus, sir, the citizens of Texas, east of the Rio Grande, had, 
so far, successfully resisted the change of government The mili- 
tary despotism had no foothold remaining on this side of that 
stream. Up to this time we had been contending for the constitu- 
tion, which had been overthrown, and not for a separate national 
es^istQnce. 

*^ Santa Anna, beat upon the possession of absolute power, was 
not to be thus balked in his views. He immediately mustered a 
large and well-appointed army, and at its head, put himself en rdvte, 
for our extermination. He could not remain quiet while a iew 
freemen on this side of the Rio Grande were in the enjoyment of 
rational liberty, and would not bow and worship at the footstool of 
his power. The rest of Mexico had submitted ; no response to the 
^out x>f constitutional liberty reached us from beyond the Rio 
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Grande. Santa Anna was rapidly advancing upon us, threatening 
extermination, and we had no alternative left but to assume a sep- 
arate natipnal existence. A convention was accordingly called in 
haste, to which the people between the Nueces and the Rio Crrande 
sent delegate^. We declared our independence — appealed to the 
civilized world for the justice of our cause, and trusting to the God 
of battles, put ourselves in position to defend our rights. Santa 
Anna advanced with great rapidity, and the first blood that flowed 
in this campaign was shed upon the territory between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande. The Alamo was surrounded, and its brave 
defenders, to a man, perished by the sword, ^annihg surrendered, 
and, in Violation of the most solemn stipulations for the safety of 
his command, he and his gallant men wete inhumanly butchered in 
cold blood. Most of the male inhabitants of the countiy west of 
the Nueces found bloody but honorable graves. Santa Anna con- 
tinued his rapid advance, spreading ruin and devastation on his 
path. He was met at San Jacinto by seven hundred and eighty 
freemen, and the result is before liie world ; half of his force was 
slain, the remainder, including himself, captured. 

^ Santa Anna now occupied a delicate position. His lile justly 
forfeited to us, was held by a doubtful tenure. His government at 
home was unpopular with the great mass of the people. The only 
support upon which he could rely for political existence, was the 
army at different points in Texas, now reduced to some five thou- 
sand men, under the command of General Pilisola. - To save his 
own life, the renmant of his army,, and his government, were im- 
portant objects. Only the day before, he was the govemmefU of 
Mexicoj now )ie was a prisoner. He obtained permissicm and wrote 
to General FiUsola, who, in his answer, promised to obey implicitly 
all orders wbich he should give him, Santa Anna at once proposed 
to General JElouston and the secretary of war, then in camp, to ac- 
knowledge the independence of Texas extending to the Rio Grande. 
They declined to enter into negotiations, and turned Santa Anna 
over to the civil government, {which consisted of a president and 
cabinet, dd inUrim, elected for the emergency, by the convention.) 
Santa Anna'urge^ them to enter into negotiations with him, which 
they did, and which treaty, (here a senator remarked that it was not 
a treaty.) I think it was a treaty, sir, and I shfd^ have occasion 
fitrther to remark upon it hereafter." (See Appendix G.) 
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T. 

AN ACT 

TO DimrB THB B0171CDABIB8 OF THB KBPUBLIO OF TWXAB. 

** Sbc. 1. Beii inaded by the Smak and Houst of Rqntamtatkfes 
^tht Bqmblic qf Texas in Congress assembled, That from and after 
the paesage of thia act, the civil and political juriadiction of this 
Repabic be, and ia hereby, declared to extend to the foUowing 
boundaries, to wit : Beginning at the month of the Sabine River, and 
running west along the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from land, to 
the mouth of the Rio Grande ; thence up the principal stream of said 
river to its source, thence due north to the forty-second degree of 
north latitude, thence along the boundaiy line, as defined, in the 
treaty between the United States and Spain, to the beginning; and 
ihaX the {nrendent be, and he is hereby, authorize to open a nego- 
tiation with the government of the United States of America, so 
soon as, in his opinion, the public interest requires it, to ascertain 
and define the boundaiy line. as agreed upon in said treaty. 

<«IRA INGRAM, 
Speaker of the Houie of BepretentaHvee. 
"RICHARD fiLLIS, 
President of the SenaUt pro tern. 
"Approved, Decendw 19, 1836. SAM. HOUSTON.*' 



JOINT RESOLUTION 

FIXINO THB DIVIDINa LINE BETWEEN THB COUNTIBS OF BBXAB AND 
SAN PATRICIO. 

**Beit resoived hf the Senaie and House qf Bepres&fdcHoes of the 
R^nd^ of Texas in Congress assembled, That a direct line running 
fincnn the junction of the Ciboloor San Bartdh) Creek to the Rio 
Prio^ at a point thirty miles above its junetioib with the Nueces, 
thence in a direct line to the town of Loredo, shall be considered 
tiie dividing line between die counties of San Patricio and Bexar, 
and^all be respected as such by the surveyors of the respective 
counties. Provided, That this act shall not affect ligbtii pieviously 
acquired by surveys legally made by the surveyors of. the county 
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of San Patricio below the M road fi<om San Antonio to the Preai- 
dio of the Rio Grande. 

"JOSEPH ROWE, 
Speaker of the Hou$e of Repretentativea. 
"MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, 

President of the Senate. 
«ApiMxnred,M8y24, 1838. SAM. HOUSTON." 



MJNTJTES OF^AN INTERyiEW 

Behoem Brigadier-General W, J, Worthy United Statee Army^ and Gen- 
eral Bonrnlo Vega^ of the Mexuxm Army, held on theright Bank of the 
Bio Grande^ 28^ IforcA, 1846. 

''On exhibiting a white flag on the left bank of the Rio Gh^inde, 
a boat, with' two officers, (represented as Cavalry officers,) with an 
interpreter, the same who appeared at the crossing of the Colorado, 
and a fourth person, crossed from the right bank of the river. 

^ It was stated dirongh an interpreter, (Mr. Mitohell,) that a general 
officer of the United States army had been sent by his commanding 
general. With despatches to die commanding general at Matamoras, 
and the civil authorities, and an interview requested. 

** After some conversation explanatory of the above, the Mexican 
party recrossed the river^ to report to the commanding general at 
Matamoras, and return with his reply. An open note for tiie Amer- 
ican consul at Matamoras, with an indorsement on tiie back in pen- 
cil, was delivered to the Mexican officer by General Worth, who 
replied that he should hand it to the commanding generaL ' Cer- 
tainly, of course,' was General Worth's remark in reply. 

" On the return of the same party. General Mejia sent word that, 
if the commanding general of the American forces desired a con- 
ference with the c(Hmnanding general of the Mexican forces, it 
would readily be compfied with ; but as the^ American commander 
had designated a subordinate officer to meet General Mejia, the 
commanding^ officer of the Mexican forces, General Mejia, could 
not entertain such a proposition, but that an officer of corresponding 
rank and position in the Mexican forces would be designated to re- 
ceive any communication sent by General Taylor. 
23* 



SOO APFKKDIX. 

^ It WM percehred that the relation of the parties was miaappie- 
bended, the j mipposing that a con/erence was requested ; ^this wa« 
corrected immediately, aod it was reiterated that Greneral Worth 
was merely the bearer of despatches, with authority to relate ver- 
bally ceitain matters of interest to the commanding general at Mat- 
amoras* 

**The proposition of General Mejia was tivra acceded to, with the 
remaric that this was a ,mere question of form, which should not be 
permitted to interfere with any arrangements necessary to the con- 
tinuance of the friendly relations now existing between the two 
govemnents* 

** The Mexican party returned to the right bank, and afler a short 
i^bsence, returned, stating that General Romulo Vega would receive 
General Worth on the right bank of the river, (their own proportion,) 
for the reception of any communication which General Worth might 
havie to make &om the commanding general 

" General Worth then crossed the river, accompanied by Lieuten- 
ant Smith, A. D. C^ Lieutenants Magruder, Deaa, ajid Blake, 
attached to his staf^ together with Lieutenant KnowUon, as inter- 
preter, y 

^ On arriving at the right haxik. of the river. General Worth was 
received by General Vega with becoming courtesy and respect, and 
introduced to ^ the authorities of Matomoras,' represented in the per- 
son of the liceneiado Casares. 

^On the Mexican part, were present. General Vega, the Licenei- 
ado Casares, two officers, (represexri»d as cavalry officers,) an inteiv 
preter, with a person named Juan N. Garza, official de defensores. 

^ After the usual courtesies on meeting, it was stated by General 
WcHth that he- was bearer of despatches from the commanding gen- 
eral of the American forces to General Mejia and the civil authori- 
ties of Matamoras ; a written and unseed document was produced, 
anB Creneral Vega, desiring to know its contents, it was carefully 
read and tranidated into Spanish by the Mexican interpreter. 

" General Vega then stated that he x had been directed to receive 
such communications as G^ieral .Worth might present fix)m his 
commanding general, going on to say that the march of the United 
States tiroops through a part of the Mexican territory, (Tamauiipas,; 
was considered as an act of war. 

** Cknercd Worth, I am well aware that some of the Mexican 
people consider it an aggressive act, but — (interrupted by the Mex- 
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lean interpreter, and after a sHght discussion of the international 
question on the part oi Genend Vega,) — General Worth repeated 
the above remark, adding that it was not so considered by his gov- 
ermne^t; that the army had^ Been ordered there by his government, 
and there it would remain; whether rightfully or otherwise, that was 
a matter to be settled between the two governments. General Vega 
still disposed^to argue the merits of the case, was told by General 
Worth ihat he came to state facts, not to argue th^m. 

<* General Worth here stated that he had been sent with a des- 
patch from hir'commanding general to General Mejia ; that General 
Mejia had refused to receive it from kim in person ; adding with 
emphasis, and some- degree of warmth, * I now state that I with- 
draw this despatch,' having read it merely as an act of courtesy to 
(reneral Vega ; that, in addition to the written despatch to General 
Mejia, I am authorized to express verbally the sentiments with 
which the commanding general proposed to carry out the instrac- 
tiens of his guv ernm ent, in which he hoped to preserve the peace- 
able felations^ betwe^^ Ae two goremments, leaving aH questions 
between the two countries to be settled by their respective govern- 
ments ; and if, heres^r, -General Mejia wished to communicate 
with General Taylor, he. General Mejia, must propose the means, 
assuring General Vega that, should General Mejia present himself 
or his communications by a subaltern officer, in either case they 
would be received with becoming courtesy and hospitality. 

**The question of right of territory was again opened by General 
Vega, who asked how the United States government would view 
the m&tt^r, dhould the Mexican troops fnarch into or occupy a por- 
tion of ike territory of the United States ? 

" General Worth replied, that General Vega might probably be 
familiar with the old proverb, * Sufficient for the day is the evil 
thereof,' and'that it would be time enough to reply to such a propo- 
sition when die act itself was perpetrated." 

^^ This proverb did not appear to have been translated by the 
Mexican interpreter, but was received by General Vega with a 
snule and a slight shrug. • . 

" General Wcrtk, Is tJie American consul, in arrest, or in prison? 

""een&ral Vega. No. 

" deneral Worth, Is he now in the exercise of his proper funo- 
tions ? 

"General Vega, after lipparently consultmg Willi the Licenciddo 
Casares for a moment, replied that he was. 
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** General Wartk. Then, as an American officer, in the name of 
my government and my commanding general, I demand an inter- 
view with the consul of my country. . (No reply.) 

^ Ckneral fforth. Has Mexico declared war against the United 
States? 

« General Vega. No. 

*^ General Worth, Are the two countries still at peace? 

« General Vega. Yes. 

^ General Worth. Then I again, demand an interview with the 
consul of my government, in Matamoras; in the pre9ence, of course, 
of these gentlemen, or any other that the commanding gen^^ in 
Matamoras may be pleased to designate. General Vega reiterated 
that the consul was in the proper exercise of his functions ; that he 
was not in arr^t, nor were any other Americans in arrest in Mata- 
moras; that he would submit the demand to General Mejia,. adding, 
that he thought there wQuld be great difficulty. 

^ This demand was repeatedly made ifi the most emf^tic man- 
ner, and a reply requested ; General Vega stating the consul con- 
tinued in the exercise of his fonctions, and that Genejal Wo^'s 
demand would be submitted to General Mejia. 

**Here the interview was suspended, while the licenciado left 
the parfy to submit (as was understood) the demand for an interview 
with the consul to General Mejia. While engaged in friendly in- 
tercourse. General Wcaih stated to General Vega, in an infc»mal 
manner, as an evidence of the good faith, intentions, and disposi- 
tion of his commanding general, that he, General Taylor, was weD 
aware of the importance of^ Brazos Santiago to the commerce and 
business conmiunity of Matamoras ; that he rejected their laws 
and custCMBS, and would freely grant entrance and exit to all Mexi- 
can and other vessels trading with Matamoras on the same terms 
as before its occupation by the United States, leaving all questions 
arising therefrom to be settled hereafler by the two goverpments. 

" At the expiration of about a qnarter of an hour, the Licenciado 
Casares returned and reported that General Mejia would not accede 
to the request for an interview on the part of General Worth ; say- 
ing nothing, however, relative to' the question of the consul. . 

"General Vega was then again informed that the despatch in- 
tended to be delivered to General Mejia by General Worth, in 
person, woyld be returned by him. General Worth, to his command- 
ing general, considering any other disposition of it as disrespectful 
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to him ; repeating that it had been read to General Vega as an act 
of courtesy to him, and that General Mejia must take his own meas- 
ures of communicating with Grener^ Taylor, adding, that whether 
General Mejia should send a superior or subaltern officer to General 
Taylor, at all times accessible, he would be received with becom- 
mg courtesy and hospitality. General Worth then presented a 
written and sealed document for the civil authorities of Matamoras, 
which was received by General Vega and immediately transferred 
to the Licenci^o Casares. 

^^ Cknercd Vega. Is it the intention of Greneral Taylor to remain 
with his army on the left bank of the Rio Grande ? 

^ General WorOu Most assuredly, and there to remain until di- 
rected otherwise by his government 

** General Vega remarked that ' we ' felt indignaticm at seeing 
the American flag placed on the Rio Grande, a portion of the Mex- 
ican territory. 

"GenenJ Worth replied, that was a matter of taste; notwith- 
standing, there it would remain. The army had been ordered to 
occupy its present position by its government; it has come in a 
peaceable rather than belligerent attitude, with a determination to 
respect the rights and customs of those on the right bank of the 
Rio Grande, while it offers protection to all on the left bank within 
the territory of liie United States. 

" No reply having been received from Creneral Vega relative to 
the demand for an interview with the American consul, the ques- 
tion was again introduced by Greneral Worth, and the demand for 
the last time reiterated. 

"General Vega then promptly refused to comply with the de- 
mand ; replying, without waiting for the interpretation, *No, na' 

**• General Worth. I have now to state that a reftisal of my demand 
to see the American consul is regarded as a belligerent act; and, 
in conclusion, I have to add, the commanding general of the Amer- 
ican forces on the left bank of the river will regard the passage of 
any armed party of Mexicans in hostile array across- the Rio Grande 
as an act of war, and pursue it accordingly. 

" The interview here terminated, and General Worth and staff 
returned to the left bank of tiie river. 

" The above is the substance of the interview between Generals 
Worth and Vega ; is a fair statement of the conversatioB, and, as 
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V. 

COBBBSPONDENCE BETWEEN QENEBALS TAYLOB AND 

AMPXJDIA. 

Oeneral Taylor to General Ampudia, 

^ HsApavABTESt, Ajuct ov Oooutatk>v, 1 
CAM7 NBA& MATAX0IU8, Tbxas, April 12, 1846. 5 

^ Semoe: I have had the honor to receive your note of tjiis date, 
in which joo amnmon me to withdraw the fbrcea under my com- 
mand ihim their preaoit pooitiony and beyond the river Nueces, anUl 
the pending qoeation between our govemmei^, relative to the limits 
of Texas, shall be settled. 

** I need hardly advise you that, charged as I am, in only a mili* 
tary capacity, with the performance of specific duties, I cannot ent^ 
into a discussion fif the international question involved in the 
advance of the Ameiican w^y. You will, however, permit me to 
say that the government of the United States has constantly sought 
a settlement, by negotiation, pf the question of boundary ; that an 
envoy was despatched to Mexico for that purpose, and that up to 
the most recent dates said envoy had not been received by the actual 
Mexican government, if indeed he has not received his passports 
and left the republic. In the mean time, I have been ordered to 
occupy the country up to the left bank of the Rio Grande, until the 
boundary shall be definitively settled. In carrying out these instruc- 
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tions I have cajrefhllj abstained ftom tdl acts of.hoatiKty, obeying, 
in this regard, not only the letter of my instmcticHis, but the plain 
didaks ofjutUce and humanUy. 

** The instmctions under which I am acting will not peimit me to 
retrograde from the position I now occupy. In view of the relations 
between our respective governments, and the iadividua^ suffering 
v^ich may result, I regret the alternative which you oi^r ; but, at 
the same time, wish it understood that I diall by no means avoid 
such alternative, leaving the responsibility with -those ^o rashly 
coomience hostilities. In conclusion, you will permit me to give 
the assurance that on my part the laws and customs of war among 
civilized nations ^all Im'^ carefully observed. 

^ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"Z. TAYLOR, 
^'Bretfet Brig» Gen* U, & A*, commandmg, 

** Sefior <}eneral D. Pbdso de AMPUDiii. 

[Translatibn.] 
Oeneral Ampudia to General Taylor, 

**FoxnBtTH MnjTABT Division, \ 
Generai-in'Ohirf* * -J* 

^To explain to you the many grounds for- the just grievances felt 
by the Mexican nation, caused by the United States government, 
would be a loss (^ time, and an insult to your good sense ; I there- 
fere pass at once to such explanations as I consider of absolute 
necessity. 

"Your government, in an incredible manner — you will even 
permit me to say, an extravagant one, if the usage or general rules 
established and received among all tsivilized nations are regarded — 
has not only insulted, but has exasperated the Mexican nation, 
bearing its conquering banner to the left bank of the Rio-Bravo del 
Norte ; and in this case, by explicit and definitive orders of my 
government, which neither can, will, nor should receive new out- 
rages, I require you, in all form^rand at latest in the peremptory term 
of twenty-four hours, to break up. your camp and retire to the other 
bank of the Nueces river, while our governments are regulating the 
pending question in relation to Texas. If you insist in remaining 
upon the soil of the department of Tamaulipas, it will clearly result 
that arms, and aitns idone, must decide the question ; and in that 
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tme I idrife yoa tJiat we accept the war to which, with 00 moch 
uynetice on your purt, jfou provoke us, and that, 00 oar part, thi» 
war afaall be conducted confbnnabl j to the priocii^es establidied by 
the most civilized nationB, that ia to say, that the Uwof natioiia and 
of war ahali be the guide of my operationa; tmetiDg that on your 
part the aame will be observed. 

** With thia view, I tender yen the cooaidoatioDe due to your 
peieon and respectable office. 

<« God and Liberty! 

««HBADavABms AT Kataxoilas, 2Vcioek p. M,y April 12, 184^ 

«* PEDRO I>*AMPUDIA. 

M Stnor Generat-in-Chief qf ths United SUUe» Armj^ 
«• Don Z. TATix>a." 

General Taylor to Atffutani'General Jones. 

** HEADauABTEsa, Abmt op Oocutmsow, > 
Camp nbak Mataxo&ab, Texas, April 26, 1846. > 

•*SiB : I have re^iectfully to report that General Arista arrived 
in Matamoras on the 24th instant, and assamed the chief command 
of the Mexican troops. On the same day he addressed me a com- 
mnnication, conceived in courteous terms, but saying that he con- 
sidered hostilities commenced, and should prosecute them. A 
translation^ of his note, and copy of my reply, will be transmitted 
the moment they can be fu^pared. I despatch this by an express 
which is now waiting. 

** I regret to report that a party of dragoons, sent out by me on 
the 24& instant, to watch the course of the river above on this bank, 
became engaged with a very large^ force of the enemy,' and after a 
short affidr, in which some sixteen were killed and wounded, appear 
to have been surrounded and compeDed to surrender. Not one of 
^e party has returned, except a wounded man sent in this moming^ 
by the Mexican commander, so that I cumot report with confidence 
the particulars of the engagement, or the fate of the officers, except 
that Captain Hardee was known to be a prisoner, and unhurt. 
Captain Thornton, and Lieutenants Mason and Kane, were the other 
officers. The party was sixty-three strong. 

^ Hostilities may now be considered as commenced, and I have 
this day deemed it necess&ry to call upon the governor of Texas for 
forar regiments of volunteers, twx) to be mounted and twe to serve as 
fyoC Am some delay must occur in collecting these troops, I have 
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akK> deiired the governor of Loukiana to send out four regimeats 
of mftintry as soon 90 practicable. This will constitute an auziliaiy 
force oi nearly 5000 men, which will be required to prosecute the 
war with energy, and carry it, as it should be, into the enemy^s 
oonntiy. I trust the dep^utment wiU approve mj course in this 
matter, and will g^ve the necessary (ntlers to the staff departments 
for the supply of this large additional force. 

'^ If a law could be passed authorizing the p^ident to raise 
v<dunte«fs for twelve months, it would be of the greatest importance 
finr a service so remote from support as this. 

^I am, sir, v^y respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"Z. TAYLOR, 
<* Brwet Brig. (7m. U. S. A,, otm m andmg. 

*' The ABJUTANT-GBiraAiLL of the Army, 

*^ WASKmOTON, D. C. 



W- 

LETTER. 

GenercU Taylor to General. Ampudia. 

** Headquabtees, Army of Occupation', 
Camp near Matamoras, Texas, April 22, 1846. 

" Sir: I have had the honor to receive your communication of 
this date, in which you complain of certain measures adopted by my 
order, to close the mouth of the Rio Bravo against vessels bound to 
Matamoras, and in which you also advert to the cose of two Mexicans 
supposed to be detained as prisoners in this camp. 

" After all that has passed since the American army &st approach- 
ed the Rio Bravo, I am certainly surprised that you should com- 
plain of a measure which is no other than a natural result of the 
state of war so much insisted upon by the Mexican authorities, as 
actually existing at this time. You will excuse me for recalling a 
few circumstances, to show that this state of war has not bleen 
sought by the American army, but has been forced upon it, and that 
the exercise of the rights incident to such a state cannot be made 
a subject of complaint 
24 
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■nonbreaking op mj camp at Corpos Christi, and moving forward 
with the armj under my orders to occupy the left bank of the Rio 
Bravo, it was my earnest desire to execute my instructions in a 
pacific manner ; to observe the utmost regard for the personal rights 
of all citixens residing on the left bank of the river, and to take 
care that the religion and customs of the people should suf^ no 
fiolation. With this view, and to quiet the minds of the inhabit 
Cants, I issued orders to the army, enjoming a strict observance of 
the rights and interest! of all Mexicans residing on the river, and 
caused said orders to be translated into Spanish, and circulated in 
the several towns on the Brava These orderi announced the spirit 
in which we proposed to occupy the country, and I am proud to say 
that up to this moment the same spiht has controlled the operaticms 
of the army. On reaching the Arroyo Colorado I was informed by 
a Mexican officer that the order in question had been received in 
Matamoras, but was told at the sione time that if I attempted to 
cross the river, it would be regarded as a declaration of war. 
Again, on my march to Frontone I was met by a deputation of the 
civil authorities of Matamoras, protesting against my occupation 
of a portion of the department of Tamaulipas, and declaring that 
if the army was not at once withdrawn, war would result While 
this communication was in my hands, it was discovered that the 
village of Frontone had been set on fire and abandoned. I viewed 
this as a direct act of war, and informed the deputation that their 
communication would be answered by me when opposite Matamo- 
ras, which was done in respectful terms. On reaching the river, I 
despatched an officer, high in rank, to convey to the commanding 
general in Matamoras the expression of my desire for amicable 
relations, and my willingness to leave open to the use of the citi- 
zens of Matamoras the port of Brasos Santiago, until the question 
of boundary should be definitively settled. This officer received for 
reply, fix)m the officer selected to confer with him, that my advance 
to the Rio Bravo was considered as a veritable act of war, and he 
was absolutely refused an interview with the American consul, in 
itself an act inconq>atible with a state of peace. Notwithstanding 
these repeated assurances on the part of the Mexican authorities, 
^nd iK)twithstanding the most obviously hostile preparations on the 
vig^t bank of the river, accompanied by a rigid non-intercourse, I 
carefully abstained from any act of hostility — determined that the 
%nus of producing an actual state of hostilities should not rest with 
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nte. Our relaticms remained in this state until I had the honor to 
receive your note of the 12th instanty in which you denounce war as 
the alternative of my remaining in this position. As I could not, 
under my instructions, recede from my position, I accepted the 
alternative you offered, apd made all my dispositions to me^ it 
suitably; But, still willing to adopt milder measures before proceed- 
ing to others, I coi^ei^ed myself in the first instance, with ordering 
a blockade of the mouth of the Rio Bravo, by the naval forces under 
my orders — a proceeding perlectiy consonant with the state o£ war 
so of^sn declared to exist, and which you acknowledge in your 
note of the 16th instant, relative to the late. Colonel Cross. If this 
meaaire seem oppressive, I wish it b<M7ie in mind that it has been 
fyrced upon me by the course you have seen fit to adopt I have re- 
ported this blockade to my government, and shall not remove it until 
I receive instructions to that effect, unless indeed you desire an 
armistice pending the final settiement of the question between the 
governments, or until war shall be fi>rmally declared by either, in 
which case I wiU: cheerfully open the river. In regard to the conse- 
quences you mention as resulting from a refusal to remove the 
blockade, I beg you to understand that I am prepared for them, be 
they what they may. « * * 

** In conclusion^ I take leave to state that I consider the tone of 
your communication highly exceptionable, where you stigmatize the 
movement of the army under my orders as * marked with the seal 
of umversal reprobation^ You. must be aware thi^t such language 
is not respectful in kself, either to me or to my government; and 
while I observe in my own correspondence the courtesy due to your 
high position, and to the magnitude of the interests with which we 
are respectively charged, I shall expect the same in return. 

'" I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

«z. Baylor, • • 

Brevet Brig, Gen, U, S, Army, commanding, 
" 8enor Gen. D. Pedro Db Ampubia, 

Commanding in Matamoras, 



X. 

In a letter of Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Trist, he says, — 
" In the annals of history never has there been a war conducted 
in the same manner by invading forces. Instead of levying milita- 
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17 ooBtribntioDi for the support of our aimief in the heart of ooi 
enemfn eoontry, we have paid fair, and eren extravagant jmces, 
for all the aapplles which we have received. We have^ not only 
held aacred the private firopeitf of the Mexicans, bnt on several 
occasions have fed their femishing soldiers, and bound up their 
wounds. And what has been the return ? Treacheiy and crudty 
have done their worst against us. Our citizens have heea mur- 
dered, and their dead bodies mutilated, in cold blood, by bands of 
savage and cowardly guerillas ; and the parole of honor, sacred in 
all civilized war&re, has be«i Imbitually fcnrfeited by Mexican ch- 
eers and soldiers. Those partded at Vera Cruz have fou^t against 
us at Cerro Qordo ; and those paroled at Cerro Qordo have doubt- 
less been in the ranks of the enemy in the battles so glonous to 
our arms at and near the city of Mexica 

^ After the battle of Cerro Gordo, the president entertained seri- 
ous thoughts of modifying your instructions, at least so fiur n» 
greatly to reduce the maximum sums which you were authorized to 
pay for portions of the Mexican territory ; but, wislung to affcnrd to 
the world an example of continued moderation and forbearance in 
the midst of victory, he suffered them to remain unchanged. And 
what has been the consequence ? 

^ After a series of brilliant victories, when our troops were at the 
gates of the capital, and it was completely in ou» power, the Mex- 
ican government have not only rejected your liberal offers, but have 
insulted our country by proposing terms, the acceptance of which 
would degrade us in the eyes of the world, and be justly condemned 
by the whole American people. They must attribute our liberality 
to fear, or they must take courage from our supposed political di- 
visions. Some such cause is necessary to account for their strange 
infatuation. In this state of affiiirs, the president, believing that 
your continued presence with the army can be productive of no 
good, but may do much harm, by encouraging the delusive hopes 
and false impressions of the Mexicans, has directed me to recall 
you from your mission, and to instruct you to return to the United 
States by the first safe opportunity. He has determined not to 
make another offer to treat with the Mexican government, though 
he will be always ready to receive and consider their proposals. 
They must now first sue fOT'peace." 
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Y. 

REPORT 

Frcm-the A4ftiUuU-OeMral, in eompUano^ with a Ee9okttion of the Bou»e 
of RepreaefUativea, in relation to the Number of United States Troopt 
that have been engaged in the War with Mexico^ the Number who have 
been kitted, died from Wounds, Sjc. 

We can only give extracts fiom this rq>oit, and from that portion 
of it which is explanatory of the tahlesr 
The tables present the following results: — 

THB REGULAB ABMT. 

^ The strength of the an&y at the commencement of hostilities 
with the repoblio o£ Mexico, in April, 1846, 7344; the force on 
the frontier of Texas, May, 1846, present and absent, 3554, of 
which 131 were sick ; troops sent to Mexico, including recroite, 
23,136, of which 13,^1 aie of the old establishment, and 10,585 
new regiments, which, with the force on the Rio Grande in May, 
1846, makes the whole number of the regular army employed every 
where in the prosecution of the war, inclusive of December, 1847, 
about 26,690, besides a battalion of marines, (350.) Twenty-nine 
thousand men have been recruited since the I3th of May, 1846, 
and 23,556 sent to Mexico, which exceeds the number joined as 
reported on the rolls and returns, many of which are wanting. 

^ The regular force in Mexico, New Mexico, and California, was, 
in December, about 21,202 ; and i^ince the 1st of January, 2498 
recruits have been sent to^e army, which increases the Regular 
troops in all Mexico, it' is estimated, to about 23,695. The six 
companies stationed in the United States, (556,) and 1200 recruits 
in depot and at rendezvous, (total 1750,) carry up the regular army 
every where, on the rolls, to about 25,445. 

CA8UALTIBS.. 

^Old establishment: din^utrgeay by expiration of service, 1435 ; 
fwr disability, 887 ; by order and civil autiiority, 253; — total, 2575. 

^* Deaths. Killed in battle, 45 officers, 434 men ; died of wounds, 
19 officers, 331 men ; total killed and died of wounds, 64 officers, 
765 men; ordiiiary deaths, 44 officers, 1787 men: — total deaths, 
108 officers, 2552 men. Aggregate, 2660. 
24» 
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** W<nmdetL In battle, 130 officers, 1799 m«i ; aggregate, 1939. 

** JUiignatkms. 32, in 1846 and 1847. 

'^Jk mi U MM . 1637, ofwhich9aremaznies. 

** Additional regiments: disctoy a , by exinrstion of service, 
2; for disability, 248; by order and civil anthority, 56; — total, 
306. 

^Deaths. KiUed in battle, 6 officers, 62 men ; died of wounds, 4 
officers, 71 men ; total kiUed and died of wounds, 10 officers, 133 
men; ordinary deaths, 28 officers, 977 men^ total deaths, 38 offi- 
cers, 1110 men. Aggregate, 1148« 

" Wounded. In battle, 41 officers, 427 men. Aggregate, 468. 

^IU$ignaiMnM, 7Q ; dtmUxmay 445. 

THB V0LVIfTXB& 8BKVICE. 

*^ The whole number of volunteers mustered into the service from, 
May, 1846; of which 15;911 are mounted men, 1164 artilleiy, and 
54,234 infantry, making an aggregate of 71,309, including 3087 
commissi<med officers^ Fnun this number, it is proper to deduct 
the fbrce not called out by authority of the wajr department, nor 
called out under the act of May 13, 1846, and also the number 
mustered, but soon after discharged, as supernumerary. This class 
is embraced in the three and six months' men,^iind two regiments 
of twelve months' men from Ohio and Missouri, and one company 
from Iowa, amounting to 14,383 ; of which 2774 were discharged 
a few days after being mustered into servke, (except the company,) 
not being required to proceed to the seat of war. Deducting this 
class of volunteers fk)m the -aggregate mustered and paid, (71,309^) 
the for^ enrolled under the act of May 13, 1846, and under the 
5th section of the act of March 3, 1847, which authorizes the presi- 
dent to accept the services of * individual volunteers-' to fill txzcon- 
ae^ &.C., is about 56^926 officers and men. But this number was 
further reduced by discharges, &c., before the battalions had left 
the United States ; and it ia probable that the number exceeded but 
little, if any 50,000 men, when put en rou^ for the army. 

** So far as can be ascertained fh>m the lakst returns received, it 
appears that the volunteer force for the war and fbr 12 months, 
(2017,) now employed in Mexico, New Mexico, and California, 
(25,260,) and the eleven companies (1082) within the limits of the 
United States, the sick included; amounts to 1456 officers and 
24,886 men. Aggregate, 26,342, being 7589 less than the number 
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of the ssme regiments and ctnnpanies (war men) when first mus- 
tered mto service. But this difference does not show the actual 
loss ; first, because the greater number of the individual volunteers 
enrolled, (L e., ^recruited,) araoBg which ikere is mueh loss,, had not 
jcnned their regiments at the date of the last returns, and were not 
of course taken up on the rolls, but they are included in the table, 
in the aggregate < received into service.' And second^ the casual- 
ties, i. e., discharges ftud deaffis, (ordinary,) exhibited in the state- 
ment, must be c<msiderably under the actual number, owing to the 
missing muster rolls yet due ftom many of the regiments, from 
which the information alone can foe obtained. 

" The following general statement presents a condensed view of 
the various objects of inquiry respecting the volunteer forces. 

^ Three months men. The strength when mustered into service 
was 1390, and when disdiarged 1269, being a loss of 121» 

DisfAarges before the exjAration of the term, 82, of which 3 were 
for disabUiiy. 

'^ Deaths, 18 ; ordinary, 8 ; killed in battle and died of wounds, 10. 

''Desetihns,^^ 

^ Six tMmthg' mefij (but held only for three months, the legal t^rm ;) 
strengtii when mustered into service, 11,150, and when discharged, 
9559; loss, 1591. . 

- ^ Discharges, before the expiration of the term^ 826, of which 
376 were for dts&biUly. 

^ Deaffis, 127 ; ordinary, 107 ; killed in battle and died of wounds, 
6; accidental, 14 ; desertions, SSii. 

*^ Twelve nuynM men. Strength when mustered into sendee, 
26,344, and when discharged, 18,724 ; loss, 7620, (including loss 
or difference between t>riginal and present strength of 21 ocnnpa- 
nies twelve months' men still in service, 2017 strong at the last 
returns.) 

♦* Discharges, before the expiration of the term, 4391 ; of which, 
3966 were for disabiUty. • 

''Deedhs, 2111; ordinary, 1633; killed in battle, and died of 
wounds, 423 ; accidental, 55. 

«Z>««iMm», 568. 

** Volunteers for the war. There are now 31 regiments (or equal 
to as many) and 4 companies in service — tiie aggregate strength 
of which, when mustered under calls from Ibe war department, 
respectively dated June 26, 1846, (1 regim^it,) November 16, 1846, 
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(aqtud to 8 regimenti and 5 eompuues,) April 19, 1847 '(equal to 
7 regiments and two coffipaniea,) August 26, 1847, (5 jregiments,) 
October 8, 1847, (2 regiments,) and at various other dates, (equal to 
7 regiments and 7 companies,) was 31,914, being 2^^ less than if 
tjl the regfiments and companies had been full, as authorized by 
law. Strength at the <ai< re^unif— officers, 1357; men, 22,968 ; 
aggregate, 24,325 ; reduced, by this date, inobably, to less than 
20,000. 

^ DMiargtB, 1339 ; <^ which, 1084 were for disabUity, 

**Deaffia, 1691, to wit: (^dinary, 1481; killed in battle, and 
died of wounds, 171 ; accidental, 39. 

""Desetiumi, 1770. 

^ The casualties incident to the tehoU number of volunteers, un- 
der various periods of service, so far as can be ascertained from 
the rolls received, are as follows, viz. : 

" DMuwgts, before the expiration of the term, 6638 ; of which, 
5423 were for disability, 

"" DeatkMy 3947, to wit ; <nrdinary, 3229 ; killed in battle, 47 offi- 
cers and 419 men ; died of wounds, 164, officers and men, as &r as 
now ascertained ; accidental, 108. 

"< Wounded, 129 officeis, 1217 men. 

** ReHgnations, 275. 

«Z>c*crtum*, 2884. 

^ Table £ of the report, presents a detailed statement of the 
volunteers on thd rolls for service in Mexico, New Mexico, and Cali- 
fornia, including eleven companies (1082) within Ihe United States, 
according to the latest returns, to wit: 5527 horse, 297 artillery, 
20,518 infantry — making a total of 24,886 men, and 1456 com- 
missioned officers — aggregate, 26,342; of which, 2017 are twelve 
months' volunteers. This view incli^des absent men recruited under 
the law of 1847, many of whom will never join ; and, as is already 
r^narked, it is believed that the actual strength of regiments and 
companies in the field does not exceed 20,000 men, including a 
numerous invalid list The- forces called out by regiments, and 
separate or independent companies, and now in service, equal 33 
regiments and 1 battalion, and require not less than 15,000 men to 
complete the establishment 

** Chneral-and skff (SfUers provided for (he volunteer troops, — The 
number of general and staff officers aj^inted for the volunteer 
Snpces, under the acts of July 5, 1838, June 18 and June 26, 1846, 
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IB 289 ; of*which number, 11 are generals, 96 majors, 104 captains, 
1^ surgeons and assistant surgeons, and 24 additi(mal paymasters. 
Thirty-seven of the persons appointed declined acceptance, 47 were 
discharged as supernumeraries, 44 resigned, 18 appointed in other 
corps, 15 died, and 128 are now in service." 



z. 



JUSTICE OF THE WAR BETWEEN ENGLAND AND CHINA. 

In closing his lecture upon the war between England and China, 
John Quincy Adams sa3rs, — 

*< And here we might pause, my brethren of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. Do I hear you inquire. What is all this to the 
Opium question, or the taking of Canton ? These, I answer, are 
hut incidents in that jnovement of mind on Ihis globe of earth, of 
which the war between Great Britain and China is now the leading 
star. Of the four questions which I have proposed this evening to 
discuss, we have not even reached the conclusion of the first — ihe 
justice ofikt cause between the two parties. Which has the righteous 
cause ? You have, perhaps, been surprised to hear me answer, Britain 
— Britain has the righteous cause. But to prove it I have been 
obliged to show tliat the opium question is not the cause of the war ; 
my demonstration is not yet complete. The cause of the war is 
the Ko-tou ! — the arrogant and insupportable pretensions of China, 
that she will hold commercial intercourse with the rest of mankind, 
not upon terms of equal reciprocity, but upon the insulting and 
degrading forms of the -relation between lord and vassal. The 
melancholy catastrophe with Which I am obliged to close, the death 
of the gallant Napier, was the first bitter fi^t of the struggle against 
that insulting and senseless pretension of China^ Might I, in the 
"flight of time, be permitted again to address you, I should pursue 
the course of the inquiry, through the four questions with which I 
have begun.' But the solution of them all is involved in the germi- 
nating element of the first, the jusHce of the cause. This I have 
sought in the natural rights of man. Whether it may ever be my 
good fortune to address you again, is in the disposal of a higher 
power ; but with reference to the kist of my four questicos. What are 
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the dntiw of the ymrer nm ent And the people of the Uifted States, 
leenhing from the mating war between Great Bntain and Qima ? 
— I lemve to jodr medkatione the huit ev«it of that war, which the 
wind* have bioagfat to oar ears — the raneom of Canton. When 
we remember the tcOTnfal remise fioom the gates of Canton in Jofy, 
1834, of Mr. AsteD, bearing the letter of peace and friendship from 
Lord Napier to the governor <^ the two provinces, and the contempt- 
ooos refbsal to receive the letter itself, and c<Mnpare it with die 
lansora of that same city in June, 1841, we trace the whole line of 
c<mnection between cause and effect — may we not draw from it a 
monitory lesson, written upon a beam of phosplunric light — (^pre- 
paration for lAor, and preservation of peace/* 



AA. 

TREATY 



Of pMce, Friendfhipt LimiU, and SettlemefU between tAe United States 
of America and the Mexican Republic. Dated at Guadalitpe Hidalgo, 
February 2, 1848 ; ratijied by the President of the United Statet, Mmth 
16, 1648 ; exchanged alt Queretaro, May 30, 1848 ; proclaimed by the 
President of the United States, July 4, 1848. 

BT THB PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OF AMEftlGA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

^ Whereas, a treaty of peace, friendship, limits, and settlement 
between the United States of America and the Mexican Repablic, 
was concluded and signed at the city of Gruadalupe Hididgo, on 
the second day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-ei^t, which treaty, as amended by the Senate of the United 
States,* and, being in the Engli^ and Spanish languages, is word 
for word as follows : — 
** In the name of Almighty God : 

^The United States of America and the United Mexican States, 
animated by a sincere desire to put an end to the calamities of the 
war which unhappily exists between the two republics, and to 
establish upon a solid basis relations of peace and friendship, which 
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^11 coiife^recii»x)cal beneifits upon the citizens of both, and assure 
the concord, haimony, and mutual confidence wherein Ihe two 
peq>le should Hire, as good neighbors, have for that purpose 
appointed their respective plenipotentiaries, that is to say, ^ the 
President of the United States has appointed Nicholas P. Trist, a 
citizen of the United States, and the President of the Mexican 
Republic has appointed Don Luis Gonzaga Cueva^, Don Bernardo 
Couto, and Dcm Miguel Atristain, citizens of the said Republic, who, 
after a reciprocal communication of their respective full powers, 
have, under the protection of Almighty God, the author pf peace, 
arranged, agreed upon, and signed Ihe following 

** Treaty of Peaces Friendship, Limits, and Settlement, between the United 
States of America and the Mexican Republic. 

^^ Art. I. There shall be firm and universal peace between the 
United States of America and the Mexican republic, and between 
their respective countries, territories, cities, towns, and people, 
without exception of places or persons. 

^ Art. U. Immediately upon the signature of this treaty, a con- 
vention shall be entered into between a commissioner or commis- 
sioners appointed by the general-in-chief of the forces of the United 
States, and such as may be appointed by the Mexican government, 
to the end that a provisional suspension of hostilities shall take 
place, and that, in the places occupied by the said forces, constitur 
tional order may be reestablished, as regards the political, adminis- 
trative, and judicial branches, so far as this shall be permitted by the 
circumstances of military occupation. 

"Art. in. Immediately upon the ratifipation of the present 
treaty by the government of the United States, orders shall be 
transmitted to the - commanders of their land and naval forces, 
requiring the latter (provided this treaty shall then have been ratified 
by the government of the Mexican republic, and the raflfecations 
exchanged) immediately to desist firom blockading any Mexican 
ports ; and requiring the former (under the same condition) to com- 
mence, at the earliest moment practicable, withdrawing all troops 
of the United States then in the interior of the Mexican republic, 
to the points that shall be selected by common agreement, at a 
distance irom the seaports not exceeding thirty leagues ; and such 
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evacomtion of the interior of the republic shall be completed with 
the least possible delay ; the Mexican government hereby binding 
itself to afibrd every &cility in its power for rendering the same 
convenient to the troops, on their march and in their new positions, 
and for promoting a good understanding between them and the 
inhabitants. In like manner, orders shall be despatched to the 
persons in charge of the cnstom-hooses at all ports occupied by the 
forces of the United States, requiring them (under the same con- 
dition) immediately to deliver possession of the same to the persons 
authorized by the Mexican government to receive it, together with 
all bonds and evidences of debts for duties on importatifms and on 
exportations, not yet fallen due. Moreover, a faithful and exact 
account shall be made out, showing the entire amount of all duties 
on imports and on exports, collected at such custom-houses, or 
elsewhere in Mexico, by authority of the United States, from and 
after the day of the ratification of this treaty by the government of 
the Mexican republic ; and also on account of tiie cost of "collection ; 
and such entire amount, deducting only the cost of collection, shall 
be delivered to the Mexican government, at the city of Mexico, 
within three months after the exchange of the ratifications. 

** The evacuation of the capital of the Mexican republic by the 
troops of the United States, in virtue of the above stipulations, 
shall be completed in one month afler the orders there stipulated for 
shall have been received by the commander of said troops, or sooner 
if possible. 

"Art. rV. Immediately after the exchange of ratifications of 
the present treaty, all castles, forts, territories, places, and posses- 
sions which have been taken or occupied by the forces of the United 
States during the present war, within the limits of the Mexican 
republic, as about to established by the following article, shall be 
definitively restored to the said republic, together with all the artil- 
lery, anjip, apparatus of war, munitions, and other public property, 
which were in the said castles and forts when captured, and which 
shall remain there at the time when this treaty shall be duly ratified 
by the government of the Mexican republic. To this end, immedi- 
ately upon the signature of this treaty, orders shall be despatched 
to the American officers commanding such castles and forts, secur- 
ing against the removal or destruction of any such artOlery, arms, 
apparatus of war, munitions, or other public property. The city of 
Mexico, within the inner line of intrenchments surrounding the 
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said city, is comprehended in the above stipulations, as regards tiie 
restoration of artillery, apparatus of war, &c. 

" The final evacuation of the territory of the Mexican republic, by 
the forces of the United States, shall be completed in three month* 
from the said exchange of ratifications, or sooner if possible ; the 
Mexican government hereby engaging, as in the foregoing article, 
to use all means in its power for facilitating such evacuation, and 
rendering it convenient to the troops, and for promoting a good 
understanding between them and the inhabitants. 

" If, however, the ratification of tfiis treaty by both parties should 
not take place in time to allow the embarkation of the troops of the 
United States to be completed before the commencement of the 
sickly season at the Mexican ports on the Gulf of Mexico, in such 
case a fiiendly arrangement shall be entered into between the gen- 
eral-in-chief of the said troops and the Mexican government, 
whereby healthy and otherwise suitable places, at a distance from 
the ports not exceeding thirty leagues, shall be designated for the 
residence of such troops as may not yet have embarked, until the 
return of the healthy season. And the space of time here referred 
to as comprehending the sickly season, shall be understood to 
extend fi-om the first day of May to the first day of November. 

"All prisoners of war taken on either side, on land or on sea, shall 
be restored as soon as practicable after the exchange of ratifications 
of this treaty. It is also agreed that if any Mexicans should now 
be held as captives by any savage tribe within the limits of the 
United States, as about to be established by the following article, the 
government of the United States will exact the release of such cap- 
tive«), and cause them to be restored to their country. 

"Art. V. The boundary line between the two republics shall 
commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from land, oppo- 
site the mouth of the Rio Grande, otherwise called Rio Bravo del 
Norte, or opposite the mouth of its deepest branch, if it should 
have more than one branch emptying directly into the sea ; fix)m 
thence up the middle of that river, following the deepest channel, 
where it has more than one, to the point where it strikes the south- 
em boundary of New Mexico, ; thence, westwardly, along the whole 
southern boundary of New MeXicp, (which runs north of the town 
ealled Paso,) to its western termination ; thence, northward, along the 
western line of New Mexico, until it intersects the first branch of 
the River Gila; (or if it should not iritersect any branch of that river, 
25 
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then to the point on the said line nearest to such branch, and thence 
in a direct line to the same ;) thence down the middle of the said 
blanch and of the said river, until it empties into the Rio Colorado ; 
thence across the Rio Colorado, following the division line between 
U{^>er and Lower California, to the Pacific ocean. 

^ The southern and western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in 
this article, are those laid down in the map entitled, ' Mtxp of (^ 
Umied Mexiccoi StaUt<, a$ organized and d^ntd hy various ads of (hit 
Congress of said republic^ and consUv/dsd aecordingto the best avJQwr- 
itiss. Revised edition. Published at J^ew Yorky in 1847, by J, Dislur- 
neUJ Of which map a copy is added to this treaty, bearing the 
signatures and seals of the undersigned plenipotentiaries. And, 
in order to preclude all difficulty in tracmg upon the ground the 
limit separating Upper from Lower California, it is agreed that the 
said limit shall consist of a straight line drawn from the middle of 
the Rio Gila, where it unites with the Colorado, to a point on the 
coast of the Pacific ocean, distant one marine league due south of 
the southernmost point of the port of San Diego, according to the 
plan of said port, made in the year 1782, by Don Juan Pantoja, 
second sailing-master of the Spanish fleet and published at Madrid, 
in the year 1802, in the atlas to the voyage of the schooners SutU 
and Mexicana, of which plan a copy is hereunto added, signed 
and sealed by the respective plenipotentiaries. 

^ In order to designate the boundary line with due precision, upon 
authoritative maps, and to establish upon the ground landmarks which 
shall show the limits of both republics, as described in the present 
article, Ihe two governments shall each appoint a conunissioner and 
a surveyor, who, before the expiration of one year from the date of 
the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, shall meet at thej port 
of San Diego, and proceed to run and mark the said boundary in 
its whole course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte. They 
shall keep journals and make out plans of their operations, and the 
result agreed upon by them shall be deemed a part of this treaty, 
and shall have the. same force as if it were inserted therein. The 
two governments will amicably agree regarding what may be 
necessary to these persons, and also as to their respective escorts, 
should such be necessary. 

** The boundary line established by this article shall be religiously 
respected by each of the two republics, and no change shall ever 
be made therein, except by the express and iree consent of both 
nations, lawfiilly given by th^ general government of each, in con- 
formity with its own constitution. 
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**Aet»VL The vessels aad citizens of the United States shall, 
In all time, have a free and uninterrapted passage by the Gulf of 
Cahfornia, and by the River Colorado below its confluence with the 
Oila, to and from their possessions skuated north of the boundary 
line defined in the preceding article; it being understood that this 
passage is to be by navigating the Gulf of Galifomia and the River 
Colorado, and not by land, without the express consemt of the Mex- 
ican government. 

^ If, by the examinations which may be made, it should be ascer- 
tained to be practicable and advantageous to construct a road, canal, 
or railway, which shouldin whole or il> part, run upon the River Gila, 
or upon its right or its left bai^ within the space of one marine 
league ftom either margin of the river, the governments of both repub- 
Hcs T^H form an agreement regarding its' construction, in order that 
it may serve equally for the ilse and advantage <^ both countries. 

**Art. VII. The River Gila, and the part of the Rio Bravo del 
Norte, lying below the southern boundary of New Mexico, being, 
agreeably to the fifth article, divided in the middle between the two 
republics, the navigation of the Gila and of the Bravo below said 
boundary, shall be free and common to the vessels and citizens of 
both countries ; and neither shall, without the consent of the other, 
construct any work that may im|>ede or interrupt, in whole or in 
part, the exercise o€ this right ; not even for the purpose of favoring 
new methods of navigation. Nor shall any tax or contribution, 
under any denorainatidn or title,he levied upon vessels or per- 
sons navigating the same, or upon merchandise or effects transport- 
ed thereon, except in the case of landing upon one of their shores. 
If, for the purpose of making said rivers navigable, or fi)r maintain- 
ing them in such a state, it should be necessary or advantageous to 
establish any tax or contribution, this shall not be done without the 
consent of both governments. 

"The stipulations contained in the present article shall not 
impair the territorial Tights of either republic within its established 
limits. 

" Art. Vin. Mexicans now established in territories previously 
belonging to Mexico, and which remain for the -fiiture within the 
limits of the United States, as defined by the present treaty, shall 
be free to continue where they now reside, or to remove at any 
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time to the Mexican republic, retaining the property which they 
poMOSs in the said territories, or disposing thereof, and removing 
the proceeds wherever they please, without Iheir being subjected, 
on this account, to any contribution, tax, or charge whatever. 

^ Those who shall prefer to remain in the said territories, may 
either retain the title and rights of Mexican citizens, or acquirf those 
of citizens of the United States. But they shall be under the obli- 
gation to make their election within one year from the date of the 
exchange of ratifications of this treaty ; and those who shall remain 
in the said territories after the expiration of that year, without 
having declared their intention to retain the character of Mexicans, 
■hall be considered to have elected to become citizens of the Uni- 
ted States. 

** In the said territories, property c^ every kind, now belonging 
to Mexicans not established ^ere, shall be inviolably respected. 
The present owners, the heirs of these, and all Mexicans who may 
hereafter acquire said property by contract, shall enjoy with respect 
jo it guaranties equally ample as if the same belonged to citizens 
of the United States. 

" Art. IX. The Mexicans who, in the territories aforesaid, shall 
not preserve the character of citizens of the Mexican republic, con- 
formably with what is stipulated in the preceding article, shall be 
incorporated into the Union of the United States, and be admitted 
at the proper time (to be judged of by the Congress of the United 
States) to the enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of the United 
States, according to the principles of the constitution; and in the 
mean time shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment 
of their liberty and property, and secured in the free exercise of 
their religion without restriction. 

"Art. X. [Stricken out] 

** Art. XL Considering that a great part of the territories, which, 
by the present treaty, are to be comprehended for the future within 
the limits of the United States, is now occupied by savage tribes, 
who will hereafter be under the exclusive control of the govern- 
ment of the United States, and whose incursions within the terri- 
tory of Mexico, would be prejudicial in the extreme, it is solemnly 
agreed that all such incursions shall be forcibly restrained by the 
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government of the United States, whensoever this may be necessa- 
ry ; &nd Ihat when they cannot be {M'evented, Ihey shall be punished 
by the said government, and satisfaction for the fiame shall be' 
exacted — all in the same way, and with equal diligence and ener- 
gy, as if the same incursions were meditated or conmiitted within 
its own territory, against its own citizens. 

"It shall not be lawftil, under any pretext whatever, for any 
inhabitant of the United States to purchase or acquire any Mexi- 
can, or any foreigner residing in Mexico, who may have been cap- 
tured by Indians inhabiting the territory of either of the two repub- 
lics, nor to purchase or acquire horses, mules, cattle, or property of 
any kind, stolen within Mexican territory by such Indians. 

" And in the event of any person or persons, captured within 
Mexican territory by Indians, being carried into the territory of the 
United States, the government of the latter engages and binds itself 
in the most solemn manner, so soon as it shall know of such cap- 
tives being within its territory, and shall be able so to do, through 
the &ithful exercise of its influence and power, to rescue them and 
return them to their country, or deliver them to the agent or repre- 
sentative of the Mexican government The Mexican authorities 
will, as &r as practicable, give to the government of the United 
States notice of such captures ; and its agent shall pay the expenses 
incurred in the maintenance and transmission of the rescued cap- 
tives ; who, in the mean time, shall be treated with the utmost hos- 
pitality by the American authorities at the place where they may 
be. But if the government of the United States, before receiving 
such notice from Mexico, should obtain intelligence, through any 
other chamiel, of the existenoe of Mexican captives within its terri- 
tory, it will proceed forthwith to effect their release and deliveiy to 
the Mexican agent as above stipulated. 

"For the purpose of giving to these stipulations the fullest possi- 
ble efficacy, thereby affording the security and redress demanded 
by their true spirit and intent, the government of Ihe United States 
will now and hereafter pass, without unnecessary delay, and always 
vigilantly enforce, such laws as the nature of the subject may 
require. And finally, the sacredness of this obligation shall never 
be lost sight of by^iie said government, when providing .for the 
removal of the Indians from any portion of the said territories, or for 
its being settled by citizens of the United States ; but, on the con- 
trary, special care shall be taken not to place its Indian occupants 
25* 
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nnder the neeaMi^ of Mekiof new homes, by oonmutting thooa 
iiivinons which the United States have solemnly obliged them- 
selves to restrain. 

** Akt. Xn. In consideration of the extension acquired by the 
boundaries of the United States, as defined in the fif& article of the 
present treaty, the government of the United States engages to 
pay to that of the Mexican repabUc, the smn of fifteen m^lions-of 
dollars. 

** Immediately after this treaty shall have been duly ratifi.ed by 
the government of the Mexican repnblic, the sam of three Bullions 
of dollars shall be paid to the said government by that of the Uni- 
ted States, at the city c^ Mexico^inthe gold or silver coin of Mex- 
ico. The remaining twelve millions of dollars ^lall be paid at the 
same place, and in the same coin, in annual instalments of thiee 
millions of dollars each, together with interest on the same at the 
rate of six per centum per annum. This interest shall begin to run 
upon the whole sum of twelve millions from the day of the ratifica- 
tion of the present treaty by the Mexican government, and the first 
of the instalments shall be paid at the expiration of one year from 
the same day. Together with each annual instalment, as it falls 
due, the whole interest accruing on such instalment from the begin- 
ning shall yso be paid. 

** Akt. XIIL The United States engage, m(»eoVer, to assume and 
pay to the claimants all the amounts now due them, and those here- 
after to become due, hy reason of the claims already liquidated and 
decided against the Mexican refmblic, under the conventions 
between the two republics severally concluded on the eleventh 
day of April, eighteen hundred and thirty *nine, and on theLthirtieth 
day of January, eirgiiteen hundred and forty-three ; so that the Mex- 
ican republic shall be absolutely exempt, lor ^be future, from all 
expense whatever on account of the said claims. 

" Art. XrV. The United States do fiirdieimore discharge the 
Mexican republic fix)m all claims of citizens of the United States, not 
heretofore decided against the Mexican government, which may 
have arisen previously to the date of the signature of this treaty ; 
which discharge shall be final and perpetual, wh^her the said 
claims be rejected or be allowed by the board of commissioners pro- 
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vkied ^ in the following article, and whatever shall he the total 
amount of those allowed. 

** Art. XV. The United States, ex^onerating Mexico from all 
demands on account of the claims of their citizens mentioned in the 
preceding article, and cofwidering them entirely and forever can- 
celled, whatever their amount may be, undertake to make satisfaction 
for the same, to an amount not exceeding three and one quarter 
millions of dollars. To ascertain the validity and amount of those 
claims, a board of commisisioners shall be established by the govern- 
ment of the United States, whose awards shall be final and con- 
clusive : provided, that, in deciding upon the validity of each claim, 
the board shall be guided and governed by the principles and rules 
of decision jH-escribed by the first and fifth articles of the unrati- 
fied convention, concluded at the city of Mexico on the twentieth 
day of November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, and 
in no case shall an award be made in favor of any claim not em- 
braced by these inrinciples and rules.' 

" If, in the opinion of the said board of commissioners, or of the 
claimants, any books,^ records, or documents in the possession or 
power of the government of the Mexican republic, shall be' deemed 
necessary to the just decision of any claim, the commissioners, or 
tbe claimants through them, shall, within such period as Con- 
gress may designate, make an application in writing for the 
same, addressed to the Mexican minister for foreign afiairs, to 
be transmitted by the secretary of state of the United States; 
and the Mexican government engages, at the eariiest possi- 
ble moment after the receipt of such demand, to cause any of the 
books, records, or documents^ so specified, which shall be in their 
possession or power, (or authenticated copies or extracts of the 
same,) to .be transmitted to the said secretary of state, who sh^l 
immediately deliver them over to the said board of commissioners : 
Provided^ TJiat no such application shall be made by, or at the 
instance of any claimant, until the facts, which it is expected to 
prove by such books, records, or documents, shall have been 
stated under oath or affirmation. 

" Art. XVI. Elach of the contracting parties reserves to itself 
the entire right to fortify whatever point within its territory it may 
judge proper so to fortify, for its security. 
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** A&T. XVn. The treaty of amity, axnmeice, and navigatioii, 
concluded at the city Mexico on the fiflh day of April, A. D« 
1831, between the United States of America and the United 
Mexican States, except the additional article, and except so far 
as the stipulations of the said treaty may be incompatible with any 
stipulation contained in the present treaty, b hereby revived for the 
period of eight years from the day of the exchange of rati^cations d€ 
this treaty, with the same force and virtue as if incorporated therein ; 
it being understood that each of the contracting parties reserves to 
itself the right, at any time aAer the said period of eight years shall 
have expired, to terminate the same by giving one year's notice of 
such intention to the other party. 

** Aet. XVHL All supplies whatever for troops of the United 
States in Mexico, arriving at ports in the occupation of such troops 
previous to the final evacuation thereof, although subsequently to 
the restoration of the custom-houses at such ports, shall be entirely 
exempt from duties and charges of any kind; the government of the 
United States hereby engaging and pledging its faith to establish, 
and vigilantly to enforce, all possible guards for securing the reve- 
nue of Mexico, by preventing the importation, under cover of this 
stipulation, of any articles other than such, both in kind and in 
quantity, as shall really be wanted for the use and consumption of the 
forces of the United States during the time they may remain in Mex- 
ica To this end, it shall be the duty of all officers and agents of the 
United States to denounce to the Mexican authorities at the respec- 
tive ports any attempt at a fraudulent abuse ai this stipulation which 
they may know of, or may have reason to suspect, and to give to 
such authorities all the aid in their power with regard thereto ; and 
every such attempt, when duly proved and established by sentence 
of a competent tribunal, shall be^ punished by the confiscation of 
the property so atten4>ted to be fraudulently introduced. 

" Art. XIX. With respect to all merchandise, effects and prop- 
erty whatsoever, imported into ports of Mexico whilst in the occu- 
pation of the forces of the United States, whether by citizens of 
either republic, or by citizens or subjects of any neutral nation, the 
following rules shall be observed : — 

*' 1. All such merchandise, efifects, and property, if imported 
previously to the restoration of the custom-houses to the Meidcan 
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authorities, as stipulated finr in the third article of this treaty, shall 
be exempt from confiscation, although the importation of the sanM 
be prohibited by the Mexican tanS. 

*^2, The same perfect exemption shall be enjoyed by all sach 
merchandise, effects, and propaty, imported subsequently to the 
restoration of the custom-houses, and previously to the sixty days 
fixed in the fdlowing article for the coming into force of Ihe Mexican 
tariff at such ports respectively; the said merchandise, effects, and 
property being, however, at the time of their importation, subject 
to the payment of duties, as provided for in the said following 
article. 

^ 3. All merchandise, effects, and property described in the two 
rules foregoing shall, during their continuance at the place of 
importation, and upon their leaving such place for the interior, be 
exempt fix)m all duty, tax, or impost of every kind, dnder whatsoever 
title or denomination. Nor shall they be there subjected to any 
charge whatsoever upon the sale thereof. 

**4. All merchandise, effects, and property, described in the first 
and second rules, which shall have been removed to any place in 
the interior whilst such place was in the occupation of the forces of 
the United States, shall, during their continuaUce therein, be exempt 
from all tax i^pon the sale or consumption thereof and fix>m every 
kind of impost or contribution, under whatsoever title or denomi- 
nation. 

^5, But if any merchandise, effects, or property, described in 
the first and second rules, shall be removed to any place not occu- 
pied at the time by the forces of the United States, they shall, upon 
their introduction into such place, or upon their sale or consumption 
there, be subject to the same duties which, under the Mexican laws, 
they would be required to pay in such cases if they had been 
imported in time of peace, through the maritime custom-houses, 
and had there paid the duties conformably with .the Mexican 
tariff. 

** 6. The owner of all merchandise, effects, or property described 
in the first and second rules, and existing in any port of Mexico, 
shall have the right to reship the same, exempt from all tax, impost, 
or contribution whatever. 

" With respect to the metals, or other property, exported from any 
Mexican port whilst in the occupation of the forces of the United 
States, and previously to the restoraticmof the custom-house at such 
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port, no penoB thall be required hf the Mezicaa an^writieey n^ether 
general or State, to pay any tax, duty, or contritmtion upon any such 
exportation, or in any manner to accoont ibr the same to the said 
at^rities. 

*'Akt. XX. Througfaconsiderationfortiie interests- of commerce 
generally, it is agreed, that if less than sixty days should elapse 
between the date of the signatnre of this treaty and the restcn^tion 
of the cnstom-hooses, conformably with the stipalatim:! in the third 
article, in such case all merchandise, effects, and property what- 
soever, arriving at the Mexican ports after the restoration of the 
said costom-hooses, and previously to the expiration of sixty days 
after the day of the signature of this treaty, shall be admitted to 
entry ; and no other duties shall be levied thereon than the duties 
established by the tariff found in force at such custom-houses «t 
the time of the restoration of the same. And to aH such merchan- 
dise, effects, and property, the rules established by the preceding 
article shall apply. 

^Art. X^I. If unhappily any disagreement shovdd heseafter 
arise between the govemmenti of the two republics, whether with 
respect to the interpretation of any stipulatioh in. Ihis treaty, or 
widi respect to any other particular concerning the political or com- 
mercial relations of the two nations, the said government, in the 
name of those nations, do promise to each other that they will 
endeavor, in the most sincere and earnest manner, to settle the 
differences so arising, and to preserve the state of peace and friend- 
ship in which the two countries are now placing themselves ; using, 
for this end, mutual representations and pacific negotiations. And 
if, by these means, they should not be enabled to come to an agree- 
ment, a resort shall not, on this account, be had to reprisals, aggres- 
sion, or hostility of any kind, by the one republic against the other, 
until the government of that which deems itself aggrieved shall 
have maturely considered, in the spirit of peace and good neigh- 
borship, whether It would not be better that such difference should 
be settled by the arbitration of commissioners appointed on each 
side, or by that of a friendly nation. And should such course be 
proposed by either party, it shall be acceded to by the other, unless 
deemed by it altogether incompatible with the nature of the differ- 
ence, or the circumstances of the case. 
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" Art. XXn. If (whick is not to be expected, and which God 
it^id !) war should unhappily, breair out between the two republics, 
they do now, with a view to such calamity, solemnly pledge them- 
selves to each other and to the world, to observe the following rules : 
absolutely where the nature of the subject permits, and as closely 
as possible in all eases where such absolute observance shall be 
impossible : — 

" 1. The merchants of either republic then residing in the other 
shall be allowed to remain twelve m<mths, (for those dwelling in the 
interior,) and six months, (for those dweUing at the seaports,) to 
collect their debts and settle their affairs, during which periods they 
iriiall enjoy the same protection, and be on the same footing, in all 
respects, as the citizens or subjects of the most friendly nations ; and 
at the expkation thereof or any time before, they shall have foil 
liberty to depart, oanying off aU their effects without molestation 
GT hinderance; conforming therein to tiie same laws which the 
citizens op subjects of the most friendly natiotis are required to con- 
form to. Upon the entrance of the armies of either nation into the 
territories of the other, women and children, ecclesiastics, scholars 
of every faculty, cultivators of the earth, merchants, artisans, manu- 
facturers, and fishermen, unarmed and inhabiting unfortified towns, 
villages, or places, and in general all persons iHiose occupations are 
for the common subsistence and benefit of mankind, shall be allowed 
to continue their respective employments unmolested in their per- 
sons. Nor shall their houses or goods be burnt or otherwise 
destroyed, nor their cattle taken, nor their fields wasted, by the 
armed force into whose power, by the events of war, they may 
happen to fall ; but if the necessity arise to take any thing from 
them for the use of such armed force, the same shall be paid for at 
an equitable price. All churches, hospitals, schools, colleges, libra- 
ries, and oth^ establishments for charitable and beneficent purposes, 
shall be respected, and all persons connected with the same pro- 
tected in the discharge of their duties, and the pursuit of their 
vocations. 

^ 2. In order that the fate of prisoners of war may be alleviated, 
all such practices as those of sending them into distant, inclement, 
or unwholesome districts, or crowding them into close and noxious 
places, shall be studiously avoided. They shall not be confined in 
dungeons, prisonnships, or prisons ; nor be put in irons, or bound, or 
otherwise restrained in the use of their limbs. The oflicers shall 
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e^iqy liberty oo their pvoles, within convenient districts, and hsve 
comfortable quarters ; and the conunon soldiers shall be disposed in- 
c a n t onmBnta , open and extensive enough for air and exercise, and 
lodged in barracks as roomy and good as are provided by the party 
in whose power they are for its own troops. Bat if any officershaQ 
break his parole by leaving the district so assigned him, or any other 
prisoner shall esci^ from the limits of his cantonment, after they 
shall have been designated to him, such individual, officer, or other 
prisoner, shall forfeit so much of the benefit of this article as pro- 
vides for his liberty on parole or in cantonment And if any officer 
so breaking his parole, or any common soldier so escaping from the 
limits assigned him, shall afterwards be found in arms, previously to 
his being regularly exchanged, the person so offending shall be 
dealt with according to the established laws of war. The officers 
shall be daily furnished by the party in whose power they are with 
as many rations, and of the same articles, as are allowed, either in 
kind or by commutation, to officers of equal rank in its own army ; 
and all others shall be daily furnished with such ration as is allowed 
to a common soldier in its own service': the value of all which sup- 
plies shall, at the close of the war, or at periods to be agreed upon 
between the respective commanders, be paid by the other party, on 
a mutual adjustment of accounts for subsistence of prisoners ; and 
such accounts shall not be mingled with or set off against any 
others, nor the balance due on them be withheld, as a compensation 
or reprisal fcv any cause whatever, real or pretended. Each party 
shall be allowed to keep a commissary of prisoners, appointed by 
itwlf, with every oantonment of prisoners, in possession of the 
other; which commissary shall see the prisoners as often as he 
pleases ; shall be allowed to receive, exempt from all duties or taxes, 
and to distribute, whatever comforts may be sent to them by their 
friends ; and shall be free to transmit his reports in open letters to 
the party by whom he is employed. 

" And it is declared that neither the pretence that war dissolves 
all treaties, nor any other whatever, shall be considered as annulling 
or suspending the solemn covenant contained in this article. On 
the contrary, the state of war is precisely that for which it is pro- 
vided; and during which, its stipulations are to be as sacredly 
observed as the most acknowledged obligations under the law oi 
nature or nations. 
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^ Art. XXm. This treaty shall be ratified by the president of 
the United States of America, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate thereof; and by the president of the Mexican 
republic, with the previous approbation of its General Congress ; 
and the ratifications shall be exchanged in the city of Washington, 
or at the seat of government of Mexico, in four months from the 
date of the signature hereof, or sooner, if practicable. 

''In faith whereof we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have 
signed this treaty of peace^ fiiendship, limits, and settlement ; and 
have hereunto affixed our seals respectively. Done in quintuplicate, 
at the city of Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the second day of F^mary, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-eiglrt. 

"N. P. TRIST, [l. 8.] 

"LXnS G. CUEVAS, [l. s.] 
"BERNARDO COUTO. [l. s.] 
" MIGL. ATRISTAIN, [l. s.] 

^ And whereas the said treaty, as amended, has been duly ratified 
on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the same were 
exchanged at Quer^taro on tiie thirtieth day of May last, by Ambrose 
H. Sevier and Nathan Clifibrd, commissioners on the part of the 
government of the United States, and by Senor Don Louis de la 
Rosa, minister of relations of the Mexican republic, on the part of 
that government 

"Now, therefore, be it known, that I, James K. Polk, presi- 
dent of the United States of America, have caused the said treaty 
to be made public, to the end that the same, and eveiy clause and 
article thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the 
United States and the citizens thereof. 

" In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the 
seal of the United States to be a$xed. 

** Done at the city of Washington, this fourth day of 
[s. L.] July, one thousand eight himdred and forty-eight, 

and of the independence of the United States the 
seventy-third. 

" JAMES K. POLK. 
"By the President: 

" Jambs Buchanan, Secretary of State" 
26 
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The fbUowii^r Uan extract from the messa^ of Premdent Polk, 
July 6, 1848, accompanying the treaty of peace : — 

** New Mexico and Upper California have been ceded by Mexico 
to the United States, and now constitute a part of our country. 
Embracing nearly ten degrees of latitude, lying adjacent to the 
Oregon Territory, yad extending from the Pacific Oceaa to the Rio 
Grande, a mean distance of nearly a thousand miles, it would be 
difficult to estimate the vahie of these possessions to the United 
States. They constitute of themselves a country large enough for 
a great empire, and their acquisition is second only in importance 
to that of Louisiana in 1803. Rich in mineral and agricultural 
resources, with a climate of gre^ salubrity, they embrace the most 
important ports on the whole Pacific coast of the continent of North 
America. The possession of the ports of San Diego and Monterey 
and the Bay of San Francisco, will enable the United States to 
command the already valuable and rapidly increasing conmierce of 
the Pacific. The number of our whale ships alone now employed 
in that sea exceeds seven hundred, requiring more than twenty 
thousand seamen to navigate them, whHe the capital invested in 
this particular branch of commerce is estimated at not less than 
forty millions of dollars. The excellent harbors of Upper Califor- 
nia will, under our flag, afford security and repose to our commer- 
cial marine, and American mechanics will soon fiimish ready means 
of ship-building and repair, which are now so much wanted in that 
distant sea. 

•* By the acquisition of these possessions, we are brought into 
immediate proximity witli the west coast of America, from Cape 
Horn to the Russian possessions north of Oregon, with the islands 
of the Pacific Ocean, and by a direct voyage in steamers we will be 
in less than thirty days of Canton and other ports of China. 

" In this vast region, whose rich resources are soon to be devel- 
oped by American energy and enterprise, great must be the aug- 
mentation of our commerce, and with it new and profitable de- 
mands for mechanic labor in all its branches, and new and valuable 
markets for our manufactures and agricultural products." 
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EXTRACT FROM THE LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE 
OF GENERAL CASSi 

We make the following extract for the purpose of affiirding a 
good exampre to all partisans t — 

"No party, gentlemen, had ever hi^er motives for exertion, 
than has the great democratic party of the United States. Wifli 
an abiding confidence in the rectitude of our principles^ with an 
unshaken reliance upon the energy and wisdom of public o(pinion, 
and with the success which has crowned, the administration of the 
government, when committed to ltd keeping, (and it has been so 
committed during more than three fourths of its existence,) what 
has been done is at once the reward of past exertion, and tiie mo- 
tive for fliture, and, at the same time, a guaranty for the accom- 
plishment of what we have to do. We cannot conceal from our- 
selves that there is a powerful party in the country, diflfering from 
us in regard to many of the fondamental prhiciples of our govern- 
ment, and opposed to us in their practical application, which will 
strive as zealously as we shall to secure the ascendency of their 
principles, by securing the election of their candidate in the com- 
ing contest That party is composed of our fellow-citizens, as 
deeply interested in. the prosperity of our common country as we 
can be, and seeking as earnestly as we are to promote and perpet- 
uate it We shall soon present to the world the sublime spectacle 
of the election of a chief magistrste by twenty mfflions of people, 
without a single serious resistance to the tews, or the sacrifice of 
the life of one human being — and this, too, in the absence of all 
force but the moral force of our institutions ; and if we should add 
to all this, an example of mutual respect for the motives of the 
contending parties, so that the contest might be carried on with 
that .firmness and energy which accompany deep conviction, and 
with as little personal asperity as political divisions permit, we 
should do more for the great cause of human fireedom throughout 
the world, than by any other tribute we could render to its value. 

"We have a government founded by the will of all, responsible 
to the power of all, and administered for the good of alL The very 
first article in the democratic creed teaches that the people are 
competent to govern themselves ; it is, indeed, rather an axiom than 
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an article of political faith. From the days of Greneral Hamilton 
to oar days, the party opposed to us, — of whose principles he was 
the great exponent, if not the founder, — while it has changed its 
name, has preserved essentially its identity of character; and the 
doubt he entertained and taught of the capacity of man for self- 
government, has exerted a marked influence upon its action and 
opinions. Here is the very starting-point of the diflerence between 
the two great parties which divide our country. All other differ- 
ences are but subordinate and auxiliary to this, and may, in &ct, be 
resolved into it. Looking with doubt upon the issue of self-govern- 
ment, one party is prone to think the public authority should be 
strengthened, and to fear any change, lest that change might weaken 
the necessary force of the government ; while the other, strong in 
its convictions of the intelligence and virtue of the people, believes 
that original power is safer than delegated, and that the solution of 
the great problem of good government consists in governing with 
the least force, and leaving individual action as free from restraint 
as is con^MUible with the preservation of the social system, thereby 
securing to each all the freedom which is not essential to the well- 
being of the whole. 

^ As a party, we ought not to mistake the signs of the times ; 
but should bear in mind that this is an age of progress — of ad- 
vancement in all the elements of intellectual power, and in the 
opinions of the world. The general government should assume no 
powers. It should exercise none which have ncrt: been clearly 
granted by the parties to the federal compact We ought to con- 
strue the Constitution strictly, according to the received and sound 
principles of the Jefferson school. But while rash experiments 
should be deprecated, if the government is statioiiary in its princi- 
ples of action, and refuses to accommodate its measures within its 
constitutional sphere — cautiously, indeed, but wisely and cheer- 
fully — to the advancing sentiments and necessities of the age, it 
will find its moral force impaired, and the public will determine to 
do what the public autliority itself should readily do, when the in- 
dications of popular sentiment are clear and clearly expressed." 
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DD. 

BALTIMORE CONVENTION. 

The following are the resolutions of the convention of the dem- 
ocratic party, adopted ut Baltimore in 1848 : — * 
• " Resolved, That the American democracy place their trust in the 
intelligence, the patriotism, and the discriminating justice of the 
American people. 

^^Resolved, That we regard this as a distinctive feature of, our 
political creed, which we are proud to maintain before the world, 
as tlie great moral element in a foTm of government springing from 
and upheld by the popular will ; and we contrast it with the creed 
and practice of federalism, under whatever name or form, which 
seeks to palsy the will of the Constituent, and which conceives no 
imposture too monstrous for the popular credulity. 

^Resolved, therefore, That, entertaining these views, the demo- 
cratic party of this Union, through their delegates assembled in a 
general convention of the States, coming together in a spirit of con- 
cord, of devotion to the doctrines and failii of a free representative 
government, and appealing to their fellow-citizens for the rectitude 
of their intentions, renew and re-assert, before the American peo- 
ple, the declarations of principles avowed by them when, on a former 
occasion, in general convention, they presented their candidates for 
the pc^ular sufirages : — 

** 1. That the federal government is one of limited powers, de- 
rived solely from the Constitution, and the grants olT powey shown 
therein ought to be strictly construed by all the departments and 
agents of the government ; and that it is inexpedient and danger- 
ous to exercise doubtful constitutional poweria. 

" 2. That the Constitution does not confer upon the general gov- 
ernment the power to commence and cany on a general system of 
internal improvements. 

"3. That the Constitution does not confer authority upon the 
federal government, directly or indirectly, to assume the debts of 
the several States, contracted for local internal improvements, or 

♦ The resokitioiis adopted in 1844, and re-adopted in 1848, were written 
by the Hon. E. H. GiUet, the present able solicitor of the United States 
treasury. 

26* 
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odier State purpotet ; nor would rach assmnptioii be jast and ex- 
pedient 

** 4. That justice and sound policy forbid the federal government 
to foster one branch of industry to the detriment of another, or to 
cherish the interests of one portion to the injury of another p(»tion 
of our common country ; that every citizen, and every section of 
the country, has a right to demand and insist upon an equality of 
rights and privileges, and to complete and ample protection of per- 
sons and property from domestic violence or foreign aggression. 

"5. That it is the duty of every branch of the government to 
enforce and practise the most rigid economy in conducting our pub- 
lic afiairs, and that no more revenue ought to be raised than is 
required to defray the necessary expenses of the government, and 
for the gradual but certain extinction of the debt created by the 
prosecution of a just and necessary war, after peaceful relations 
shall have been restored. 

"6. That Congress has no power to charter a national bank; 
that we believe such an institution one of deadly hostility to the 
best interests of the country, dangerous to our republican institu- 
tions and the liberties of the people, and calculated to place the 
business of the country within the control of a concentrated money 
power, and above the laws and the will of the people ; and that the 
result of democratic legislation, in this and all other financial meas- 
ures upon which issues have been made between the two political 
parties of the country, have demonstrated to candid and practical 
men of all parties, their soundness, safety, and utility in all busmess 
pursuits. 

"7. That Congress has no pbwer under the Consdtutioi^ to inter- 
fere with or control the domestic institutions of the several States, 
and that such States are the sole and proper judges of every thing 
appertaining to their own affairs, not prohibited by the Constitution ; 
that all efforts of the abolitionists or others, made to induce Con- 
gress to interfere with the question of slavery, or to take incipient 
steps in relation thereto^ are calculated to lead to the most alarming 
and dangerous consequences; and that all such efilbrts have an 
mevitable tendency to diminish the happiness of the people, and 
endanger the stability and permanency of ttie Union, and ought not 
to be countenanced by any friend of our political institutions^ 

** 8. That the separation of the moneys of the government from 
banking institutions is indispensable for the safety of the funds of 
the government and the rights of the people. 
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"9. That the liberal principles imbodied by Jefi&ison in the 
Declaration of Independence, and sanctioned in the Constitution, 
which makes ours the land of liberty, wid the asylum of the op- 
pressed of eveiy nation, have ever been cardinal principles in the 
democratic faith ; and every attempt to abridge the present privilege 
of becoming citizens and the owners of soil among us, ought to be 
jesisted with the same spirit which swept the alien and sedition 
laws from our Statute-books. 

^Be$olved, That the proceeds of the public lands ou^t to be 
sacredly apjdied to the national objects specified in the Constitution ; 
and that we are opposed to any law for the distribution of such 
proceeds among the States^as alike inexpedient in policy and' re- 
pugnant to the Constitution. 

^^Be$olved, That we are decidedly opposed to taking from the 
president the qualified veto power, by which he is enabled, under 
restrictions and responsibilities, amply sufiicient to guard the public 
int^est, to suspend the passage of a bill whose merits cannot se- 
cure the a{^»x>val of two thirds of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives until the judgment of the peoirfie can be ohtained thfereon, 
and which has saved the American people from the corrupt and 
tyrannical domination of the Bank of the United States, and from a 
corrupting system of general internal improvements. 

** Resolved, That the war with Mexico, provoked on her part by 
years of insuK and injury, was commenced by her army crossing 
ike Rio Grande, attacking the American troops, and invading our 
sister state of Texas — and^that upon all the principles of patriot- 
ism and the laws of nations, it is a just and necessaiy war on our 
paxt, in which eveiy American citizen should have shown himself 
on the side of his country, and neither morally nor physically, by 
word or deed, have ^iven * aid and comfort to the enemy.' 

*^ Resolved, That we would be rejoiced at the assurances of a 
peace wiih Mexico, founded on the just principles of indemnity for 
the past and security for the future ; but that, while the ratification 
of the liberal treaty offered to Mexico remains in doubt, it is liie 
duty of the coimtty to sustain the administration in every measure 
necessary to provide for the vigorous prosecution of the war, should 
that treaty be rejected. 

** Resolved, That the oflfcers and soldiers who • have carried the 
arms of their country into Mexico, have crowned it with imperish- 
able glory. Their unconquerable courage, their daring enterprise, 
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their anfmlteiing peraeyerance and fortitude when assailed on all 
sides by innumerable foes, and that more formidable enemy — the 
diseases of the climate — exalt their devoted patriotism into the 
hi^est heroism, and give them a right to the profound gratitude of 
their country and the admiration of the world. 

^ Resoivedy That the democratic national convention of the thirty 
States composing the American Republic, tender their fraternal con- 
gratulations to the National Convention of the Republic of France* 
now assembled as the free sufErage representatives of the sove- 
reignty of thirty-five millions of republicans, to establish govern- 
ments on those eternal principles of equal right, for which their 
l^FATETTE and OUT Washinoton fought, side by side, in the 
struggle for our own national independence ; and we would espe- 
cially convey to them, and the whole people of France, our earnest 
wishes for the consolidation of their liberties, tiirough the wisdom 
that shall guide their councils, on the basis of a democratic con- 
stitution, not derived from the grants or concessions of kings or 
dynasties, but originating from the only true source of political 
power recognized in the States of this Union — the inherent and in- 
alienable right of the people, in their sovereign capacity, to make 
and to amend their fbrms of government in such manner as the 
welfare of the community may require. 

"• Resolved, That in the recent development of this grand politi- 
cal truth, of the sovereignty of the people, and their capacity and 
power of self-government, which is prostrating tiirones and erecting 
republics on the ruins of despotism in the Old World, we feel that a 
high and sacred duty is devolved with increased responsibility upon 
the democratic party of this country, as the party of the people, 
to sustain and advance among us constitutional liberty, equality, and 
fraternity, by continuing to resist all monopolies and exclusive 
legislation for the benefit of the few at the expense of the many, 
and by a vigilant and constant Adherence to those principles and 
compromises of the Constitution which are broad enough and strong 
enough to embrace and uphold the Union as it was, the Union as it 
is, and the Umon as it shall be in the full expansion of the ener- 
gies and capacity of this great and progressive people. 

" Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded, through 
the American minister at P^xis, to the Natipnal Convention of the 
republic of France. 

^* Resolved, That the fruits of the great political triumph of 1844, 
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which elected James K. Polk and George M. Dallas president and 
vice-president of Ihe United States, have fulfilled the hopes of the 
depiocracy of the Union ; in defeating the declared purposes of 
their opponents to create a national hank ; in preventing the corrupt 
and unconstitutional distribution of the land proceeds, from the 
common treasury of the Union, for local purposes ; in protecting 
the currency and the labor of the country from the ruinous fluctu- 
ations, and guarding the money pf the people for the use of the 
people, by the establishment of the constitutional treasury ; in the 
noble impulse given to the cause of free trade, by the repeal of 
the.tariflT of 1842, and the creation of the more equal, honest, and 
productive tariff'of 1846 ; and that, in our opinion, it would be a 
Iktal error to weaken the bands of political organization by which 
these great reforms have been achieved — and risk them in the 
hands of their known adversaries, with whatever delusive appeals 
they may solicit our surrender of that vigilance which is the only 
safeguard of liberty. 

^^Besolvec^ That the confidence of the democracy of the Union 
in the {Nrinciples, capacity, firmness, and integrity of James K. Polk, 
manifested by his nomination and election in 1844, has been sig- 
nally justified by the strictness of his adherence to sound demo- 
cratic doctrines, by the purity of purpose, the ' energy and ability 
which have characterized his administaration in all our aflliiis at 
home and abroad ; that we tender to him our cordial congratula- 
tions upon the brilliant success which has hitherto crowned his 
patriotic efiTorts, and assure him, in advance, that at the expiration 
of his presidential term he will carry with him to his retirement 
the esteem, respect, and admiration of a grateful country. 

" Resolved, That this convention hereby present to the people of 
the United States Lewis Cass, of Michigan, as the candidate of 
the democratic party for the office of president, and William O. 
Butler, of Kentucky, as the candidate of the democratic party 
for the office of vice-president of the United States;" 
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E E. 

Jr<m ihemof Mwch, 1789, to June 20th, 1847. 



Dividends and 
sales of bank 
stock and bo- 
nus. 



Miscellaneous, 
Including in- 
demnities and 
Chickasaw 
fundi 



Receipts, exclu- 
sive of loans. 
Treasury notes, 
itc. 



Loans and 

Treasury notes, 

&c. 
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A SUOement of the Reetipia qf the VmUd SUsUSy from (he 
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4^ of March, 1789, to Junt 30(J^ 1847. (ConJtmwtd.) 



Diyideadfl and 
MlM of bank 
■tock and bo- 
Boa. 



Miscellaneoua, 
incladtng in- 
demnitiea and 
Chickasaw 
fUnd. 



Receipts, ezdu- 
sive of loans, 
Treasaiy notes, 



Loans and 
Treasury notes, 



Total reeeivti. 
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"i'sio'so 
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♦.•J3,S81,242 89 
2/9,032,193 59 
3f^i5U^477 66 
a4J73,744 89 



20,782,410 45 
31,198,555 73 
29,941,853 90 
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1,344,830,763 11 



* 51,468,782 93 deducted from the aggregate receipts, as per account 
of the Treasurer, No. 76,922. 
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A StatemaU qf the Expendiiura of fte UniUd Siaies, from the ith 

the Treaswy at the 



FnxB 

lUrcb4j 



1791 
171*2 
179H 
1794 
17^ 
170S 
1797 
170S 
179B 
180O 
1801 
1S02 
1^3 
1H04 
1305 

isoa 

1807 

imB 

1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
IBia 
1814 
1815 
1816 
IBIT 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1321 
1822 
182^ 
1824 
lSi5 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1821? 
1330 
i»31 
1832 
183a 
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52<3,.583 12 
624,795 G3 
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384.720 19 

44.5,485 13 

464 ,-546 .52 

427,124 93 

:i37,032 62 

315,73;J 47 

457,910 m 

509,113 37 

733,949 15 

l,103,42i50 

lj.5.5,731 27 

1,416,995 

2,242,i^ 62 

2h 305, 849 32 

1 ,640,017 06 

1,^)90,3^11 8.5 

903,718 15 

044,98.5 15 

671,06,1 78 

678,942 74 

1,046,131 40 

1,110,713 23 

826,123 67 

1,219,368 40 

1,566,679 66 

1,363,624 13 

1,392,336 U 

2,4.51,202 64 

3,198,09177 



MILITA&Y XSTiLBtlim 



excluaive at 
Indian Ac^'l* 



632,804 03 
1,100,702 09 
1,130,249 08 
2,639,097*59 
2,430,910 13 
1,260,^13 84 
1,039,402 66 
2,009,52*2 30 
2,466,946 98 
2,560,^78 77 
1,672,&44 08 
1,179,143 25 
822,055 86 
875,423 93 
712,731 2J 
1,224,35*5 33 
l,288,G3-5 91 
2,900,834 40 
3,345,772 17 
3,294,323 94 
2,032,828 19 
11,817,798 24 
19,652,013 02 
20,3.50,806 86 
14,794,294 22 
16,012,090 80 
8,004,236 53 
5,622,715 10 
6,506,300 37 
2,630,392 31 
4,461,291 73 
3,111,98148 
3,096,924 43 
3,340,938 85 
3,659,914 18 
3,943,194 37 
3,938,977 83 
4,145,544 56 
4,724,291 07 
4,767,128 88 
4,841,335 56 
5,446,034 88 
6,704,019 10 



mid otlicjT 



175,813 83 

109,243 15j 

S0,OS7 81 

81,399 24 

e8,673 22 

109,843" 

99,258 

1^,845 33 

95,444 03 

64,130 73 

73,533 37 

8.5,440 39 

62,902 10 

30,092 80 

81,854 59 

81,876 53 

70,500 

82,676 04 

87,833 54 

83,744 16 

75,043 sa 

91,402 10 

86,9^9 91 

90,164 36 

69,056 06 

183,804 15 

297,374 43 

890,719 90 

2,415,939 36 

3,208.370 31 

242,817 25 

1,943.199 40 

1,780,588 52 

1,499,326 59 

1,303,810 67 

1,556,593 83 

976,138 86 

850,573 67 

9-19,594 47 

1.363,297 31 

i;t70,f365 14 

1,184,122 40 

4,589,153 40 
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E E. 

^ March, 1789, to June 30, 1847, and ike Balances of Money in 
end. qf eaeh year. 



CumL 



Navnl evtab 
liKhmiiriiL 



Expend imresj 
the public 



PutiUc (lebf. 



__ 



Bslancas in 

tlie TrcnanTy 

nt tli& end af 

the year< 



2TJK» 

ia,6i8 

37^282 
13,012 
23,47S 

113,563 
62,396 
16,470 
20,302 
31 
9,000 
04,000 
60,000 
116,500 
11)6,500 

aa4,2oo 

213,575 
3:^7.503 
177,625 
L11.875 
277,!^t5 
167.3^58 
167,394 
530,7^^) 
274,512 
310,463 
SO.IJi'M 
463, IKl 

477.00,') 
67-5,007 
380,781 
429,987 
724,106 
743,447 
760,624 
705,0B4 
S76,344 
622,262 
0,30 J38 
1,312,413 
1,802,9»0 



§70 
53 



m 



61,408 
410,062 
274,784 
382,631 
1,381,347 
2,8^8,081 
3,448,716 
2,111,424 
915,561 
1,215,230 
1,189,352 
1,597,500 
1,649,641 
1,723,064 
1,884,007 
2,427,758 
1,654,244 
1, 96*1 ,506 
3,950,383 
6,4^16,600 
7,311,200 
3,660,000 
3,908,278 
3,314,508 

ri hi 7, 640 

4,381,990 

4413,319,243 

41% 224 ,4-58 



2,503,7^5 
2,9t)4,5Sl 
3,(H9,f^3 
4,2l8,m>3 
4,2-63,877 
3,9:8,786 
3,308,745 
3,230,428 
3,856,183 
3,a56.a70 
3,901,356 



1,919,589 
1,877,903 
1,710,070 
3,500,*ki 
4,350,658 
2,531,930 
2,833,590 
4,623,223 
6,4-80,166 
7,411,369 
4,^81,669 
3,737,079 
4,002,824 
4,452,858 
6,a57,2S4 
6,^)80/20^ 
4,984,572 
6,504,338 
7,414,672 
5,311,082 
5,592,664 
17,32i^,4S)8 
28,082,396 
30,127,686 
28,963,671 
23,373,4S2 
l5,454,6fJ9 
13.808,673 
18,3fK>,273 
13,154,530 
10,723,479 
9f827,643 
9,784,154 
15,330,144 
11,490,459 
13,062,316 
45,12,653,09-? 
4i 
47 
63 
07 
29 

75; 



52! 5,2B7,94D 

68^ 7,253,66^5 

26 5,819,50.^ 

5,801,578 

6,084,411 

5,8^,848 

5,792,421 

3,990,294 

4,596,876 

4,578,360 

7,291,707 

9,539,004 

7,2^56,159 

8,171,787 

7,369,389 

8,989,884 

6,307,720 

10,260,245 

6,4.52,554 

8,003,904 

8,009,2M 

4,449,622 

11,108,123 

7,900,543 

12,628,922 

24,871,062 

25,423,036 

21,396,201 

7,703,926 

8.628,494 

8,367,093 



51 7,848,949 
59I 5,530,016 
7116,568,393 



13,296,041 
12,660,430 
13,229,533 
1 3,86-^,067 
16,516,388 
22^713^755 



13,095,344 
11,041,082 
10,003,668 
12,163,4:^8 
12,383,867 
11,355,748 
16,174,378 
1 7,840, 3*J9 
1,54^,543 



7,207,-^39 
9,141,569 
7,529,575 
9,302,124 
10,435,06?^ 
8,367,776 
8,626,012 
8,613,517 
11,077,043 
11,989,739 
12,273,376 
13,276,084 
11,253,963 
12,624,646 
13,727,124 
15,070,093 
11,292,292 
35 1 6,764 ,53-t 
1613,867,226 
4613,319,986 
05 13,601,808 
22,279,121 
39,190,520 
38,028,230 
30,583,403 
4S,2U,495 
40,877,646 
3-5,104,875 
24,004,199 
21,763,024 
19,099,572 
17,676,592 
15,314,171 
31,898,5-38 
23,58-1,804 
24,103,398 
22,6-56,764 
35,459,479 
73 25,044,358 
22 24,58.5,231 
22' 30,038,446 
29 1 34, 356 ,698 
38J24, 357,298 



973,905 75 
783,444 51 
753,661 69 
1,151,924 17 
510,442 61 
„. 883,995 42 
7S| 1,021,899 04 
63 617,451 43 
50 2,161,867 77 
92 2,623,311 99 
94 3,295,391 
67 5,020,697 64 
4,825,81160 
4,037,005 26 
3,999,383 99 
4,538,123 80 
9,643,850 07 
9,941,309 96 
_., 3,848,056 78 
74 2,672,276 57 
3,502,305 80' 
3,862,217 41 
5,196.542 
1,727,848 63 
13,106,-502 88 
22,033,519 19 
14,989,46^1 48 
1,478,526 74 
2,07*J,992 38 
1,198,461 21 
1,681,592 24 
4,237,437 M 
9,463,022 81 
1,946,597 13 
5,201,6-50 43 
6.358,686 18 
6,*>63,2^6 10 
5,073,435 81 
5,755,704 79 
6,014,539 75 
4,-503,9 tt 46 
2,011,777 55 



49 11,702,905 31 



816 
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A auttmad i^ Oe JB^pendtturBt ^ fht IMUd Stales, from ^ 4ih 

the TVeoffury ai the end 



Dee. 31, 
1833, to 
Dm. 31, 



1884 

1886 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1888 

1840 

1841 

1842 

To 80th 

June, 

1848 

1848-4 

1844-^} 

1846-6 

184(^7 



OlTfl] 



ForaftgB taiter- 
eouiM, inda- 
diBf awardfl. 



%tmf4)l 60 



[ 



'16161 

76 47 
86 94 
06 66 
82 77 
60 31 
7179 



2,^^i5,i)41 66 



1,223,422 48 
2,464,968 16 
2,869,662 79 
2,632,232 92 
2,670,338 44 



241,562 86 
774,760 28 
82 66 
0640 
96 62 
67 92 
78 16 

663,191 41 



400,666 04 
636,079 66 
702,687 22 
409,292 66 
406,07910 



2,0^2,566 
1^^^49,396 74 
2,749,721 60 
2,i>;r2j28 93 
3,-250. b60 68 

2,.}7.'',36I 60 

3,i7< 1^,999 09 
3,307,381 66 



1^79,724 48 
2,664,146 06 
2,839,470 97 
3,769,76842 
3,910,190 81 



171,327,748 97|87,683,877 03 74,627,140 80 338,998,049 27 



MILITjUlT ESTABLISH 



Milit*iyMnrice, 
ezclusive of 



dep*t. 



pensioi 
hultan 



6,$96,189 38 
6,75[*.166 89 



12 

la 

12. 

8/ 



26 64 
30 80 
24 16 
96 80 
67 23 
8,»Ji,r;10 24 
6,610,438 02 



2,908,671 96 

6,218,183 66 

6,746,291 28 

10,413,370 68 

36,840,030 33 



RevohitkHuory 
and otbOT 



3,^^64,286 30 
l,nr)4 Jll 32 
2,^ J 797 96 
2, : 62 46 

2, 67 29 

3, 60 61 
62 17 



2, 

2, irt-3. 134 61 
1,378,931 33 



839,041 12 
2,032,008 99 
2,400,788 11 
1,811,097 66 
1,744,883 63 



69,969,264 10 
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of March, 1789, to June 90, 1847, and Ike Bakmca of Mmey in 
qf each year. {Contmued.) 



fund. 






Ejcpendltdnsi, 

tbe public 
debt. 



Public d«bL 



Total. 



the TrBiisurj 

at ihfi end of 

eacJi y6ax« 



1,003,953 
1,706,444 
4,615,141 
4,348,035 
6,504,191 
2,528,917 
2,33i,7!)4 
2,514,8^7 
1,199,099 



3,956,260 
3,904,939 
5,807,718 
,6,646,914 
6,131,580 
6,182,294 
6,U3,896 
6,001,076 
8,397|242 



18,43,5,417 
17H514.a^jO 
30,868,164 
37,iHa,2U 
33,849,718 
26,496,948 
24,139,920 
26,196,840 
24,361,336 



26 6,l76,5eT5 19 
28 66,191 28 

21,822 91 
5,605,720 27 
U,117.W42 
4,086,613 70 
5,600,0B9 74 
8,575,539 94 



678,371 
1,2^,632 39 
1,539,:J51 35 
1,037,693 64 
1,430,411 m 



3,727,71153 
M98,199U 
6,297,177 89 
6,455,013 ~~ 
7,900,635 



11,2-56,508 60 
20,650,108 01 
21,895,369 61 
" ,418,459 59 
1,801 ,56& 37 



92 26, 



7653, 



24,601,982 
17^573,141 
3(^863,164 
37,26.5,037 
39,455,438 
37,614,933 
^,226,53-^ 
31,797,5:10 
32,936,876 



8,892,858 42 
20,749,803 96 
46,708,436 
37,327,2^52 69 
;^,89 1,196 94 
33,157,503 68 
29,963,163 46 
03 23,68.1111 OS 
53 30^21,979 44 



861,596 5-5 

12,991,902 84 

8,695,039 10 

1,213,823 31 

6,719,^3 37 



32,118.105 15 
33,643,010 85 
.■5O,49<»,408 71 
27,632,282 90 
60,520,851 74 



39,186,284 74 
36,742,829 62 
36,194,274 81 
38,261,959 65 
33,Q79,27g43 



27* 



81S 



ArnwiMx. 



FF. 

DtfakoKtm ^llbe Dmkd SUia Tnammy^fmm 1789 to IBSff.* 







1 






\'i 






1 


Whole loM 6Mb 


Amomt or dotlM 


111 






1 


tomifmn. 


6Mb fimr yews. 


rnmUmbi, 


lbKli4, 
to 1793 


* 






1789 


10 


686 46 


12,097,860 60 


.0066 


1798 


« 1797 


126 


82,369 84 


24,662,164 13 


.0033 


1797 


" 1801 


148 


86,179 98 


33,648,222 90 


.0026 


1801 


" 1806 


160 


61,872 69 


46,962,706 72 


.0013 


1806 


«• 1809 


208 


122,478 61 


64,172,790 94 


.0022 


1809 


« 1813 


263 


374,664 23 


44,079,932 82 
76,871.987 6? 


.0084 


1813 


" 1817 


446 


668,836 61 


.009066 


1817 


" 1821 


488 


880,111 67 


66,470,063 06 


.01344 


1821 


" 1826 


431 


1,668,476 17 


74,666,234 64 


.02100 


1825 


« 1829 


467 


2,278,668 47 


88,941,104 61 


.0266 


1829 


" 1833 


209 


299,798 61 


103,644,679 31 


.002892 


1833 


" 1837 
Total, 


1,307 


1,306,306 46 


70,186,498 66 


.01869 




4,242 


j|7,748,318 89 


^^694,172,034 86 


.0111 



Total amount of dntiof collected, .5694,172,034 86 

Number indebted, ....• 4,242 

TotolloM, j|7,748,318 89 



* See Document of tbe Secretaij of tbe Treaaunr, January 14, ] 
Twenty-iiztb Congreta, firat aeaaion, YoL L Doc. 10. 
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The receipts in specie ftom the 1st January, 1847, to the SOth 
June, 1848, amounted to $71,044,840 16 

The disbursements in specie from the Ist January, 1847, to the 
30th June, 1848, amounted to $73,689,883 72 

TbSASXJSY DSI^A&TICENT, 

Register's Office, August 10> 1848. 

DAKIEL GRAHAM, Register. 



HH. 

Statement of the amount of coinage at the mint of the United 
States and branches, from 1st January, 1847, tD 30th June, 1848. 

Amount of coinage during the year 1847, . . $22,657,671 69 
From 1st January to 30th June, 1848, . . . . 2,576,258 87 

$25,233,930 56 
Trbasubt Dbpabtmbvt, 
Register* 8 Office^ August 7, 1848» 

DANIEL GRAHAM, Register. 



tl. 

We give the following extract from an able address, by Judge 
Woodbury, on " the remedies for certain defects in American edu- 
cation:*^ — 

^ Commerce, free and unshackled, supplies wants, comforts, and 
luxuries, whether to the savage or civilized, and whether near at 
hand or at the antipodes ; and, in this way, by renden9g the sur- 
plus productions of all countries more valuable in exchange, it 
helps to excite, encourage, and reward the very highest exertions 
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of both body and mind. It thos aids to educate all in most impor- 
tant paiticulan. It rooaea induatrj in the indolent; animatea the 
torpid to enterprise ; expands the views of the recluse ; civilizes 
Uie looj^iest, aJid inspires rivalship in the most slug^gish. It assists 
to propagate new q>inions and a new faith, under both the equator 
and the poles; fertilizes every region not covered with eternal 
snows; and pushing human imiftt>vement in all ita varied forms, 
penetrates remotest seas, and crosses the Andes, the Alps, and the 
Himalayan, almost as daringly as the Allegfaanies. The modems 
have htfdly done justice to former ages in relation to their immense 
inland trade, enlightening and civilizing wherever it spread — 
whether up the Nile from Egjrpt, or into the remotest Ind from Tjrre, 
and thence from Carthage to distant Britain, and in time over- 
reaching the Atlantides, discovering, under the more adventurous 
Genoese, a new continent, and gradually pervading the whole west- 
ern hemisphere. 

^ The modems have, to be sure, since entered the farthest isles of 
tiie Pacific, and are exploring the ice of both poles ; but it is prob- 
able they at last must si^ that there are no more worlds to find and 
civilize which are worth the search. 

^ One illustration of the enterprise and educating character of 
commerce, when free, has recently come under my own eye, that 
may not be without interest to you in connection with this topic. 

^ During the last autumn, in a small town in the interior of Mas- 
sachusetts, I found American lead, which had been dug, partly by 
Yankee industry and adventure, in the remote wilderness of Wis- 
consin or Missouri. The same industiy and adventure had not 
only helped to dig, but had transported it through the active chan- 
nels of commerce, a circuit of more than two thousand miles from 
the mighty west to the rocky east ; and that on routes unknown, but 
a few years ago, to any thing but the fearless hunter or the birchen 
canoe. Fed partly by meat from the same distant source, and corn 
from the south, and flour fix>m the middle States, (fruits of the same 
commercial enterprise,) they were zealously occupied in making 
(his lead into water pipes for operations still more distant, and not a 
little extraordinary. 

"What, think you, was to be one of their principal markets? 
Some of this lead was manu&ctunng by special order, to be freight- 
ed again, under the same Yankee perseverance, not merely two 
thousand miles, but nearly half the circun^rence of the globe. It 
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was to double the stonny Cape Horn, twice cross the equator, and 
find its pathless way over new seas into the remote Sandwich 
Islands. And for what use ? 

" To advance again, as a labor-saving madiine, the commercial 
interests of the same spirit which had untiringly explored the foresti 
whence the raw material was obtained. It was in the fi>rm of pipes, 
to conduct water more cheaply and conveniently on board our whale 
ships, which with others resort so firequently to thos6 islands for 
their necessary supplies. 

^ The mode of paying for it evinces with peihq» greater strength 
the instructive influence of commerce. It was to be paid f(xr by 
taking in exchange, partly sugar, cotton, and oil, the products of 
new native labor and skill, among a people not long before (scarce 
two thirds of a century) baibarous in the extreme, and murdering 
the imm(»rtal navigator who first discovered and blessed them with 
some elements of civilization. But now, under the teaching and 
stimulants of commerce — tansporting thitiier, as every where else 
over' the whole habitable globe — the new sense of duty inspired by 
the religion of the cross, they are advanced somewhat in letters, 
agriculture, and the arts, as well as engaging considerably in con^ 
merce itself" 
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RETURN CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 

T0^^> 202 Main Librory 



LOAN PERIOD 1 
HOME USE 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 



ALL BOOKS AAAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS 

li -month loons may be renewed by calljn^ 642-3405 

6-monrh loans moy be rechorged by bringing books [q Orculotion 

Desk 

Rene wo Is ond fcchorges moy be mode A doys pr>o r To due dole 

DUE AS STAMPED BELOW 
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